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CONCEALMENT. 


CHAPTER  I. 


"  Oli !  she  that  hath  a  heart  of  that  fine  frame, 
To  pay  this  debt  of  love  but  to  a  brother, 
How  will  she  love,  when  the  rich  golden  shaft 
Hath  kill'd  the  flock  of  all  atfections  else 
That  live  in  her ; 

SHAKESPEARE. 


Edward  Byngham  slept,  the  night  be- 
fore his  departure,  at  Mr.  Dermont's ; 
that  he  and  Frederick  might  set  out  early 
the  following  morning.  Caroline  and 
Julia  therefore  returned  together  to 
Arlingham,  mingling  their  tears  and 
regrets ;  while  their  mutual  grief  drew 
their  hearts  closer  to  each  other.  Miss 
Montrevor  felt,  more  than  ever  she  had 
before  done,  the  late  parting  from  Ed- 
ward, for  whom  she  entertained  a  serious 
attachment,  which  had  been  by  no  means 
lessened  by  her  late  suspicions.    Edward 
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had  shewn  much  kindness  in  taking 
leave  of  her;  and,  at  this  moment,  all 
jealous  fears  were  forgotten,  and  she 
sympathized  most  affectionately  in  the 
sorrow  of  her  friend. 

Lady  Montrevor  received  with  equal 
tenderness  the  weeping  girls,  and,  by 
every  kind  endearment,  sought  to  raise 
their  drooping  spirits.  In  this  endeavour 
she  for  once  succeeded  better  with  her 
daughter  than  with  Julia  ;  who,  in  addi- 
tion to  the  recent  separation  from  her 
brother,  had  a  heavy  weight  of  new-found 
cares  and  anxious  thoughts  upon  her 
mind.  She  had  not  yet  learnt  to  hoard 
her  sorrows  any  more  than  her  joys  ;  and 
her  full  heart  sought  relief,  where  it  had 
from  infancy  been  accustomed  to  find  it, 
on  the  truly  maternal  bosom  of  Lady 
Montrevor.  For  this  purpose,  she  re- 
quested admission  to  that  lady's  apart- 
ment before  she  went  to  bed  ;  and  intro- 
duced the  subject  by  displaying,  with 
tearful  eyes,  the  well-remembered  broken 
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trinket.  She  then  proceeded  to  give  a 
full  account  of  the  information  she  had 
acquired ;  together  with  the  artless  his- 
tory of  the  grief  and  romantic  emotions 
of  her  own  heart  on  this  occasion.  Lady 
Montrevor  pressed  her  to  her  bosom,  and 
kissed  away  the  tears  from  her  cheek ; 
assuring  her  that,  while  she  lived,  a 
mother's  watchful  care  and  love  should 
ever  be  hers.  She  even  condescended  to 
sooth  the  agitation  of  the  lovely  girl,  by 
seeming  to  partake  the  visionary  hope 
that  time  and  circumstances  might  yet 
restore  the  lost  miniature,  and  possibly 
discover  some  further  particulars  respect- 
ing her  parents. 

Having  thus,  with  the  true  characte- 
ristic indulgence  of  a  real  wish  to  impart 
consolation,  calmed  the  swelling  tumult 
in  the  bosom  of  Julia,  she  proceeded  to 
represent  the  prudence  and  necessity  of 
keeping  the  particulars  that  had  been 
related  to  her,  in  strict  secrecy,  from 
every  one, — even  Caroline:  as,  besides 
b2 
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the  pain  she  would  suffer,  were  they  pub- 
licly known,  they  might  in  many  ways  be 
highly  injurious  to  herself.  Julia  repeat- 
edly kissed  her  kind  protectress ;  thank- 
ing her  for  all  she  had  done  for  her,  and 
expressing  much  anxiety  for  the  time 
when  she  could  acknowledge  her  vast 
debt  of  gratitude  to  her  good  friend  Mr. 
Byngham.  She  then  repaired  to  her 
chamber,  where  sleep  soon  kindly  came 
to  crown  Lady  Montrevor^s  work,  and  re- 
store that  tranquillity  which  had,  through 
this  day,  been  so  much  destroyed. 

Great  was  the  difference  in  the  state 
of  mind  of  the  two  friends  now  journey- 
ing towards  Oxford.  That  of  young 
Byngham  was  as  free  from  care  as  those 
of  the  generality  of  his  age.  He  had  felt 
moderately  concerned  at  leaving  his  cou- 
sin, and  the  lively  Julia;  and  he  regretted 
the  loss  of  Lord  Carlmaine's  society. 
But,  on  all  other  accounts,  he  liked  well 
enough  the  change  to  Oxford.  x\t  the 
house  of  a  friend,  on  the  road,  he  received 
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a  favourable  account  of  his  mother  ;  and 
proceeded  gaily  on  his  journey. 

Mr.  Byngham  wrote  also,  at  the  same 
time,  to  his  ward  a  long  and  affectionate 
letter,  concerning  his  conduct  and  ar- 
rangements at  college  ;  telling  him  that, 
under  all  circumstances,  and  in  every 
emergency,  he  would  find  an  indulgent 
and  affectionate  father  in  his  mother's 
friend.  Frederick,  in  his  answer,  ex- 
pressed the  love  and  gratitude  he  felt 
towards  the  benefactor  and  guardian  of 
his  infancy,  and  that  of  Julia ;  adding  the 
hope,  that  it  might  be  in  his  power,  at 
least  by  his  diligence  and  good  conduct, 
to  prove  himself  deserving  such  kindness. 
He  then  made  Mr.  Byngham  acquainted 
with  what  had  passed  between  him  and 
Julia  ;  adding  the  wish  of  one  day  visit- 
ing Keswick,  with  the  hope  that,  by  re« 
newed  inquiries,  some  information  might 
be  obtained,  which  had  been  suppressed, 
or  refused,  at  the  time  Mr.  Byngham  and 
Mr.  Dermont  had  been  at  that  place. 
b3 
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On  leaving  Devonshire,  our  hero  had 
been  variously  affected.     He  had,  as  the 
reader  knows,   gone  early  to  Brookdale, 
to   carry  some   books  Lady  Maria  had 
made  a  point  of  having  returned,  lest  any 
accident  should  happen  to  them.     When 
he  arrived,  the  servant  said  he  had  orders 
to  request  he  would  replace  the  books 
himself  in  Lady  Maria's  library.   Thither 
Frederick  immediately  proceeded  ;   and 
was  much  surprised,  at  so  early  an  hour, 
to  find  her  ladyship  there  reading.     She 
extended  her  hand;  and,   with   an  ap- 
proving smile,  which,  being  a  very  rare 
guest  on  her  countenance,  Frederick  had 
learnt  to  value, — thanked  him   for    the 
trouble  he  had  taken  :  adding,  "  This  is 
tny  sanctum f  Mr.  Lawrence  :   but  I  wish 
to  inform  you,  that  any,  or  all,  the  books 
here  are  always  at  your  service ;  and  that, 
on  your  return  to  Devonshire,  I  shall  be 
glad  to  see  you  here,  when  you  have  no 
more   agreeable  way  of  spending  your 
time;'' 
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Frederick  bowed  respectfully ;  and  she 
continued, — ''  You  know  reading  is  my 
delight :  but  it  is  not  always  pleasant  to 
read  alone;  one  naturally  wishes  some 
enlightened  friend  to  share  our  pleasure, 
and  with  whom  we  may  compare  our 
observations.  The  Earl  finds  no  longer 
the  same  pleasure  in  books  he  used  to 
do ;  my  good  aunt  does  not  read  my 
books  ;  and  my  brother,  at  present,  none 
at  all.  Thus  mine  is  a  solitary  plea- 
sure."— She  paused  :  but  Frederick  had 
nothing  ready  to  answer,  and  she  pro- 
ceeded,— "  You  seem  to  have  read  much 
for  your  age ;  and,  by  the  little  I  have 
been  able  to  discover  of  your  reading,  I 
think  our  tastes  are  similar.*' 

Frederick  now  summoned  up  sufficient 
courage  to  break  this  third  pause ;  and 
he  answered,  that  she  did  him  a  great 
deal  of  honour, — he  should  be  proud  of 
the  compliment;  but  he  feared  he  did  not 
deserve  it. 

^'  That  is  a  point  we  can  better  deter- 
b4 
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mine  on  a  future  day,"  said  Lady  Maria, 
with  another  of  her  most  ao^reeable 
smiles  :  "  now,  you  can  only  promise  that 
hence-forward  you  will  not  be  a  stranger 
to  this  apartment/' 

He  assured  her  he  should  always  be 
most  happy  to  avail  himself  of  her  good- 
ness. Books,  college,  and  their  neigh- 
bours, then  successively  furnished  con- 
versation;  among  the  latter  of  whom 
Emma  Dermont  was  particularly  distin- 
guished on  this  occasion  by  Lady  Maria, 
who  spoke  of  her  as  a  most  charming 
child,  adding, — "  Since  the  narrow  escape 
she  lately  had,  and  the  essential  service 
she  received  from  you,  I  must  think,  Mr. 
Lawrence,  that  your  interest  for  your  lit- 
tle friend  cannot  but  have  been  conside- 
rably increased." 

Though  there  was  nothing  in  this  re- 
mark but  what  was  very  natural,  and 
what  Frederick  might  readily  have  ac- 
knowledged, to  any  one  else,  was  actually 
the  case  ;  yet  there  was  in  her  ladyship's 
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look  and  manner,  as  she  spoke,  so  earnest 
an  expression  of  a  wish  to  examine  his 
countenance,  and  penetrate  his  most  in- 
ward thoughts,  that  he  became  perfectly 
embarrassed:  and  began  several  sen- 
tences, though  unable  to  finish  any. 

His  fair  inquisitor  kept  her  eyes  for  a 
moment  fixed  upon  him  ;  then,  good-hu- 
mou redly  pitying  his  confusion,  she  told 
him,  laughing,  that  she  had  no  desire  to 
penetrate  his  secrets,  and  immediately 
changed  the  subject  to  his  sister  ;  then  to 
the  profession  she  understood  he  had 
chosen,  and  in  which  an  uncle  of  hers, 
she  said,  had  risen  to  great  distinction. 
She  then  talked  of  Oxford,  its  buildings, 
its  neighbourhood  ;  till  Frederick,  rising, 
expressed  his  fear  that  he  had  trespassed 
too  long  upon  her  time.  But  she  assured 
him  she  was  perfectly  disengaged  till  ten 
o'clock  ;  of  which  there  yet  wanted  nearly 
half  an  hour.  Much,  however,  as  her 
young  visitor  had  been  gratified  by  the 
condescending  familiarity,  and  really  en- 
b5 
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tertained  by  the  very  agreeable  conver- 
sation, of  a  woman  of  Lady  Maria  Carl- 
maine's  superior  attractions  and  accom- 
plishments, he  wished  to  join  the  break- 
fast-table at  Mr.  Dermont's.  He  therefore 
took  leave  of  her  ladyship  ;  who  told  him, 
she  should  be  very  glad  when  his  return 
permitted  the  renewal  of  his  acquaintance. 
Frederick  Lawrence  was  exactly  of  an 
age  and  disposition  to  appreciate  most 
highly  such  attentions  as  we  have  just 
described  :  for  what  man,  under  twenty, 
is  capable  of  resisting  the  attractions  of 
rank,  sense,  and  a  sufficient  share  of 
youth  and  beauty;  particularly  when 
aided  by  refined,  unperceived  arts,  which 
female  acuteness  can  so  successfully 
command,  and  which  female  preference, 
in  the  present  case,  so  strongly  prompted. 
We  will  then  confess  that  his  youthful 
vanity  was  somewhat  flattered  ;  and  that, 
on  quitting  Brookdale,  he  thought  Lady 
Maria  a  very  charming  woman,  and  by 
no  means  the  haughty,  supercilious  cha- 
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racter  most  people,  and  even  Julia,  de- 
scribed her. 

To  these  agreeable   reflections    suc- 
ceeded   others    not  less    pleasing.     He 
recollected  the  confusion  he  had  betray- 
ed  when    questioned    by    Lady  Maria 
about  Emma  Dermont ;  and,  though  he 
would  fain  have  attributed  it  solely  to  the 
manner  in  which  the  subject  was  intro- 
duced, yet  he  could  not  but  be  sensible  at 
this  moment,  for  the  first  time,  that  his 
heart  had  indeed  felt   a  much  warmer 
interest  for  the  lovely  girl  since  her  acci- 
dent.    But  the  circumstance  appeared  to 
him  so  perfectly  natural,  that  he  wondered 
he  should  have  experienced  the  slightest 
confusion  on  the  occasion. 

The  pleasing  image  of  this  sweet  play- 
thing of  so  many  of  his  youthful  hours, 
stole  also  at  this  moment  on  his  mind, 
with  such  irresistible,  but  soft,  attrac- 
tions, that  his  reason  took  no  alarm  ; 
while  his  fancy  helped  to  forge  the  silken 
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chain   by  which  he  was  unconsciously 
fettering  his  affection. 

On  the  morning  of  Frederick's  depar- 
ture, Mr.  Dermont  had  not  been  able  to 
refuse  himself  the  pleasure  of  seeing  him 
once  more,  before  he  quitted,  what  to  him 
had  been,  the  paternal  roof.  Emma  slept 
in  a  room  adjoining  that  occupied  by  her 
father  and  mother  ;  and,  on  hearing  that 
the  former  was  rising,  she  requested  leave 
to  get  up  also,  and  make  breakfast,  for 
the  last  time,  for  poor  Frederick.  This 
could  not  be  refused  ;  and  the  travellers 
were  agreeably  surprised  by  seeing  their 
young  favourite  ready,  by  five  o'clock  in 
the  morning,  to  attend  to  their  comfort. 

At  the  moment  of  parting,  Frederick, 
who  had  reserved  his  adieus  to  Emma 
for  the  last,  felt  a  very  unusual  trepida- 
tion as  he  attempted  to  kiss  her ;  as  he 
had  always  done,  on  the  slightest  separa- 
tion. Emma  noticed  what  appeared  to 
her  reserve,  and  more  than  shared  the 
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agitation,  as  she  almost  unconsciously 
turned  away  her  blushing  face,  and 
sought  to  hide  the  starting  tears. 

"  Come,  come,"  said  Mr.  Dermont, 
somewhat  seriously,  "this  is  very  childish 
behaviour  in  you  both :  make  haste,  and 
shake  hands.  There  !  Edward  is  wait- 
ing for  you,  Frederick.  God  bless  and 
prosper  you  now  and  ever." — He  then 
shook  him  heartily  by  the  hand,  saw  him 
seated  in  the  carriage  ;  and  immediately 
returned  to  his  daughter ;  but  she  had 
escaped  to  her  room. 

This  anxious  friend  had  not  waited 
till  the  last  moment  to  impress  the  mind 
of  his  pupil  with  the  few  instructions  he 
thought  he  might  yet  want.  He  knew 
it  was  well  stored  with  every  honourable 
and  virtuous  principle  ;  and  what  he  had 
of  late  chiefly  sought  to  guard  him 
against,  was  the  encouraging  of  too 
great  a  susceptibility  of  feeling,  which  he 
sometimes  feared  might  tend  to  enervate 
or  mislead  his  ardent  character.     They 
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had  spent  several  hours  the  preceding 
evening  in  private  confidence,  during 
which  Frederick  had  imparted  to  him  the 
discovery  made  by  JuHa. 

Mr.  Dermont  thought  this  a  circum- 
stance not  much  to  be  regretted, — as  she 
did  not  appear  so  greatly  affected  as 
Frederick  had  apprehended  she  would 
have  been  ;  and  also,  as  it  might  possibly 
check  a  vivacity  of  temper,  which,  how- 
ever delightful  to  behold  in  early  life, 
might  sometimes  proceed  too  far  in  a 
young  woman.  "  Not,"  added  he, 
''  that  I  have  many  fiears  for  our  Julia ; 
whose  virtues  have,  I  trust,  taken  too 
deep  root  not  to  bring  forth  the  happiest 
fruits." 

Before  they  had  parted  for  the  night, — 
as,  with  the  real  fondness  of  a  parent, 
Mr.  Dermont  still  retained  the  hand  of 
Frederick  locked  within  his  own, — he 
urged  another  and  another  argument, 
favourable  to  virtue  and  friendly  caution. 
^'  It  has  been,  dear  Frederick,"  he  finally 
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said,  "  my  pleasure,  not  only  to  store 
your  mind  with  useful  knowledge  ;  but 
to  impress  strongly  upon  it  the  necessity 
of  moderation  and  religious  self-govern- 
ment, as  constituting  the  principal  and 
essential  ingredients  of  your  happiness. 
Your  ingenuous  disposition  first  called 
forth,  then  increased,  my  exertions  ;  and 
I  must  add,  that  your  early  virtues  have 
amply  rewarded  them.  The  scene  of 
your  life  is  going  to  be  changed  ;  the  cir- 
cle of  your  pleasures  and  your  duties  to 
be  both  varied  and  enlarged  :  new  objects 
will  solicit  your  passions,  may  render 
them  clamourous.  My  anxiety  and  affec- 
tion, perhaps,  increase  the  dangers  which 
threaten  your  future  peace :  yet  I  will  not, 
I  cannot,  distrust  you. 

'^  Of  deliberate  wickedness  I  believe 
you  wholly  incapable  :  but  there  are  sud- 
den temptations,  which  will  sometimes 
surprise  the  most  wakeful  vigilance ; 
there  is  a  social  sympathy,  which  may 
insnare, — there  is  a  dread  of  ridicule, 
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whose  mighty  force  may  overpower,— 
your  unguarded  mind.  On  these  trying 
occasions,  '  be  still  thyself;'  reverence  the 
suggestions  of  your  own  excellent  heart ; 
realize  my  fondest  hopes :  be  virtuous  ; 
be  happy." 

Much  as  Mr.  Dermont  loved  the  so- 
ciety of  Frederick,  his  removal  just  at 
this  time  was,  in  his  opinion,  most  de- 
sirable. Long  used  to  read  in  his  open 
countenance  every  emotion  that  swayed 
his  feelings,  he  had  perceived,  before 
Frederick  was  himself  aware  of  the 
change,  that  the  love  he  had  felt  for  Emma 
as  a  child  was  gradually  ripening  into  sen- 
sations of  a  more  serious  tendency.  And, 
though  his  affection  for  him  was  truly 
that  of  a  father,  he  trembled  lest  the 
heart  of  his  daughter,  scarcely  removed 
from  childhood,  should  be  assailed,  and 
made  to  feel  the  restless  anxieties  of  an 
early  attachment ;  which  time,  or  unfore- 
seen events,  as  well  as  the  natural  insta- 
bility of  youth,  might  cause  one  or  both 
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parties  to  repent.  Absence,  he  knew, 
was,  at  Frederick's  age,  an  almost  infal- 
lible remedy  in  these  cases. 

With  respect  to  Emma,  he  determined 
carefully  to  watch  her;  and,  if  he  had 
reason  to  believe  that  Frederick  engaged 
too  much  of  her  thoughts,  he  would  cer- 
tainly prevent  their  meeting,  till  time 
should  have  destroyed  or  confirmed  what 
could  now  be  but  a  childish  preference. 
In  pursuance  of  this  plan,  shortly  after 
Frederick's  departure,  Mr.  and  Mrs. 
Dermont,  with  their  daughter,  went  into 
the  North,  to  visit  some  relations  of  the 
latter ;  a  change  highly  beneficial  to 
Emma,  whose  health  had  appeared  deli- 
cate since  her  fright,  while  her  spirits 
had  evidently  suffered  from  the  loss  of 
the  companion  she  had  ever  found  in 
Frederick  Lawrence. 

The  day  after  Frederick  left  her,  was 
to  Julia  the  most  melancholy  one  she  had 
ever  known.  In  whatever  direction  she 
walked,  rode,  or  even  turned  her  eyes, 
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some  object  presented  itself  to  remind 
her  of  her  loss,  and  she  felt  a  void  not 
known  before. 

Lady  Montrevor  and  Caroline  endea- 
voured to  console  and  amuse  her ;  but  for 
some  time  their  affectionate  efforts  were 
unsuccessful,  till  by  degrees  her  thoughts 
began  to  turn  towards  the  pleasure  she 
should  derive  from  her  brother's  first 
letter. 

At  length  the  morning  came  that 
brought  the  welcome  packet.  Lady 
Montrevor,  with  Caroline  and  tlulia,  had 
walked  over  to  call  on  Mrs.  Huntley ; 
where  the  servant  had  orders  to  stop,  as 
he  returned  from  Exeter  with  the  letters. 
The  two  young  ladies  were  engaged  in 
looking  over  Miss  Huntley's  embroidery 
frame,  when  Lady  Maria  Carlmaine, 
with  her  brother  and  Mr.  Selwyn,  en- 
tered. Lady  Maria  had  seldom  conde- 
scended to  take  much  notice  of  Julia 
Lawrence,  whom  she  considered  as  a 
giddy  girl,  made  pert  and  conceited  by 
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beauty  and  indulgence.  Julia,  in  return, 
disliked  her  ladyship's  manners,  and  in 
general  proudly  shunned  her  company, 
whenever  it  was  in  her  power.  On  this 
occasion,  however.  Lady  Maria  addressed 
her  with  marked  attention,  and,  with 
great  good-humour,  asked  her  if  she  had 
heard  of  tlie  travellers.  Julia  answered 
in  the  negative,  but  said  she  expected  a 
letter  this  day,  without  fail. 

While  she  spoke,  she  observed  Lord 
Carlmaine  give  a  packet  of  letters  to 
Lady  Montrevor,  which,  he  said,  he  had 
just  taken  from  the  servant  at  the  door, 
that  he  might  have  the  pleasure  of  pre- 
senting them  himself.  Julia  instantly 
sprang  forward,  with  looks  of  anxious  in- 
quiry. When  she  had  hastily  glanced 
at  the  directions  of  each,  the  colour, 
which  had  for  a  few  moments  been  vary- 
ing in  her  cheeks,  was  beginning  to 
settle  into  a  deadly  paleness  ;  and  her 
fine  eyes  were  already  swimming  in  tears, 
when  Selwyn  exclaimed,  with  suppressed 
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agitation,  ^'  Give  the  letter,  Carlmaine, 
and  relieve  Miss  Lawrence's  anxiety!" 
The  lately  curdled  blood  now  rushed 
back  in  joyous  riot  to  Julia's  face,  as  she 
snatched  the  packet  from  the  up-raised 
hand  of  his  lordship,  who  was  beginning 
to  talk  of  terms  of  capitulation. 

She  instantly  seated  herself,  and,  alike 
unmindful  of  all  forms  of  ceremony,  and 
of  the  attentive  gaze  of  the  two  gentle- 
men immediately  opposite  her,  read 
through  a  long  letter  from  Frederick  ;  in 
which  he  gave  her  the  journal  of  every 
hour  since  they  parted,  interspersed  with 
agreeable  and  affectionate  observations. 

Julia's  countenance  was  ever  that  fair 
mirror  in  which  all  might  instantly  read 
the  workings  of  her  inward  thoughts  ; 
and,  as  she  perused  this  first,  this  inte- 
resting, letter,  the  varied  sensations  of 
pleased  impatience,  grateful  affection, 
and  melting  tenderness,  passed  in  speak- 
ing distinctness  over  her  expressive  fea- 
tures.    As  Selwyn  almost  unconsciously 
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gazed,  his  softened  penetrated  soul  wan- 
dered far  and  wide  into  the  regions  of 
fancy  ;  where,  for  a  moment,  he  contem- 
plated the  effects  of  love,  wedded  love,  in 
a  heart  capable  of  such  warmth  of  feel- 
ing. Nay,  he  for  an  instant  imagined 
himself  the  object  of  that  love,  and  sen- 
sations of  ideal  bliss  thrilled  through  his 
bosom. 

Something  approaching  to  the  same 
feelings  passed  also  through  the  mind  of 
Carlmaine  :  but,  oh  !  how  much  was  the 
bright  imagery  tarnished  and  disfigured. 
To  Selwyn,  the  flitting  vision  had  offered 
a  ministering  angel  of  chastened  joy  and 
pure  connubial  happiness,  in  whose  dear 
company  months,  years,  and  life  itself, 
would  pass  in  one  sweet  round  of  enjoy- 
ment and  tranquillity.  But,  to  the  dis- 
tempered and  poisoned  mind  of  his  rela- 
tion, Julia  appeared  but  as  the  most 
lovely  w^oman  he  had  yet  beheld,  and 
every    way  calculated  to    heighten  his 
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guilty  hopes  and  encourage  his  disho- 
nourable pursuit. 

When  there  remained  not  another  word 
to  read,  Julia  arose,  and,  colouring  high- 
ly on  seeing  she  had  been,  to  many  of  the 
party,  an  object  of  silent  observation,  she 
said,  *'  When  I  tell  you,  my  dear  Mrs. 
Huntley,  that  this  is  the  first  letter  J 
have  ever  received  in  my  whole  life  from 
my  brother,  I  hope  you  will  kindly  pardon 
my  eagerness  to  read  it." 

The  old  lady  assured  her  no  excuse 
was  necessary  for  such  amiable  sensibi- 
lity ;  adding,  that  her  countenance  was 
too  indicative  of  good  news  to  warrant 
any  inquiries  concerning  the  travellers. 

Julia  replied,  they  were  quite  well; 
and,  turning  to  Lady  Montrevor,  she 
said,  "You  shall  see  Frederick's  letter 
as  soon  as  we  get  home,  my  dear  ma- 
dam: as  yet,  I  cannot  consent  to  part 
with  it." 

Her  ladyship  answered,  smiling,  that 
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she  would  endeavour  to  wait  with  pati- 
ence. 

Julia  was  then  beginning  to  question 
Caroline  about  a  letter  she  had  perceived 
directed  to  her  in  Edward's  hand ;  but, 
suddenly  recollecting  herself,  she  stop- 
ped, with  very  unusual  discretion  for  her, 
till  they  had  quitted  the  party;  when, 
finding  that  this  letter  still  remained  un- 
opened, she  said  in  a  low  voice,  while 
Lady  Montrevor  had  advanced  rather  be- 
fore, **  Now,  Caroline,  you  may  look  at 
your  letter.  Oh,  how  much  more  agree- 
able is  a  brother  as  a  correspondent  than 
a  cousin  !  Now,  no  one  thought  any 
more  of  my  rudely  reading  a  letter  in 
company  than  I  did  myself;  but  certainly 
you  should  not  appear  too  anxious. — • 
Well,  I  have  no  cousin;  and,  as  for  a 
lover,  I  am  not  sure  I  should  like  one,  if, 
in  consequence,  my  actions  were  to  be  so 
much  restrained." 

"  Ah,  Julia !"  said  Caroline,  laughing, 
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"  you  will  doubtless  learn  some  day  to 
restrain  them  yourself." 

*^  In  the  mean  time  I  will,  as  Frede- 
rick charged  me,  study  you  as  my  mo- 
del;"  answered  Julia :  and,  running  off 
to  Lady  Montrevor,  she  left  her  friend  to 
the  perusal  of  Edward's  letter  as  she 
walked  along. 

The  contents  were  of  no  particular  in- 
terest, being  chiefly  confined  to  the  de- 
scription of  the  friend's  house  at  which 
Ihey  had  stopped,  and  the  information  of 
their  safe  arrival  at  Oxford.  Miss  Mon- 
trevor's  disposition  was  in  no  way  exact- 
ing; she  was  therefore  quite  satisfied 
with  Edward's  moderately-kind  epistle, 
and,  content  with  the  simple  act  of  his 
having  written  to  her  without  any  parti- 
cular expression  of  regard  towards  Julia, 
her  mind  was  easy,  and  she  condemned, 
as  groundless  and  unjust,  her  late  feel- 
ings of  jealousy. 

The  answering  of  Frederick's  letter 
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was  another  source  of  new  delight  to  our 
heroine,  which  she  prolonged  as  much  as 
was  in  her  power,  by  entering  into  the 
most  minute  details  of  all  the  important 
and  unimportant  events  that  had  occur- 
red at  Arlingham  and  its  vicinity  during 
the  last  unusually  long  week.  This 
agreeable  duty  dispatched,  Julia's  natu- 
ral vivacity  gradually  returned.  By  de- 
grees, also,  the  most  painful  part  of  the 
emotions  excited  by  the  disclosure  of  the 
circumstances  relative  to  her  mother 
became  softened,  and  at  last  gave  way 
to  the  pleasing  structures  her  warm,  ro- 
mantic imagination  took  delight  in  erect- 
ing. 

Though  Julia  certainly  possessed,  in  a 
very  eminent  degree,  some  few  of  the 
rare  qualities  of  which  true-bred  heroines 
are  composed,  she  was  most  miserably 
deficient  in  many  others.  For  instance : 
she  could  not  rest  satisfied  with  her  se- 
cret cogitations  and  silent  wonderings  on 
the  surprising  history  of  the  casket  and 
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its  contents.  Lady  Montrevor,  who  had 
observed  the  pernicious  tendency  of  Ju- 
lia's temper  to  be  visionary,  indiscreet, 
and  sanguine,  justly  considering  the  cir- 
cumstances w^ith  w^hich  she  had  lately 
become  acquainted  as  exactly  calculated 
to  increase  that  dangerous  turn  of  mind, 
had  forbidden  the  renewal  of  all  discus- 
sions on  the  subject,  which,  she  observ- 
ed, could  only  be  useless  and  unsatis- 
factory. 

Thus  denied  the  privilege  of  talking 
with  Lady  Montrevor  on  particulars 
which  so  frequently  occupied  all  her 
thoughts,  Julia  most  imprudently  had  re- 
course to  her  old  friend  Ursula ;  from 
whom  she  not  only  obtained  an  ever-ready 
hearing,  but  also  never-dying  fuel  for 
her  mostwdld  and  chimerical  conjectures. 

Ursula  was  really  much  attached  to 
Julia,  and  the  romantic  fire  of  her  own 
imagination,  kindled  in  the  days  of  youth 
by  the  chivalrous  songs  and  legends  so 
peculiar  to  her  native  country,  was  even 
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now  far  from  being  extinct :  she  there- 
fore felt  frequently  persuaded  of  the  truth 
of  the  agreeable  suppositions,  or  rather 
prophecies,  with  which  she  amused  the 
charmed  ear  of  her  young  favourite. 
While  she  readily  promised  the  requested 
secrecy,  she  expressed  the  most  anxious 
hope  that  the  Virgin  Mary,  whom  she 
would  never  cease  assailing  with  her 
prayers,  would  not  only  restore  to  light 
the  rich  miniature  which  had  been  pur- 
loined, but  also  detect  all  who  had  any 
wicked  hand  in  causing  such  misfor- 
tunes. 

In  extenuation  of  this  ill-placed  confi- 
dence, let  us  be  permitted  to  remind  the 
reader  that  Ursula  was  a  woman  of  su- 
perior education  to  the  generality  of  per- 
sons in  her  situation ;  that  Julia  had  been 
accustomed  to  look  up  to  her  as  an  hum- 
ble instructress,  to  whom,  from  her  earliest 
years,  she  had  been  in  the  habit  of  con- 
fiding every  emotion  of  her  heart,  either 
of  joy  or  sorrow,  anger  or  dissatisfaction; 
c2 
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— secure,  on  every  occasion,  of  meeting 
sympathy  and  approval ;  and,  lastly,  that 
this  was  the  first  secret  Julia  had  ever 
had  to  keep.  This  we  again  request 
leave  to  urge  in  mitigation  of  what  we 
acknowledge  a  most  indecorous  confi- 
dence. 
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CHAPTER  II. 


"  trifles  siich  as  tliesc 

To  serious  mischiefs  lead." 

FRANCISES  HORACE, 


Sir  Charles  Benwell  and  Mr.  Fairbank 
still  continued  their  assiduities  to  Miss 
Montrevor,  greatly  to  her  annoyance,  as 
she  dared  not  explain  to  either  of  them 
the  inutility  of  their  pursuit.  One  day, 
being  alone  with  her  father  and  mother, 
she  ventured  to  mention  to  the  former  her 
disapprobation  of  their  attentions.  Lord 
Montrevor  immediately  expressed  the 
most  violent  displeasure,  and  commanded 
his  daughter  to  treat  both  his  friends 
with  the  civility  to  which  they  were  en- 
titled,— as  men  to  whom  his  honour  was 
pledged  that  they  should  have  an  oppor- 
tunity of  recommending  themselves  to 
c3 
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her.  Then  seeing  that  she  appeared 
shocked,  he  continued,  in  a  softened 
voice,  ^'  You  are  of  an  age,  CaroUne, 
when  young  ladies  have  no  objection  to 
T^e  wooed;  and,  though  I  do  not  mean  to 
exercise  any  decided  violence  over  your 
inclinations,  I  do  expect  that  a  proper 
deference  should  be  paid  to  my  wishes, 
which  I  will  now  once  for  all  explain, 
and  then  leave  it  to  your  mother's  care  to 
dispose  you  to  obedience.  I  do  not  urge 
much  in  favour  of  Sir  Charles  Benwell ; 
as  his  education  and  habits  are  so  very 
different  from  yours,  that  you  could  not 
probably  be  happy  with  him  :  but  he 
must  not  be  offended.  Respecting  Mr. 
Fairbank,  the  case  is  materially  different. 
His  situation  and  fortune  render  him  a 
ipost  desirable  alliance  ;  and  he  is  so 
good-natured  that  he  will  certainly  make 
an  indulgent  husband." 

Perceiving  her  daughter  turn  pale, 
Lady  Montrevor  made  a  sign  for  her  to 
leave  the  room.     This  her  father  would 
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have  prevented,  his  feelings  not  being 
yet  so  hardened  as  to  enable  him  to  bear 
unmoved  the  mild  representations  of  the 
wife  he  neglected.  Feeling,  therefore, 
something  like  protection  in  the  presence 
of  a  third  person,  he  endeavoured  to  re- 
tain Caroline  ;  but  she  was  so  much  af- 
fected by  what  had  already  passed,  that 
she  gladly  obeyed  her  mother,  who,  as 
jsoon  as  she  had  withdrawn,  endeavour- 
ing to  speak  with  firmness  and  compo- 
sure, said,  ''  Is,  then,  Mr.  Fairbank,  my 
Lord,  the  man  to  whom  you  would  con- 
fide the  happiness  of  an  only  child  ?  Can 
you  seriously  ask  your  daughter  to  be- 
come the  wife  of  one  you  so  justly  despise? 
Oh,  Montrevor!  do  not,  by  so  cruel  an 
act,  complete  my  sufferings.  Caroline 
has  learnt  to  bear  a  father's  indifference 
and  neglect,  and  duty  and  affection  urge 
her  to  comply  with  all  your  wishes  ;  but 
let  her  not  have  to  bend  under  an  unjust 
exercise  of  authority.  Her  heart  has  aU 
c4 
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ready  made  its  election,  and  we  hoped 
you  would  approve  her  choice." 

*^  She  must  not  think  of  Edward  !"  in- 
terrupted his  lordship,  with  some  emo- 
tion ;  ''  she  may  do  much  better  :  it  is  a 
childish  fancy,  which  a  short  time  will 
make  her  forget." 

*'  Good  heaven,  William  !  you  do  not 
seriously  intend  to  withdraw  your  word 
from  my  brother?" 

*'  Madam,  I  never  gave  my  word  ;"  he 
replied,  endeavouring  to  drown  in  anger 
the  more  gentle  feelings  struggling  in  his 
bosom.  '^  You  may  have  settled  the  af- 
fair between  you,  for  any  thing  I  know  ; 
but,  as  I  never  approved  the  connexion, 
I  never  positively  gave  my  consent." 
Then,  speaking  quick  and  in  a  louder 
voice,  to  avoid  interruption,  and  to  get 
rid  of  the  subject,  he  continued,  '^  In 
short,  madam,  my  word  is  at  this  time 
actually  given  to  Mr.  Fairbank.  I  am 
under    great — very   great — pecuniary — 
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obligations  ;  and  Caroline  must  pay  the 
debt,  for,  by  G — ,  I  cannot." 

He  then  hurried  out  of  the  room  in 
great  agitation,  leaving  his  astonished 
wife  grieved  and  alarmed.    Caroline  soon 
joined  her;  and,  though  her  mother  did 
not  repeat  all  that  had  passed,  she  learnt 
sufficient    to    increase    her    uneasiness. 
Lady  Montrevcr  exerted  herself  to  raise 
the  drooping  spirit  of  her  daughter,  say- 
ing she  should   immediately  solicit  the 
interposition  of  her  brother ;  and,  while 
she  embraced  her,  she,  for  the  first  time 
in  her  sorrowful  life,  relieved  her  own 
mind  by  giving  utterance  to  her  long- 
suppressed  grief 

Her  own  sufferings  had  never  wrung  a 
single  complaint  or  resentful  expression 
from  her  aching  heart ;  but,  when  she 
saw  that  her  beloved  Caroline  was  threat- 
ened with  unfeeling  severity  and  perse- 
cution, her  long-exerted  fortitude  was 
subdued,  and  expressions  of  reproachful 
anguish  and  despair  found  utterance. 
c5 
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Soon,  however,  these  impassioned  feel- 
ings disappeared  before  the  native  dignity 
and  habitual  virtue  of  her  mind,  and  she 
condemned  the  w^eakness  to  which  she 
had  unwarily  yielded.     In  the  warmth  of 
her  maternal  affection,  she  found   suffi- 
cient energy  to  rouse  that  spirit  which 
she  had  never  summoned  in  her  own  fa- 
vour, but  which  she  was  determined  fully 
to  exert  for  the  happiness  of  her  child, 
and  to  prevent  the  meditated  sacrifice. 

'^  Fear  not,  my  love,"  said  she  to  her 
daughter ;  "  severe  as  the  task  may  be, 
I  will  support  you  in  resisting  the  wishes 
of  your  infatuated  father ;  and  I  will  hope 
that  he  may  one  day  thank  me  for  pre- 
venting the  purchase  of  a  few  selfish  gra- 
tifications, or  the  absence  of  some  incon- 
veniences, at  the  expense  of  your  peace." 
Thus    aflfectionately    consoled,    Caro- 
line's fears   and  sorrows   abated ;    and, 
casting  with  fond  reliance   most  of  her 
cares  upon  her  mother,  she  endeavoured 
to  hope  her  father  would,  on  reflection. 
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give   up   intentions  which  would   meet 
with  such  decided  opposition. 

Mr.  Fairbank,  who  had  lately  been 
Lord  Montrevor's  guest,  was  now  absent 
for  some  days  on  a  visit  to  Brookdale ; 
and  Sir  Charles  Benwell  was  at  this  time 
staying  with  Mr.  Huntley ;  circumstances 
that  undoubtedly  assisted  much  in  restore 
ing  Caroline's  composure. 

Lady  Montrevor  determined  to  seize 
the  first  opportunity  of  telling  her  hus- 
band that,  if  he  did  not  immediately  dis- 
courage the  addresses  of  the  above 
gentlemen,  she  would,  on  the  first  suit- 
able occasion,  certainly  inform  them  that 
her  daughter  begged  to  decline  the  ho- 
nour of  their  attentions. 

Such  was  the  state  of  affairs  at  Arling- 
ham,  when,  as  the  family  were  one  morn- 
ing at  breakfast,  a  carriage  drove  up  to 
the  door,  and  Mr.  Fairbank  alighted  ; 
but  had  scarcely  done  so,  when  Sir 
Charles  Benwell  also  appeared,  mounted 
on  a  horse  whose  reeking  sides  declared 
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what  had  been  the  impatience  and  haste 
of  the  rider. 

The  Baronet  instantly  dismounted, 
and,  brushing  by  Mr.  Fairbank,  entered 
the  breakfast-room,  closely  followed  by 
the  latter,  who  endeavoured  to  keep  him 
back,  while,  in  a  hurried  manner,  he  said, 
*'  Lord  Montrevor,  I  must  beg  to  speak 
with  you  immediately." 

''  No,  my  Lord,"  hastily  interrupted 
Fairbank,  "  /  must  insist  upon  having 
an  explanation  with  you  first] — ray 
claims — " 

"•  D — n  your  claims,"  cried  Sir  Charles, 
vrith  ungovernable  passion.  ''  Begone, 
you  epitome  of  a  perfumer's  shop,  and 
never  attempt  to  contend  with  men." 

He  would  then  have  persuaded  Lord 
Montrevor  to  leave  the  room  with  him  ; 
but  this  the  latter  positively  refused,  and, 
expressing  much  indignation  at  Sir 
Charles's  behaviour,  directed  his  atten- 
tion to  Mr.  Fairbank,  who  sat  in  a  violent 
rasfe,  fannino^  himself  with  his  handker- 
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chief;  and,  wholly  regardless  of  Lord 
Montrevor's  efforts  to  pacify  him,  conti- 
nuing to  mutter  half  aloud,  ''  Curse  his 
insolence — the  brute  !  He  shall  give  me 
satisfaction — No;  I  will  not  debase  my- 
self by  fighting  such  a  savage,  the  law 
shall  revenge  rhe." 

•'  Sir,"  said  Lord  Montrevor,  fiercely 
to  Sir  Charles,  ''  this  behaviour  is  as  in- 
comprehensible as  displeasing  to  me." 

'*  Right,  my  Lord,"  cried  Fairbank, 
with  rising  courage,  and  quitting  the 
sofa  where  he  had  thrown  himself;  ''  he 
acts  like  a  barbarian  or  a  madman  ;  and 
if—" 

**  Dare  to  add  another  abusive  word, 
and  my  whip  shall  answer  you ;"  whis- 
pered the  enraged  Baronet  in  his  ear. 

*'  Fellow,"  replied  his  antagonist, 
''  you  shall  no  longer  shock  my  ears  and 
agitate  my  nerves  by  your  insulting  lan- 
guage ;  but  you  may  depend  upon  hearing 
from  me." 

Saying  this,  he  hastily  left  the  room, 
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accompanied  by  a  loud  halloo  from  Sir 
Charles  Benwell ;  while  Lord  Montrevor 
followed,  vainly  endeavouring  to  pacify 
and  detain  his  young  friend,  who  would 
listen  to  nothing  he  could  say,  but  drove 
in  great  anger  from  the  door,  loudly 
threatenino;  venoreance  on  the  head  of  his 
enemy. 

This  interruption,  and  all  that  had 
passed,  had  been  so  sudden  and  surpris- 
ing, that  Lady  Montrevor  had  not  thought 
of  withdrawing  ;  and  now,  having  some 
idea  of  the  meaning  of  the  scene,  she 
wished,  on  Caroline's  account,  to  hear  the 
result.  She  therefore  remained  in  the 
room,  but  desired  Caroline  and  Julia  to 
retire.  Miss  Montrevor  gladly  obeyed  ; 
but  the  latter,  who  had  been  much  enter- 
tained by  the  ouverture,  was  desirous 
also  of  seeing  \he  finale.  Though,  there- 
fore, she  arose,  she  loitered  in  the  room 
till  Lord  Montrevor  returned ;  who,  with 
rage  and  vexation  in  his  countenance, 
haughtily    demanded    of    Sir    Charles 


CONCEALMENT.  39 

Ben  well  an  explanation  of   his    strange 
conduct. 

*^  Few  words  are  necessary,  my  Lord ;" 
answered  Sir  Charles,  with  some  resent- 
ment.   *'  You  know  I  love  your  daughter, 
and  that,  for  some  reason  or  other,  with 
which   I   am    unacquainted,    you    have 
avoided  giving  me  any  decided  answer 
on  the  subject.     I  had  reason  to  believe 
the  gentleman  who  has  just  left  us  in- 
tended, in  an  underhanded  way,  to  thwart 
my  pretensions  ;  and  thinking,  after  what 
has  passed  between  your  lordship  and 
myself,  that  my  wishes  were  not  displeas- 
ing to  you,  I  was  desirous  of  being  be- 
forehand   with   him.      He,    it    appears, 
suspected  the  nature  of  my  errand ;  and 
thus  you  know  the  whole  affair.     And 
now,  having  driven  my  rival  off  the  field, 
I  trust  you  will  tell  me  if  I  have  any 
chance  of  success  with  Miss  Montrevor 
and  yourself" 

"  None  whatever.  Sir,"  haughtily  an- 
swered Lord  Montrevor,  whose  vexation 
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at  the  manner  in  which  Fairbank  had 
been  driven  away  was  converted  into 
rage  by  that  part  of  the  Baronet's  speech 
which  he  felt  was  an  allusion  to  the  pe- 
cuniary accommodations  his  growing  ne- 
cessities had  obliged  him  to  accept ;  '^  nor 
shall  you  ever  again  have  an  opportunity 
of  insulting  me  in  the  persons  of  my 
friends  in  this  house.  If  you  are  dissa- 
tisfied, I  will  answer  you  at  some  favour- 
able opportunity : — you  understand  me,  I 
suppose." 

''  Perfectly,  my  Lord,"  replied  Ben- 
well,  trembling  with  passion  ;  '^  but  I 
value  my  own  peace  of  mind  too  highly 
to  wish  for  the  explanation  to  which  you 
allude." 

Then  turning  to  Lady  Montrevor,  who 
sat  in  evident  alarm,  he  added,  "  Madam, 
before  I  take  my  leave,  allow  me  to  say 
how  proud  I  should  have  been  this  morn- 
ing to  have  formed  an  alliance  with  your 
family,  and  to  have  contributed  to  the 
happiness  of  your  daughter;  but,  as  it  is, 
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I  can  only  hope  she  may  meet  with  a 
man  disposed  to  value  her  as  I  would 
have  done." 

He  then  hastily  quitted  the  house  in 
considerable  emotion.  Lord  Montrevor 
shortly  after  rode  out  in  evident  ill-hu- 
mour, without  exchanging  a  word  with 
his  wife  on  the  late  meeting.  Lady 
Montrevor  was  not  wholly  without  un- 
easiness respecting  its  consequences; 
although  the  words  of  Sir  Charles,  and 
the  effeminate  character  of  Fairbank, 
tended  greatly  to  remove  the  alarm  she 
at  first  conceived :  while  she  flattered 
herself  and  Caroline,  that  one  good  effect 
arising  from  the  unpleasant  occurrences 
of  the  morning  would,  probably,  be  the 
release  of  the  latter  from  the  addresses  of 
both  gentlemen. 

Julia  had,  in  the  mean  time,  been  a  si- 
lent, unobserved,  but  not  uninterested, 
spectator  of  the  whole  transaction.  At 
first  she  had  entered,  with  a  natural  love 
of  harmless  mirth,  into  the  scene ;  but, 
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as  it  advanced,  a  secret  and  painful  con- 
sciousness arose  in  her  mind,  that  she 
was  perhaps  a  party  concerned  in  pro- 
ducing what  threatened  to  be  of  serious 
consequence;  and  apprehension,  more 
than  curiosity,  rivetted  her  to  the  spot. 
In  truth,  she  had  good  ground  for  this 
fear. 

As  she  had  by  degrees  recovered  her 
natural  flow  of  spirits,  so  gradually  did 
the  pleasure  she  took  in  the  lively  society 
of  Lord  Carlmaine  revive.  Not  that  vshe 
forgot  the  advice  of  her  brother  ;  but  she 
had  most  carefully  examined  her  heart, 
where  she  found  his  lordship  occupied 
positively  no  place,  except  that  of  an 
agreeable  man;  who,  being  ever  ready 
to  promote  the  general  amusement,  and 
hers  in  particular,  was  a  very  desirable 
acquisition  to  the  society  of  the  neigh- 
bourhood. She  therefore  felt  assured  she 
was  in  no  danger  of  losing  her  heart. 
Indeed,  after  much  reflection, — which 
Frederick's  c^aution  had  given  rise  to, 
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-^she  was  convinced,  that  Lord  Carl- 
maine,  however  graceful  in  his  person, 
and  pleasing  in  his  manners,  was  not  the 
man  whom  she  should  select  for  her  re- 
gard. Her  vanity  was,  however,  flattered 
by  his  preference ;  and  her  disposition, 
prone  to  mirth  and  gaiety,  accepted  with- 
out scruple  the  amusement  which  his  art- 
ful assiduities  offered  her. 

He  was  entertaining  in  all  common 
conversations ;  and,  by  many  nameless 
attentions,  she  acknowledged  that  he 
strongly  recommended  himself:  but,  with 
such  powerful  passports  in  his  favour, 
her  heart  told  her,  that  the  friend  of  her 
bosom,  and  the  protector  of  her  inexpe- 
rienced youth,  must  possess  those  esti- 
mable qualities,  whose  least  merit  is  that 
which  most  attracts  the  notice  and  ap- 
proval of  common  observers.  Here  the 
recollections  of  Selwyn's  strong  mind 
and  honourable  principles  almost  natu- 
rally arose  to  her  thoughts,  and  cast  into 
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deep  shade  the  superficial  advantages  of 
address  and  manners  of  his  cousin.  But 
then,  with  feelings  of  lessening  indif- 
ference, Julia  reflected,  how  almost  im- 
possible it  was  that  a  reciprocal  pre- 
ference should  ever  exist  where,  on  one 
side,  affection  was  almost  frightened 
away  by  the  austerity  of  unyielding  vir- 
tue ;  and,  on  the  other,  was  withheld 
from  an  unreasonable  expectation  of 
perfection. 

After  this  satisfactory  examination  of 
her  own  feelings,  she  passed  to  a  scrutiny 
of  Lord  Carlmaine's  behaviour  to  her. 
In  this  she  could  find  nothing  to  excite 
the  least  suspicion,  that  he  had  any  other 
view  in  his  good-humoured  notice  of  her, 
than  their  mutual  amusement.  Sur- 
rounded thus  on  all  sides  by  a  sense  of 
security,  and  choosing  to  imagine  that 
her  brother's  sole  reason  for  cautioning 
her  against  a  too-easy  familiarity  with 
his  lordship,  was  from  apprehension  of 
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her  becoming  attached  to  hitn,  Julia 
sought  not  to  check  his  increasing  at- 
tentions. 

Lord  Carlmaine,  having  determined 
to  clothe  his  approaches  to  the  heart  of 
our  heroine  in  the  unsuspicious  garb  of 
cheerful  indifference,  was  ever,  though 
cautiously,  endeavouring  to  recommend 
himself  to  her  notice,  and  to  seize  and 
lead  still  farther  every  flight  of  her  lively 
imagination ;  well  pleased  when  one  of 
her  enchanting  smiles,  or  familiar  bra vos, 
repaid  and  encouraged  his  efforts.  The 
great  intimacy  that  had  ever  subsisted 
between  Lady  Montrevor  and  Mr.  Hunt- 
ley's family  facilitated  an  intercourse 
Lord  Carlmaine  so  ardently  desired. 
From  Arlingham  to  Brookdale  Parsonage 
was  always  a  favourite  walk  or  ride  with 
Caroline  and  Julia ;  where  they  now  fre- 
quently met  the  junior  part  of  Lord 
Ashmore's  family.  In  one  of  these  morn- 
ing excursions  they  found  Lady  Eleanor 
Carlmaine,  with  her  nephew ;  soon  after. 
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Mr.  Stephen  Thornton,  with  his  sister 
Jessy,  joined  the  party. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntley  were  from  home, 
and  Miss  Huntley  confined  to  the  sofa 
by  a  sprained  ancle.  After  sitting  a 
short  time,  with  some  appearance  of 
restlessness,  Lady  Eleanor  suddenly  pro- 
posed, that  the  party  should  walk,  and 
call  upon  Lady  Maria ;  who  was  suffer- 
ing from  a  severe  cold.  The  plan  w^as 
readily  acceded  to  by  all  but  Caroline, 
who  declared  her  intention  of  keeping 
Miss  Huntley  company  till  their  return  ; 
and  the  three  ladies,  escorted  by  Lord 
Carlmaine  and  Mr.  Thornton,  set  out. 

The  design  of  Lady  Eleanor  was  soon 
very  apparent ;  for,  accepting  the  offered 
arm  of  Stephen,  she  quickly  advanced  so 
far  beyond  the  rest  of  the  party,  as  to 
prevent  the  possibility  of  their  hearing 
the  subject  of  each  other's  conversation* 
This  manoeuvre  furnished  much  matter 
of  pleasantry  to  the  lively  trio  that 
followed. 


CONCEALMENT.  47 

Lord  Carlmaine,  in  particular,  was 
much  amused  by  what  he  called  his 
aunt's  "  gentle  flurry,"  and  the  enhvening 
effect  produced  on  the  sombre,  inanimate 
features  of  young  Thornton.  Once  Lady 
Eleanor  seemed  to  recollect  that  her 
avant-march  might  be  liable  to  remark ; 
and,  slackening  her  pace,  she  entered 
into  conversation  with  Jessy,  leaving 
Stephen  to  plod  on  behind.  Lord  Carl- 
maine turned  round,  and  observing  that 
the  features  of  Strephon  (as  he  had  lately 
called  him,)  had  resumed  their  heavy 
cast,  he  exclaimed,  with  much  bombast, 
addressing  Julia,  and  pointing  to  young 
Thornton, — 

•'  Williout  the  smile  from  partial  beauty  won, 
Lo !  wliat  were  man  ! — a  world  without  a  sun." 

^^  You  always,  my  lord,"  said  the  un- 
suspicious Stephen,  ''have  a  very  good 
knack  at  saying  smart  things.  Beauty 
is,  indeed,  very  like  the  sun, — -in  and 
out,  and  never  lasting."— Then  winking 
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significantly  at  Julia,  (for  whom  he 
thought  the  compliment  intended,)  he 
joined  her  ladyship,  and  they  both  again 
walked  forward,  leaving  their  friends 
almost  convulsed  with  laughter. 

Jessy  then  diverted  the  conversation, 
by  asking,  if  Miss  Montrevor  had  been 
so  hard-hearted  as  to  refuse  Mr.  Fair- 
bank  ;  who,  she  understood,  was  no  longer 
a  guest  at  Arlingham. 

Julia  answered,  that  the  gentleman  had 
certainly  not  been  dismissed,  as  he  had 
never  disclosed  his  mind :  '*  but,"  she 
continued,  ''he  is  so  desperately  in  love, 
that  I  really  pity  him ;  as  I  know  he  has 
no  chance." 

''  Nor  our  friend  the  baronet  either,  if 
I  mistake  not,"  said  Lord  Carlmaine. 

''No,  no,"  answered  Julia:  "Miss 
Montrevor  is  too  bright  a  diamond  for 
such  rough  setting,  however  intrinsically 
good :  nor  would  I  see  it  shine  as  Mr.  Fair- 
bank's.  It  is  formed  to  shed  its  lustre 
over  scenes  of  domestic  happiness,  for 
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which  neither  of  these  gentlemen  seem 
suited.  One  she  would  despise,  and  to 
the  other,  half  her  worth  would  be 
useless." 

Many  animated  observations  followed 
upon  the  ridiculous  contrast  between  the 
rivals, — of  whom  Julia  said  she  heartily 
wished  her  friend  fairly  rid;  adding, 
with  inconsiderate  pleasantry,—"  How  I 
should  like  to  send  an  anonymous  letter 
to  each  of  them,  advising  an  immediate 
application  to  Lord  Montrevor ;  stating, 
that  I  knew  such  svas  the  intention  of 
the  rival  candidate,  and  that  no  time  was 
to  be  lost, — as  much  might  depend  upon 
the  first  proposal." 

The  idea  was  highly  approved  by  Jessy 
and  Lord  Carlmaine :  the  latter  took 
down  notes  of  instruction  (as  he  called 
them,)  in  his  pocket-book;  saying,  he 
should  have  great  pleasure,  on  this  occa- 
sion, in  being  her  amanuensis.  Julia 
reminded  him  to  be  careful  in  disguising 
his  hand;   and   then    wholly  dismissed 
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from  her  mind  di  foolish  joke  ^ — the  effect 
only  of  her  buoyant  spirits,  and  wholly 
without  premeditation  or  design.  In  this 
light  Jessy  Thornton  had  also  considered 
it.  And  so  did  Lord  Carlmaine  ;  but  to 
his  wily  mind,  which  was  ever  on  the 
watch,  this  unguarded  conversation  im- 
mediately presented  an  opportunity ; 
which,  if  judiciously  managed,  might 
draw  the  unwary  girl  into  an  entangle- 
ment, productive  of  some  agreeable  con- 
sequences to  himself.  Nothing  farther 
occurred,  however,  on  the  subject  at  this 
time.  The  intended  visit  was  paid  to 
Lady  Maria,  with  whom  they  found  SeU 
wyn  ;  who  felt  a  momentary  sensation  of 
pain  at  seeing  his  cousin  the  favoured 
companion  of  Julia.  He  could  not  refuse 
himself  the  pleasure  of  walking  back 
with  her  ;  when  the  conversation,  by  his 
means,  assumed  a  very  different  turn  to 
what  it  had  before  taken. 

Julia  was  sensible  of  the  difference, 
and  was  well  pleased  to  listen,  instead  of 
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furnishing  herself  the  chief  subject,  as  in 
the  first  part  of  the  walk.  Her  mind 
was  enlightened,  and  discriminating;  con- 
sequently, when  unbiassed  by  prejudice, 
and  not  pre-occupied  by  her  usual  wish 
for  amusement,  capable  of  very  justly 
appreciating  the  manly  sense,  and  deli- 
cate refinement,  that  peculiarly  marked 
whatever  fell  from  the  lips  of  Selwyn. 
And,  when  addressing  himself  to  her, 
there  was  a  soft  insinuating  expression 
of  tenderness  in  his  eyes,  that  conveyed 
to  her  heart  a  more  gratifying  sensation 
than  all  the  flattering  compliments  of 
Lord  Carlmaine  had  ever  been  able  to 
excite. 

Often,  however,  before  this  pleasing 
emotion  was  confirmed,  or  had  time  to 
subside,  some  look  or  speech  of  hers 
recalled  the  fading  caution  of  Selwyn; 
when  Julia,  with  mingled  regret  and 
anger,  noticed  his  now  well-known 
penetrating  look  of  scrutiny,  doubt,  and 
suspicion;  and  she  would  turn,  with 
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affected  indifference  and  assumed  viva- 
city, to  Lord  Carlmaine,  or  any  one  else, 
who  happened  to  be  near  her. 

The  ill-timed  joke  which  Julia  had 
permitted  herself,  respecting  Sir  Charles 
Benwell  and  Mr.  Fairbank,  never  recur- 
red to  her  thoughts  ;  till  the  scene  be- 
tween them  at  Arlingham,  not  only 
brought  it  to  her  recollection,  but,  at  the 
same  time,  excited  sincere  remorse  :  for, 
from  what  had  been  said  by  the  gentle- 
men on  that  occasion,  she  was  almost 
certain  Lord  Carlmaine  had  actually 
effected  the  foolish  scheme  she  had  most 
innocently  suggested,  without  the  smallest 
idea  of  its  being  put  in  practice. 

The  more  she  thought  of  all  that  had 
passed,  the  more  bitter  became  her  self- 
reproaches,  for  the  unintentional  part  she 
had  taken  in  the  business ;  and,  wholly 
unable  to  quiet  her  fears,  she  sought 
Lady  Montrevor,  determined  to  confess 
the  whole  affair,  and  procure  from  her 
pardon  and  consolation. 
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Her  ladyship  was,  unfortunately,  not 
to  be  found.  When  she  left  the  break- 
fast-room, JuHa,  engrossed  by  the  un- 
pleasant recollections  and  emotions  of  her 
mind,  still  occupied  one  corner  of  it, 
unobserved  by  Lady  Montrevor,  who 
hastened  to  her  daughter's  apartment,  to 
talk  over  what  had  just  occurred.  Julia, 
after  seeking  her  in  vain  in  several  other 
rooms,  followed  her  to  that  of  Miss  Mon- 
trevor ;  but  her  ladyship,  with  Caroline, 
had  just  quitted  it  by  another  door. 
It  now  occurred  to  Julia,  that  Lady 
Montrevor  must  have  gone  out;  and, 
determined  not  to  rest  till  she  had  re- 
lieved her  mind  from  the  weight  that  at 
this  moment  oppressed  it,  she  ran  down 
to  one  of  the  lodges  in  the  Park  ;  know- 
ing the  occupier  was  unwell,  and  thinking 
her  ladyship  was  probably  gone  to  see 
her. 

As  she  approached  the  gate,  Lord 
Carlmaine,  to  her  surprise,  suddenly 
rode  up;  and,  instantly  dismounting, 
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begged  to  say  a  few  words  to  her.  She 
answered  only  by  saying, — ''  I  hope,  my 
lord,  I  have  unnecessarily  frightened  my- 
self; and  that  you  never  thought  again 
of  our  foolish  conversation  the  other  day, 
about  Mr.  Fairbank  and  Sir  Charles 
Benwell." 

"Indeed,  I  did  think  of  it,  and  have 
done  as  you  desired  me,  my  dear  Miss 
Lawrence ;"  he  replied. 

"Good  heavens!  how  could  you  so 
misunderstand  me  ]  Oh  dear  !  how  much 
I  am  to  blame !" 

Lord  Carlmaine  seized  her  uplifted 
hand ;  and,  pressing  it  with  respectful 
interest,  said, — "  Do  not  agitate  your- 
self; this  will  all  blow  over.  We  are 
both,  perhaps,  to  blame ;  but,  if  we  keep 
our  own  counsel,  the  joke  will  pass  off, 
and  the  authors  of  it  will  not  be  disco- 
vered." 

Julia  hastily  withdrew  her  hand  ;  and, 
shrinking  with  native  purity  from  tli^ 
idea  of  being  thus  familiarly  associated 
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with  a  young  man  in  a  transaction  of  a 
nature  to  require  concealment,  she  said, 
rather  haughtily,  and  with  firmness,— 
*^I  beg  your  pardon,  my  lord;  there 
shall  be  no  secrecy  in  the  business  :  I  am, 
at  this  moment,  in  search  of  Lady  Mon- 
trevor,  for  the  purpose  of  making  her 
acquainted  with  the  whole  of  my  im- 
prudence." 

This  was  not  the  result  Lord  Carl- 
maine  meditated  ;  and  he  determined,  if 
possible,  to  prevent  it :  but,  seeing  some 
one  advancing  from  the  house,  he  endea- 
voured to  persuade  Julia  to  enter  for  a 
moment  the  lodge ;  but  in  vain :  and  he 
then  said, — '^  For  God's  sake,  Miss 
Lawrence,  think  what  you  are  going  to 
do.  Besides  exposing  your  own  charac- 
ter to  public  animadversions  and  censure, 
you  will  unnecessarily  endanger  the  lives 
of  Sir  Charles  Benwell  and  Mr.  Fair- 
bank, — to  say  nothing  of  myself:  for,  if 
it  is  known  I  am  the  author  of  those  con- 
founded letters, — which  you  unfortu- 
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nately  dictated,  and  I,  who  ought  to  have 
known  better,  imprudently  wrote, — they 
cannot  possibly  avoid  calling  me  out." 

'*  Oh,  heavens !"  exclaimed  Julia,  shud- 
dering. 

''  Nothing  of  all  this  can  happen,"  said 
his  lordship,  "  if  you  promise  to  keep  the 
whole  a  secret." 

*'I  will  promise  any  thing,"  she  re- 
turned, with  great  agitation,  '^  to  prevent 
such  terrible  consequences." 

'^  I  will  rely  then  on  your  word,'^  he  an- 
swered ;  ''  and  shall  act  accordingly  ;  so 
mind,  and  be  very  guarded  and  discreet : 
leave  every  thing  to  me,  and  all  shall  be 
settled.  Here  is  a  note  I  had  written  on 
the  subject,  and  which  I  hoped  to  have 
an  opportunity  of  giving  you,  if  I  had 
found  it  impossible  to  speak  to  you. 
What  I  say  about  Jessy  Thornton  you 
may  trust :"  saving  this,  he  hastily  put 
the  note  into  her  hand,  and,  mounting 
his  horse,  rode  away. 

Julia  made  an  attempt  to  reject  the 
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note ;  but,  seeing  at  this  moment  Selwyn, 
with  his  gun,  cross  a  stile  from  an  oppo- 
site field,  she  hastily  put  it  into  her 
pocket ;  and,  with  secret  vexation,  that 
this  last  unlucky  circumstance  was  added 
to  her  other  distressing  feelings,  she  re- 
turned with  precipitation  to  the  house. 
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CHAPTER  III. 


"  I  would  establish  a  court  of  honour,  with  a  power  of 
awarding  those  submissions  and  acknowledgments,  which 
it  is  generally  the  purpose  of  a  challenge  to  obtain." 

PALEY  ON  DUELLING. 

"  How  long  shall  tyrant  custom  bind 

In  slavish  chains  the  lui man  mind  ? 
How  long  shall  false  fantastic  Honour  draw 

The  vengeful  sword,  with  fury  fell, 

And  rancorous  Malice,  dark  as  hell, 
In  spite  of  Reason's  rule,  and  Nature's  eldest  law  ?"     , 

SOMERVILLE. 


On  leaving  home,  Lord  Montrevor  has- 
tened to  Brookdale, — galled  by  many 
contending  recollections,  and  execrating 
the  follies  and  vices  which  now  forced 
his  proud  soul  to  crouch  before  a  man 
he  despised.  Some  little  remains  of 
goodness  aggravated  the  bitterness  of 
these  reflections,  and  might  have  led  to  a 
train  of  thinking  ultimately  favourable  to 
virtue  :  he  had  at  this  time  the  courage 
even  to  contemplate  the  possibility  of 
contending  with  habits  of  long  and 
sturdy  growth ;  to  view  with  composure 
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the  envenomed  ridicule  of  his  vicious 
companions ;  and  to  form  the  wish  of 
emancipating  himself,  by  a  desperate 
struggle,  from  the  tyranny  of  passions, 
whose  gratification  w^as  now  succeeded 
by  satiety  and  unmixed  abhorrence. 

The  time,  indeed,  seemed  to  be  pro- 
pitious ;  forsaken  virtue  might  have  per- 
haps recovered  her  long-lost  votary  ;  but 
the  magnitude  and  complication  of  Lord 
Montrevor's  pecuniary  difficulties  soon 
recurred  to  his  recollection,  and  impe- 
riously urged  the  necessity  of  continuing 
his  present  guilty  course.  He  was  in- 
debted to  Mr.  Fairbank  to  a  very  consi- 
derable amount,  and  there  was  but  one 
way  of  repaying  him  ;  if  that  failed,  he 
had  no  resource, — so  destitute  had  his 
extravagant  habits  rendered  him. 

When  he  arrived  at  Brookdale,  he 
found  that  gentleman  giving  an  account 
to  the  earl  and  his  son  of  the  indignities 
ha  had  just  received.     The  former  con- 
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doled  with  him  with  all  the  seriousness 
he  could  command  ;  while  Lord  Carl- 
maine  affirmed  there  was  but  one  way  of 
healing  his  wounded  honour, — namely,  to 
call  Sir  Charles  out.  This  advice  did  not 
at  all  suit  the  nerves  of  his  friend ;  who  had 
not  yet  recovered  from  his  late  agitation. 
Being  left  alone  with  Mr.  Fairbank, 
Montrevor  expressed  his  concern  for  the 
ungentlemanly  treatment  he  had  met  with 
under  his  roof.  In  answer  to  this,  the 
former  protested,  that  nothing  but  the 
blood  of  Sir  Charles  could  wash  away 
the  injury  he  had  received ;  observing, 
that  the  insult  had  been  offered  him  at 
Arlingham,  and,  consequendy,  was  as 
great  an  affront  to  him  (Lord  Montrevor) 
as  to  himself.  From  thence  he  inferred, 
that  his  lordship  was  the  person  who 
ought  to  require  satisfaction  from  Sir 
Charles  Ben  well ;  insinuating,  at  the 
same  time,  that,  much  as  he  loved  Miss 
Montrevor,  nothing  should  induce  him  to 
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become  the  son-in-law  of  a  man,  who 
had  seen  him  so  grossly  insulted  in  his 
house  without  resentins^  it. 

At  length  Lord  Montrevor  was  con- 
vinced, that  nothing  would  appease  the 
anger  of  this  young  man  against  Benwell 
but  a   duel ;  which   his  cowardice   and 
effeminacy   prevented   his   engaging    in 
personally.     He  also  felt  assured,  that, 
if   he    refused    to    step   forward  as  his 
champion   on   this  occasion,   he   would 
immediately  be  called  upon  for  the  pay- 
ment of  a  sura  he  had  no  means  of  raising. 
Thus  pressed  by  present  fears  and  fu- 
ture hopes,  and  enslaved  by  his  necessi- 
ties,   Lord   Montrevor   yielded   to  what 
Mr.  Fairbank  so  evidently  wished,  and 
proposed  writing  to   Sir  Charles   Ben- 
well.     Great  difficulty  now  occurred  in 
framing  the  letter ;  Fairbank  being  desi- 
rous  that   a  challenge  should    be  sent 
without  any  alternative  :  but  to  this  Lord 
Montrevor  positively  objected. 

It  was  settled,  at  last,  that  the  baronet 
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should  be  required  to  make  a  decided, 
unconditional  apology  to  Mr.  Fairbank, 
both  in  the  presence  of  Montrevor,  and 
that  of  the  ladies  who  had  witnessed  the 
affront.  Finding  this  contemptible  young 
man  as  implacable  as  cowardly,  and  that 
he  was  determined  to  relinquish  no  part 
of  the  unmanly  concessions  he  required, 
Lord  Montrevor  immediately  wrote  the 
concerted  letter. 

Mr.  Fairbank  now  gave  as  many  weak 
testimonies  of  satisfaction  as  he  had  be- 
fore shewn  of  anger  and  pusillanimity. 
He  shook  Lord  Montrevor  heartily  by 
the  hand,  saying,— '*  Now  I  really  be- 
lieve, Montrevor,  you  are  my  friend ; 
and,  to  prove  that  I  will  not  be  out-done 
in  generosity,  I  swear  that,  when  you  re- 
turn from  your  brush  with  that  brutal 
baronet,  I  will  give  you  up  all  the  secu- 
rities for  the  money  I  have  lent  you." 

**  And,  if  I  never  return '?"  said  Lord 
Montrevor,  gloomily. 

"Why,  to  ba  sure,  that  would  be  very 
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awk^yard,"  answered  this  kind  friend, 
without  the  smallest  emotion:  ''but,  in 
that  case,  I  would  burn  them  ;  and  thus 
your  heirs  would  never  be  troubled  with 
the  business," 

Anaidst  all  the  guiltj  wanderings  of  a 
heart  not  always  vicious,  Montrevor  still 
retained  some  few  latent  sparks  of  almost 
extinguished  virtue  ;  which,  if  they  did 
not  light  him  to  goodly  deeds  himself, 
shewed  him  plainly  the  faults  of  others. 
Thus  it  was  on  the  present  occasion  ; 
and  he  would   instantly  have  turned  in 
disgust  from  the  cold  and  selfish  being 
before  him  ;  but  a  moment's  reflection 
ta^ught  him  the  pplicy  of  concealing  his 
feelings,  an^  he  forced  himself  to  expre^ 
a  proper  sense  of  these  friendly  demon- 
strations.    The  important,  but  difficult, 
matter  of  finding  immediately  a  second, 
was  next  discussed  ;  and  Lprd  Montrevor 
reiaplleQteii.  a    young    na,val    officer  at 
E.xe.ter;  to^  w,hprn:  he  wrote,  explaining 
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the  business,  and  enclosing  the  note  to 
Sir  Charles,  with  a  request  that  it  should 
be  delivered  without  delay. 

His  lordship  then  called  his  servant, 
and  gave  the  necessary  orders  in  pre- 
sence of  Fairbank;  whose  vindictive 
spirit  was  so  gratified  by  this  prospect 
of  the  baronet's  chastisement,  that  he 
cancelled  the  whole  of  Lord  Montrevor's 
debt,  by  committing  his  several  bonds  to 
the  flames. 

At  another  time  the  gratitude  of  Mon- 
trevor  would  have  been  proportionate  to 
the  weight  thus  taken  off  his  mind  ;  but 
at  this  moment  a  consciousness  of  his  de- 
graded situation,  and  the  contempt  with 
which  he  regarded  Mr.  Fairbank,  excited 
gloomy  and  impatient  feelings,  rather 
than  a  sense  of  obligation,  or  any  senti- 
ment of  pleasure.  He  endeavoured  to 
quiet  his  indignant  spirit  by  reflecting, 
that,  if  he  lived,  he  had  earned  by  dan- 
ger the  money  thus  remitted ;  and,  if  he 
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fell)-  why  then  it  mattered  not,  and 
Fairbank  would  cheaply  have  bought  his 
ignoble  safety. 

They  then  shook  hands  and  parted : 
Mr.  Fairbank  meanly  congratulating  him- 
self on  the  success  of  his  plans,  and  Lord 
Montrevor  thoroughly  dissatisfied  with 
his  present  situation  ;  without,  indeed, 
any  oppressive  or  distinct  fears  of  the 
personal  danger  to  which  he  was  about 
to  be  exposed:  but  disordered  and  goad- 
ed by  the  stings  of  a  troubled  conscience ; 
restless,  yet  without  a  satisfactory  motive 
of  action :  unable  to  stop ;  unwilling  to 
proceed. 

In  less  than  an  hour  after  this  inter- 
view, Mr.  Fairbank  was  on  his  way  to 
town  ;  anxious  to  escape  the  unpleasant 
flurry  and  nervous  agitation  to  which  a 
longer  stay  in  the  neighbourhood  at  this 
time  would  expose  him.  Reclining,  in  ease 
and  safety,  in  his  travelling  chariot,  and 
attended  by  his  watchful  friend  and  valet 
Blondin,  he  thought  not  of  the  danger  to 
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which  two  of  his  fellow-creatures  were 
exposed  on  his  account.  Or,  if  ugly 
ideas  would  arise,  in  spite  of  his  efforts 
to  keep  them  down,  or  if,  while  he  dozed, 
bloody  phantoms  flitted  before  him,  he 
quieted  his  mind,  and  charmed  the 
frightful  spectres,  by  recollecting,  that 
such  meetings  daily  took  place,  not  only 
without  fatal  consequences,  but  even 
unattended  with  bloodshed.  He  also 
reflected,  with  much  self-satisfaction, 
that  he  had  paid  Lord  Montrevor  very 
handsomely  for  the  job  ;  and,  as  for  the 
savage  baronet,  it  did  not  much  signify 
what  happened  to  him :  he  was  a  great 
brute,  and  could  never  be  missed  in  the 
civilized  world. 

Lord  Montrevor  immediately  returned 
home,  to  await  Sir  Charles's  apology,  or 
his  consent  to  meet  him,  at  an  early  hour, 
the  next  morning.  His  mind  was  in  too 
agitated  a  state  to  bear  the  presence  of 
his  family ;  but,  anxious  to  prevent  all 
suspicions  of  the  meeting  in  Lady  Mon^ 
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trevor,  as  soon  as  he  heard,  from  Lieut. 
Cooper,  that  Sir  Charles  would  be  punc- 
tual to  the  appointment,  he  sought  her  ; 
and  told  her  that  urgent  business  called 
him  to  town  ;  and,  as  a  farther  deception, 
requested  she  would  inform  him  imme- 
diately,  if  any  thing  occurred  between 
Fairbank    and  Sir  Charles:    which,  he 
added,  he  did  not  in  the  least  expect, 
considering  the  peaceable  disposition  of 
the  former.    In  answer  to  his  wife^s  fears, 
that  he  might  hear  more  from  Sir  Charles, 
Lord  Montrevor  reminded  her  of  the  de- 
claration on  that  head  made  in  the  morn- 
ing by  the  baronet. 

Thus  considerably  re-assured.  Lady 
Montrevor  saw  her  husband  depart,  well 
satisfied  that  he  should  at  this  time  quit 
a  scene,  which,  she  could  not  but  fear, 
might  be  pregnant  with  danger.  For 
still  his  safety  was  dear  to  her  heart  ;^ 
which,  though  often  chilled  by  unkind- 
ness  and  neglect,  was  yet  ever  ready  to 
admit    the    rekindling  warmth  of   past 
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affection,  on  the  slightest  appearance  of 
even  a  momentary  return  of  that  regard 
she  had  so  long,  and,  alas !  so  vainly, 
sought  to  regain. 

Lord  Montrevor's  object,  in  leaving 
home,  was  to  secure  the  secrecy  he  could 
not  command  in  his  own  house.  He 
therefore  went  no  farther  than  to  one  in 
the  neighbourhood  of  the  place  that  had 
been  fixed  upon  for  his  meeting  with  Sir 
Charles  ;  where  his  servant  procured  him 
accommodation. 

He  spent  much  of  the  night  in  writing 
to  Lady  Montrevor ;  till,  unable  to  bear 
the  agony  of  a  mind  torn  by  remorse,  or 
to  express  the  sensations  that  wrung  his 
soul,  he  cast  all  that  he  had  written  into 
the  fire ;  and,  calling  for  brandy,  drank 
till  he  had  effectually  drowned  all  discri- 
minating sense  of  pleasure  or  suffering, 
and  sunk  into  the  lethargic  sleep  of  in- 
toxication. This  debasing  alternative 
was,  indeed,  the  only  one  remaining,  to 
the  self-accusing  Montrevor,  as  a  refuge 
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from  reflections  which  he  could  not  ba- 
nish ;  and  which  habits  of  vicious  indul- 
gence rendered  insupportable  to  a  heart 
where  some  good  feelings  still  kept  their 
place. 

From   this  state  of  oblivion  he  was 
roused  at  the  appointed  time  ;  and,  with 
his  senses  scarcely  sobered,  he  accom- 
panied Lieut.  Cooper,  and  the  surgeon 
he  had  brought,  to  the  place  of  meeting. 
The    baronet   was   already  there.     The 
night,  with  him,  had  been  spent  in  a  very 
different  way  from  that  just  described. 
He  was  constitutionally  brave ;  but  had 
never   before  tried  his  courage  in  this 
way.      His   judgment    condemned    the 
practice,    and    his   moral  and  religious 
feelings  revolted  against  it.     Lord  Mon- 
trevor,  too,  was  the  father  of  the  lovely 
woman  for  whom  he  felt  a  sincere  attach- 
ment: no,  he  could  not  arm   his  hand 
against  his  life.     Yet  the  commiinication 
he  had  received  was  couched  in  such  of- 
fensive terms,  that  he  had  been  unable  to 
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answer  it  in  any  other  way  than  by  ac- 
cepting the  challenge ;  though  he  still 
hoped  to  shun  the  serious  result.  He 
then  applied  himself  to  put  his  affairs  in 
the  best  order  the  time  would  allow,  in 
case  his  conciliatory  endeavours  proved 
fruitless  ;  determining  to  leave  no  effort 
untried,  consistent  with  a  just  regard  for 
his  own  honour,  to  avoid  proceeding  to 
painful  extremities. 

The  friend  vvho  accompanied  him, 
entered  fully  into  his  sentiments ;  but 
they  were  met  with  insulting  scorn  by 
their  opponents.  Lord  Montrevor  was 
not  in  full  possession  of  his  reasoning  fa- 
culties ;  and  his  second  was  one  of  those 
blind  sticklers  for  the  phantom  honour, 
who  daily  trample  on  the  substantial  part 
of  that  high  quality,  and  unblushingly 
defraud  the  industrious  tradesman  of  his 
due,  or  carry  distress  and  agony  into  the 
bosom  of  families  for  the  gratification  of 
their  licentious  passions.  Thus  compel- 
led, Sir  Charles  reluctantly  took  his  stand. 
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Principles  of  religion  and  humanity, 
which  did  honour  to  his  heart,  unnerved 
his  arm ;  and  his  fire  took  no  effect.  Lord 
Montrevor  was  still  less  master  of  him- 
self; but  he  wounded  Sir  Charles  in  the 
shoulder,  who  let  fall  the  pistol,  and  the 
seconds  declared  themselves  satisfied. 

The  sight  of  the  blood  from  Sir 
Charles's  wound  seemed  instantly  to  dis- 
pel the  mist  from  the  senses  of  Lord 
Montrevor ;  who,  in  unfeigned  anxiety, 
supported  his  antagonist,  expressing  his 
regret  for  what  had  happened. 

The  baronet  answered,  that  he  was  not 
materially  hurt,  and  much  wished  that 
they  should  mutually  forget  all  that 
had  passed.  Lord  Montrevor  assured 
him  of  his  friendship;  and,  having  had 
the  satisfaction  of  hearing  from  the  sur- 
geon there  was  no  reason  to  fear  the 
wound  would  prove  mortal,  he  threw 
himself  into  his  carriage,  and  proceeded 
towards  London ;  having  requested  Lieut. 
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Cooper  to  be  the  bearer  of  the  news, 
and  a  note  to  Arlinghara,  and  to  use  all 
proper  caution  in  communicating  it  to 
Lady  Montrevor. 

We  must  do  Lord  Montrevor  the  jus- 
tice to  say,  that  he  regretted  much  at  this 
moment  the  unlucky  absence  of  Mr. 
Byngham  and  Mr.  Dermont;  either  of 
whom  would,  he  felt,  have  much  better 
acquitted  themselves  of  such  an  errand 
than  the  messenger  he  sent. 

From  his  late  unusual  depression  and 
painful  sensations,  Lord  Montrevor's  spi- 
rits had  now  risen  to  an  unnatural 
height,  and  his  heart  beat  with  joy  at  his 
late  escape:  not  only  from  death, — whose 
fancied  approach  had  chilled,  for  a  mo^ 
ment,  his  faculties  with  horror, — but  also 
from  the  anguish  of  having  killed,  or  ma- 
terially injured,  a  fellow-creature.  All 
his  late  awakened  feelings  of  remorse, 
and  half-formed  purposes  of  reformation, 
were  dismissed  as  the  recollections  of  a 
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feverish  dream  ;  and  he  was  impatient  to 
lose  them  completely,  in  his  accustomed 
scenes  of  dissipation. 

It  was,  indeed,  strictly  true,  that  the 
art  of  forgetfulness  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary to  his  peace :  pleasure  he  eagerly, 
yet  now  vainly,  sought ;  but,  in  failure  of 
this,  occupation  of  any  sort  was  wel- 
comed by  a  mind,  torn  by  corroding 
cares,  and  flying  to  oblivion,  as  its  last, 
sad  refuge. 

Lady  Montrevor  did  not  miss  the  kind 
sympathy  of  a  friend  to  prepare  her  for 
the  unpleasant  communication,  with 
which  Lieut.  Cooper  had  been  charged. 
Though  in  great  pain  from  his  wound,  the 
heart  of  Sir  Charles  was  alive  to  the  fear 
that  she  might  suffer  by  hearing  sud- 
denly what  had  happened ;  he  therefore 
prevailed  on  Cooper  to  accompany  him 
to  the  Parsonage  at  Brookdale,  and  re- 
sign his  commission  to  Mr.  Huntley. 

The  latter  was  inexpressibly  shocked 

VOL.  H.  E 
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at  the  alarming  appearance  of  the  baronet. 
As  soon  as  he  had  heard  the  particulars 
of  the  transaction,  and  had  ascertained 
from  the  surgeon  that  care  and  quiet 
was  all  that  was  necessary  to  prevent  se- 
rious consequences,  he  gladly  yielded  to 
the  suggestion  of  Sir  Charles,  and  im- 
mediately set  off  to  carry  the  unfortunate 
intelligence  to  Lady  Montrevor. 

Her  ladyship  proved  on  this  occasion, 
as  she  did  on  most  others  which  drew 
forth  her  character,  the  strength  of  her 
understanding,  the  sincerity  of  her  piety, 
and  the  sensibility  of  her  heart.  How- 
ever guarded  Mr.  Huntley  was  in  enter- 
ing upon  the  subject,  her  fears  and 
penetration  outstripped  his  words,  and 
she  exclaimed,  with  solemn  anguish, 
grasping  the  hand  of  Mr.  Huntley, — 
^'  Tell  me  not,  my  friend,  that  Sir  Charles 
has  fallen  by  my  husband:  nor  that 
Montrevor  has  suffered  by  a  murderer's 
hand." — Mr.  Huntley  gave  Lord  Montre- 


CONCEALMENT. 


75 


vor's  note,  and  hastened  to  remove  all 
apprehensions  by  relating  what  had 
happened. 

Lady  Montrevor  listened  with  silent 
attention;  and,  though  she  felt  joyful  for 
the  safety  of  her  husband,  it  was  chas- 
tened by  the  thought  of  the  guilt  in- 
curred by  the  man  she  still  too  fondly 
loved.  ^ 

^' You,  my  dear  sir,"  said  she,  ^^  must 
instruct  and  assist  me  in  offering  my 
thanks  to  that  Divine  goodness,  which 
has  preserved  the  ill -judging  Montrevor 
from  the  guilt  and  horrors  that  this  day 
threatened  him." 

To  this  sentiment,  another  arose  spon- 
taneously to  her  mind ;  and  she  prayed, 
with  inward  fervour,  that  this  signal 
preservation  might  be  preparatory  to 
that  great  blessing  she  had  so  long  and 
fervently  solicited  from  heaven  for  her 
husband, — namely,  the  grace  to  see  and 
amend  the  errors  of  his  life. 

If  the  pious  wishes  of  this  excellent 
e2 
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wife  were  unavailing  for  the  object  of  her 
tender  solicitude,  at  least  her  prayers 
returned  with  blessings  to  her  own  bo- 
som. After  a  few  moments  spent  in 
these  meditations,  religion,  with  its  train 
of  comforts,  entered :  its  influence  was 
visible;  her  air  and  manner  became 
composed,  and  expressive  of  virtuous 
resignation.  She  repeated  her  warm 
acknowledgments  for  the  friendly  atten- 
tions of  Mr.  Huntley  ;  who  soon  left  her, 
to  return  to  his  relation  with  an  account 
of  this  interview. 

Caroline  was  much  shocked  at  the  re- 
lation given  by  Lady  Montrevor  of  the 
danger  to  which  her  father  had  been 
exposed.  He,  however,  was  safe  ;  and, 
more  confirmed  than  ever  in  the  hope 
that,  after  what  had  passed,  all  idea  of  an 
alliance  with  Mr.  Fairbank  would  be 
wholly  relinquished,  she  readily  yielded 
to  the  soothing  representations  of  her 
mother. 

But  the  feelings  of  Julia  were  not  so 
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easily  to  be  controlled.  Her  surprise, 
sorrow,  and  repentance,  were  excessive, 
on  learning  the  full  extent  of  the  mischief 
she  had  so  unfortunately  occasioned.  In 
vain  she  this  time  sought  comfort,  from 
the  absence  of  all  intentional  wrong,  in 
her  own  mind  ;  positive  evil  had  ensued 
from  her  unpardonable  levity ;  and, 
though  she  blamed  Lord  Carlmaine,  she 
far  more  rigorously  condemned  her  own 
indiscretion,  as  the  immediate  cause  of 
what  had  happened;  and  she  was  in- 
consolable. 

Much  were  these  her  first  real,  well 
founded  sufferings,  aggravated  by  the 
necessity  she  was  under  of  confining 
them  to  her  own  afflicted  heart.  To  the 
secrecy  that  Lord  Carlmaine  had  made 
her  promise,  and  which  he  so  strongly 
urged  in  his  note,  she  determined  to  ad- 
here, however  painful  it  was  to  do  so; 
as,  while  she  thought  of  the  consequences 
of  her  late  imprudence,  she  shrunk  with 
horror  from  a  disclosure,  which  could 
e3 
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possibly  lead  to  any  thing  of  a  similar 
nature. 

Lord  Carlmaine  had  in  the  note  said, 
that,  though  indifferent  to  every  thing 
that  could  arise  personally  to  himself, 
and  perfectly  ready  to  defend,  if  neces- 
sary, what  he  had  done,  prudence,  and 
consideration  of  her  feelings,  had  deter- 
mined him  on  suffering  the  matter  to  die 
away  in  silence.  He  added,  that  he  was 
w^ell  assured  of  Jessy  Thornton's  discre- 
tion, whom  he  had  seen,  and  persuaded 
that  she  was  herself  a  party  in  some  mea- 
sure concerned.  Julia  felt  no  permanent 
security  in  this  bond  of  secrecy  ;  but  she 
flattered  herself,  that,  if  some  time  were 
suffered  to  elapse  before  Lord  Carl- 
maine was  known  to  be  the  author  of  the 
letters,  the  affair  would  not  be  again 
taken  up. 

In  this  hope  she  was  strengthened,  by 
reflections  on  the  respective  characters 
of  the  gentlemen,  from  whose  resentment 
his  lordship  thought  so  much  was  to  be 
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expected.  In  every  point  of  view,  how- 
ever, Julia  saw  only  for  herself  silent 
affliction  and  self-reproach. 

This  was  a  state  of  suffering  wholly 
new  to  our  late  thoughtless  heroine ;  and 
the  struggle  to  hide  her  feelings,  which 
had  seldom  before  needed  concealment, 
brought  on  a  feverish  disposition ;  con- 
sequently, much  of  her  low  spirits  and 
evident  uneasiness  was  attributed,  by 
Lady  Montrevor  and  Caroline,  to  bodily 
illness ;  to  which,  till  now,  she  had  been 
wholly  unaccustomed.  Thus,  to  her 
great  relief,  JuHa  escaped  many  pene- 
trating observations,  that  would  have 
considerably  embarrassed  her.  But  still 
the  secrecy,  which  she  necessarily  im- 
posed on  herself,  was  almost  insupport- 
able ;  and  this,  perhaps,  is  not  unfre- 
quently  the  case  with  young  and  uncor- 
rupted  minds  on  similar  occasions. 
Impropriety,  and  even  guilt,  may  hope  to 
obtain  forgiveness,  may  find  relief  in  the 
very  act  of  an  ingenuous  confession  ;  but 

£4 
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concealment  is  the  expedient  of  the 
coward  and  the  villain, — a  meanness 
from  which  the  generosity  of  virtue 
shrinks  with  abhorrence. 

What,  however,  assisted  more  than 
all  the  prescribed  remedies  or  attention 
of  Julia's  friends,  in  restoring  both  the 
composure  of  her  mind,  and  health  of  her 
body,  Avas  the  favourable  reports  re- 
ceived respecting  Sir  Charles  BenwelL 
This  really  estimable  young  man  bore 
the  pain  and  inconveniences  of  his  pre- 
sent situation  with  becoming  fortitude  ; 
while  he  felt  unaffected  gratitude  to 
heaven,  that  no  consequences  more  fatal 
had  resulted  from  a  proceeding  to  which 
he  had  reluctantly  yielded. 

By  the  worthy  family  at  Brookdale 
Parsonage,  their  wounded  relation  had 
been  received  with  all  the  kindness  his 
situation  needed  ;  and,  in  Mrs.  Huntley 
and  her  daughter,  he  found  most  agree- 
able and  attentive  nurses.  Sir  Charles's 
first  concern,  after  Mr.  Huntley's  return 
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from  Arlingham,  had  been  to  dictate  to 
him  two  letters  :  one  to  Mr.  Fairbank, — 
in  which,  with  manly  candour,  he  apo- 
logized for  his  late  conduct ;  which  he 
requested  might  be  attributed  to  the 
momentary  ebullition  of  anger  and  agi- 
tation, and  not  to  premeditated  disre- 
spect. The  other  was  addressed  to 
Lord  Montrevor  ;  and  contained  the  as- 
surance, that  his  wound  was  a  mere 
trifle  ;  and  that  his  chief  anxiety  arose 
from  the  apprehension,  that  the  late  oc- 
currence should  interrupt  the  friendship 
which  had  subsisted  between  them.  He 
added,  that,  having  discovered  that  the 
wishes  he  had  formed  respecting  Miss 
Montrevor  were  not  likely  to  be  success- 
ful, he  had  determined  to  relinquish 
them ;  and  that,  as  soon  as  he  was  able 
to  travel,  he  should  go  down  to  the  north, 
and  endeavour  to  forget  his  disappoint- 
ment in  the  resumption  of  his  usual  occu- 
pations and  amusements. 
E  5 
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These  letters  being  dispatched,  he  seri- 
ously set  about  banishing  Caroline  from 
his  thoughts;  and,  as  his  prospect  of  suc- 
cess had  never  kept  pace  with  the  love 
he  had  encouraged  towards  her,  the 
task  did  not  seem  beyond  the  combined 
force  of  what  appeared  the  present  ne- 
cessity of  the  case,  and  the  efforts  of  his 
reason. 

In  truth,  Nature  had  not  been  nig- 
gardly in  her  gifts  to  Sir  Charles  Ben- 
well.  His  understanding,  though  slow, 
was  solid  and  discriminating:  but  ha- 
bits of  reflection,  and  abstract  reasoning, 
w^ere  foreign  to  his  mind  ;  which  was 
chiefly  employed  upon  the  occurrences 
of  the  day,  and  derived  the  little  infor- 
mation it  possessed  from  conversation, 
and  the  general  topics  of  a  mixed  society. 
His  heart  was  warm  and  sincere.  In  the 
common  joys  and  sorrows  of  those  around 
him  he  truly  sympathized ;  but  he  not 
unfrequently  shocked  the  feelings  of  his 
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more    refined    acquaintance,    when    he 
laughed  at  their  fastidious  delicacy. 

Of  the  radical  cure  of  hopeless  love, 
in  a  heart  thus  framed,  the  reader  will 
entertain  no  doubt ;  and  we  will  therefore 
leave  the  progressive  amendment,  both  in 
body  and  mind,  of  the  baronet,  chiefly 
to  the  tender  care  and  sympathy  of  Mrs. 
and  Miss  Huntley. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


"  Oh!  what  a  tangled  web  we  weave 
When  first  we  practice  to  deceive." 

Scott. 


Fortunately  the  improved  state  of  his 
wife's  health  enabled  Mr.  Byngham  to 
hasten,  soon  after  these  events,  to  the 
support  of  his  beloved  sister  ;  who,  yield- 
ing to  his  suggestions,  as  well  as  those  of 
her  own  judgment,  consented  to  remove 
Caroline,  for  a  time,  from  a  neighbour- 
hood, where  she  could  not  avoid  being, 
at  this  period,  an  object  of  peculiar  and 
impleasant  observation.  Julia  had  met 
Mr.  Byngham  at  his  return  with  the 
warmth  and  enthusiasm  of  her  character, 
drawn  forth  by  a  knowledge  of  his  kind- 
ness towards  her  unhappy  mother,  as 
well  as  many  parental  marks  of  aifec- 
tion    towards    herself    and      Frederick, 
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with  which  she  had  before  been  unac- 
quainted. 

The  ingenuousness  with  which  she 
expressed  the  feeHngs  of  her  grateful 
heart,  awakened  in  the  mind  of  her  be- 
nefactor tender  and  painful  recollections ; 
and,  unable  to  give  utterance  to  his  sen- 
timents, he  could  only  press  her  in 
speechless  emotion  to  his  bosom,  and 
then  hurried  from  her.  Lady  Montrevor 
had  been  present  on  this  occasion,  and, 
with  affectionate  sympathy,  lamented  the 
enfeebled  state  of  her  brother's  nerves 
and  spirits ;  requesting  Julia  would  not 
again  distress  him  by  reverting  to  the 
death  of  her  mother,  for  whom  he  had 
entertained  a  particular  friendship,  and 
which  had  occurred  nearly  at  the  time 
when  his  separation  from  Mrs.  Byngham 
had  destroyed  all  his  own  hope  of  do- 
mestic happiness.  Julia  was  much  af- 
fected, and  readily  promised  never  again 
to  hazard  wounding  the  feelings  of  her 
best  friend. 
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The  weather  was  now  fine,  and  Lady 
Montrevor  settled  with  her  brother  to 
visit  an  old  friend  of  their  father,  resi- 
dent in  Worcestershire,  where  not  only 
Caroline  and  Julia  would  be  welcome 
guests,  but  where  Edward  and  Frederick 
might  meet  them,  and  spend  the  Easter 
vacation.  This  timely  change  of  scene  was 
highly  pleasing  to  the  two  friends ;  and 
Sir  Charles  Benwell  being  pronounced 
out  of  danger,  the  party  left  Devonshire, 
and  were  received  with  friendly  hospita- 
lity by  Mr.  Taverner. 

This  gentleman,  now  fast  approaching 
to  the  verge  of  life,  was  in  his  youth  in- 
debted to  the  late  Mr.  Byngham  for  the 
means  of  acquiring  a  very  ample  fortune, 
had  for  many  years  been  linked  in  close 
friendship  with  him  in  India,  and  had 
always  felt  disposed  to  continue  that  re- 
gard to  the  family  of  his  friend. 

Narrow  circumstances  in  the  outset 
of  life,  subsequent  active  exertions,  and 
lastly,  a  broken  constitution,  had  pre- 
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vented  his  forming  any  matrimonial  en- 
gagement; and  at  this  time,  the  only 
solace  to  his  hypochondriac  mind,  and 
companion  of  the  solitude  in  which  he 
lived,  was  the  society  of  an  intelligent, 
respectable  woman,  who,  under  the  title 
of  housekeeper,  was  become  almost  ne- 
cessary to  his  existence. 

Besides  a  present  large  emolument, 
Mrs.  Mellorn  was  assured  her  old  friend 
would  liberally  reward  her  services  by  his 
will ;  she  therefore  made  it  her  constant 
and  cheerful  study  to  bear  with  his  iras- 
cible temper,  and  by  every  means  con- 
tribute to  his  comfort,  and  gratify  his 
wayward  humour.  And  these  sacrifices, 
which  hope,  rather  than  gratitude,  is  ge- 
nerally seen  to  call  forth  in  the  minds  of 
all  dependents,  were  made  by  Mrs.  Mel* 
lorn  without  any  very  extraordinary  ef- 
forts of  self-command.  For  the  perform- 
ance of  such  a  task  she  was  particularly 
well  calculated,  by  constitutional  good 
spirits,  a  naturally  pliant  and  obliging 
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disposition,  and  great  goodness  of  heart. 
She  had  taken  possession  of  her  post  up- 
wards of  thirty  years  before  the  present 
period,  and  had  filled  it  so  much  to  the 
satisfaction  of  Mr.  Taverner,  that  he  had 
never  regretted  those  connexions  from 
which  much  of  the  pleasures  of  life  are 
often  derived. 

Such  was  the  society  to  which,  with 
very  few  additions,  Caroline  and  Julia 
w^ere  condemned.  By  Miss  Montrevor  it 
was  borne  with  the  tranquil  grace  and 
submission  that  generally  marked  her 
character ;  but  to  her  friend  it  was  occa- 
sionally very  irksome,  and  she  looked 
forward  with  impatience  to  the  arrival  of 
Frederick  and  Edward. 

At  length  the  longed-for  moment  came, 
and  Julia  forgot,  in  the  affectionate  em- 
brace of  her  brother,  all  the  unhappiness 
she  had  known  since  they  parted.  Lady 
Montrevor,  thinking  the  subject  was  in 
itself  most  delicate,  and  safest  in  her  own 
hands,  had,  to  the  relief  of  Julia,  under- 
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taken  to  send  to  Oxford  the  account  of 
the  late  transactions  in  Devonshire.  By 
this  coramunication,  Julia  had  not  ap- 
peared implicated  in  the  affair;  but  it 
was  not  the  least  of  the  punishments  her 
imprudence  had  entailed,  that  she  had 
almost  hourly  to  contend  with  the  natural 
and  habitual  impulse  of  her  open  dispo- 
sition, to  confide  to  Frederick  all  its 
errors  and  its  feelings. 

She  was  well  aware,  that  did  he  know 
what  he  would  call  her  levity  of  conduct, 
she  must  encounter  his  serious  displea- 
sure ;  but  she  felt  she  could  much  better 
bear  his  most  poignant  rebukes,  than  this 
painful  concealment.  The  innate  honor 
and  delicacy  of  her  mind  told  her,  how- 
ever, that  the  secret,  thus  ever  on  the 
point  of  escaping,  was  in  great  measure 
not  her  own ;  that  Lord  Carlmaine  had 
relied  upon  her  strictly  keeping  it,  and 
had  no  doubt  acted  in  conformity  with 
that  reliance.     She  bitterly  lamented  the 
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humiliating  entanglement  into  which  she 
had  been  inadvertently  involved ;  and, 
while  assured  she  should  best  preserve 
her  own  self-esteem  by  conscientiously 
fulfilling  her  promise  to  Lord  Carlmaine, 
she  determined  to  exercise  so  careful  a 
guard  over  her  conduct  in  future,  as 
never  to  experience  similar  uneasiness. 

From  the  affectionate  note  Lady  Mon- 
trevor  had  received  from  her  husband, 
she  encouraged  both  in  herself  and  Caro- 
line the  hope  that  he  had  relinquished 
the  plan  he  had  formed  respecting  Mr. 
Fairbank;  Miss  Montrevor's  joy,  there- 
fore, was  almost  unmixed,  on  her  meet- 
ing with  Edward  ;  and,  as  he  was  gra- 
tified by  the  reception  she  gave  him,  and 
really  pleased  at  again  seeing  her  and 
Julia,  his  cousin  sought  not  nicely  to 
scrutinize  his  attentions,  but  rested  happy 
in  the  enjoyment  of  his  society. 

They  now  rode,  walked,  or  drove  in 
various  directions,  over  a  large  extent  of 
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hill  and  dale,  generally  spending  their 
mornings  without  interruption  from  the 
visits  of  the  neighbourhood. 

Edward  was  well  pleased  with  this 
change,  not  exactly  from  intense  study, 
but  from  some  of  the  restraints  of  Col- 
lege which  he  could  not  completely 
avoid,  to  the  company  of  two  lovely 
young  women ;  by  the  undisguised  par- 
tiality of  one  of  whom  his  vanity  was 
flattered,  and  his  feelings  touched.  To- 
v^^ards  Julia  he  often  felt  most  power- 
fully attracted,  and,  could  he  have  per- 
suaded himself  that  he  possessed  any 
advocate  in  her  bosom,  he  would  have 
been  as  much  in  love  as  his  phlegmatic 
nature  would  permit  him  to  be ;  but  the 
unconstrained  freedom,  and  invariable 
good  humour,  with  which  she  always 
treated  him,  bore  too  strong  a  resemblance 
to  her  behaviour  to  her  brother,  for  him 
to  think  her  susceptible  of  the  sentiments 
with  which  he  sometimes  wished  to  in- 
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spire  her ;  at  others  his  heart  was  solely 
Caroline's. 

Thus  inexperienced,  and  destitute  of 
the  rudder  of  sound  judgment,  solid 
principles,  or  a  feeling  heart,  the  waver- 
ing mind  of  this  young  man  was  con- 
stantly fluctuating  between  the  indul- 
gence of  one  or  other  selfish  gratification, 
without  sufficient  sensibility  for  a  steady 
attachment,  and  thrown  by  particular 
circumstances  into  a  situation  calculated 
to  awaken  the  w^armth  of  youthful  pas- 
sions. 

To  Frederick,  this  interruption  of  the 
serious  pursuits  in  which  he  had  been 
diligently  engaged,  and  the  intercourse 
wdth  persons  to  whom  he  was  most 
fondly  attached,  was  in  the  highest  de- 
gree pleasing.  Lady  Montrevor  he  had 
in  infancy  regarded  as  the  affectionate 
mother  of  Julia  and  himself;  and,  since 
his  matured  reason  had  enabled  him  to 
observe  and  appreciate  the  excellence  of 
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her  character,  the  most  unbounded  re- 
spect and  admiration  were  added  to 
his  grateful  tenderness.  Towards  Mr. 
Byngham  he  had  ever  felt  the  dutiful 
sentiments  that  an  indulgent  parent  could 
command,  added  to  a  grateful  sense  of 
peculiar  obligations.  Caroline  he  loved 
as  a  sister ;  but  it  was  on  Julia  that  his 
soul  doated,  and  who  had  hitherto  exclu- 
sively engrossed  all  the  anxious  tender- 
ness and  enthusiasm  of  his  disposition. 

He  had  loved  to  consider  her  as  a 
tender  plant,  requiring  his  constant  care. 
The  same  warmth  of  feelingj  which, 
when  quite  a  boy,  made  him  proud  and 
ready  to  defend  her  against  all  the  vexa- 
tions of  contending  childhood,  now  made 
him  wish  for  the  power  to  shield  her  from 
the  woes  of  life,  cherish  her  virtues,  and 
promote  her  happiness.  He  often  hoped 
that  attractions  which  appeared  to  him 
so  great,  might  early  attach  some  esti- 
mable man,  with  whom  her  youth  would 
find  a  protector,  and  her  heart  a  friend 
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worthy  to  fill  it.  No  wonder  if,  in  these 
pleasing  visions,  Selwyn  stood  conspicu- 
ous; but  he  felt  that  his  anxious  desires 
for  Julia's  welfare  soared  too  high.  She 
was  not,  never  could  be,  a  match  for  a 
man  of  his  fortune  and  pretensions  ;  nei- 
ther could  he  flatter  himself  that  her  cha- 
racter was  calculated  to  suit  the  unim- 
passioned  and  reflecting  turn  of  his 
friend's  mind. 

He  had  frequently  watched  the  beha- 
viour of  Selwyn  when  in  Julia's  company, 
but  his  inexperienced  observation  could 
trace  only  occasional  admiration,  or  par- 
tiality naturally  excited  towards  a  girl  he 
had  known  from  a  child,  with  now  and 
then  marks  of  disapprobation,  sufficiently 
strong  to  prove  the  dissimilarity  of  their 
minds.  Still,  however,  his  hopes,  or 
rather  wishes,  almost  unconsciously  re- 
curred. Julia  was  certainly  lively  and 
thoughtless,  perhaps  sometimes  rather  to 
an  excess;  but  surely,  at  her  age,  this 
was  pardonable,  if  not  desirable ;  and  if 
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Selwyn's  character  was  too  unbending  to 
admire  so  much  vivacity,  others  might 
not  think  so. 

Still,  with  a  view  of  rendering  Julia's 
manners  more  agreeable  to  Selwyn,  he 
had  often  earnestly  endeavoured  to  re- 
strain the  natural  bias  of  her  disposition. 
These  endeavours  were  frequently  worse 
than  unsuccessful ;  for,  as  they  were  some- 
times made  in  the  presence  of  Selwyn, 
Frederick  had  the  mortification  to  find, 
that,  by  the  playful  inconsiderate  way 
in  which  they  were  received,  she  of- 
ten wandered  still  farther  from  the  ap- 
probation of  the  man  whom,  above  all 
others,  he  most  wished  her  to  please. 

At  this  time,  however,  he  found  Julia's 
vivacity  much  subdued.  Judging  by  his 
own  feelings,  he  attributed  this  alteration 
to  reflections  suggested  by  the  circum- 
stances relative  to  their  parents,  with 
which  she  had  become  acquainted.  But 
in  this  conjecture  he  was  mistaken,  as 
the  seriousness  sometimes  apparent  in 
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his  sister's  manner,  was  occasioned  by 
the  severe  check  her  spirits  had  lately 
received,  and  the  constraint  to  w^hich  she 
w^as  obliged  to  submit  her  feelings  even 
towards  her  brother, 

Frederick's  mind,  on  the  contrary,  was 
more  at  ease  than  it  ever  before  had  been 
with  her.  He  could  now  converse  freely 
on  the  extraordinary  nature  of  their  situa- 
tion ;  and,  though  he  could  not  share 
many  of  the  visionary  suppositions  w  hich 
Julia,  half  playful,  half  in  earnest,  pro- 
fessed to  entertain,  yet  her  lively  conjec- 
tures tended  in  some  measure  to  disperse 
the  gloom  that  had  hitherto  attended  all 
his  secret  meditations  on  the  subject. 
At  one  time,  he  would  listen  with  pleased 
attention  to  the  hopes  she  cherished,  that 
some  event  would  lead  to  a  discovery  of 
respectable  connexions,  and  establish  the 
reputation  of  their  mother ;  at  another, 
he  involuntarily  yielded  to  the  sugges- 
tions of  this  dear  philosopher,  that  it  was 
unwise,  ungrateful,  useless,  to  grieve  at 
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things  that  had  occurred  before  their  ex- 
istence, and  which  a  whole  life  of  anxiety 
could  never  remedy. 

In  addition  to  the  enlivening  effects  of 
Julia's  conversation,  another  influence 
was  almost  imperceptibly  acting  upon 
the  mind  of  Frederick  at  this  period. 
The  anxious,  restless  meditations,  to 
w^hich  he  had  frequently  yielded,  had 
been  of  late  often  superseded  by  thoughts 
of  Emma  Dermont,  whose  image  had  be- 
come dearer  to  him  by  absence.  On  first 
losing  her  society,  he  thought  of  her  with 
kindness  and  regret,  then  with  tender 
anxiety,  lest  her  health  should  suffer  from 
want  of  proper  air  and  exercise,  not 
having  a  companion  to  share  them  with 
her ;  till  at  last  her  idea  mingled  in  se- 
ducing unison  with  all  his  present  feelings 
and  future  prospects.  No  fears  of  un- 
requited regard  impeded  the  progress  o 
these  newly  awakened  feelings.  "  No 
jealousy   their  dawn   of  love   o'ercast.'j 

VOL.  II.  F 
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Emma,  he  was  assured,  loved  him  with 
all  the  artless  tenderness  of  which  her 
extreme  youth  was  capable  ;  and  he 
looked  forward  with  a  well-grounded 
hope  of  attaching  a  heart  well  worthy  his 
pursuit.  Love,  now  in  its  infancy,  pre- 
sented to  him  none  but  the  happiest 
prospects.  Roses,  ever  fresh  and  bloom- 
ing, bestrewed  his  path  ;  and  pleasures, 
in  ceaseless  sweet  variety,  where  Emma 
.was  ever  the  presiding  deity,  rose  in  suc- 
cession to  his  fancy.  The  cares  of  the 
world,  his  peculiar  situation,  once  the 
object  of  his  fears,  and  the  theme  of 
mournful  anticipation,  were  for  a  time 
banished  from  his  remembrance  ;  and  no 
change,  no  coldness,  no  alloy,  was  con- 
templated in  the  pleasures,  which  the 
smiling,  the  yielding  future  presented  to 
him. 

Mr.  Dermont  loved,  esteemed  him, 
and  was  not  a  man  with  whom  the  ad- 
ventitious advantage  of  birth  or  fortune 
would  weigh   in   competition   with  his 
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daughter's  happiness.  Thus  confident 
in  hope,  Frederick  sought  not,  wished 
not,  to  arm  himself  against  a  passion,  in 
the  indulgence  of  which  he  already  felt  a 
soothing  charm,  which  seemed  to  speak 
a  new  power  of  enjoyment  in  his  mind. 
The  affection  he  had  ever  felt  for  Julia 
was  undiminished :  she  would  never  be 
less  dear  to  him,  and  he  could  not  love 
her  more  ;  but  the  sentiment  with  which 
Emma  filled  his  heart,  was  of  a  powerful, 
increasing,  innovating  quality,  that  he 
even  now  felt  was  destined  to  give  the 
colour  to  his  fate. 

As  men  advance  in  life,  they  are  ge- 
nerally so  far  from  being  shy  in  acknow- 
ledging the  power  of  beauty,  that  they 
often  fancy  and  profess  themselves  to  be 
in  love  ;  but  this  is  rarely  seen  in  youth, 
when  unpractised  nature  can  scarcely  ex- 
press its  emotion.  To  a  first  passion  is 
almost  invariably  attached  a  jealous  se- 
crecy, an  innate  refinement,  that,  in  the 
absence  of  the  beloved  object,  shuts  up 
f2 
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the  heart  in  a  species  of  solitary  enjoy- 
ment, which  would  suffer  great  diminu- 
tion by  being  confided  to  others. 

Thus  did  our  hero  nourish  in  secret 
the  remembrance  of  Emma ;  and,  though 
he  sought  or  availed  himself  of  every  op- 
portunity to  make  her  the  subject  of  dis- 
course between  Julia  and  himself,  he  kept 
so  careful  a  guard  over  his  feelings,  that 
no  word  or  look  ever  escaped  him  that 
could  betray  his  inward  sentiments.  Julia, 
therefore,  who  saw  not  the  workings  of 
the  secret  spring  in  her  brother's  mind, 
was  delighted  with  what  she  called  the 
wonderful  improvement,  which  his  short 
residence  at  Oxford  had  wrought  in  his 
spirits  ;  and,  believing  his  heart,  like  her 
own,   free  to  choose  its  partner,   often 
amused  herself  with  describing  the  wife 
that  would  suit  him. 

''  She  shall  neither  be  like,  my  dear 
Frederick,"  she  used  to  say,  ^'  Caroline 
nor  me,  but  between  both — that  is,  nei- 
ther too  serious  nor  too  gay.     Then  she 
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shall  have  Emma  Dermont's  melting  blue 
eyes,  with  Lady  Maria  Carlmaine's  dig- 
nified carriage  and  fascinating  manner  of 
speaking,  which  you  admire  so  much 
when  she  condescends  to  unbend  :  and, 
as  to  her  mind,  she  shall  be  absolutely  a 
young  Lady  Montrevor,  and  then  you 
will  have  nothing  to  wish  for."  Frederick 
thanked  her  for  the  pains  she  had  taken 
in  drawing  a  picture,  which  would  indeed 
surpass  his  hopes,  very  far  exceed  his 
merits,  and  he  feared  his  good  fortune. 
Julia  told  him  not  to  be  too  humble,  or 
he  wpuld  never  succeed,  and  said  she 
should  begin  to  be  on  the  look-out  for 
this  rara-avis. 

The  time  now  arrived  for  the  breaking 
up  of  this  family  circle,  and  the  two 
young  men  returned  to  College — Frede- 
rick to  prosecute  his  studies,  and  Ed- 
ward the  pleasures  that  had  engaged  his 
attention  before  he  quitted  Oxford,  and 
lose  the  regret  he  felt  at  leaving  Caroline 
and  Julia,  who  had  by  turns  excited  his 
f3 


102  CONCEALMENT. 

luke-warm  affection,  and  filled  his  vacant 
hours.  Though  Julia  felt  very  painfully 
this  second  separation  from  her  brother, 
she  bore  it  with  more  composure  than 
before,  and  even  in  her  adieus  anticipated 
the  happiness  of  their  re-union  ;  while 
Frederick  suffered  not  this  opportunity 
to  escape,  of  renewing  the  affectionate 
advice  he  was  in  the  habit  of  giving,  for 
the  conduct  and  happiness  of  a  sister 
who  was  so  dear  to  him. 

He  had  frequently  since  he  left  Devon- 
shire corresponded  with  Selwyn,  whose 
letters  were  expressive  of  great  friend- 
ship, but  never  mentioned  Julia  in  terms 
that  could  possibly  convey  any  idea  of 
the  increasing  interest  he  felt  in  all  she 
said  and  did.  Frederick  now  made 
Julia  the  bearer  of  a  letter  to  him,  and 
took  this  opportunity  to  dilate  with  plea- 
sure on  the  excellent  character  of  Adol- 
phus  Selwyn. 

She  readily  admitted  the  justice  of  the 
panegyric,  adding  with  native  penetra- 
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tion,  ''  I  suspect,  Frederick,  that  you 
would  willingly  repay  my  great  foresight 
and  care  in  thinking  of  a  wife  for  you, 
by  procuring  this  identical  husband  for 
me ;  but  it  will  not  do — the  North  and 
South  Poles  are  not  more  distant  than  we 
two.  I  think  he  even  dislikes  me  ;  and 
I  do  believe  I  should  return  the  compli- 
piiment,  could  I  think  I  should  one  day 
owe  obedience  to  so  harsh-judging  cyni- 
cal a  lord.  No,  no,  Frederick,  look 
round  again;  this  wise  plan  of  youri 
will  never  do."  ''  I  wish  to  God  it 
would,"  he  returned  seriously.  Julia  only 
laughed  at  his  gravity,  and  bid  him  take 
courage,  and  not  despair  of  getting  he? 
oif  his  hands  some  day  or  other. 

Immediately  after  the  departure  of 
Edward  and  Frederick,  Mr.Byngham  left 
Worcestershire,  intending  to  spend  a  few 
days  at  Bath  ere  he  returned  home  ;  but 
before  he  took  leave  of  his  respected 
friend,  much  conversation  passed  be- 
f4 
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tween  them  relative  to  Lady  Montrevor, 
to  whom  Mr.  Taverner  was  particularly 
partial.  In  describing  to  the  latter  the 
embarrassed  state  of  Lord  Montrevor's 
affairs,  Byngham  did  not  seek  to  conceal 
his  blameable  conduct,  or  the  affectionate 
prudence  with  which  his  wife  had  for 
many  years  borne  his  neglect  and  irre- 
gularities. 

During  these  discussions,  Mr.Byngham 
was  preserved  by  the  disinterestedness 
of  his  character,  as  well  as  affection  for 
his  sister,  from  every  selfish  wish  to  seek 
his  own  advantage,  in  the  confidence 
shown  by  Mr.  Taverner,  and  the  commu- 
nications relative  to  his  property.  The 
old  gentleman  did  not  acquaint  him  with 
the  exact  distribution  he  intended  to 
make  of  his  wealth ;  but  he  imparted 
sufficient  to  convince  Mr.  Byngham  that 
his  intentions  were  favourable  to  Lady 
Montrevor ;  and,  rejoicing  at  the  prospect 
of  affluence  for  his  sister  and  niece,  he 
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quitted  them  with  inward  satisfaction. 
Lady  Montrevor  remained  a  short  time 
longer  with  Mr.  Taverner,  and  then  re- 
turned with  her  daughter  and  Julia  to 
Devonshire.  They  found  Sir  Charles 
Ben  well  perfectly  recovered  ;  and,  as 
Lord  Montrevor's  continued  silence  con- 
firmed his  v^^ife's  hopes  that  he  had  relin- 
quished his  views  respecting  Mr.  Fair- 
bank,  she  was  relieved  from  much  of  her 
late  anxiety. 


f5 
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CHAPTER  V. 


"  Inconstant  man,  that  loved  all  he  saw, 

And  lusted  after  all  that  he  did  love, 
Ne  would  his  looser  life  be  tied  to  law  : 

But  joy'd  weak  woman's  heart  to  tempt  and  prove. 

SPENSER. 


Julia  had  the  satisfaction,  on  returning 
to  Arlingham,  to  find  that  the  regiment 
of  which  Lord  Carlmaine  was  colonel 
had  been  ordered  to  Ireland;  and  that 
he  had  joined  it  a  few  days  before.  This 
was  an  unspeakable  relief  to  her  mind  ; 
as  the  thought  of  meeting  him,  after 
what  had  passed,  was  peculiarly  dis- 
agreeable to  her.  She  felt  considerable 
self-reproach  for  the  giddy  imprudence 
which  had  associated  her  with  his  lord- 
ship in  a  very  blameable  transaction ; 
and,  when  she  anticipated  the  humilia- 
tion she  should  experience  the  first  time 
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she  saw  him,  she  almost  wished  they 
might  never  meet  again. 

Selwyn  was  still  an  inmate  in  the  fa*, 
mily  of  Lord  Ashmore ;  who,  having 
been  lately  afflicted  with  the  gout,  was 
happy  in  retaining  near  him  his  nephew, 
who  was  so  capable  and  willing  to  amuse 
the  tedious  hours  of  confinement.  This 
excellent  young  man  had  spent  much  of 
the  time,  since  he  last  saw  Julia,  in  en- 
deavours either  to  banish  her  from  his 
thoughts,  or  in  a  determination  to  think 
of  her  only  as  his  friend's  sister.  At 
times,  however,  the  influence  of  his  pas- 
sion predominated ;  and  he  dwelt  on  the 
means  of  obtaining  Julia's  affection,  and 
enjoyed  in  idea  the  happiness  of  success- 
ful love.  But  here,  unfortunately,  late 
events  and  stubborn  circumstances  inter- 
rupted his  agreeable  visions. 

He  had  surprised  the  object  of  his 
solicitude  in  private  conversation  with 
Lord  Carlmaine ;  he  had  seen  the  deli- 
very of  the  note  by  the  latter,  and  had 


108  CONCEALMENT. 

remarked  Julia's  great  confusion,  when 
she  perceived  she  was  observed.  If 
Selwyn  had  before  partially  concealed 
from  himself  the  precise  nature  of  the 
sentiments  with  which  she  had  inspired 
him,  his  feelings  at  this  moment  fully 
discovered  them  to  him.  Indignation, 
jealousy,  love,  surprise,  and  apprehension, 
combined  to  agitate  him. 

Lord  Carlmaine  had  rode  away  with- 
out appearing  to  see  him ;  and  Selwyn's 
first  impulse  was  to  follow  Julia,  disclose 
to  her  the  character  of  the  man  she  ad- 
mitted to  such  unusual  intimacy,  and 
alarm  her  with  a  sense  of  the  danger  it 
threatened  to  her  reputation.  But,  while 
his  anxious  wish  for  an  eclair cissement 
combated  the  fears  of  offending  her,  she 
had  regained  the  house.  His  next  reso- 
lution was  to  inform  his  cousin  that  he 
had  seen  what  had  passed  between  him 
and  Miss  Lawrence,  and  call  upon  him 
to  explain  his  intentions.  While  has- 
tening home  with  this  view,  the  confused 
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state  of  his  ideas,  and  agitation  of  his 
feelings,  spoke  most  forcibly  how  great, 
in  spite  of  his  reason,  was  Julia's  empire 
over  his  mind. 

Fortunately  for  the  secret  he  still  de- 
termined to  keep,  Carlmaine  had  not 
reached  home  when  he  arrived  ;  and  thus 
he  had  time  to  regain  that  composure, 
which  he  had  seldom  so  completely  lost. 
He  resolutely  called  to  his  recollection 
all  his  long  cherished  principles  and  opi- 
nions relative  to  women  in  general,  and 
more  particularly  to  the  individual  with 
whom  he  would  entrust  the  power  of 
constituting  the  happiness  or  misery  of 
his  life ;  for  to  him  he  felt  the  married 
state  would  possess  no  medium.  Almost 
every  observation  he  had  made  on  the 
character  of  Julia  seemed  loudly  to  mili- 
tate against  all  unison  in  such  opinions  ; 
and  convinced  him,  that  to  encourage 
this  growing  affection,  so  destitute  of  the 
approval  of  his  reason,  would  be  to  pre- 
pare for  himself  disappointment,  vexa- 
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tion,  and  repentance.  Early  accustomed 
to  exercise  a  virtuous  and  rational  domi- 
nion over  his  passions  and  inclinations, 
he  experienced  a  well-founded  confidence 
in  being  able  to  subdue  this  misplaced^ 
preference.  But,  while  he  resolved  to 
conquer  every  too  tender  sentiment  for 
Julia,  like  a  true  lover,  and  with  all  the 
inconsistency  of  the  passion  he  compro- 
mised with  his  feelings,  he  would  still, 
he  thought,  for  her  loved  sake,  as  well  as 
from  friendship  for  Frederick,  watch 
over  her  happiness  with  the  pure  regard 
of  a  brother  ;  and  jealously  scrutinize  the 
conduct  and  intentions  of  his  relation, — 
of  whom  he  had  begun  to  entertain  the 
most  unfavourable  suspicions. 

By  the  time  Lord  Carlmaine  and  Sel- 
wyn  met,  the  latter  had  reduced  so  well 
his  feelings,  at  least  for  the  present,  un- 
der the  control  of  his  judgment,  that  he 
was  able  to  enter  on  the  subject  with  the 
composure  necessary,  to  prevent  his  cou- 
sin from  forming  the  slightest  suspicion 
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of  the  particular  interest  he  took  in  the 
object  of  his  inquiries. 

Lord  Carlmaine  heard,  with  momen- 
tary embarrassment,  that  Selwyn  had 
been  witness  to  his  meeting  with  Julia ; 
but  he  was  too  great  an  adept  in  dissi- 
mulation not  instantly  to  recover  his  pre- 
sence of  mind.  When,  therefore,  his 
cousin  seriously  reminded  him,  that  Miss 
Lawrence  was  not  a  woman  to  be  trifled 
with,  and,  with  the  authority  he  had  fre- 
quently assumed,  asked  what  could  be 
the  subject  of  the  note  he  had  given  to 
Julia,  he  answered,  with  great  self-pos- 
session,— "  Faith,  Adolphus,  you  are  as 
categorical  as  any  old  Romish  confessor. 
However,  1  will  this  once  be  open  and 
sincere  with  you,  that  you  may  not  fancy 
some  terrible  misfortune  is  going  to 
happen  to  your  friend's  lively  sister. 
And  since,  as  Julia  would  never  suit  you, 
I  cannot  fear  you  as  a  rival,  I  will  con- 
fess I  half  love  the  sweet  girl :  mind  me, 
only  half;  for  at  present  I   can  coolly 
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weigh  all  the  pros  and  cons  in  the  busi- 
ness; and  which  will  predominate,  I 
know  not  yet.  When  I  do,  I  will  tell 
you,  and  claim  your  good  offices  with 
my  father,  should  this  folly  of  mine  in- 
crease, in  the  mean  time,  I  must  insist 
upon  your  keeping  faithfully  the  secret, 
which  you  have  thus  extorted  from  me ; 
as  I  may  probably  change  my  mind, 
— which,  (he  significantly  added,)  you 
know,  coz,  I  have  occasionally  done 
before." 

^^And  does  Julia  share  your  senti- 
ments?" said  Selwyn,  with  suppressed 
emotion. 

''  That  I  am  yet  to  learn ;"  he  answer- 
ed, with  affected  negligence:  ^'nor  am  I 
at  all  impatient  on  that  head,  till  I  have 
made  up  my  own  mind ;  certain  that  she, 
and  all  who  interest  themselves  for  her, 
will  be  devilish  glad  to  meet  my  wishes." 

"And  the  note?" 

"  Oh !  it  was  nothing  but  some  verses 
she  had  asked  me  to  copy  for  her." 
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*'  And  she  does  not  know  your  senti- 
ments towards  her?"  rejoined  Selwyn. 

"  Not  from  any  thing  I  have  said  to 
her :  but  you  know,  Adolphus,  or  I  can 
teil  you,  that  young  ladies  are  never  back- 
ward at  these  discoveries ;  and,  I  have 
sometimes  had  reason  to  flatter  myself, 
she  suspects  my  inclination.  Thus,  I 
think  I  have  fully  explained  myself,  and 
have  only  to  remind  you  to  be  silent  as 
the  grave  on  this  business  ;  for,  as  I  vow 
I  know  not  myself  how  it  will  end, 
(though,  probably,  in  nothing  at  all,) 
and  you  must  be  aware  that  it  would  not 
be  very  pleasant  to  have  the  girl,  with 
her  brother,  and  the  whole  crew  of  pro- 
tectors and  protectresses,  looking  for  an 
offer,  when  the  wind  has  shifted  to  ano- 
ther quarter.  Besides,  I  am  unexpectedly 
ordered  from  home." 

"  Take  care,  Carlmaine,"  said  Selwyn, 
that,  in  playing  a  safe  game  for  yourself, 
you  do  not  endanger  the  tranquillity  of 
Julia    Lawrence.     You   are    right,   she 
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would  not  suit  me;  but  I  have  known 
her  from  infancy,  and  Frederick  I  regard 
as  a  brother.  The  happiness  of  his  sis- 
ter will  ever  be  dear  to  me ;  and  though, 
from  every  prudent  consideration,  as  well 
as  at  your  request,  I  shall  not  mention 
what  you  have  told  me,  do  not  imagine 
that  I  will  stand  by  in  silence,  and  see 
you  win  the  affections  of  this  young 
creature,  with  no  other  view  than  your 
temporary  amusement.  That  you  will 
ever  marry  her,  I  am  much  inclined  to 
doubt ;  and  a  pursuit  of  another  nature 
you  dare  not  attempt." 

'^  Oh  !  heaven  forbid,"  exclaimed  LoM 
Carlmaine,  with  mock  gravity;  "how 
came  my  sober  cousin  to  think  of  such 
naughty  things  ?  No,  no  :  be  under  no 
uneasiness ;  1  will  not  run  the  risk  of 
measuring  swords  with  you, — who  would, 
I  see,  stand  forth  as  Julia's  platonic 
champion.  Trust  me,  I  do  not  intend 
to  commit  myself.  I  mean  to  do  all  I 
can  to  get  cured  of  my  wound  ;  if  I  sue- 
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ceed,  so  much  the  better;  if  not,  the 
worst  that  can  happen  is  matrimony  with 
a  very  charming  girl." 

As  Lord  Carlmaine  proceeded  in  this 
conversation,  he  became  more  elated  and 
satisfied  with  the  execution  of  a  plan, 
which  he  had  meditated  after  parting 
with  Julia,  and  catching  a  glimpse  of 
Selwyn  as  he  rode  away.  He  had  before 
remarked  his  observing  looks  directed 
towards  himself  and  Julia ;  and  had  be- 
gun to  fear  the  penetration  and  rigid 
principles  of  his  relation ;  he  was,  there- 
fore, not  quite  taken  by  surprise  in  his 
late  examination.  He  had  certainly  an 
esteem  for  Selwyn ;  which,  though  not 
strong  enough  to  excite  imitation,  was  a 
sufficient  motive  to  wish  to  avoid  his 
censure. 

Lord  Carlmaine's  passion  for  Julia  had 
daily  increased  since  he  first  beheld  her, 
and  he  began  almost  seriously  to  think 
she  must  be  his  at  any  price.  His  pur- 
suits of  this  nature  had  generally  been 
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directed  against  women  to  whom  vice 
was  familiar  ;  or  those  whose  lax  princi- 
ples, and  already  debauched  imagina- 
tions, rendered  them  the  easy  prey  of 
open,  unblushing  attacks,  or  the  more 
refined  insinuating  approaches  of  pre- 
meditated seduction.  With  the  cha- 
racter which  was  at  this  time  the  object 
of  his  licentious  views,  he  was  quite  a 
stranger.  A  girl  more  lovely  than  his 
fancy  had  ever  painted  woman,  betray- 
ing, in  her  glowing,  animated  features, 
and  every  graceful  attitude  of  the  finest 
forms,  a  soul,  feelingly  alive  to  the  warm- 
est, most  touching  sensibility;  and  yet 
surrounded  and  protected  by  the  charms 
of  spotless,  perfect  innocence,  was  indeed 
to  him  a  being  of  quite  a  new  species. 
No  wonder,  then,  that  he  refused  belief 
in  the  virtuous  purity  that  he  could  not 
understand ;  though  even  he,  at  times, 
was  forced  to  feel  its  influence,  and  made 
to  shrink  from  his  meditated  purpose. 
Such  were,  however,  but  momentary 
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feelings ;  and,  in  the  playful  vivacity  and 
buoyant  spirits  of  Julia,  he  more  fre- 
quently found  cause  to  rally  his  guilty 
courage,  and  t©  fan  his  hope,  that,  could 
he  succeed  in  lighting  up  the  torch  of 
love  in  a  heart  so  warm,  and  yet  so  light, 
it  would  blaze  unusually  high.  Obser- 
vation had  convinced  him,  that  no  one 
else  had  been  before  him  in  awakening 
such  a  sensation  in  the  bosom  of  Julia. 

Of  Selwyn  he  had  no  fears.     He  had 
watched  them,  but  the  truth  lay  hidden 
from  his  superficial  examination ;  and  he 
could  discover  only  marks  of  disapproba- 
tion on  one  side,  and  a  disposition  to  ridi- 
cule on  the  other.     Edward  he  sometimes 
suspected  of  loving  her;  but,  from  the 
little  warmth  and  great  selfishness  of  his 
character,  he  saw  no  danger ;  especially 
as  Julia  evidently  considered  him  as  the 
future    husband     of    Miss    Montrevor. 
From  these  circumstances,  and  the  fa- 
vourable manner  she  received  his  own 
advances,    Carlmaine    hoped     that    he 
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should   ultimately  succeed   in   touching 
her  heart. 

Time  and  considerable  caution,  he 
was  aware,  would  be  necessary :  but 
then  his  reward  would  be  great;  and  the 
features  of  novelty  that  distinguished  this 
enterprise  from  all  of  a  similar  kind,  in 
which  he  had  been  engaged,  occupied 
his  mind  most  agreeably.  In  the  mean 
time,  he  felt  the  necessity  of  concealing 
his  real  designs,  especially  from  the  sus- 
picious penetration  of  Selwyn.  Finding, 
then,  that  his  late  short  interview  with 
Julia  had  been  observed  by  him,  he  con- 
cluded it  best  to  admit  his  cousin  to  a 
half  confidence  ;  and  secure  his  silence, 
perhaps  approbation,  respecting  atten- 
tions so  much  above  what  his  friend 
Lawrence  could  ever  have  expected  for 
his  sister. 

In  this  communication  his  lordship  art- 
fully took  care  not  to  commit  himself,  by 
speaking  positively  of  those  intentions; 
a  precaution  which,  while  it  wore  the  ap- 
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pearance  of  confidence,  would,  he  knew, 
with  so  prudent  a  character  as  that  of  Sel- 
wyn,  doubly  ensure  his  silence;  as  he  would 
never  give  weight  or  currency  to  expec- 
tations he  had  such  good  reason  to  be- 
lieve uncertain.  Having  thus  put  his 
intended  operations  in  train,  and  con- 
ceiving sanguine  hopes  of  success,  from 
the  facility  with  which  he  had  entangled 
Julia  in  a  kind  of  scrape,  that  established 
a  degree  of  confidence,  as  well  as  de- 
pendence, on  him ;  he  determined  not  to 
precipitate  measures,  but  to  proceed  by 
gradual  means.  With  deliberate  care, 
and  a  selfish  heart,  he  determined  to  de^ 
fer  the  ejxecution  of  his  licentious  pro- 
jects till  his  return  from  Ireland. 

The  hasty  decision  and  rapidity  with 
which  Lord  Carlmaine  always  delivered 
his  sentiments  and  opinions,  combined 
with  the  yet  unsettled  nature  of  Selwyn's 
feelings,  had,  during  the  above  conver- 
sation, so  completely  overpowered  the 
latter,  that  it  was  not  till  left  alone  that 
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he  became  sensible  how  ill  qualified  he 
was  to  receive  the  confidence  just  re- 
posed in  him.  His  nature  shrunk  from  the 
silent  appearance  of  duplicity  into  which 
he  had  involuntarily  been  drawn  ;  and  he 
condemned  the  want  of  presence  of  mind 
and  collectedness  that  had  prevented  his 
immediate  refusing  the  confidence  of 
Lord  Carlmaine.  At  one  time  he  could 
not  believe  that  his  cousin  would  seri- 
ously wish  to  form  an  alliance  so  very 
disproportionate  to  his  rank,  and  con- 
trary to  his  professed  matrimonial  views  : 
but  the  perturbation  of  his  own  heart 
convinced  him  of  the  power  of  Julia's 
charms,  and  led  him  to  fear  Lord  Carl- 
maine might  be  induced  to  make  any 
sacrifice  to  obtain  so  great  a  prize. 

Long  did  he  reflect  on  every  word  that 
had  fallen  from  Carlmaine ;  many  of 
which  he  could  not  reconcile  with  his  own 
feelings.  It  was  clear  that  Julia  had 
made  a  considerable  impression  on  his 
relation;   and,  if  it  became  suflSciently 
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serious  for  him  to  offer  himself,  he  could 
not  believe  he  would  be  rejected. 
'    Though   Selvvyn  had  repeatedly,  and 
even  less  than  an  hour  before,  determined 
to  conquer  his  own  partiality  for  her,  the 
thought  that  she  would  probably  bestow 
on  another  that  heart  he  had  often  pro- 
nounced unworthy  of  his  love,  filled  him 
with  anguish.     In  vain  his  reason  point- 
ed out  all  the  unfavourable  parts  of  her 
character;  in  vain  reminded  him  of  his 
own  disposition  to  exact  so  much  more 
than  the  ordinary  portion  of  virtues  to  be 
found  in  women ;  and  suggested  how  in- 
finitely better  suited  she  was  to  his  rela- 
tion :  he  suffered  as  much  as  if  he  had 
lost  in  Julia  a  positive  blessing,  which 
he  had  long  contemplated,  and  cherished 
as  his  own.     Selwyn,  however,  could  not 
long  permit   the   turbulence  of  passion 
wholly  to  drown  the  voice  of  reason,  by 
which  he  had  studied  to  govern  all  his 
thoughts   and   actions.     He    considered 
that,  having  unwarily  obtained  possession 
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of  his  cousin's  secret,  every  proper  prin- 
ciple forbad  him  to  suffer  his  own  waver- 
ing sentiments  to  interfere  with  his  views, 
provided  those  views  were  strictly  ho- 
nourable and  agreeable  to  Julia. 

By  degrees  he  forced  himself  to  think 
of  her  as  the  wife  of  Carlmaine,  blessing 
him  with  her  love,  and,  by  her  playful 
sweetness  and  uniform  vivacity,  winning 
him  from  a  life  of  libertinism  to  domestic 
enjoyment.      But    should    she    discover 
that,  to  the  passionate  lover,  had  succeed- 
ed a  husband,  whose  former  habits  had 
incapacitated  him  for  the  office  of  friend, 
companion,   or  guide,   what — oh!   what 
— would  become  of  her  peace,  her  hap- 
piness ;    nay,   more,   of  her  virtue?     It 
might  not  yet  be  too  late  :  she  had  not 
openly  declared  herself  in  favour  of  Carl- 
maine ;  perhaps  she  was  yet  ignorant  of 
her  conquest ;  and  thought  of  him  only  as 
9.n  agreeable  companion.     If  she  rejected 
his  love,  (so  rapid  had  been  the  progress 
of  feelings  excited  by  the  idea    of  her 
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being  irrevocably  lost  to  him,)  he  would 
dare  every  thing  to  obtain  a  return  to  a 
passion,  which  now  suddenly  burnt  the 
fiercer  for  the  restraints  and  impediments 
of  which  he  himself  had  been  the  first  in- 
strument. Chilled  by  cold  considera- 
tions, and  awed  by  fears  which  he  now 
thought  well  adapted  to  women  in  gene- 
ral, but  misplaced  when  applied  to  Julia 
Lawrence,  he  had  never  sought  her  love ; 
but,  if  he  could  discover  that  her  heart 
was  free,  he  would  leave  no  effort  un- 
tried to  make  it  his  own.  Thus,  alter- 
nately,— as  early  prejudices  and  reason 
swayed  his  mind,  or  the  influence  of  a 
rapidly  increasing  affection, — did  Selwyn 
propose  successively  to  retain  for  Julia 
only  the  solicitude  of  friendship,  or  re- 
solve to  gain,  if  possible,  her  love,  by 
every  means  that  honour  towards  his 
cousin  would  permit. 

Much  did  he  now  blame  his  ill-judged 
application  to  Lord  Carlmaine  ;  which 
had  produced  a  confider^ce  that  must  fetter 
g2 
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the  prosecution  of  his  wishes.  Then,  again, 
he  reflected  that  the  path  of  honor — from 
which  not  love  for  Julia  should  tempt 
him  to  swerve, — was  broad  and  evident. 
His  first  object  should  be  to  discover  the 
state  of  Julia's  sentiments  for  his  cousin, 
which,  he  thought,  he  should  easily  be 
able  to  do,  from  the  open,  artless  expres- 
sion of  her  countenance,  on  hearing  him 
spoken  of;  and,  if  it  appeared  that  her 
heart  was  favourably  disposed  towards 
him,  and  that  Lord  Carlmaine  would 
actually  give  up  his  ambitious  views, 
and  raise  her  to  his  rank,  he  would  forego 
his  own  wishes,  and  carry  his  regret  to  a 
distant  clime. 

In  the  mean  time,  he  resolved  to  bury 
his  secret  deep  from  every  eye,  and  more 
particularly  from  that  of  his  rival.  Those 
only  who  know  a  lover's  fears — a  lover's 
caprice,  will  acquit  us  of  inconsistency 
in  the  above  description  of  Selwyn's 
state  of  mind.  But  what  better  result 
than  weakness  or  irresolution  could  be 
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expected  from  the  struggles  of  a  young 
Impassioned  philosopher ;  who  professed 
to  pay  respect  and  obedience  to  Lio  rea- 
son, when  his  eye  was  fascinated,  his 
judgment  confused  and  prejudiced. 

Such  were  his  feelings,  and  such  his 
ineffectual  conflict,  when  he  learnt  that 
*^e  family  of  Arlingham  was  returned  ; 
and,  with  a  Deatiu^  Uoo^f,  he  hastened 
to  pay  his  respects  to  Lady  Montrevor. 
He  was  shewn  into  a  room,  where,  he 
was  told,  her  ladyship  would  wait  upon 
him,  as  soon  as  she  had  dismissed  the 
steward,  who  was  with  her  upon  busi- 
ness. He  had  just  begun  to  pace  the 
room,  and  look  into  his  thoughts,  when 
the  object  of  them  entered  from  a  small 
flower-garden,  into  which  one  of  the 
doors  opened.  She  advanced,  gaily  sing- 
ing, into  the  middle  of  the  room,  uncon- 
scious that  any  one  was  there ;  and, 
swinging  her  hat  carelessly  in  one  hand, 
with  the  other  she  tossed  back  the  natural 
ringlets  that,  in  dark  but  bright  profu- 
g3 
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sion,  shaded  a  forehead  of  matchless 
form,  and  dazzling  whiteness.  In  her 
cneeko  the  glow  of  youth  and  health 
mantled  in  the  brightest  tints,  while  her 
parted  Jips  added  beauty  to  her  mouth  ; 
from  which  she  sent  forth  sounds  that 
struck  the  ravished  ears  of  Selwyn,  and 
vibrated  to  the  deepest  recesses  of  his 
heart. 

She  was  much  confused  at  first  per- 
ceiving him ;  but  soon  the  sudden  blush 
subsided,  and,  with  the  bewitching  easy 
grace  that  marked  every  action  in  which 
her  unsophisticated  heart  shared,  she 
offered  her  hand,  and  declared  her  sur- 
prise and  pleasure  at  the  meeting.  As 
soon  as  she  saw  him,  all  the  high  enco- 
miums her  brother  had  bestowed  on  him 
rose  to  her  memory;  and,  as  that  mo- 
ment the  whole  soul  of  Selvvyr\  had  flown 
to  his  eyes,  and  was  drinking  in  large 
drauo^hts  of  love  and  admiration,  his 
countenance  shone  with  unusual  anima- 
tion,  and  every  feature  expressed  such 
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Hianly  intelligence,  softened  by  so  much 
sensibility,  that  he  appeared  to  Julia 
almost  handsome. 

Selwyn  had  gently  taken  her  extended 
hand  ;  which,  in  the  present  delightful 
ecstacy  of  his  feelings,  he  scarcely  dared 
trust  himself  to  touch,  lest  he  should  im- 
prudently betray  his  emotion.  Julia  now 
recollected  her  brother's  letter ;  and 
wholly  unconscious  of  the  cause  of  the 
agitation  she  could  not  but  notice,  she 
said,  laughing, — "Why,  Mr.  Selwyn, 
you  are  grown  quite  nervous:  I,  also, 
was  at  first  startled  by  finding  you  here, 
when  I  thought  no  one  was  in  the  room ; 
but  I  see  you  cannot  forget  my  heedless 
intrusion.  However,  I  will  now  fetch 
you  a  letter  from  Frederick,  as  an  atone- 
ment." 

She  then  ran  out  of  the  room,  leaving 
Selwyn  more  than  ever  charmed  with  the 
beauty  of  her  person,  and  fascinated  by 
her  unaffected  manners ;  but  much  pro- 
voked at  the  little  command  he  had  pos- 
g4 
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sessed  over  his  feelino-s.  Alarmed  at  the 
rapid  growth  of  a  sentiment  which  might 
occasion  the  imhappiness  of  his  life, 
he  resolved,  the  moment  vshe  returned, 
he  would  attempt  to  learn  his  fate.  He 
would  talk  so  long  and  so  pointedly  of 
Lord  Carlmaine  ;  and  he  would,  by  his 
fixed  attention  to  every  turn  of  her  coun- 
tenance, so  probe  her  guileless  heart, 
that  the  discovery  of  its  most  secret  feel- 
ings, as  they  related  to  him,  should  be 
easy :  and  thus,  before  he  advanced  far- 
ther on  this  ocean  of  mingled  delight  and 
apprehension,  he  would  make  sure  of 
compass  and  helm. 

Greatly  sobered  by  this  prudent  deter- 
mination, he  awaited  Julia's  return; 
hoping  she  would  be  alone,  that  he  might, 
unobserved  and  uninterrupted,  enjoy  the 
pleasure  of  gazing  upon  her,  and  pene- 
trating her  sentiments.  Julia  did  re- 
enter alone;  and,  giving  him  the  letter, 
would  instantly  have  withdrawn,  but, 
>vith  tolerably  well-aifected  ease,  Selwyn 
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requested  she  would  stay,  and  give  him 
some  information  about  his  friend  ; 
which,  he  doubted,  he  should  not  find  in 
his  letter. 

"True!"  said  Julia,  good-humouredly 
seating  herself.  *'  For  instance;  I  dare  say 
Fred  will  not  tell  you,  that,  his  hair  be- 
ing perfectly  grown,  the  ugly  wig  is  dis- 
carded ;  and  he  looks  better  than  ever.  I 
thought,  too,  he  was  grown  :  but  I  would 
not  say  so  ;  for  you  know,  Adolphus, — I 
beg  your  pardon; — for  you  know,  Mr. 
Selwyn,  he  might  not  like  to  be  remind- 
ed that  he  is  still  of  a  growing  age,  in 
spite  of  all  the  good  sense  and  informa- 
tion every  body  allows  he  possesses. 
Indeed  he  is,  I  assure  you,  much  im- 
proved; though,"  she  continued,  looking 
somewhat  archly,  "  you,  perhaps,  would 
not  think  so :  but  he  seems  much  more 
lively  and  happy  than  when  he  left  De- 
vonshire. 

Thus  she  went  on  indulging  her  affec- 
tionate heart  in  speaking  of  this  much- 
g5 
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loved  brother ;  a  subject  that  her  charmed 
auditor  gladly  prolonged,  convinced  that 
ijone  he  could  substitute  would  call  forth 
such  energy,  or  render  his  conversation 
balf  so  acceptable.  Julia  indeed  expe- 
rienced, on  this  occasion,  a  very  pure 
and  high  gratification  ;  although  she  did 
not  bestow  a  thought  upon  the  source 
from  whence  it  flowed :  for  to  hear  or 
speak  the  praises  of  those  we  love,  and  to 
dwell  with  pleasure  upon  the  recital,  is  a 
privilege  peculiar  to  the  benevolent  and 
the  virtuous ;  the  selfish  and  worldly- 
niinded  know  it  not. 

Selwyn  had  not  resolution  to  break  the 
happy  strain,  by  introducing  the  topic  he 
meditated:  besides,  as  he  gazed,  listened, 
admired  with  new  delight,  he  endea- 
voured to  persuade  himself,  that,  in  the 
presence  of  a  third  person,  he  should  find 
more  courage  to  pursue  the  desired  scru- 
tiny, and  conceal  the  expression  of  his 
disappointment  or  satisfaction.  Forget- 
ting, then,  Carlmaine — and  all  his  late 
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resolutions,  he  continued  to  enjoy  the 
intoxicating  pleasure  the  present  mo- 
ments afforded;  and  Julia,  unusually 
pleased  with  his  society,  attempted  no 
longer  to  withdraw. 

Lady  Montrevor  at  length  entered  with 
Caroline ;  and,  while  she  regretted  the 
business  that  had  so  long  detained  her, 
expressed  her  pleasure  that  he  had  not 
been  quite  alone.  Miss  Montrevor  look- 
ed with  rather  an  expression  of  inquisi- 
tive surprise  at  Julia  ;  who,  as  uncon- 
scious of  implied,  as  of  all  intentional, 
impropriety,  answered  the  look  by  say- 
ing—  *^  Yes,  after  mutually  startling 
each  other  by  our  unexpected  entrance, 
we  have  been  chatting  so  agreeably  of 
our  absent  frjends,  that  I  forgot  to  come 
and  tell  you,  my  dear,  that  the  gardener 
is  waiting  to  take  your  orders  about  the 
hyacinths, — and  that  Mr.  Selwyn  has  not 
yet  opened  Frederick's  letter  !" — Selwyn 
coloured;  but  he  was  favourably  situated, 
and  it  was  not  observed. 
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The  conversation  then  naturally  turned 
upon  their  neighbours :  and  Selwyn, 
knowing  that  Miss  Montrevor  had  never 
encouraged  the  pretensions  of  Sir  Charles 
Benwell,  conceived  there  could  be  no 
breach  of  delicacy  in  retailing  a  piece  of 
news,  which  was  currently  believed  in 
the  neighbourhood ;  namely,  that  while 
Miss  Huntley  was  humanely  assisting  to 
heal  the  wound  in  the  baronet's  shoulder, 
she  had  inflicted  a  more  serious  one  in 
his  heart. 

The  ladies  all  expressed  great  pleasure 
at  this  intelligence  ;  as  they  had  private 
reasons  for  suspecting,  that  their  good 
friend  Fanny  Huntley  had  for  some  time 
entertained  a  secret  preference  for  Sir 
Charles  ;  and  Lady  Montrevor  declared 
she  did  not  know  two  people  more  calcu- 
lated to  contribute  to  each  other's  happi- 
ness. Selwyn  also  informed  them  that 
Sir  Charles  was  quite  recovered,  and 
gone  into  Yorkshire,  to  make  arrange- 
ments    preparatory    to     his     marriage. 
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Julia,  who  had  always  really  loved  Miss 
Huntley,  after  the  first  moment  of  sym- 
pathy in  the  prospect  of  her  friend's  hap- 
piness, felt  a  tear  start  to  her  eyes,  as 
she  said — ''I  hope  I  shall  not  be  selfish 
enough  to  regret  a  circumstance  so  ad- 
vantageous to  our  dear  Fanny ;  though 
we  must  lose  her." 

Selwyn  read  the  expression  of  her  feel- 
ings ;  and,  happy  in  possessing  the  power 
of  relieving  them,  hastened  to  tell  her 
that  the  old  people,  according  to  report, 
had  obtained  a  promise  from  the  baronet, 
that,  as  long  as  they  lived,  he  and  their 
daughter  should  spend  a  considerable 
portion  of  the  year  with  them. 

The  smile  of  grateful  pleasure,  with 
which  Julia  repaid  his  speech,  incapaci- 
tated him  still  more  for  the  fiery  ordeal 
which  yet  incessantly  rose  to  his  mind, 
from  which,  indeed,  he  not  only  shrunk 
with  unconquerable  timidity  himself,  but 
now  even  trembled  lest  some  one,  by 
mentioning    his   cousin,   should  put   to 
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flight  the  joy  and  hope  that  fluttered  at 
his  heart.  He  had  been  much  alarmed 
when  Lady  Montrevor  asked  after  the 
family  at  Brookdale ;  but  for  that  time 
he  escaped,  and  did  not  venture  to  look 
at  Julia. 

To  avert  this  evil,  he  studiously  exert- 
ed himself — and  so  successfully,— to  pre- 
vent any  pause  in  the  conversation  that 
might  lead  to  the  dreaded  subject,  that 
he  was  on  the  point  of  taking  leave,  happy 
in  avoiding  the  eclair cissement,  on  which 
he  had  been  so  resolutely  bent  when  he 
entered  the  house.  He  had  already 
risen,  and  taken  his  hat,  when  Lady 
Montrevor  exclaimed, — *'Oh!  Mr.  Sel- 
wyn,  I  am  quite  ashamed  that  my 
thoughts  should  have  been  so  engrossed 
by  the  good  news  you  bring  us,  that,  till 
this  moment,  1  have  omitted  my  inquiries 
after  your  cousin.  Lord  Carlmaine  is, 
I  understand,  in  Ireland ;  and  I  hope  he 
is  quite  well." 

'^  Quite  so,  madam;"  he  answered,  with 
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as  much  steadiness  of  voice  as  he  could 
command.  Then,  turning  his  eyes  (with 
an  effort  of  desperate  resolution,)  on  our 
poor  heroine,  he  beheld  her  face  covered 
with  the  deepest  suffusion  ;  while,  in  cor- 
responding agitation,  she  sought  to  con- 
ceal her  confusion  by  bending  over  a 
vase  of  flowers  that  stood  on  the  table. 
Selwyn,  nearly  convulsed  by  the  revolu- 
tionary emotions  that  crowded  on  his 
mind,  paid  his  compliments  in  a  hurried 
voice,  and  hastened  away  ;  leaving  Lady 
Montrevor  surprised  at  the  abruptness 
and  singularity  of  his  manner,  which, 
after  a  moment's  reflection,  she  attributed 
to  some  unpleasant  circumstance  con- 
cerning his  relation  ;  whose  conduct,  she 
knew,  frequently  excited  the  disapproba- 
tion of  his  family. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 


*•'  Self  murder !  name  it  not,  our  Island's  shame  ! 
That  makes  her  the  reproach  of  foreign  states  ; 
Shall  nature,  swerving  from  her  earliest  dictate — 
Self-preservation,  fall  by  her  own  act? 
Forbid  it  Heaven ! 

B.  Blaik. 


Lord  Montrevor  had  for  many  years 
maintained  a  very  expensive  establish- 
ment in  town  for  Vittoria :  that  aban- 
doned woman!  whose  attractions  had 
first  seduced  his  youthful  heart  from  the 
paths  of  honor  and  rectitude,  to  those  of 
guilty  pleasures ;  and  whose  licentious 
love,  and  subsequent  artful  conduct,  had 
ultimately  obtained  a  complete  ascen- 
dency over  his  heart  and  character,  by 
constantly  ministering  to  the  indulgence 
of  his  irregular  passions.  In  the  re- 
newal of  his  acquaintance  with  her  many 
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years  after  his  marriage,  those  passions 
had  been  surprised,  and  his  heart,  by  de- 
grees, yielded  its  tenderness,  in  return 
for  the  warmest  expressions  of  attach- 
ment. 

The  disposition  of  Lord  Montrevor,  in 
early  youth,  had  been  good,  and  naturally 
formed  for  virtue.  His  mind  was  quick, 
though  not  strong  ;  averse  to  labour  and 
investigation,  but  capable  of  obtaining  a 
considerable  degree  of  useful  knowledge, 
though  too  often  inclined  to  rest  con- 
tented with  superficial  acquirements. 
These  qualities  are  not  certainly  the  cha- 
racteristics of  superiority;  but,  being 
competent  to  appreciate  the  motives, 
ends,  and  importance  of  human  duties, 
would  have  led,  in  Lord  Montrevor,  to 
personal  respectability,  and  practical 
usefulness  of  conduct ;  had  they  not  been 
associated  with  an  habitual  fickleness  of 
disposition,  which  had  a  malignant  in- 
fluence upon  all  his  purposes,  rendered 
his  virtue   imperfect,   and  defeated  his 
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most  rational  plans  of  happiness.     The 
misfortunes  of  his  friends  awakened  his 
sympathy ;   but   his  benevolence  was  a 
passing  sun-beam^  bright,    but  neither 
warm,  nor  lasting.     The  even  temper, 
and  pleasing  accomplishments,  of  Lady 
Montrevor,  gradually  lost  their  power  of 
increasing  his  happiness :    his    severest 
judgment  could  not  see  a  fault,  or  impro- 
priety; but  time  had  produced  in  him  its 
usual  effects, — indifference  had  succeeded 
to  love ;  and  his  excellent  wife  had  the 
mortification  to  discover,  that  with  the 
most  exemplary  conduct,  with  a  constant 
endeavour  to  please,   she  was  still  the 
victim  of  his  incurable  inconstancy.    This 
quality  poisoned   the  spring  of  all  his 
actions  ;  drove  him  from  one  amusement 
to  another,   exhausting   their   power  to 
please  in  an  endless  chace  after  variety. 
No  vicious  motives  impelled  him,   and 
often  even  no  guilty  pleasures  seduced 
him  ;  but  his  mind  was  unguarded,  and, 
following  the  guidance  of  his  passions,  he 
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quickly  experienced  the  galling  slavery 
of  vice  and  sensuality  in  the  painful  sen- 
sations of  fruitless  remorse  and  ineffec- 
tual struggles.  He  often  felt  melancholy 
and  Wretched  :  but  having  neither  virtue 
nor  firmness  of  purpose  to  persevere  in  a 
plan  of  reformation,  he  sought  to  divert 
his  mind,  and  to  lighten  his  cares,  by 
the  usual  expedient  of  seeking  a  variety 
of  amusements,  and  principally  that  of 
gaming. 

It  is  painful  to  dwell  on  the  habits  and 
character  of  a  professed  gamester :  we 
will  not,  therefore,  attempt  to  detail  the 
feverish,  and  anxious  state  of  his  mind ; 
the  quick,  and  alternate  succession  of  his 
hopes  and  fears.  It  is  sufficient  to  ob- 
serve, that  Lord  Montrevor,  in  his  for- 
tune, was  almost  ruined ;  in  his  peace  of 
mind,  completely  so.  Lady  Montrevor 
was  also  deeply  wounded,  but  her  afflic- 
tion did  not  produce  any  unkind  re- 
proaches against  the  author  of  her  com^ 
plicated  distress ;  and  seemed  intended  to 
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call  forth  those  sublime  virtues  of  patient 
endurance  and  pious  resignation. 

The  fervour  of  his  guilty  passion  for 
Vittoria  did  not  last  long  ;  but  the  wily 
Italian  knew  well  how  to  substitute  chains 
as  durable,  and  little  less  agreeable.— 
Within  her  doors,  pleasure,  in  varying 
garbs,  for  ever  reigned.  There  Mon- 
trevor  might  drink  as  deeply  as  he  chose 
from  the  Circean  goblet,  no  one  would 
notice,  or  be  shocked  at  the  debasing 
metamorphosis;  no  monitory  of  virtue 
stayed  his  hand,  or  sought  to  uphold  his 
slippery  footsteps :  as  far  removed  from 
the  influence  of  the  mild  reproving  eye 
of  his  neglected  wife,  as  good  from  ill, — 
all  around  him  seemed  to  breathe  but  to 
promote  his  enjoyments  ;  till  at  length  he 
became  the  slave,  where  he,  at  first, 
commanded. 

Whenever  Vittoria  appeared,  the  smiles 
and  well  affected  transport  of  a  still  lively 
affection  danced  before  her ;  while  plea- 
sure followed  in  her  train.     With  her, 
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and  her  associates,  therefore,  only,  did  he 
find  himself  at  ease  ;  and  on  her  alone  he 
had  learnt  to  depend  for  the  charm  that 
was  to  silence  the  gnawing  worm  within  ; 
for  the  means  that  were  to  rid  him  agree- 
ably of  those  hours,  which  reflection,  in 
spite  of  all  his  efforts,  would,  but  for  her, 
have  rendered  quite  insupportable. 

Thus  duped  by  his  own  wilful  blind- 
ness, and  by  the  consummate  art  of 
Vittoria,  the  grand  climax  rapidly  ap- 
proached. Surrounded  on  all  sides  by 
clamorous  creditors,  his  ruin  was  inevi- 
table. The  money  he  received  from 
Fairbank  was  immediately  transmitted 
to  Vittoria  to  pay  gambling  debts  of  con- 
siderable amount ;  and  by  the  sale  of 
some  timber  (the  last  he  could  ever  hope 
to  cut  down,  so  closely  had  the  property 
now  been  stripped,)  he  was  enabled  to 
carry  with  him  to  Town  another  large 
sum.  This  his  Italian  friend  also  re- 
ceived, to  silence,  in  part,  the  most  im- 
portunate creditors. 
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In  a  few  weeks  he  would  receive  the 
rents  of  his  estates,  w^hich  he  had  this 
time  peremptorily  insisted  should  be  sent 
him,  without  the  smallest  deduction.  In 
vain  the  worthy  old  steward  remonstra- 
ted, with  prophetic  sighs  dwelt  on  his 
diminished  sources,  and  kindly  glanced 
at  the  fatal  end  of  such  disproportioned 
expences. 

Deaf  to  every  reasonable  representa- 
tion, Montrevor  persisted  in  saying  that 
he  wanted  the  money  for  a  particular 
purpose,  and  would  send  down  what  was 
required  for  the  necessary  expenditures. 

Vittoria  welcomed  him  with  more  than 
her  usual  pleasure ;  and  Montrevor,  as 
if  to  make  himself  amends  for  his  late 
vexation,  or  with  a  prophetic  feeling  that 
the  close  of  his  mad  career  was  not  far 
distant,  entered  with  renewed  energy  and 
desperation  into  every  excess  of  riot  and 
dissipation.  He  played  high,  but  he  was 
fortunate ;  he  had  still  many  debts,  but 
those  denominated  "  debts  of  honour" 
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were  cancelled ;  and,  thanks  to  the  judi- 
cious arrangements  of  Vittoria,  and  the 
faithful   Filippo,   his   creditors  did   not 
seem  disposed  to  disturb  him  for  the  pre- 
sent.    In  this  ominous  calm,  and  in  the 
midst  of  guilty  enjoyments,  the  infatuated 
Montrevor  spent  the  time  till  the  arrival 
of  the  expected  supply  from  Arlingham. 
He  marked  not  the  trembling  eagerness 
with  which  Vittoria  received  the  valuable 
packet,  which  he  gave  her  in  the  presence 
of  Filippo,  saying, — "  Employ  it  as  you 
will,  my  angel,  only  do  not  suffer  care  or 
thought  to  approach  me.    While  I  live,  I 
should  like  to  know  or  hear  of  nothing 
but  love  and  Vittoria."     The  latter  and 
his  Lordship  had  this  day,   contrary  to 
their  usual   custom,  dined  tete-a-tete ; 
and  she  had  so  successfully  plied  him 
with  liquors  of  an  intoxicating  quality, 
that,  soon  after  the  arrival  of  the  packet, 
it  was  necessary  he  should  be  put  to  bed. 
From  this  state  of  stupefaction  he  was 
not  roused  till  late  the  next  day,  by  a 
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maid-servant ;  who,  knocking  loudly  at 
the  door,  requested  admittance  to  deliver 
a  letter,  with  which  a  servant  had  been 
waiting  several  hours,  having  had  orders 
not  to  leave  the  house  without  an  answer. 
Lord  Montrevor,  little  refreshed  by  his 
unnatural  sleep,  admitted  the  servant, 
who  retired  after  giving  the  letter.  It 
was  some  time  before  he  was  sufficiently 
awake  to  comprehend  what  he  read, 
which  was  as  follows  : — 

"  Your  dishonourable  conduct,  in  put- 
ting me  off  so  repeatedly,  with  shuffling 
excuses,  has  exhausted  my  patience  ;  and 
unless  the  four  thousand  pounds  you  owe 
me  are  paid  within  twenty-four  hours,  I 
shall,  at  the  expiration  of  that  time,  put 
your  bond  into  the  hands  of  my  solicitor, 
with  orders  to  proceed  against  you  im- 
mediately. George  Macklaren." 

Lord  Montrevor  arose,  bathed  his  ach- 
ing temples  with  cold  water,  and  then 
again  perused  the  note.  Its  contents  were 
so  unexpected,   and  his  senses  still  so 
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confused,  that  he  looked  repeatedly  round 
the  room  to  ascertain  that  he  was  not  still 
dreaming,  when  his  eyes  fell  on  another 
letter  that  lay  unopened  on  his  dressing- 
table.  He  eagerly  tore  open  the  seal,  and 
read  these  words  : — 

"  My  Lord, — Again  you  have  forfeited 
your  word,  and  another  month  is  gone  by 
without  my  receiving  the  two  thousand 
three  hundred  pounds  I  won  of  you  six 
months  ago.  You  are  no  longer  entitled 
to  the  consideration  of  a  gentleman  ;  and, 
unless  you  send  the  money  before  Monday 
next,  I  will  take  care  that  the  world  shall 
learn,  at  every  coffee-house  in  town,  your 
dishonorable  character,  that  you  may 
not  have  it  in  your  power  to  swindle 
others  as  you  have  done —    W.  Henly." 

Lord  Montrevor's  senses  were  now  per- 
fectly clear,  and  he  furiously  rang  the 
bell ;  then,  throwing  open  the  door,  vehe- 
mently called  alternately  for  Vittoria  and 
Filippo;  instead  of  whom  the  maid- 
servant again  appeared.     He  stared  at 

VOL.  II.  H 
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her  with  anger  and  astonishment ;  and, 
roughly  seizing  her  arm,  asked  her  where 
her  mistress  was  *  then  loudly  ordered 
her  to  send  Filippo  to  him,  if  he  was  not 
gone  to  the  devil.  The  woman  now 
stared  in  her  turn  ;  and,  thinking  her 
master  was  beside  himself,  she  humbly 
answered,  she  would  go  and  see,  and 
hastily  quitted  the  room. 

Montrevor's  impatience  increasing,  he 
went  to  Vittoria's  apartment,  and,  burst- 
ing open  the  door,  was  struck  with  the 
dismantled  appearance  and  confusion  that 
reigned,  in  a  place  which  had  been  the 
repository  of  the  most  costly  and  luxuri- 
ous profusion.  He  threw  himself,  gasping 
for  breath,  on  a  sofa, — the  next  moment, 
starting  up,  he  ran  with  frenzied  velocity 
through  the  apartments.  Several  work- 
men were  employed,  some  detaching  the 
splendid  mirrors  from  the  walls,  others 
packing  up  the  brilliant  lustres. 

Suddenly  the  idea  struck  him  that  an 
execution   was  in  the  house,  and  that 
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Vittoria  had  quitted  it  in  alarm,  and 
taken  Filippo  with  her.  A  moment's 
cool  reflection  would  have  annihilated 
this  belief;  but  the  unfortunate,  guilty 
Montrevor,  was  any  thing  but  cool ;  and 
his  mind,  amid  the  terrible  suspicions 
that  racked  it,  gladly  rested  on  one  less 
horrible  than  the  rest.  Sick  at  heart, 
from  what  he  had  already  seen,  and 
anxious  to  avoid  beholding  more,  he  was 
hastening  back  to  his  apartment,  when 
he  heard  a  loud  voice  below,  declaring  he 
would  not  leave  the  house  without  an  an- 
swer for  Colonel  Macklaren.  Montrevor 
sternly  vociferated  from  the  top  of  the 
stairs,  "  Fellow,  begone,  and  tell  your 
master  he  shall  be  paid  to-morrow." — 
He  then  entered  the  room,  and,  on  ring- 
ing the  bell,  it  was  answered  by  the 
same  woman,  who  now  waited  for  her 
orders  without  the  door.  Her  master, 
perceiving  that  his  former  violence  had 
alarmed  her,  asked,  in  a  softened  voice, 
where  all  the  men  were,  that  he  could 
h2 
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get  no  one  near  him  but  herself. — '^  Why, 
dear,  my  Lord,"  she  returned,  '*  my 
Lady  and  Mr.  Filipposent  them  all  away 
last  night;  saying,  that  your  lordship 
was  going  to  another  house,  and,  as  this 
was  to  be  given  up  immediately,  they 
must  be  upon  their  own  hands  for  a  few 
days,  after  which  you  would  take  them 
all  back  again.'' 

"  And  where  are  your  mistress  and 
Filippo?" 

'*  Lauk,  and  what  does  your  lordship 
not  know  that  they  went  off  last  night, 
soon  after  your  lordship  was  carried  to 
bed,  telling  the  boy  and  me  that  you 
would  follow  them  to-day?" 

*^Gone!  Confusion  overtake  them/' 
exclaimed  Lord  Montrevor,  suddenly 
starting  up,  and  stamping  violently  on 
the  ground.  Then  seeming  to  recollect 
himself,  he  struck  his  forehead  with  his 
clenched  fist,  sunk  again  into  a  chair, 
and,  with  desperate  composure,  com- 
manded  the  attendant  to    go  on>   and 
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coramunicate  all  she  knew  respecting  the 
proceedings  of  Vittoria  and  Filippo. 

Though  this  woman's  information  was 
sufficient  to  convince  the  wretched 
Montrevor  of  the  perfidy  of  his  mistress 
and  her  servant,  it  could  not  comprise 
some  necessary  particulars,  which  we 
will  supply. 

The  artful  Filippo  had  long  since 
passed  the  boundaries  that  had  retained 
him  in  the  capacity  of  a  servant;  and 
Vittoria,  without  reflecting  that  the  wick- 
ed may  have  confederates,  but  can  never 
possess  friends,  had  about  the  same  time 
discovered  that  the  love  she  had  really 
felt  for  Lord  Montrevor  was  fast  wearing 
out.  Her  confidant  also  perceived  this  ; 
and  having  adroitly,  by  the  aid  of  a 
comely  person  and  much  presumption, 
contrived  to  succeed  to  the  favour  of  his 
mistress,  they  agreed  to  join  forces,  con- 
tinue the  farce,  and  live  and  enjoy  them- 
selves at  his  lordship's  expense  as  long  as 
it  was  convenient,  or  till  he  was  wholly 
h3 
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ruined ;  when  they  would  return  to  their 
own  country,  with  the  fruits  of  their  in- 
famous devices. 

In    contemplation  of   this    event,   as 
Lord  Montrevor's  embarrassments  began 
to   multiply,   Vittoria    sought  by  every 
means  to  possess  herself  of  all  the  money 
he  could  command  at  different  times  ; 
either  from  his  rents,  loans,  or  successful 
ventures    at  the   gaming-table.     These 
sums  were  regularly  remitted  to  Italy ; 
and  all  Filippo's  talents  and  address  were 
put  into  requisition  to  keep  under  the 
clamours  of  the  creditors,  who  were  con- 
stantly put  off  with  small  portions  of  their 
bills,  and   promises   of  future   payment 
and  adv^antages.  As  the  long-anticipated 
crisis  approached,  the  foresight  and  in- 
dustry of  the  infamous  colleagues  became 
more  vigilant  and  determined ;   till,   at 
length,  all  they  waited  for  was  the  last- 
promised  remittance  from  the  steward  at 
Arlingham. 

In  the  mean  time,  every  possible  preli- 
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minary  to  their  flight  was  secretly  ar- 
ranged. All  the  plate  and  furniture  were 
sold  at  great  loss,  in  consideration  of  its 
not  being  immediately  removed  ;  but,  as 
it  was  of  the  most  valuable  and  expensive 
kind,  the  sale,  even  under  such  circum- 
stances, produced  a  large  sum.  At  length 
Lord  Montrevor  received  information  that 
the  remittance  from  Arlingham  would 
arrive  the  following  day.  Immediately 
the  doors  of  Vittoria's  house  were  closed 
against  all  guests,  and  the  work  of  more 
immediate  preparation  commenced. 

Montrevor  had  a  slight  cold,  of  which 
she  availed  herself,  with  every  mark  of 
affectionate  solicitude,  to  confine  him  to 
his  apartment;  while  the  rapacious  acti- 
vity of  herself  and  Filippo  was  securing 
every  thing  valuable  which  remained  un- 
sold, and  was  capable  of  removal. 

While  the  principals  of  this  disgraceful 

affair  had  been  thus  securing  all  within 

their  reach,  the  subordinate  inmates  had 

individually  not  been  inattentive  to  their 
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interests ;  and  peculation,  in  various 
forms,  had  been  practised  in  every  de- 
partment. Though,  therefore,  several  of 
the  domestics,  suddenly  sent  off,  had  no 
doubt  that  things  were  going  wrong, 
still,  as  their  own  conduct  would  not  bear 
investigation,  they  obeyed  in  silence ; 
hoping  again  to  return  to  places  in  which 
they  had  so  well  found  their  account. 

By  the  means  above  mentioned,  Mon- 
trevor  was  easily  incapacitated  for  ob- 
servation or  opposition  after  he  had  given 
the  important  packet  to  Vittoria ;  and,  no 
impediment  arising,  at  the  expiration  of 
a  few  hours  a  chaise  and  four  was  rapidly 
conveying  his  false  mistress,  Filippo,  and 
a  favourite  Italian  maid-servant,  to 
Dover;  from  whence  they  immediately 
embarked  for  France. 

Having  communicated  as  many  of  the 
above  particulars  as  she  was  acquainted 
with,  Lord  Montrevor's  informant  gave 
him  the  following  letter,  which  her  mis- 
tress had  left  for  him.     The  wretched 
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man  waved  his  hand  for  her  to  withdraw, 
and  then  opened  the  letter,  convscious  at 
length  that  he  should  learn  nothing 
which  his  gloomy  apprehension  had  not 
forestalled  ;  bewildered  also  with  guilty 
recollections  of  his  past  conduct,  and 
frightful  presages  of  his  approaching  dis- 
tress ;  all  of  which  suddenly  pressed, 
with  unutterable  confusion,  upon  his 
agonized  mind. 

We  will  translate  Vittoria's  letter  for 
our  English  readers  : 

*^  The  veil  has  long;  since  fallen  from 
my  infatuated  eyes,  and  now  I  drop  the 
mask  altogether.  Montrevor,  I  once 
fondly  loved  you, — loved  you  with  all  the 
vehement  warmth  natural  to  my  charac- 
ter :  you  slighted,  scorned,  deceived, 
abandoned  me.  Led  by  my  mad  passion, 
I  followed,  and  meanly  sued,  and  sued 
in  vain,  for  a  return  of  that  love  you  had 
vowed  should  be  eternal. 

"  Pride  for  a  time  armed  me  ao:ainst 
h5 
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^ou,  and  I  left  you  to  the  workings  of 
your  own  weak,  vain,  inconstant  heart : 
but  mine,  unfortunately,  could  not  forget 
its  vows,  and  change  its  master.     Again 
I   sought   this    hated  country,    and  the 
faithless,  but   still  adored,   Montrevor ; 
and  again  it  was  my  fate  to  please  your 
fickle  fancy.     In  this  return  of  long-lost 
pleasure,  I  forgot  my  wrongs,  and  for  a 
time  lived  but  in  your  love ;  but,  as  I 
became  more  intimate  with  the  leading 
features  of  your  disposition,  I  saw  the  in- 
security of  my  happiness.     I  discovered 
that  the  only  bonds  by  which  I  could  re- 
tain you,  were   not  those  of   love   and 
gratitude,    but   such   as  contributed   to 
your  gratification.    The  fever  of  my  heart 
began  to  cool;  the  sense  of  the  injuries  1 
received,  and  which  had  been  smothered, 
not  extinguished,  revived;  and  my  long- 
neglected  interest  raised  its  voice.    Then 
it  became  my  turn  to  dissemble.     You 
now  see  that  my  power  to  do  so  has,  at 
least,  equalled  yours.     Perhaps,  to  your 
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cold  selfish  heart,  the  retaliation,  under 
which  you  now  smart,  may  appear  severe 
and  disproportionate.  But  /,  on  the  con  - 
trary,  looking  back  to  the  grief,  rage, 
and  despairing  anguish,  that  rent  my 
enslaved  heart,  and  almost  deprived  me 
of  reason,  when  I  found  myself  deserted 
by  the  only  man  I  ever  loved,  who  might 
even  then  have  trained  my  steps  to  vir- 
tue :  while  I  call  to  mind  what  I  then 
suffered,  oh !  how  incomplete,  how  piti- 
ful, do  my  present  revenge  and  compen- 
sation appear.  The  paltry  money  I  take 
with  me  is  a  poor  gratification  for  years 
of  complaisance  and  slavery ;  but,  bank- 
rupt in  love,  honour,  and  principle,  you 
had  nothing  else  to  give  ;  and  I  therefore 
receive  it.  My  reason  for  leaving  you 
privately,  is  to  avoid  scenes  disgraceful 
to  us  both  :  not  that  I  apprehend  you 
would  dare  to  question  ray  right  to  the 
property  I  take  with  me,  most  of  which 
you  gave  me,  before  witnesses,  to  dispose 
of  '  as  I  pleased.'     When  you  remember 
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this,  you  cannot  wonder  that  I  should 
choose  rather  to  appropriate  it  to  my  own 
necessities,  than  employ  it  in  discharging 
your  gambling-debts,  or  those  which 
were  incurred  chiefly  to  gratify  your  fas- 
tidious taste,  and  keep  you  in  good- 
humour.  In  thus  breaking  with  you  for 
ever,  you  have  an  advantage  over  me, 
which  I  had  not  in  a  similar  situation: — 
you  are  treated  with  openness  and  sin- 
cerity; whereas,  all  the  arts  of  a  cruel, 
base  dissimulation,  were  called  forth  to 
deceive  me.  Return  to  your  tame,  pas- 
sive wife ;  make  your  peace  with  her ; 
and  try  the  novelty  of  a  life  of  modera- 
tion and  honesty,  for  which  nature,  per- 
haps, first  intended  you.  Or,  if  you 
must  again  seek  an  object  to  share  your 
versatile  affections  and  broken  fortunes, 
choose  not  another  Vittoria." 

The  indignation  and  rage,  that  had 
increased  as  Lord  Montrevor  read,  now 
burst  forth  with  uncontrolled  violence. 
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He  repeatedly  struck  his  forehead  with 
his  clasped  hands,  uttering  dreadful  exe- 
crations against  his  own  folly  and  credu- 
lity ;  then,  breathing  the  severest  ven- 
geance against  Vittoria,  he  rushed  down 
stairs,  calling  loudly  for  horses  to  go  in 
pursuit  of  the  perfidious  fugitive. 

In  descending,  his  ears  were  assailed 
by  the  noise  of  workmen  ;  and,  w^hen  he 
reached  the  hall,  his  farther  progress  was 
impeded  by  porters  carrying  off  furniture, 
and  a  crowd  of  tradesmen  with  their  bills 
in  their  hands ;  who,  emboldened  by  the 
information  they  had  received  from  the 
discarded  servants,  and  the  confusion 
they  now  witnessed,  unanimously  de- 
manded immediate  payment.  Well  might 
this  wretched  man  have  exclaimed,  in 
the  just,  emphatic  words  of  our  immortal 
Bard : 

"  Wlien  sorrows  come,  they  come  not  single  spies, 
But  in  battalions." 

Montrevor,  rendered  almost  frantic, 
would  have  driven  them  by  force  from 
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the  house;  but,  after  an  useless  struggle, 
he  suddenly  became  calm,  and  said  to 
them, — ''  I  give  you  my  word  of  honour, 
my  friends,  I  will  not  quit  this  house,  if 
you  will  have  patience  one  day  longer. 
Come  again  to-morrow  at  this  time ;  I 
shall  then  have  made  the  necessary  ar- 
rangements; and,  if  I  live,  I  will  pay 
you  all." 

Some  bowed  low,  with  obsequious  apo- 
logies ;  others  muttered,  that  '^  some- 
times, gentlemen,  when  things  were 
desperate,  had  a  strange  way  of  shirking 
their  creditors ;"  but  all  withdrew,  and 
Lord  Montrevor  again  took  refuge  in  his 
chamber,  the  door  of  which  he  secured 
with  care. 

With  him  it  might  be  truly  said,  that 
the  past  brought  nothing  but  a  barren 
anguish  ;  and  the  future,  big  with  pain- 
ful uncertainty,  and  loaded  with  woes 
not  its  own,  chased  away  those  seducing 
phantoms  of  pleasure  and  hope,  which 
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Providence  kindly  bestows  to  lessen  the 
weight  of  those  afflictions  that  extreme 
guilt  has  not  rendered  insupportable. 

Thus  destitute,  thus  abandoned,  Lord 
Montrevor,  in  the  deep  mournful  accents 
of  despair,  exclaimed,  stopping  short  in 
the  middle  of  the  room,  "  Yes,  to-mor- 
row— if  I  live — I  will  pay  you  all." 
Then,  with  a  frenzied  gesture,  he  took 
down  a  brace  of  pistols  from  the  wall, 
and,  wildly  brandishing  them  above  his 
head,  he  burst  forth  into  a  horrid  laugh, 
exclaiming,  ''  These,  these,  Montrevor's 
last,  best,  only  friends,  shall  pay  all  his 
debts  ; — quench  the  raging  fire  here  ;" 
franticly  striking  his  breast ;  '^  silence 
this  throbbing  pulse  ;  and  bear  his  freed 
spirit  from  a  world  made  up  of  fawning, 
treachery,  and  black  ingratitude  ;  whose 
highest  enjoyments  are  but  the  prelude 
to  still  higher  misery  ;  where,  when  you 
can  no  longer  feast,  dance  and  sing,  and 
pay  the  costs,  your  mistress,  friends,  and 
very  menials,  all  fly  off;  and  you  are  at 
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liberty  to  shut  yourself  in,  as  I  do  now, 
and  make  your  last  exit  in  what  way  you 
please.  Be  ye  true,  at  least ;"  he  conti- 
nued, examining  the  pistols  and  their 
loading :  "  ye  are  my  last  resource,  the 
healing  balm  for  all  my  sufferings:  soon, 
by  your  friendly  means,  shall  dark  obli- 
vion bury  at  once  my  sorrows  and  my 
crimes.  Ah  !  but  will  it  be  really  so  ? — 
no  matter:  it  is  now  too  late.  Wliat 
awaits  me  beyond  this  life,  I  know  not. 
Here  is  no  longer  any  resting-place  for 
me:  the  world  contains  not  a  single  be- 
ing, to  whom  the  lost,  degraded  Mon- 
trevor  can  turn  with  confidence." 

Durino;  the  latter  few  sentences  his 
utterance  gradually  became  low  and  in- 
distinct, and  he  had  repeatedly  paused. 
At  last,  slowly  laying  the  pistols  on  the 
table,  he  walked  about  the  room  in  in- 
creasing agitation  ;  then,  pressing  his 
hands  against  his  breast,  labouring  with 
a  convulsive  sigh,  he  murmured  out,  in 
deep  hollow  accents,  '*  Oh!  yes  there  is; 
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— aye,  there  is  one  whose  tears  will  still 
bedew  my  grave ;  and,  though  to  her  my 
crimes  are  great  and  many,  Charlotte 
will  grieve  at  my  fate  : — and  my  child  ! 
she,  too,  will  mourn  a  father  who  loved, 
though  he  afflicted,  her." 

He  now  covered  his  face  with  his 
hands,  and  wept  violently.  His  heart 
became  softened  by  these  first  tears, 
which  his  anguish  had  wrung  from  him ; 
and  for  a  few  moments  he  entertained  the 
idea  of  confiding  his  repentance  and  sor- 
rows to  his  neglected  wife,  towards 
whom,  at  this  awful  period,  he  felt  all  his 
tenderness  revive ;  while  an  intimate 
knowledge  of  her  virtue,  and  the  un- 
wearied affection  she  had  preserved  for 
him  through  years  of  trial  and  desertion, 
suggested  the  belief  that  she  would  re- 
ceive him  with  kindness. 

But  w  ith  what  grace  could  he  offer  the 
return  of  a  heart  shattered  and  <lebased 
by  a  long  habitual  devotion  to  an  unwor- 
thy licentious  object?      Could  he  even 
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deceive  himself  with  the  belief  that,  if 
that  infamous  woman  had  not  basely  de- 
serted him,  he  should  again  have  sought 
the  society  of  his  injured  vs^ife?  How, 
then,  could  he  hope  to  conceal  this  de- 
grading fact  from  Lady  Montrevorl 
No! — fallen  as  he  was,  never  could  he 
descend  to  this  new  humiliation,  more 
galling  than  all  the  rest.  The  die  was 
cast.  Better  Lady  Montrevor  should 
mourn  him  dead,  than  silently  upbraid 
him  living,  with  mean  detestable  hypo- 
crisy. 

During  these  reflections,  some  of  the 
few  remaining  best  feelings  of  Montrevor 
had  been  awakened ;  but,  suspecting  that 
they  arose  from  nervous  irresolution, 
he  drank  oiF  a  large  glass  of  brandy; 
recapitulated  the  desperate  state  of  his 
affairs,  his  pennyless  situation,  and  his 
blasted  character ;  then  seized  a  pen, 
and  hastily  wrote  the  following  letter  to 
his  wife : 
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"  MY  DEAREST  CHARLOTTE, 

^*  In  what  a  moment  am  I  restored  to 
a  just  sense  of  your  virtues  and  your  in- 
juries! Gloomy  and  foreboding,  how- 
ever, as  is  every  thing  around  me,  one 
bright  spark  still  glimmers  to  light  me  on 
my  darkened  way.  I  feel  already  in  my 
heart  (and  they  cool,  for  a  moment,  the 
flaming  brand  that  fires  me,)  the  kind, 
the  virtuous  tears,  with  which  you  will 
lament  a  husband  ever  unworthy  of  you. 
When  you  think  of  the  sad  list  of  my 
errors,  my  crimes,  and  my  misfortunes, 
remember  also  this  sad  declaration  :  In 
the  midst  of  all  my  guilty  wanderings 
and  neglect,  my  heart,  misled  and  cor- 
rupted as  it  was,  revered,  nay  almost 
idolized  your  character;  and,  could  I 
have  found  but  one  kindred  virtue  in  my 
own  bosom  to  have  linked  us  together,  I 
should  still  have  loved  you  as  at  the  com-; 
mencement  of  our  union,  and  as  I  now 
do  at  its  harsh  dissolution.  Nature  made 
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me  fickle,  and  Vittoria  made  me  false : 
thus  my  warped  soul  became  daily  more 
estranged  from  yours,  till,  victim  of  the 
most  infernal  treachery, — overwhelmed 
with  debts  which  never  could  be  liqui- 
dated,— my  character  branded  with  op- 
probrium,— my  truant  heart  turns  wholly 
back  to  you,  and  its  last  throb  shall  bear 
a  blessing  on  your  name.  Well  I  know 
your  gentle  forgiving  spirit  will  grieve 
that  I  did  not  again  tax  the  strength  of 
your  oft-tried  affection  :  but  check  those 
unavailing  regrets ; — it  could  not  be. 
Death  is  far  preferable  to  the  lingering, 
living,  torment  of  seeing  my  wife,  my 
child,  associated  with  the  disgrace,  and 
almost  penury,  to  which  I  have  brought 
them. 

''Adieu,  my  Charlotte!  my  Carol  inel 
The  certainty  that  you  will  both  bless, 
compassionate,  and  pardon,  me,  when  I 
can  offend  no  more,  will  sweeten  my  last 
pang,  but  it  must  not  unnerve  my  hand. 
Farewell !     This  world,  which  my  faults 
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have  poisoned,  is  fast  fading  before  me. 
I  will  see  only  you — I  will  recal  to  my 
mind  the  sweet  tones  of  your  voice — I 
will  fancy  we  shall  meet  again ;  and 
death  will  thus  have  few  stings  for 

^'  MON TREVOR." 


Finding  the  tears  still  streamed  from 
his  eyes,  and  alarmed  lest  his  fortitude 
should  fail  in  the  execution  of  his  pur- 
pose, he  drank  another  goblet  of  brandy ; 
then,  having  hastily  sealed  and  directed 
his  letter,  he  seized  the  fatal  instrument, 
charo;ed  with  self-destruction.  With 
desperate  resolution,  he  firmly  fixed  the 
mouth  of  the  pistol  against  his  temple. 
He  paused  an  instant,  ventured  to  raise 
his  eyes  to  Heaven  :  footsteps  approach- 
ed; but  the  door  was  locked,  he  feared 
not  intrusion.  A  door  behind  him,  which 
he  had  omitted  to  fasten,  suddenly  burst 
open.  At  the  same  instant  he  fired ;  the 
blood  flowed,  and  he  fell  into  the  arms 
of  Mr.    Byngham.     The   next    minute 
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Lady  Montrevor,  uttering  a  piercing 
shriek,  sunk  senseless  at  the  entrance  of 
the  roona. 

Assistance  was  immediately  procured, 
and  a  surgeon  sent  for ;  when  Mr. 
Byngham,  having  laid  Lord  Montrevor 
on  the  bed,  and  taken  the  best  measures 
he  was  able  to  stop  the  effusion  of  blood, 
directed  his  attention  to  his  sister,  who 
was  conveyed,  still  senseless,  to  another 
room.  When  she  was  sufficiently  reco- 
vered, her  brother  ventured  to  assure  her 
that  Montrevor's  terrible  purpose  had 
happily  failed  ;  but  that,  as  nothing  was 
so  seriously  to  be  apprehended  as  sur- 
prise and  agitation  in  his  present  critical 
state,  she  must  submit  to  his  remaining 
ignorant  that  she  was  in  the  house. 

Full  as  the  agonized  soul  of  Lady 
Montrevor  was  of  horror,  her  first  act 
was  humbly  to  thank  Heaven  for  its  sea- 
sonable intervention,  in  preserving  her 
husband  from  the  commission  of  this  last, 
this  most  heinous  crime,  which  threatens 
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to  close  for  ever  the  doors  of  mercy  on 
the  guilty  soul.  With  grateful  submis- 
sion she  then  promised  not  to  seek  ad- 
mittance to  her  husband's  room  ;  and, 
bathing  the  hand  of  her  brother,  now 
dearer  than  ever  to  her,  with  tears,  she 
said,  '^  Go,  lose  not  a  moment  here : 
when  you  can  bring  me  good  news,  I 
need  not  bid  you  come ;  the  relief  you 
will  afford  this  wretched,  almost  widow- 
ed, heart  will  well  reward  you." 

Mr.  Byngham  hastened  to  Montrevor, 
and  soon  after  heard  from  the  surgeons, 
who  extracted  the  ball  with  great  diffi- 
culty, that  his  lordship's  recovery  was 
possible,  though  by  no  means  certain. 

The  sudden  entrance  of  Mr.  Byngham 
hadcaused  an  involuntary  movement  in  the 
arm  of  Montrevor,  so  that,  when  he  fired, 
the  ball  entered  the  forehead  in  a  sloping 
direction,  and  made  a  very  alarming 
wound  in  the  upper  part  of  the  head.  It 
was  long  before  this  unfortunate  man  in 
any  degree  recovered   his  recollection ; 
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and  then  it  was  but  a  momentary  flash, 
that  served  only  to  augment  still  more 
the  fever  with  which  he  was  seized,  and 
which,  in  spite  of  every  medical  assist- 
ance, continued  to  rage,  with  but  few  and 
short  intermissions  for  many  days. 

We  will  not  attempt  to  keep  pace  with 
the  agonized  feelings,  or  trembling  joy, 
that  alternately  agitated  the  bosom  of  his 
affectionate  wife,  as  fear  or  hope  prevail- 
ed. His  melancholy  state  permitted  her 
attendance  without  any  danger  of  his 
being  agitated.  I  mmoveable,  she  watched 
his  broken  slumbers  ;  and,  while  holding 
his  parched  hand  or  bathing  his  burning 
temples,  her  heart  was  often  ready  to 
burst  with  anguish  as  she  listened  to  the 
poignancy  of  his  self-reproaches  and  im- 
passioned supplications  for  her  pardon, 
wholly  unconscious  that  it  was  the  wife 
he  so  pathetically  implored  who  bedewed 
his  pillow  with  her  tears.  Those  tears, 
however,  she  constantly  checked,  as  not 
in  unison  with  the  fervent  gratitude,  the 
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joy,  she  felt  at  being  allowed  to  hope 
that,  shaken  as  he  was  both  in  body  and 
mind,  his  life  would  still  be  granted  to 
her  prayers.  To  these  hopes,  and  to  the 
performance  of  her  melancholy  duties,  we 
will  now  leave  her,  while  w^e  give  some 
account  of  circumstances  which  brought 
her  and  Mr.  Byngham  at  so  critical  a 
moment  to  Lord  Montrevor's  apartment. 


VOL,  n. 


170  CONCEALMENT. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


"  Patience  and  sorrow  strove 

Which  should  express  her  goodliest :  you  have  seen 

Sunshine  and  rain  at  once  ;  lier  smiles  and  tears 

Were  like  a  better  day.     Those  happiest  smiles, 

That  played  on  her  ripe  lip,  seeni'd  not  to  know 

What  guests  were  in  her  eyes  ;  which  parted  theacc, 

As  pearls  from  diamonds  dropt.     In  brief, 

Sorrow  would  be  a  rarity  most  belov'd, 

If  all  could  so  become  it."  shakespeare. 


Mr.  Byngham  had  been  but  a  short  time 
returned  to  Devonshire,  when  he  and  his 
sister  were  called  to  attend  the  death-bed 
of  their  respected  friend  Mr.  Taverner, 
who  was  seized  with  a  disorder  which 
immediately  threatened  to  be  fatal. 
Aware  of  his  danger,  he  wished  once 
more  to  see  the  son  and  daughter  of  the 
man  to  whose  benevolent  hand  he  owed 
the  foundation  of  his  success  in  that 
world  which  he  was  on  the  point  of 
leaving.     He  did  not  enjoy  that  satisfac- 
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tion  ;  for,  though  the  summons  was  im- 
mediately obeyed,  he  had  breathed  his 
last  before  Lady  Montrevor  and  her  bro- 
ther arrived. 

On  opening  the  will  of  their  lamented 
friend — who  had  not  a  single  relation, — 
it  appeared  that,  after  liberally  rewarding 
his  dependents,  and  providing  hand- 
somely for  Mrs.  Mellorn,  his  property 
amounted  to  a  hundred  and  fifty  thou- 
sand pounds ;  of  which  the  sum  of  fifty 
thousand  was  bequeathed  to  Mr.  Byng- 
ham,  and  in  his  hands  was  invested,  as 
sole  trustee,  with  the  power  of  associating 
whom  he  pleased  to  the  trust,  and  of 
appointing  them  by  will  to  succeed  him, 
a  hundred  thousand  pounds  for  the  use 
of  Charlotte  Baroness  Montrevor ;  fifty 
thousand  of  which  she  might  dispose  of 
during  her  life,  with  the  consent  of  Mr. 
Byngham.  Of  the  other  fifty  thousand 
she  was  to  enjoy  the  income,  but  was  re- 
strained from  touching  the  principal; 
and  had  the  power  of  giving  it  by  wilL 
i2 
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Mr.  Byngham  was  not  at  all  surprised 
at  this  arrangement ;  as  he  had  reason  to 
believe  it  had  been  made  in  consequence 
of  his  own  representations  of  the  dis- 
tressed state  of  Lord  Montrevor's  affairs, 
and  of  the  unwearied  affection  his  wife 
still  entertained  for  him.  Mr.  Taverner 
had  indeed,  in  this  disposition  of  his  pro- 
perty, considered  much  less  the  dictates 
of  prudence,  than  what  he  knew  would  be 
the  wishes  of  his  adopted  daughter — the 
amiable  Lady  Montrevor;  for  whom 
(though  in  India  at  the  time  of  her  birth, 
and  long  after,)  he  had  requested  to  an- 
swer as  godfather.  While,  then,  he 
secured  to  her  an  ample  income  that 
could  not  be  diminished,  and  the  power 
of  bestowing  a  large  fortune  at  her  death 
on  her  daughter,  he  yielded  to  the  plea- 
sure of  gratifying  her,  by  enabling  her  to 
relieve  the  distresses  of  her  husband; 
who  might,  if  not  quite  lost  to  all  gene- 
rous feeling,  become,  in  consequence, 
worthy  of  her. 
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With  grateful  tears.  Lady  Montrevor 
blessed  the  considerate  Hberahty  of  her 
friend.  She  felt  the  full  force  and  ten- 
derness of  his  partiality ;  and,  amid  the 
tumultuous  sensations  of  joy  to  which  his 
bounty  gave  rise,  she  sincerely  regretted 
that  he  could  never  receive  her  thanks, 
never  witness  the  happiness  caused  by 
his  kindness.  As  soon  as  the  last  sad 
rites  claimed  by  humanity,  were  over, 
and  Mr.  Byngham  and  his  sister  had 
followed  their  friend  to  the  grave,  they 
hastened  to  London;  every  hour  seeming 
now  an  age,  till  Lady  Montrevor  could 
convey  her  newly- acquired  wealth  to  her 
husband. 

Fain  would  she  have  persuaded  her 
brother  to  yield  up  his  trust  immediately, 
to  the  full  extent  of  his  power ;  and  allow 
her  at  once  to  give  Lord  Montrevor  the 
whole  of  the  fifty  thousand  pounds. 

"Still,  Edward,"  she  said,  "I  shall  be 
very  rich,  and  so  will  Caroline.  Suffer 
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me  then  effectually  to  relieve  my  husband 
from  all  his  difficulties.  When  he  feels 
himself  so  completely  at  ease  in  pecuniary 
concerns,  who  shall  say  that  his  heart, 
which  once  was  generous  and  affec- 
tionate, may  not  resume  its  former 
virtues." 

Byngham  was  affected  by  the  entrea- 
ties of  his  sister,  but  immoveable  in  his 
purpose;  and  he  determined  to  adhere 
strictly  to  what  he  had  good  reason  to 
believe  were  the  intentions  of  the  tes- 
tator. As  soon,  therefore,  as  the  preli- 
minary forms  of  law  were  gone  through, 
he  put  his  sister  in  possession  of  five-and- 
twenty  thousand  pounds ;  candidly  de- 
claring, that,  if  Lord  Montrevor  was  still 
so  lost,  as  to  make  an  unworthy  use  of 
that  sura,  and  continue  his  present  im- 
proper conduct,  nothing  should  induce 
him  so  grossly  to  betray  his  trust,  as  to 
enable  her  to  furnish  him  with  any  far- 
ther supply.     Lady  Montrevor  was  reluc- 
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tantly  compelled  to  submit  to  this  deci- 
sion ;  and  she  immediately  wrote  to  her 
husband,  enclosing  the  money.  Scorn- 
ing to  imply  any  conditions,  as  the  reward 
of  a  conduct  she  felt  to  be  as  natural  as 
gratifying,  with  trembling  hand,  and 
beating  heart,  she  wrote  simply  the  fol- 
lowing lines : 

^'  MY  DEAREST  WILLIAM, 

"  The  sudden  death,  and  liberality,  of 
my  good  old  friend  Mr.  Taverner  (a  copy 
of  whose  Will  you  will  receive  with  this,) 
have  made  me  very  rich ;  and  my  brother 
has  enabled  me  to  send  you  the  sum  of 
twenty-five  thousand  pounds,  which  I 
sincerely  hope  will  relieve  you  from  those 
pecuniary  difficulties  you  mentioned  to 
me  when  last  at  Arlingham.  Our  dear 
Caroline  I  left  quite  well,  and,  with  Julia, 
is  spending  the  time  of  my  absence  at 
Brookdale  Parsonage.  I  shall  imme- 
diately hasten  home ;  and,  I  trust,  I  shall 
i4 
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be  able  to  assure  her  that  her  beloved 
father  is  in  good  health.     Ever  your 

Most  affectionate  and  devoted  wife, 

C.  MONTREVOR. 

"P.S. — Sir  Charles  Benwell  is  shortly 
to  be  married  to  Miss  Huntley :  he  is  at 
present  in  Yorkshire  ;  or  I  should  not 
have  permitted  Caroline  to  become  Mrs. 
Huntley's  guest." 

Lady  Montrevor  had  just  enclosed  this 
letter  in  the  parcel,  for  her  brother  to 
carry  to  the  house  they  knew  Lord  Mon- 
trevor occupied  in  town,  when  Mr. 
Brown  hastily  entered  the  room. 

This  was  a  respectable  tradesman,  at 
whose  house  Mr.  Byngham  always  lodged 
when  he  came  to  town  on  business  ;  and 
to  which  Lady  Montrevor  had  this  time 
accompanied  him.  He  had  formerly 
lived  servant  with  Mr.  Byngham  ;  but 
now  kept  a  linen-draper's  shop  in  the 
neighbourhood     of    Lord     Montrevor's 
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house.  Joy  sparkled  in  his  honest  face, 
as,  rubbing  his  hands,  he  said, — *"  I  beg 
your  ladyship's  pardon — I  beg  your  ho- 
nour's pardon, — but  I  am  so  glad,  I  can 
hardly  speak.  I  went  myself  to  see  if  it 
is  all  true ;  and  I  am  out  of  breath  with 
running,  that  I  might  have  the  pleasure 
of  telling  my  lady  myself.  Fine  doings 
there  have  been,  and  a  fine  confusion  she 
has  left  behind  her ;  but  no  matter,  since 
she  is  fairly  gone:  ray  lord's  eyes  will 
now,  to  be  sure,  be  open  ;  and  then — " 

Brown  had  run  on  so  far  without  any 
interruption,  when  Mr.  Byngham  stopped 
him,  to  inquire  what  he  meant,  and  what 
was  the  cause  of  all  his  joy.  They  then 
received  the  assurance  of  Vittoria's  flight, 
and  other  circumstances,  that  induced 
Mr.  Byngham  to  hasten  to  the  house,  and 
offer  his  advice  and  assistance  to  Lord 
Montrevor. 

As  he  descended  the  stairs  with  Brown, 
Lady  Montrevor  caught  enough  from  the 
whispers  of  the  latter,  to  comprehend  that 
i5 
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her  husband  was  in  distress  from  an  ac- 
cumulation of  debts  ;  and  reflecting  that 
Vittoria,  that  worst  enemy  of  her  peace, 
being  removed,  there  remained  no  impe- 
diment to  her  seeking  Lord  Montrevor  in 
his  distress,  she  determined  to  follow  her 
brother,  and  use  every  means  to  prevail 
on  him  (if  necessary)  to  relinquish  the 
remaining  twenty-five  thousand  pounds. 
Requesting,  therefore,  Brown  to  accom- 
pany her,  she  immediately  followed  Mr. 
Byngham ;    who,    having    reached    the 
house    but   a   few  minutes  before,   had 
heard  from  the  maid-servant  particulars 
which  greatly  alarmed  him.     After  de- 
scribing the  strange  and  furious  beha- 
vipur  of  her  master,  she  added, — ''He  is 
now,  sir,  locked  fast  in  his  bed-chamber ; 
and,  hearing  him  talk  loud,  I  listened  at 
the  door  a  few  minutes  back,  and  plainly 

heard  him  snap  one  pistol  after  another, 

as  if  he  was  trying  them." 

*'  Shew  me   the   way ;"  hastily    cried 

Byngham,  seized  with  the  most  horrid 
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apprehensions  : — "  but  you  say  the  door  is 
locked." 

"  So  it  is,"  she  replied  ;  ^^  but  there  is 
another,  which  perhaps  is  not  fastened." 

Saying  this,  she  led  him  to  a  back 
staircase  which  he  rapidly  ascended, 
heedless  even  of  his  sister,  who,  suspect- 
ing the  dreadful  cause  of  his  agitation, 
closely  followed  him.  With  what  oc- 
curred afterward,  the  reader  is  already 
acquainted. 

When  every  possible  assistance  was 
rendered  to  his  unfortunate  and  guilty 
brother-in-law,  and  his  own  mind  be- 
came a  little  composed,  Mr.  Byngham 
collected  the  different  letters  and  papers 
that  lay  scattered  about  the  room.  From 
these  he  learnt  the  accumulation  of  the 
calamitous  blows  that  had  so  suddenly 
fallen  on  the  head  of  Montrevor :  under 
which, — stung  also,  no  doubt,  by  bitter 
remorse, — he  scarcely  wondered  that  his 
courage  had  so  completely  sunk. 

A  long  acquaintance  with  sorrow,  never 
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to  be  removed,  though  much  softened 
by  time,  had  engraven  on  the  mind  of 
Mr.  Byngham  a  strong  sense  of  religion, 
and  a  pious  conviction  of  the  superin- 
tendance  of  a  wise  and  merciful  God 
over  the  affairs  of  men.  Thus,  even  in 
the  terrible  catastrophe  now  before  him, 
hope  and  virtuous  confidence  taught  him 
to  see  the  hand  of  an  all-gracious  Provi- 
dence, leading  back,  by  a  most  awful 
road,  one  of  its  creatures  to  repentance. 

Encouraged  by  these  happy  presenti- 
ments, while  Montrevor  lay  insensible  to 
all  surrounding  objects, — sometimes  in  a 
lethargic  stupor,  at  others  raving  un- 
der the  influence  of  wild  delirium, — 
Byngham,  with  Christian  compassion, 
and  active  benevolence,  was  examining, 
arranging,  and  transacting,  his  affairs. 
The  debts  contracted  at  play,  as  they 
appeared  the  most  pressing,  so  were  they 
the  first  discharged ;  and  the  eventful 
^'  morrow," — to  which  the  unhappy  man 
had,  in  the    gloomy  desperation  of  his 
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mind,   referred   his   creditors, — saw    all 
their  claims  satisfied. 

Montrevor's  removal  from  the  house 
was  impracticable  :  but,  during  his  deli- 
rium, his  room  was  changed  for  one  with 
which  he  was  little  acquainted ;  every 
arrangement  was  made,  by  this  consi- 
derate friend,  to  remove  all  that  could, 
when  his  reason  returned,  recall  to  his 
mind  the  incidents  which  had  imme- 
diately preceded  his  fatal  attempt.  His 
own  attendants  arrived  from  Devonshire ; 
and  Lady  Montrevor,  in  trembling  hope, 
busied  herself  in  arranging  the  furniture 
of  his  i:iew  apartment ;  and,  with  unaf- 
fected delicacy,  banishing  not  only  thence, 
but  also  from  all  other  parts  of  the  house, 
every  remaining  memento  of  its  late 
inhabitant. 

At  leno:th  Lord  Montrevor's  fever 
abated  ;  and,  though  dreadfully  weaken- 
ed, the  surgeons  and  physicians  declared 
the  crisis  past ;  and  that,  if  his  mind 
could  be  kept  quiet,  he  might  soon  reach 
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a  state  of  convalescence.  For  this  pur- 
pose gentle  opiates  were  constantly  ad- 
ministered, to  blunt  or  suppress,  till  he 
was  better  able  to  encounter  them, — the 
recollections  that  would  agitate  him,  and 
retard  his  recovery.  By  degrees  his 
strength  increased;  his  wound  wore  a 
promising  appearance ;  and  the  critical 
time  arrived,  when,  collecting  his  scat- 
tered senses,  memory  began  to  be  active, 
and  his  straining  eye-balls  sought  to  pe- 
netrate beyond  the  objects  that  surround- 
ed them.  Often  before  he  spoke  he 
closed  their  aching  lids,  while  he  endea- 
voured to  arrange  the  confused  ideas  he 
entertained  of  what  had  happened,  where 
he  was,  and  who  were  those  near  him. 

Byngham  had  marked  the  approach  of 
this  moment,  from  the  quick  turns  of 
Montrevor's  eyes,  and  the  frequent  appli- 
cation of  his  hand  to  his  forehead.  He 
then  made  a  sign  to  his  sister  to  with- 
draw from  observation;  but,  remaining 
himself  before  him,  he  waited  for  a  fa- 
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vorable  instant  to  speak,  when  he  might 
do  so  with  least  danger  of  exciting  too 
sudden  an  emotion  ;  and,  seeing  the  tears 
stealing  from  beneath  the  closed  eye-lids 
of  M ontrevor,  he  said,  in  kindest  accents, 
— "  My  friend,  you  are  getting  better  : 
how  happy  it  will  make  us  all !" 

Lord  Montrevor  opened  his  eyes,  say- 
ing, "  Yes,  it  is  Byngham  :  oh !  tell 
me, — but  no — do  not — do  not  clear  away 
the  mist  that  swims  before  me." 

He  then  covered  his  face  with  his 
hands,  and  continued  to  weep.  Mr. 
Byngham  suffered  the  tears  to  flow, 
rightly  judging  they  were  a  salutary 
omen ;  and  that,  nature  thus  relieved,  his 
mind  would  soon  be  restored  to  its  usual 
tone.  When  he  judged  he  might  pru- 
dently revert  to  the  past,  he  gradually, 
and  with  tenderness,  entered  upon  what 
he  thought  most  calculated  to  sooth  his 
anguish,  and  heal  his  wounded  spirit. 

As,  by  degrees,  Lord  Montrevor  learnt 
that  his  honor  and  character  remained 
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untarnished  in  the  world,  and  that  all 
his  debts  were  paid  by  Mr.  Taverner's 
legacy  to  his  wife,  his  joy  was  great; 
but  when  he  read  Lady  Montrevor's  let- 
ter, and  understood  what  he  owed  to  the 
noble  disinterestedness  of  that  amiable 
woman,  cautiously  as  Mr.  Byngham  had 
proceeded,  his  mental  anguish  was  almost 
insupportable ;  and  so  greatly  alarmed 
his  friend,  that,  fearing  the  consequences 
of  farther  agitation,  he  forcibly  retained 
Lady  Montrevor,  who,  concealed  behind 
the  curtain  of  the  bed,  was  on  the  point 
of  appearing  to  offer  all  the  consolation 
in  her  power. 

Insensible  to  every  thing,  but  the 
acuteness  of  his  own  feelings,  and  the 
poignancy  of  his  self-reproaches,  Mon- 
trevor noticed  not  what  passed  so  near 
him  ;  and,  after  a  painful  silence  of  some 
length,  he  exclaimed, — ''Oh!  Byngham, 
how  little  have  I  deserved  this  kindness 
from  you!  I,  who  have  wronged,  neg- 
lected, and  insulted,  your  angel  sister. 
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And  can  it  be  possible  that,  at  the  mo- 
ment when  I  meditated  the  last  consum- 
mation  of  a  guilty  life,  her  pure  exalted 
affection  was  sacrificing,  to  my  disgrace- 
ful necessities,  that  affluence  which  would 
well  have  compensated  for  the  loss  of  one 
so  unworthy  of  her  ?— but  it  is  over,— my 
crimes  cry  louder  even  than  her  virtues. 
What  a  heart  have  I  thrown  from  me ; 
and    for    whom  ?"— Violent    sobs    here 
reached  his  ear ;  he  started :   the  next 
moment,  his  wife,  no  longer  to  be  re- 
strained, sprung  to  the  side  of  the  bed, 
exclaiming,    "  That  heart  is   all    your 
own,  dearest  Montrevor :  I  cannot  bear 
that  you  should  for  a  moment  doubt  my 
love,  and   readiness  to  forget  the  past. 
Bless  me  with  one  look  of  former  affection, 
and    I    am  richly   paid   for   all    I  have 
endured." 

In  vain  she  waited  a  reply ;  her  hus- 
band's head  had  sunk  upon  her  neck, 
and  his  senses  had  for  a  time  forsaken 
him. 
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Alarmed  at  the  imprudence  to  which 
she  had  been  led,  by  the  most  uncontrol- 
lable emotion,  Lady  Montrevor  was  now 
again  herself,  and  would,  of  her  own  ac- 
cord, have  withdrawn;  but  the  physi- 
cian, (who  was  an  old  friend  of  the 
family,)  entering  at  the  time,  and  learn- 
ing what  had  occurred,  advised  her  to 
stay ;  saying  it  was  only  a  fainting  fit, 
and  that,  on  recovering,  his  lordship 
would  suffer  less  from  surprise  or  joy, 
than  from  the  confused  ideas  and  afflict- 
ing sensations  her  absence  would  create. 
Lord  Montrevor  shortly  revived ;  when 
Dr.  N —  drew  Mr.  Byngham  into  the( 
adjoining  room. 

We  shall,  no  doubt,  be  pardoned  for 
declining  to  describe  the  scene  that  en- 
sued between  Lord  and  Lady  Montrevor. 
Indeed  we  confess  we  have  not  words  or 
colours  to  paint  to  our  satisfaction  the 
heart-felt  repentance  and  sincerity  of 
returning  affection  on  one  side ;  or  the 
gentle,  yet  noble,  forgiving   spirit,  and 
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Jgenerous  warmth  of  female  tenderness, 
on  the  other.     Suffice  it  then  to  say,  that, 
notwithstanding  every  nerve   had  been 
strained   and  shaken  almost  to  the  ex- 
tremest   point,   yet    from    this  moment 
Montrevor's  recovery  was    progressive, 
though  slow ;  and  that  though  apprehen- 
sions, which  were  easily  awakened,  of  a 
relapse,  often  brought  tears  to  the  eyes 
of  his  exemplary  wife,  yet  the  smile  of 
flattering  hope  frequently  lighted  up  fea- 
tures,  which    patient    sorrow    had   not 
power  to  disrobe  of  their  best  charms— 
the   expression  of  virtue  and  goodness. 
These  bright  graces,  beaming  in  the  still 
fine  countenance  of  Lady  Montrevor,— 
who  was  now  but  a  few  years  past  the 
meridian  of  life,— rendered  her,  if  not  as 
handsome,  certainly  as  attractive,  as  ever. 
Mr.  Byngham  had  communicated  to 
her  the  letter   which  her  husband  had 
written  just  before  his  desperate    act; 
and,  though  its  perusal  cost  her  many 
tears,  it  brought  its  balm  along  with  it ; 
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since  it  proved  that,  though  so  long  and 
cruelly  estranged  from  her,  his  heart,  un- 
solicited, returned  to  her  at  last. 

As  soon  as  it  was  possible  to  remove 
Lord  Montrevor  with  safety,  he  was 
conveyed  to  another  house  in  town;  w^hen 
Mr.  Byngham  hastened  to  relieve  the 
maternal  affection  of  Lady  Montrevor, 
and  set  out  to  fetch  her  daughter  and 
Julia  from  Mr.  Huntley's. 

As  Lord  Montrevor  began  to  feel  the 
re-establishment  of  his  health,  he  expe- 
rienced also  the  sense  of  relief  from  all 
the  sad  train  of  unsettled  feelings  that 
had  for  many  years  oppressed  him.  It  is, 
I  fear,  a  just  observation  on  the  human 
mind,  that  the  impressions  of  pain  and 
uneasiness,  if  not  at  first  deeper,  are  in 
their  nature  much  more  lasting  than  those 
of  pleasure  ;  of  guilty  pleasures  most  cer- 
tainly. Lord  Montrevor  was  now  an 
instance  of  this  truth  :  the  glittering  fol- 
lies and  seductive  gratifications,  once  so 
eagerly    sought    and  dearly  purchased, 
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were  almost  forgotten,  or  only  remem- 
bered to  point  the  anguish,  and  increase 
the  horror,  with  which  he  turned  from 
all  thoughts  of  the  life  he  had  pursued, 
that  he  might  express  his  thanks  to  hea- 
ven, and  his  beloved  Charlotte,  for  his 
late  preservation  and  present  happiness  ; 
while  he  feelingly  anticipated  the  enjoy- 
ment and  tranquillity  he  at  length  hoped 
to  find  in  the  shades  of  Arlingham,  and 
in  the  bosom  of  his  family. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 


"  Yonng  let  the  lover  be,  the  lady  old, 

And  that  disparity  of  years  shall  prove 

No  bane  of  peace,  although  some  bar  to  love  : 

'Tis  not  the  worst,  our  nuptial  ties  among, 

That  joins  the  antient  bride  and  bridegroom  young; 

Young  vpives,  like  changing  winds,  their  power  display, 

By  shifting  points,  and  varying  day  by  day  j 

•         #         *♦•*»#* 
But  like  a  trade  wind  is  the  antient  dame, 
Mild  to  your  wish,  and  every  day  the  same; 
Steady  as  time,  no  sudden  squalls  you  fear, 
But  set  full  sail,  and  with  assurance  steer."        crabbe. 


While  the  lately  described  awful  scenes 
were  passing  in  town,  Brookdale  and 
its  neighbourhood  were  not  destitute  of 
events. 

Fanny  Huntley,  as  we  related  many 
pages  back,  had  at  an  early  age  lost,  by 
a  malignant  malady,  a  great  portion  of 
personal  beauty.  Her  mind,  however, 
still  retained  all  its  virtues  and  attrac- 
tions. Sir  Charles  Benwell,  being  re- 
lated to  the  family,  had  often  been  a 
resident  guest  at  Mr.  Huntley's  ;  and, 
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during  those  visits,  the  generous  warmth 
and  manly  sincerity  of  his  character  had 
gradually  excited  a  tender  preference  in 
the  bosom  of  Miss  Huntley.  In  the  ne- 
ver failing  resources  of  a  well-regulated 
mind,  she  found  however,  if  not  tranquil^ 
lity,  yet  self-approval,  and  the  power  of 
concealing  and  restraining,  if  not  of  sub- 
duing, an  ill-placed  sentiment.  She  had 
suffered  much  in  struggling  with  her 
feelings,  while  watching  the  progress 
of  the  baronet's  attachment  to  Miss 
Montrevor ;  an  attachment  of  which  she 
was  often,  reluctantly,  even  compelled  to 
be  the  confidant. 

When  brought  to  her  father's,  after  the 
duel,  and  he  became  an  object  of  the  in- 
terest and  attention  of  the  whole  house,  it 
required  all  the  exertion  of  Fanny's  pru- 
dence to  conceal  her  secret  from  common 
observation ;  but  to  evade  the  affec- 
tionate, vigilant  penetration  of  her  mo- 
ther was  impossible.  Mrs.  Huntley  was 
at  first  greatly  distressed  by  this  disco- 
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very ;  but,  possessing  much  knowledge  of 
die  world,  and  human  nature,  she  soon 
began  to  think  it  more  than  possible, 
that,  in  the  present  favorable  situation 
of  affairs,  the  friendly  disposition  of  Sir 
Charles  towards  her  daughter  might 
easily  be  improved  to  a  participation  of 
her  sentiments.  Without,  then,  the 
slio:htest  insinuation  of  the  motives  and 
wishes  that  actuated  her,  even  to  Fanny, 
this  prudent  old  lady,  while  she  cauti- 
ously and  unremittingly  superintended 
the  arrangements  of  the  sick  chamber, 
was  particularly  careful  that  all  the  thou- 
sand nameless  offices  of  succouring 
friendship  should  be  performed  by  her 
daughter. 

The  baronet  was  precisely  the  man  to 
be  so  sought,  and  so  won.  Convinced 
that  his  late  pursuit,  if  ever  doubtful,  was 
now  decidedly  fruitless  ;  he  began  reso- 
lutely to  make  up  his  mind  to  his  present 
situation  ;  quickly  yielded  to  reason  and 
necessity ;  and  hopeless  love  became  to 
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him  only  a  temporary  disappointment. 
In  this  state  of  mind,  he  noticed,  with 
grateful  feelings,  the  indefatigable  atten- 
tion of  Miss  Huntley  to  his  comfort  and 
amusement.  To  these  favorable  obser- 
vations soon  succeeded  the  discovery, 
that,  if  her  features  were  not  handsome, 
the  expression  of  her  countenance  was 
remarkably  good  and  pleasing.  Then  she 
was  only  a  year  or  two  older  than  him- 
self; and  he  was  convinced  of  the  great 
sweetness  of  her  disposition  and  temper. 

Thus,  by  almost  imperceptible  de- 
grees, his  heart  admitted  sentiments  of  a 
rational  and  warm  regard,  much  more 
likely  to  contribute  to  his  happiness,  than 
those  which  had  lately  so  much  per- 
plexed him.  Such  being  the  state  of 
mind  of  the  two  parties,  the  moment  of 
explanation  was  not  long  delayed ;  and 
Mrs,  Huntley,  in  addition  to  the  pros- 
pect of  Fanny's  being  so  advantageously 
settled,  had  the  self-satisfaction  of  think- 
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ing  she  had  greatly  facilitated  this  de- 
sirable object. 

Miss  Huntley  received  the  proposals  of 
Sir  Charles  with  grateful  tenderness ; 
and  every  preliminary  being  easily  adjust- 
ed, as  soon  as  he  w^as  able  to  travel,  he 
went  into  Yorkshire  to  superintend  some 
necessary  repairs  to  the  family  mansion, 
preparatory  to  his  marriage. 

Another  important  event  that  occur- 
red about  the  same  period,  was  the 
avowed  intended  union  between  the 
Right  Hon,  Lady  Eleanor  Carlmaine, 
sister  of  the  Earl  of  Ashmore,  and  the 
Rev.  Stephen  Thornton.  In  vain  had  the 
respective  relatives  on  both  sides  endea- 
voured to  prevent  so  ill-assorted  an  alli- 
ance. Her  ladyship  long  pleaded,  most 
pathetically,  the  cause  of  her  first  attach- 
ment, and  the  irresistible  decrees  of  fate. 
But  still  her  brother  continued  to  censure, 
and  even  ridicule,  her  choice,  as  prepos- 
t^erous    and    almost  disgraceful ;    repre- 
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senting,  with  much  sense  and  judgment, 
fhe  risk  she  ran  of  being  unhappy  with  a 
man  so  much  vouno;er  than  herself. 

At  length,  impatient  at  lectures  in  dis- 
approbation of  resolutions  she  had  already 
formed,  Lady  Eleanor,  as  ungenerously 
as  weakly,  silenced  advice  prompted  by 
regard,  by  declaring  she  was  convinced 
that  nothing  but  mercenary  considera- 
tions could  cause  such  unkind  opposition 
to  an  union,  which  was,  in  every  point  of 
view,  so  much  for  her  happiness. 

''  Brother,"  said  she,  with  much  in- 
dignation, "  after  sacrificing  to  you  and 
your  family  all  the  spring  of  my  life,  it  is 
most  unhandsome  of  you  to  require  my 
summer  also ;  and  ask  me  to  forego  this 
golden  opportunity ;  perhaps  the  only 
one  I  may  ever  have  of  meeting  with  a 
protector,  friend,  and  husband,  exactly 
to  my  mind.  You,  Lord  Ashmore,  who 
used  to  be  fond  of  elegant  literature, 
may  remember  those  beautiful  lines  of 
k2 
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the  poet,  which,  I  think,  may  be  well  ap- 
plied to  my  case  : 

*' There  is  a  tide  in  the  affairs  of  men, 
Which,  taken  in  the  flood,  leads  on  to  fortune; 
Omitted,  all  the  vojagje  of  their  life 
Is  bound  in  sliallows,  and  in  miseries.'^ 

Thus  it  might  possibly  be  with  me, 
were  I  to  reject  the  love  of  Mr.  Thornton. 
No,  brother,  it  is  time  I  should  think  a 
little  of  myself.  Your  son  and  daughter 
are  well  provided  for  ;  and  it  would  be 
cruel  to  wish  to  benefit  them  at  the  price 
of  a  sister's  happiness.  Indeed  I  have 
done  much,  and  Mr.  Stephen  also,  in 
consenting  that,  should  we  not  be  blessed 
with  offspring,  my  property  shall  go  as  I 
always  intended  it  should  do,  in  case  I 
died  unmarried  ;  that  is,  to  my  nephew 
Carlmaine.  You  have  therefore,  my 
lord,  no  reason  to  complain  ;  and  I  hope 
you  will  not,  by  setting  yourself  against 
my  wishes,  tempt  me  to  forget  my  affec- 
tion for  you  and  your  children."     The 
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implied  threat  had  no  great  weight  with 
Lord  Ash  more  ;  but  he  had  really  a  true 
regard  for  his  sister,  and,  seeing  she  was 
resolutely  bent  on  the  mad  step  in  ques- 
tion, and  reflecting  how  difficult,  nay 
almost  impossible,  it  is  to  turn  ladies  of  a 
certain  age,  and  on  certain  subjects,  he 
determined  to  offer  no  further  opposition  ; 
but  to  enter,  with  all  the  interest  he 
really  felt  for  her  welfare,  into  the  ne- 
cessary arrangements  for  this  unequal 
union. 

Mr.  Stephen  Thornton,  on  the  other 
hand,  was  persecuted  by  serious  oppo- 
sition from  every  part  of  his  family. 
Mrs.  Thornton  was  outraoeous  on  the 
occasion.  She  could  not  at  first  give 
credit  to  her  own  suspicions ;  but  when 
they  were  confirmed  by  repeated  obser- 
vation, she  proposed  to  her  son,  without 
hinting  at  her  reasons,  that  he  should  go 
w^ith  his  father,  and  spend  some  time 
with  relations  they  had  in  a  distant  coun- 
ty. But  Stephen  said,  he  had  no  incli- 
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nation  to  shift  his  quarters ;  game  was 
plentiful ;  the  horses  and  clogs  all  in  fine 
oixler;  and  his  father  might  go  alone, 
then  there  would  be  better  sport  at  home 
for  him. 

His  mother,  enraged  at  an  opposition 
she  had  never  before  met  with,  reproach- 
ed him  with  his  unaccountable,  unnatu- 
ral, and  frightful  attentions  to  Lady 
Eleanor  Carlmaine.  "  Yes,  Stephen," 
she  continued ;  "  I  repeat  unnatural ;  for 
what  on  earth  can  be  more  so,  than  that 
a  young  man  like  you  should  have  an  idea 
of  marrying  a  woman  old  enough  to  have 
been  his  mother?  You  have  frequently 
thought  yourself  in  love ;  and  pray  let  me 
ask,  if  it  is  possible  you  are  so  with  this 
antiquated  old  maid?  No,  you  cannot 
surely  be  such  a  fool  as  that." 

''  I  have  often,"  answered  Stephen, 
sulkily,  '^  had  good  reason  to  think  my- 
self a  fool  for  making  up  to  the  young- 
ladies  you  allude  to  ;  some  of  v;hom,  too, 
were  of  your  recommending,  mother/* 
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''  Well,  my  dear  Stephen,"  answered 
his  mother,  softening  somewhat  her  voice 
and  manner ;  ''  1  will  confess  you  have 
indeed  been  rather  unfortunate  in  these 
matters.  But  take  courage,  my  son ;  we 
will  go  up  to  town,  and  spend  a  real 
season  there  ;  see  every  thing,  and  every 
body ;  give  dinners,  balls,  and  concerts, 
like  other  people :  and  I  will  forfeit  my 
right  hand,  that  it  is  your  own  fault  if 
you  do  not  succeed  in  finding  more  than 
one  lovely,  amiable,  young  woman,  who 
would  be  very  desirous  of  becoming 
Mrs.  Stephen  'Thornton,  and  making  you 
very  happy  ;  and  who  would  soon  render 
you  completely  ashamed  of  having  even 
thought  of  such  a  woman  as  Lady 
Eleanor." 

Poor  Mrs.  Thornton,  in  her  great  anx- 
iety to  produce  cogent  reasons  on  a  sub- 
ject she  had  so  much  at  heart,  wholly 
forgot  the  wide  difference  between  her 
own  taste  and  that  of  her  son.  Thus, 
the  arguments  she  used  and  the  lures  she 
k4 
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held  out  to  recommend  a  season  in 
London  were,  unfortunately,  precisely 
calculated  to  counteract  her  views  ;  for 
Stephen  had  inherited  from  his  father, 
and  constantly  encouraged  in  himself,  an 
utter  aversion  to  all  fashionable  assem- 
blies and  amusements ;  and  he  now,  in 
increased  ill-humour,  exclaimed,  '*  I 
never  wish  to  see  London  again  as  long 
as  I  live  ;  and,  as  for  your  balls  and  con- 
certs, rather  than  be  at  either,  I  would 
spend  a  whole  day  up  to  my  neck  in 
water  after  snipes,  and  never  bag  one." 

His  mother  saw  her  error;  and,  by 
kindness,  threats,  supplications,  and  even 
tears,  sought  to  repair  it,  and  divert  him 
from  a  purpose  he  no  longer  denied.  His 
sisters  joined  in  ridiculing  and  condemn- 
ing his  choice  without  mercy  ;  while  the 
Doctor,  with  great  good- nature  and  in- 
dulgence, endeavoured  to  prove  that  such 
a  marriage  could  not  possibly  be  any  way 
to  his  advantage  ;  and  that  his  happiness 
would  be  far  more  probable,  as  it  was 
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more  natural,  with  a  young  woman : 
concluding,  however,  that  he  was  old 
enough  to  judge  for  himself;  and  that, 
having  given  this  opinion,  he  did  not 
mean  to  interfere  any  more  in  the  bu- 
siness. 

Stephen  listened  to  all  parties  with  the 
stupid  unconcern  of  an  obstinate  man, 
who  was  determined  to  be  influenced  by 
no  one;  and,  when  they  seemed  to  have 
exhausted  all  they  had  to  say,  he  delibe- 
rately thanked  the  Doctor  for  allowing 
him  to  please  himself;  and  then,  address- 
ing his  mother,  he  said,  "  I  am  also  much 
obliged  to  you,  mother,  for  1  know  you 
mean  me  well ;  but  you  are  quite  mis- 
taken. I  have  thought  much  on  the 
subject,  and  I  am  sure  I  should  not  be 
happy  with  a  very  young  woman  :  [ 
never  can  understand  them  ;  they  are 
never  the  same  ten  minutes  together. 
Now,  Lady  Eleanor  knows  what  she  is 
about ;  and  I  know,  too,  she  is  tired  of 
the  name  of  old  maid,  and  she  feels  much 
k5 
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obliged  to  me  for  ridding  her  of  it.  I 
say,  she  is  obliged  to  me :  now,  that  is 
the  very  woman  to  my  mind,  and  one  I 
sliail  always  find  civil  and  satisfied.  Be- 
sides, she  is  not  so  very  old  as  you  seem 
to  think  ;  as  she  tells  me  there  was  a  mis- 
take in  the  Peerage-book,  which  she 
never  thought  it  worth  while  to  set  right. 
Another  good  thing  is,  she  is  fond  of 
reading  romances,  and  so  on  ;  and  will, 
therefore,  not  want  me  to  dangle  after  her 
in  a  morning:  and  she  has  promised  not 
to  ask  me  to  go  to  London  ;  nor,  in  short, 
to  do  any  thing  T  don't  quite  like.  So,  I 
say  again.  Lady  Eleanor  Carlmaine  for 
me  ;  and  Lady  Eleanor  Carlmaine  I  will 
positively  marry." 

Never,  in  all  his  life,  had  Stephen  dis- 
played such  wonderful  powers  of  oratory ; 
and  having,  at  the  conclusion  of  his 
speech,  impressed  upon  his  auditors  the 
firmness  of  his  determination  by  elevat- 
ing his  voice,  and  violently  striking  the 
table  with  his  clenched  fist,  he  quitted 
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the  room  with  an  air  of  entire  self-satis- 
taction. 

Thus  did  the  unshaken  constancy  of 
Mr.  Stephen  Thornton  and  Lady  Eleanor 
conquer  the  opposition  of  their  respective 
friends,  and  nothing  delayed  the  happy 
dav  but  the  absence  of  Lord  Carlmaine  ; 
who  her  ladyship  much  wished  should  be 
present  at  the  ceremony,  particularly  as 
(foreseeing,  from  the  first,  how  the  bu- 
siness would  end  with  his  enamoured 
aunt,)  he  was  the  only  one  of  the  family 
who  had  not  attempted  to  dissuade  her 
from  the  match. 

Though  Lady  Montrevor  was  grieved, 
at  her  return  from  Worcestershire,  to  see 
her  old  friend  Lady  Eleanor  lay  herself 
so  open  to  general  censure  and  ridicule, 
she  earnestly  endeavoured  to  place  the 
circumstance  in  as  favourable  a  light  as 
possible ;  reminding  the  numerous  and 
well -pleased  propagators  of  scandal,  with 
which  all  neighbourhoods  abound,  that 
Lady     Eleanor     Carlmaine     was     very 
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iiealthy,  active,  and  young  of  her  age; 
and  Mr.  Thornton,  on  the  contrary,  ap- 
peared much  older  than  men  at  his  time 
of  life  usually  did,  from  the  uncommon 
steadiness  of  his  character,  and  want  of 
animation  in  his  manners. 

Julia,  on  first  hearing  this  charitable 
apology,  had  been  unable  to  refrain  from 
a  sly  glance  and  smile  at  Caroline,  which 
passed  not  unobserved  by  Lady  Mon- 
trevor;  who  thence  took  occasion  to  im- 
press on  the  minds  of  both,  the  necessity 
of  restraining,  with  the  most  prudent 
caution,  every  look  or  expression  that 
could  possibly  be  construed  into  a  dis- 
respectful meaning,  and  which  might 
give  offence  to  any  part  of  either  of  the 
respectable  families  concerned.  Thus 
warned,  when  they  accompanied  her 
ladyship  to  pay  her  friendly  congratula- 
tions at  Brookdale,  even  Caroline's  beha- 
viour was  not  more  guarded  and  proper 
than  our  heroine's,  though  she  had  been 
most  severely  tried  by  the  languishing 
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airs  practised  by  Lady  Eleanor,  and  the 
newly-acquired  awkward  consequence  of 
Stephen,  who  seemed  to  have  derived  an 
unusual  degree  of  self-importance  from 
the  conviction  that  he  was  about  to  act 
for  himself, — that  is  to  say,  in  opposition 
to  the  opinion  of  every  one  else. 

That  we  may  not  have  occasion  to  in- 
terrupt our  narrative  at  a  less  convenient 
time,  we  will  here  inform  the  reader  that 
Sir  Charles  Ben  well,  having  completed 
the  business  that  carried  him  into  York- 
shire, returned  with  all  proper  expedition 
to  tie  the  indissoluble  knot,  that  was  to 
put  an  end  to  several  matrimonial  specu- 
lations he  had  contemplated  within  the 
last  few  years. 

In  the  bride  he  carried  down  to  the 
house  of  his  forefathers,  he  had  the  good 
fortune  to  find  through  life  a  gentle  com- 
panion, a  faithful  friend,  and  an  affec- 
tionate wife.  They  had  several  children  ; 
and,  though  the  Baronet  enjoyed  occa- 
sionally, to  a  very  late  age,  a  good  fox- 
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chace,  yet  the  pleasures  he  found  at  home 
gradually  and  largely  encroached  upon 
the  enjoyments  abroad,  in  which  he  had 
before  chiefly  spent  his  time. 

Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntley,  almost  to  the 
equal  delight  of  their  daughter  and  her 
husband,  had  an  opportunity  a  few  years 
after  of  exchanging,  with  Lord  Ashmore's 
concurrence,  the  living  of  Brookdale  for 
one  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Sir  Charles's 
property  ;  where  they  passed  the  remain- 
der of  their  lives  in  witnessing  and  vshar- 
ing  the  happiness  of  the  child  on  whom 
they  doted. 

For  the  reason  stated  above,  we  will 
also  give  here  in  brief  the  remaining  his- 
tory of  our  friend.  Lady  Eleanor,  Lord 
Carlmaine  returned  in  due  time  from 
Ireland,  and  joined  the  festive  throng 
assembled,  by  her  ladyship's  special  in- 
vitation, to  grace  her  nuptials.  Doctor 
Thornton  had  given  up  to  his  son,  on  his 
marriage,  a  very  good  estate  in  Leices  - 
tershire,  where  the  happy  couple  went 
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immediately  to  reside ;  and  the  bride, 
desirous  of  showing  how  much  she  con- 
sulted the  inclinations  of  her  husband, 
pressed  his  favourite  sister  to  accompany 
them. 

It  cannot  be  said  that  Stephen  Thornton 
ever  greatly  regretted  his  marriage.  In- 
deed, the  total  want  of  all  energy  of  cha- 
racter, as  well  as  his  very  limited  capacity, 
generally  prevented  the  displeasures  and 
inconveniences  attendant  equally  on  re- 
trospection and  anticipation.  The  past 
was  nothing  to  him,  and  the  future  he 
thought  not  much  about ;  but  the  present 
he  enjoyed  with  all  the  animal  powers 
nature  had  given  him,  in  the  possession 
of  pleasures  neither  exalted  nor  refined, 
but  exempt  from  the  intrusion  of  those 
ambitious  corrosive  feelings,  which  iH- 
fated  genius  is  often  doomed  to  expe- 
rience. 

By  his  union  with  Lady  Eleanor,  he 
had  obtained,  with  as  little  trouble  as 
possible,  an  establisliment  of  his  own> 
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and  a  wife,  who,  if  she  was  not  always 
civil  and  satisfied,  suffered  him  to  do 
very  much  as  he  pleased  ;  provided  she 
had  her  regular  number  of  attendants,  a 
good  equipage,  with  now  and  then  a 
splendid  entertainment.  They  had  no 
offspring;  and  Stephen,  alternately  good- 
humoured,  heavy,  or  sulky,  so  far  from 
dangling  after  his  wife,  by  no  chance 
ever  saw  her  during  the  day,  but  at  the 
hour  of  dinner. 

His  whole  long  mornings  were  spent 
in  sporting  pursuits  with  Cecilia,  (who 
almost  constantly  lived  with  them,)  and 
his  evenings  were  invariably  dedicated  to 
recruitino:  slumbers. 

Thus  it  proved,  to  quote  Mr.  Stephen's 
own  observation,  a  very  good  ihing  that 
her  ladyship  was  fond  of  reading,  as 
many  hours  went  lightly  by  which  would 
otherwise  have  weighed  heavily ;  and  in 
the  evening  she  was  amused  by  the  good- 
humoured,  if  not  elegant  and  instructive, 
conversation   of  Cecilia,  or  a  game  at 
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piquet ;  of  which,  from  a  wish  of  contri- 
buting to  dissipate  her  ladyship's  ennui, 
the  obliging  girl  had  at  length,  with  much 
patience  and  perseverance,  made  herself 
mistress.  Fortunately  for  Lady  Eleanor, 
the  death  of  her  father-in-law  restored 
her  to  the  neighbourhood  of  her  youth, 
while  she  was  yet  able  to  enjoy  the  ad- 
vantages of  her  near  affinity  to  the  noble 
owner  of  Brookdale. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 


"  Soft  love,  spontaneous  tree,  its  parted  root 
Slust  from  two  hearts  with  equal  vigour  shoot ; 
Whilest  each  delighted  and  delightinfr,  gives 
The  pleasing  ecstacy  wljich  each  receives  : 
Cherish'd  with  hope,  and  fed  with  joy,  it  grows  :        *i 
Its  chearful  buds  their  op'nin^  bloom  disclose,  > 

And  round  tli<i  happy  soil  di^usive  odour  flows.'*        9 

PRIOR. 


It  may  be  recollected  that  Selvvyn  quit- 
ted Arlingham  much  agitated  by  what 
he  had  hastily  conceived  the  certainty  of 
Julia's  attachment  to  Lord  Carlmaine, — 
a  conviction  that  sensibly  affected  him. 
In  vain  he  sought  to  arm  his  mind  to  bear 
the  disappointment  of  views,  which, 
though  but  of  a  few  hours'  growth,  had 
yet  made  the  progress  of  an  age  in  hope. 
Every  lively,  yet  gentle,  accent  of  JuHa 
had  fallen  on  his  ravished  ear  like  softest 
drops  of  summer-showers  on  the  parched 
and  thirsty  plain :  her  cheerful  unaffected 
smiles    still    played    around  his   heart; 
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while  the  enchanting  expression  of  her 
eyes  had  penetrated  to  his  inmost  soul. 
The  seducing  passion,  whose  influence 
he  now  powerfully  experienced,  brought 
w^ith  it  its  usual  alternations.  At  one 
time  he  dwelt  with  rapturous  recollection 
upon  the  quickly  passing  moments  which 
he  had  spent  with  Julia  ;  at  another,  the 
elegance  of  her  manners,  and  the  charms 
of  her  conversation,  faded  before  his 
sickening  fancy,  and,  stung  with  jealousy, 
he  envied — ^he  hated — the  favoured  Carl- 
main  e. 

At  length  reason,  and  the  best  feelings 
of  Selwyn's  nature,  began  slowly  to  exert 
their  power.  He  reflected,  that,  if  his 
cousin  was  really  so  charmed  by  Julia  as 
to  seek  her  in  marriage,  his  principles 
were  better  than  he  had  supposed  them  ; 
consequently,  Julia  might  fmd  her  hap- 
piness with  him,  and  in  a  rank  of  life 
which,  he  doubted  not,  would  possess  for 
her  many  attractions.  And,  were  she 
but  happy,  even  without  his  means,  he 
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tried  to  think  he  could  in  time  become 
reconciled  to  her  loss.  Then  again  doubts 
arose  of  E^ord  Carlmaine's  sincerity  and 
constancy,  and  hope  whispered  that  all 
might  yet  not  be  wholly  lost ;  and  he  re- 
flected that  Julia's  emotion  at  the  men- 
tion of  Lord  Carlmaine's  name  was  not, 
after  all,  wholly  conclusive  of  her  love  for 
him.  It  was  possible  her  confusion  might 
arise  from  some  other  cause,  and  her 
heart  might  still  be  free. 

These  reflections  produced  sensations 
similar  to  a  reprieve,  and,  with  his  agi- 
tation somewhat  quieted,  and  his  heart 
partially  relieved  and  encouraged,  he  re- 
solved to  keep,  as  much  as  possible,  his 
own  feelings  in  subjection,  and  wait  with 
patience  the  eclaircissement.  The  sin- 
gular predicament  in  which  he  stood,  re- 
lative to  Lord  Carlmaine,  was  highly 
distressing  to  him  ;  occasioning  a  con- 
stant struode  between  a  newh-excited 
passion  and  a  just  sense  of  the  forbear- 
ance  honour  demanded  of  him.     The 
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constant  result  of  all  his  reflections  on 
the  subject,  was  to  abstain  from  any  at- 
tempt to  engage  the  affection  of  Julia, 
till  his  cousin's  pretensions  and  success 
were  ascertained.  This  compromise  with 
his  feelings  and  his  honour,  he  persuaded 
himself,  was  fully  warranted  by  his  inti- 
mate knowledge  of  the  inconstant  and 
libertine  character  of  Lord  Carlmaine. 

Julia  had  indeed  felt  much  confused  at 
the  mention  of  Lord  Carlmaine's  name, 
and  her  spirits  had  been  considerably 
ruffled.  Conscious  how  highly  she  had 
coloured,  and  recollecting  that  Mr. 
Selvvyn  might  have  been  led  to  notice  it, 
from  having  previously  seen  their  meet- 
ing at  the  Lodge,  she  concluded  his 
abrupt  departure  had  arisen  from  one  of 
the  momentary  disgusts  which  she  had 
often  fancied  she  could  remark  in  him, 
wlien  any  thing  occurred,  or  any  opinion 
was  started,  contrary  to  his  strict  sense 
of  propriety.  She  was  at  a  loss  to  guess 
what  had  past  in  his  thoughts  relative  to 
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herself  on  the  occasion  ;  but  she  felt  as- 
sured it  could  not  be  very  favourable,  and 
she  experienced  a  depression  of  mind, 
v^hich  she  could  neither  get  the  better  of, 
nor  account  for.  Many  times  she  now 
repeated  to  herself  that  her  conduct,  re- 
specting Lord  Carlmaine,  though  im- 
prudent, was,  on  the  strictest  self-exa- 
mination, free  from  all  intentional  wrong; 
and  consequently  not  of  a  nature  to  ex- 
cite internal  remorse,  though  she  had 
suffered  much  from  sincere  regret  for 
her  folly.  And  as  for  Mr.  Selwyn,  he 
had  always  appeared  much  more  ready 
to  censure,  and  misconstrue,  than  com- 
mend her  words  and  actions  ;  she  should 
certainly  therefore  not  allow  any  consi- 
derations of  what  opinion  he  might  form 
of  her,  to  disturb  her  peace. 

She  had  borne  from  necessity  the  con- 
cealment of  her  feelings  from  Lady  Mon- 
trevor,  and  her  brother ;  and  never  would 
sjie  be  embarrassed  by  the  impertinent 
scrutiny  of  any  one  else,  and  least  of  all 
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of  Adolphus  Sel wyn .  Still  all  this  haughty 
independance  of  spirit — the  natural  ebul- 
lition and  present  refuge  of  her  simple, 
untutored  heart,  seemed  gradually  to  ex- 
haust itself;  and  ''What  will  Adolphus 
Selwyn  think  of  me?"  was  precisely  the 
question  she  incessantly  and  almost  un- 
consciously, asked  herself. 

The  cause  of  this  inconsistency  is 
doubtless,  by  this  time,  understood  by 
our  fair  readers ;  though  it  was  still  a 
perfect  enigma  to  our  heroine.  She  was, 
indeed,  like  most  rational  beings,  moulded 
by  the  incidents  of  her  life  ;  and  it  was 
one  of  these  incidents,  which  was  now  to 
constitute  her  trial,  viz.  the  secret  at- 
tachment of  a  man,  who  was  fastidious 
and  difficult  to  please;  yet  possessed 
every  estimable  quality  that  could  gra- 
tify female  pride ;  and  at  times  discovered 
all  that  tenderness  and  affection  which 
was  calculated  to  excite  the  warmest 
love. 

Julia  Lawrence  had  never,  till  lately, 
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heard  much  of  love ;   and  when  it  did 
come  under  her  observation,  (excepting 
in  the  well-regulated  heart  of  Miss  Mon- 
trevor,  or  in  the  unimpassioned  one  of 
Edward  Byngham,)  it  had  shewn  itself 
in    such  whimsical   colours  in  her  sur- 
rounding   acquaintance,    that   she   was 
more  inclined  to  consider  it  as  a  light 
fever  of  the  brain,  than  a  warm,  steady 
sentiment  of  the  mind.     And  if  ever  the 
thought  of  love,  as  relative  to  herself,  en- 
tered her  yet  untouched  heart ;  she  in- 
stantly chaced   it   thence  with   feelings 
compounded  of  sensibility,  hauteur,  and 
cheerfulness ;  which,  acting  at  once  on 
tlie  tenderness  of  her  nature,   and   the 
characteristic  features  of  her  disposition, 
would  lead  her  sometimes  to  say  to  her 
friend :    "  No,    Caroline,   love  was  not 
made  for  me  ;  though  I  dare  say  I  could 
love  with  all  my  might,  if  I  had  every 
thing  my  own  way.     But  that  you  know 
is  not  likely  to  be  my  case ;  for,  though 
by  good  luck  I  am  not  ''  sans  eyes,  sans 
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teeth,  sans  nose,  &c."  I  am,  unfortunately, 
sans  rank,  sans  natural  connexions,  sans 
fortune,  and  sans  every  thing  most  at- 
tractive in  this  world  :  I  am  sure,  too,  that 
I  never  could  be  happy  to  owe  all  to  the 
man  I  married,  and  bring  him  only  bar- 
ren love,  and  my  poor  pittance  of  a  for- 
tune. It  is  not  in  my  nature  to  curtsy, 
and  say — thank  you.  Sir ;  so  I  must  sub- 
mit to  share  Lady  Eleanor's  fate ;  happy 
at  last,  if,  when  time  may  have  worn 
away  ray  scruples,  I  may  have  the  good 
fortune  to  meet  with  another  Stephen 
Thornton  ;  unless — unless —  :"  Julia  had 
the  discretion  to  suppress  the  remaining 
part  of  a  sentence,  that  would  have 
spoken  the  romantic  hopes  which  occa- 
sionally gilded  the  visions  of  her  fancy, 
respecting  some  future  information  to  be 
received  on  the  subject  of  her  parents. 

In  a  moment  of  thoughtless,  irresistible 
confidence,  she  had  made  Ursula  ac- 
quainted with  the  history  of  the  casket ; 
but  she  had  frequently  reproached  her- 
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self  for  this  inattention  to  Lady  Mon- 
trevor's  advice,  and  had  carefully  pre- 
served the  secret  from  every  one  else. 
Unlearned  in  all  the  insinuating  wind- 
ings of  love  to  gain  entrance  into  the 
youthful  heart,  she  never  sought  to  guard 
against  it,  or  became  sensible  of  its  ap- 
proach ;  when  under  the  idea  of  Selwyn, 
it  began  gradually  to  mix  with  every 
thought. 

In  the  interview  we  have  described, 
she  had  experienced  very  unusual  satis- 
faction ;  and,  though  wholly  unconscious 
of  all  the  meaning  of  the  admiration  his 
looks  betrayed,  she  was  pleased  and  flat- 
tered by  the  agreeable  manner  in  which 
he  had  conversed  with  her ;  and  now  that 
she  feared  he  might  form  unfavorable 
suspicions  of  her,  she  could  no  longer 
conceal  from  herself  the  pain  such  an 
idea  excited.  Still,  however,  influenced 
by  the  native  innocence  of  her  mind  ;  and 
also  unconsciously,  and  naturally  shrink- 
ing rom  the  first  approaches  of  a  senti- 
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ment  so  new  and  undefined,  she  attri- 
buted her  past  pleasure,  and  present 
vexation  to  a  very  reasonable  wish  of 
gaining  the  estimation  of  a  man,  whose 
friendship  was  so  highly  valued  by  her 
brother. 

Such  was  the  state  of  Julia's  mind 
when  Lady  Montrevor,  being  summoned 
with  Mr.  Byngham  into  Worcestershire, 
left  her  and  Miss  Montrevor  under  the 
care  of  Mr.  and  Mrs.  Huntley.  No  si- 
tuation, as  it  respected  Selwyn  and  Julia, 
could  be  more  favorable  to  the  rapid  in- 
crease of  a  newly  excited  preference. 
The  vicinity  of  the  parsonage  to  Brook- 
dale,  and  the  intimacy  between  the  two 
families,  produced  a  constant  intercourse, 
which  imperceptibly  became  daily  more 
asrreeable  to  them. 

The  long  consulted  reason  of  Selwyn 
was  now,  for  the  first  time  in  his  life, 
lulled  to  sleep,  or  held  in  subjection,  by 
a  passion  that  gathered  strength  with 
every  succeeding  interview;  and  his  soul, 
l2 
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as  if  to  make  amends  for  past  restraints, 
now  yielded  with  ardour  and  enthusiasm 
to  the  dehghtful  train  of  feelings  inspired 
by  the   presence   of  a   beloved    object. 
The  die  was  indeed  now  cast.     All  his 
visionary    ideas    of     female    perfection 
were  brought  down  to  the  level  of  Julia 
Lawrence;  or  rather  her  character,  temper, 
and    disposition,    viewed    through    the 
happy  medium  of  approving  love,  all  rose 
to  the  highest  standard  his  imagination 
had  ever  raised.     His  mother's  portrait, 
by   time  and    familiarity,    had   lost   its 
warning  power,  and  was  no  longer  as- 
sociated with  the  thought  of  Julia.   Cau- 
tion  shook  its  head  ;  Prudence  fell  prone 
at  the  feet  of  youthful  passion  ;  while 
Love,  and  all  his  sprightly  train,  laughed 
at  the  disappointed  mien  of  sage  Philo- 
sophy. 

Of  his  own  sentiments,  Selwyn  could 
no  longer  doubt;  but,  with  the  usual  blind 
infatuation  of  passion,  he  conceived  he 
kept  within  the  strict  bounds  of  honor, 
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by  resolving  to  conceal  them  from  every 
one,  and  more  particularly  from  the  ob- 
ject of  them  ;  w^hile  he  v^as  most  anxious 
to  discover  the  nature  of  Julia's  feelings 
respecting  Lord  Carlmaine.  Since  the 
memorable  hour,  in  which  he  had  seen 
her,  bending,  distressed  and  blushing, 
over  the  vase  of  flowers,  nothing  had 
occurred  decidedly  to  confirm,  or  wholly 
to  remove,  the  suspicions  he  had  then 
formed. 

It  was  true,she  generally  coloured  highly 
whenever  his  name  was  mentioned ;  but 
then  again,  when,  contrary  to  expecta- 
tion, they  learnt  that  his  Lordship's  stay 
in  Ireland  was  prolonged,  Selwyn  had 
remarked  an  undisguised  appearance  of 
satisfaction  in  the  manner,  and  even  in 
an  unguarded  expression,  of  Julia's,  which 
almost  convinced  him  of  her  indifference 
towards  him.  In  the  pleasure  which  this 
belief  excited,  he  ceased  to  dwell  on  the 
singularity  of  her  behaviour  on  other 
occasions ;  or  thought  it  might  have  its 
h3 
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rise  in  some  unimportant  circumstance, 
foreign  to  the  subject  that  interested  him. 
Still,  however,  there  remained  sufficient 
room  for  fear  and  uncertainty  —  that  chief, 
best  fuel  of  a  growing  attachment ;  and, 
with  the  exception  of  some  occasional 
characteristic  doubts  of  success,  and  feel- 
ings of  jealousy,  Selwyn  thought  of  little 
else  than  of  enjoying  the  smiling  present. 
When  the  heart  of  a  man,  such  as  we 
have  described  Adolphus  Selwyn,  glows 
with  feelings  so  warm,  so  generous,  and 
tender,  we  all  know  how  great,  how 
irresistible  is  the  charm  they  lend  to  the 
most  simple  words  or  gestures,  where 
the  affection  of  the  person  to  whom  they 
are  addressed  is  not  steeled  by  a  prior 
engagement.  No  wonder,  then,  if  Julia 
early  began  to  suspect  she  had  been 
much  mistaken  in  the  opinion  she  had 
formed  of  Selwyn.  She  recollected,  with 
pleasure,  that  she  had  always  done  him 
the  justice  to  think  most  highly  of  his 
character  and  principles  ;  but  now,  that 
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she  was  so  much  better  acquainted  with 
hiaij  she  discovered  that  his  manners,  so 
far  from  being  harsh,  were  more  agree- 
able than  those  of  any  man  she  had  ever 
known.  Every  hour  passed  in  his  society 
increased  that  good  opinion ;  and  soon, 
every  minute  so  spent  rendered  her  more 
conscious  of  the  nature  of  those  senti- 
ments which  almost  every  look  of  Selwyn's 
involuntarily  betrayed.  Soon,  however, 
as  this  discovery  was  made,  it  was  not 
before  the  heart  of  our  heroine  had  expe- 
rienced many  confused  sensations,  highly 
favourable  to  the  wishes  of  her  lover. 

Had  Julia  been  at  first  aware  of  the 
tendency  of  these  new  emotions ;  could 
she  have  reflected  how  soon  approbation 
ripens  into  esteem ;  how  much  sooner 
esteem,  on  such  occasions,  becomes  love; 
she  was  experienced  and  prudent  enough 
to  have  started  at  the  thought  of  encou- 
raging wishes  for  an  event,  rendered  so 
very  improbable  by  the  great  dispro- 
portion of  her  situation  in  life  with  that 
l4 
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of  Selwyn.  But,  as  we  before  said,  her 
breast  was  wholly  unacquainted  with  all 
the  progressive  symptoms  of  love,  and 
her  mind  perfectly  untainted  by  the  va- 
rious speculations  relative  thereto ;  she 
had,  therefore,  unguardedly  embarked  on 
that  tumultuous  ocean  where  the  best 
affections,  with  peace  and  happiness,  are 
often  wrecked,  before  the  danger  is  per- 
ceived. 

While  our  heroine  was  only  beginning 
to  be  sensible  of  these  surrounding  dan- 
gers, every  fear  was  hushed,  and  every 
hope  excited,  by  reading,  in  the  expres- 
sive language  of  Selwyn's  countenance, 
that  she  was  beloved  by  the  first — the 
only  man,  who  had  ever  awakened  in  her 
bosom  a  sentiment  that  could  approach, 
in  the  slightest  degree,  to  the  tenderness 
she  felt  for  Frederick.  Under  this  de- 
lightful persuasion,  she  yielded,  with  all 
the  natural  warmth  of  her  disposition,  to 
the  pleasing  visions  of  hope  and  joy. 
Though  virgin  modesty  united  with  the 
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native  dignity  of  her  mind,  to  guard  her 
secret  from  the  penetration  of  a  man 
who  already  seemed  to  live  but  in  the 
newly  found  enjoyment  of  gazing  upon 
her  ;  yet  the  ingenuous  expression  of  her 
features  seconded  but  ill  her  wishes  on 
this  occasion,  and  gave  every  reasonable 
encouragement. 

Happy  in  what  he  ventured  to  believe 
were  favorable  appearances,  Sel  wyn  some- 
times almost  wished  for  Lord  Carlmaine's 
return,  flattering  himself  that  this  event 
w^ould  terminate  an  uncertainty,  which, 
though  often  forgotten,  still  existed.  He 
determined  to  learn  from  his  cousin, 
at  their  first  interview,  what  were  his  po- 
sitive views  respecting  Miss  Lawrence, 
and  to  regulate  the  degree  of  confidence  to 
be  placed  in  him  by  the  communication  he 
should  then  receive.  In  the  mean  time, 
he  strengthened  himself  in  the  resolution 
not  to  make  any  advances  towards  se- 
curing the  favor  of  Julia,  till  he  had 
had  some  personal  communication  with 
l5 
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Lord  Carlmaine  :  that,  whatever  should 
happen,  he  might  retain  the  power  of 
acting  according  to  the  dictates  of  honor, 
if  he  were  forced  to  foreo^o  those  of  in- 
clination. 

Yet,  amidst  his  most  sanguine  hopes, 
tormenting  apprehensions  frequently  arose 
to  shade  the  bright  hours  he  enjoyed.  In 
these  seasons,  when  gloomy  forebodings 
reigned,  he  felt  a  most  anxious  wish  for 
the  continuance  of  Lord  Carlmaine's  ab- 
sence, trusting  that  time  w^ould  equally 
befriend  him,  in  destroying  in  his  cousin 
what  he  could  not  but  believe  a  mere 
passing  inclination  ;  and  also  enable  him 
to  inspire  Julia  with  sentiments  conge- 
nial to  his  own.  At  present,  he  could 
not  flatter  himself,  that  the  small  interest 
he  was  sometimes  disposed  to  believe  he 
had  gained  in  her  heart,  would  be  suf- 
ficient to  induce  her  to  refuse  the  brilliant 
offers  made  by  such  a  man  as  Lord 
Garlmaine, — if  indeed  he  persisted  ; 
with  whose  inconstant  character  and  ir- 
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regular  conduct  she  could  not  be  ac- 
quainted. No  !  he  dared  not  expect  it ; 
it  was  scarcely  in  woman  ;  and,  when  a 
splendid  establishment  was  the  tempting 
bribe,  he  feared  that  he  must  not  expect 
to  find  an  exception  in  Julia  Lawrence. 

All  his  hopes,  then,  rested  upon  Lord 
Carlmaine's  well-known  wavering  hu- 
mour, his  pride  of  birth  and  family,  and 
his  wish  of  forming  a  splendid  alliance ; 
all  which,  he  was  assured,  were  leading 
traits  in  his  views,  and  he  ardently  hoped 
they  would,  before  his  return,  exert  their 
usual  influence  over  his  character.  But 
when  he  turned  his  eyes  on  the  beaute- 
ous face  of  Julia,  beaming  with  every 
attraction  and  winning  grace,  hope  died 
within  his  breast;  and  he  feared  Carl- 
maine's perseverance  in  wishing  to  make 
so  much  loveliness  his  own. 

In  spite,  however,  of  these  intervening 
clouds,  time  passed  swiftly  by,  and,  be- 
ing marked  by  Julia's  presence,  Selwyn 
still  was  happy;  till  the  arrival  of  the  me- 
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lancholy  news  respecting  Lord  Montrevor 
made  it  the  duty,  as  well  as  the  wish,  of 
his  daughter  to  seclude  herself  from  all 
company.  Julia  of  course  shared  the 
retirement  and  the  affliction  of  her  friend. 
Indeed  she  was  most  painfully  alive  to  the 
sufferings  of  Lord  Montrevor,  who  had 
ever  treated  her  with  marked  kindness  ; 
and  still  more  to  the  dreadful  affliction  of 
her  dear  Lady  Montrevor:  but,  in  her 
tender  and  unremitting  endeavours  to 
soothe  the  grief  of  Caroline,  she  almost 
forgot  her  own  sorrows  on  the  occasion  ; 
and  the  secret  vexations  she  experienced 
at  not  beins:  able  to  converse  with  Mr. 
Selwyn  on  the  afflicting  subject. 

As  soon  as  Lord  Montrevor  was  able 
to  be  removed  from  the  house  that  had 
been  occupied  by  the  infamous  Vittoria, 
Mr.  Byngham  went  into  Devonshire  for 
the  purpose  of  fetching  Miss  Montrevor 
and  Julia  to  town.  In  addition  to  the 
anxious  wish  of  Lady  Montrevor  to  have 
her  daughter  and  her  protegee  with  her, 
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other  reasons  operated  powerfully  in  in- 
ducing her  to  remove  them  without  delay 
from  Mr.  Huntley's ;  namely,  the  expect- 
ed return  of  Sir  Charles  Benwell,  and  the 
approaching  marriage  of  Lady  Eleanor : 
on  neither  of  which  occasions  Lady 
Montrevor  would  have  liked  the  young 
people  to  have  remained  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood vs^ithout  her.  Immediately  on 
his  arrival,  Mr.  Byngham  repaired  to  the 
Parsonage ;  and,  warmly  thanking  Mr. 
and  Mrs.  Huntley  for  their  friendly  hos- 
pitality, conveyed  his  niece  and  adopted 
daughter  to  his  own  residence,  purposing 
to  return  to  town  in  a  few  days. 

Selwyn  had  experienced  severe  morti- 
fication on  being  deprived  of  all  inter- 
course with  Julia ;  and,  however  his  rea- 
son might  at  another  time  have  approved 
the  motives  urged  by  Mrs.  Huntley,  for 
encouraging  the  great  retirement  of  the 
young  ladies,  under  the  present  unhappy 
circumstances  of  the  Montrevor  family. 
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his  heart  loudly  rebelled  against  the  un- 
necessary seclusion. 

When  he  learnt  that  Mr.  Byngham  was 
at  the  Parsonage,  he  bitterly  lamented 
that  he  could  not  declare  to  him  his  at- 
tachment to  Miss  Lawrence,  not  doubt- 
ing that  it  would  be  received  with  the 
greatest  pleasure  :  but  to  this  proceeding 
the  confidence  he  had  so  unluckily  ex- 
torted from  his  cousin  was  an  insuperable 
impediment;  and  he  was  unwillingly 
compelled  to  remain  silent.  He  repaired, 
however,  to  Mr.  Huntley's,  in  the  hope 
of  obtaining  a  sight  of  Julia,  whom  he 
had  scarcely  seen  for  nearly  a  fortnight, 
and  of  learning  how  long  Mr.  Byngham 
was  likely  to  remain  in  Devonshire. 

The  latter  had  dined  with  the  worthy 
family,  and  was  on  the  point  of  taking 
leave,  when  Selwyn  rode  up.  Miss 
Montrevor  was  already  in  the  carriage,  at 
the  door,  and  Julia  was  following  her ; 
but  perceiving  Selwyn,  she  stepped  back. 
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and,  colouring  deeply  with  undisguised 
pleasure,  said, — ^'  Oh !  Mr.  Selwyn,  I  was 
apprehensive  we  should  not  see  you  be- 
fore we  set  off  for  town." 

Selwyn  sprang  from  his  horse,  and, 
seizing  her  hand,  as  if  to  assist  her  into 
the  carriage,  gently  detained  her  for  a 
moment,  while  he  said,  in  a  low  voice, 
and,  with  a  look  of  mingled  rapture  and 
tenderness, — '*  And  did  you  wish  to  see 
me,  Julia  ?  If  that  is  true,  I  am  well  re- 
paid for  past  anxiety." 

Caroline,  whose  attention  had  been 
engaged  by  a  servant  to  whom  she  was 
giving  directions  from  the  opposite  win- 
dow, now  turned  round,  and,  perceiving 
Selwyn,  he  could  add  no  more  ;  but,  while 
speaking  to  Miss  Montrevor,  he  handed 
Julia  into  the  carriage,  who  was  in  haste 
to  ascend,  to  conceal  the  emotion  excited 
by  Selwyn's  w^ords,  and  still  more  by  his 
manner.  Mr.  Byngham  came  also  to  the 
door,  and,  for  a  few  minutes,  the  conver- 
sation became  general ;  after  which  Mr. 
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Byngham  took  his  seat  by  the  side  of  the 
ladies,  and  they  drove  away. 

Never  was  a  mind  or  countenance  less 
formed  for  concealment  than  those  of 
Julia  Lawrence  ;  and  such  was  the  pre- 
sent confused  and  agitated  state  of  her 
spirits,  that  both  Mr.  Byngham  and 
Caroline  must  inevitably  have  remarked 
her  appearance,  had  not  the  one  been  in- 
tent upon  hearing  all  the  sad  particulars 
relating  to  her  father,  which  had  been 
suppressed  while  in  company ;  and  the 
other  studying  to  soften,  in  the  best 
manner  he  was  able,  the  melancholy 
relation. 

Julia  thus  gained  time  to  compose 
both  her  feelings  and  features  ;  and,  by 
degrees,  lost  even  all  remembrance  of 
Selwyn ;  first  in  the  painful  sensations 
excited  by  Mr.  Byngham's  account 
of  the  melancholy  event  that  had  oc- 
curred in  town;  and,  subsequently,  in 
pleasure  at  being  assured,  not  only  of 
Lord  Montrevor's  recovery,  but  also  that 
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dear  Lady  Montrevor  had  not  suffered  in 
her  health,  and  was  happy  in  the  prospect 
of  more  domestic  comfort  than  she  had 
known  for  many  years  past. 

While  this  affecting  conversation  last- 
ed, all  private,  interested  feelings  were 
really  suspended  in  the  heart  of  Julia; 
v^ho  freely  mingled  tears  of  sincere  affec- 
tion with  those  of  filial  tenderness  shed 
by  her  friend  :  but  the  first  minute  in 
which  she  found  herself  alone,  she  en- 
joyed the  new  delight  of  retracing  in  her 
memory  the  never-to-be-forgotten  look  of 
animated  pleasure  and  sensibility  with 
which  Selwyn  had  uttered  the  few  words 
in  reply  to  her  expression  of  surprise  at 
his  unexpected  appearance.  She  repeat- 
ed these  words  a  hundred  times  ;  and 
though  she  could  not — dare  not — attach 
any  distinct  meaning  to  them,  yet  the 
well-recollected  accents  sounded  in  her 
pleased  ear,  and  conveyed  a  charm  to  her 
mind  never  before  experienced.  One 
moment    she    ventured  to   believe  that 
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Selwyn  loved  her  ;  and,  judging  from  the 
generous  warmth  of  her  own  disposition, 
she  went  on  to  conclude,  that,  if  he  really 
did  so,  she  might  indeed  look  forward  to 
the  most  happy  prospects.  But  subse- 
quent reflections  brought  fears,  which, 
though  not  strong  enough  to  counterba- 
lance the  weight  of  youthful  hope,  yet 
considerably  checked  it.  If  Selwyn 
avowed  the  sentiments  his  manner  so 
strongly  led  her  to  think  he  entertained, 
he  must  be  informed  of  all  that  was 
known  relative  to  her  mother;  when, 
perhaps,  those  sentiments  w^ould  change. 
Well,  if  such  could  be  his  conduct,  she 
proudly  thought  she  could  resign,  with- 
out a  sigh,  a  man  she  should  consider 
unworthy  of  her.  Still,  however,  the  new 
inmate  of  her  heart  triumphed  over  these 
gloomy,  but  passing,  ideas  ;  and  she  en- 
joyed, in  the  delightful  wanderings  of  her 
imagination,  a  mysterious  kind  of  happi- 
ness; which,  she  felt,  would  be  dimi- 
nished, perhaps  wholly  lost,  were  she  to 
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attempt  to  analyse  it  herself,  or  describe 
to  any  one  its  causes  or  effects.  Indeed, 
whenever  she  did  begin  an  examination 
of  her  feelings,  she  experienced  some 
mortification  at  being  obliged  to  acknow- 
ledge, that  all  the  return  she  had  received 
from  Selwyn,  for  the  hasty  progress  her 
heart  had  made  in  affection,  had  been  a 
few  looks  of  admiration,  and  still  fewer 
words  of  any  particular  interest.  Hav- 
ing, then,  really  nothing  to  communicate 
as  coming  from  him,  she  ingeniously 
persuaded  herself,  that  it  was  on  all 
accounts  best  to  conceal  her  sentiments, 
till  something  more  decided  should  occur. 
And  thus  Julia,  with  her  first  lesson  of 
love,  seemed  instinctively  to  receive  that 
of  concealment,  to  which  she  was  prompt- 
ed, partly  by  an  indefinite  kind  of  shame, 
and  partly  from  pride,  and  the  fear,  that 
she  might  prove  the  dupe  of  her  own 
wishes,  and  have  to  blush,  at  some  future 
period,  for  her  present  weakness. 
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CHAPTER   X. 


**  If  you  will  work  upon  any  man,  you  must  either  know 
his  nature  and  passions,  and  so  lead  him;  or  his  ends,  and 
so  persuade  himj  or  his  weaknesses  and  disadvantages,  and 
so  awe  him."  bacon. 


Short  as  was  the  late  mentioned  inter- 
view between  Selwyn  and  Julia,  the 
passion  of  the  former  gathered  new 
strength  from  the  meeting  ;  and  the  un- 
premeditated sentence  uttered  by  the 
latter  vibrated  to  his  very  heart,  as  he 
watched  the  recedino^  carriao^e  with  min- 
gled  sensations  of  tenderness  and  regret. 
On  the  very  evening  after  his  return 
from  Mr.  Huntley's,  Lady  Maria  Carl- 
maine  communicated  to  him  a  letter  she 
had  received  from  her  brother ;  which 
spoke  in  terms  of  admiration  respecting 
Miss  Laroche,  a  lady  of  very  large  for- 
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tune  and  ancient  family,  whom  the  Earl 
of  Ashmore  wished  his  son  to  marry. 
Her  ladyship  added,  that  her  father  was 
much  pleased  ;  considering  his  commen- 
dations favorable  to  those  wishes. — 
Selwyn  received  with  much  pleasure  the 
confirmation  of  this  news  from  the  Earl ; 
who,  entering  without  reserve  on  the 
subject,  talked  with  so  much  confidence, 
that  his  nephew  left  his  presence,  antici- 
pating the  almost  immediate  removal  of 
what  he  pleased  himself  with  thinking 
was  the  greatest  impediment  to  his  hap- 
piness. 

Selwyn  arose  the  next  morning,  anxi- 
ously wishing  that,  ere  night,  the  arrival 
of  Lord  Carlmaine  might  remove  much 
of  his  anxiety.  He  had  not  yet  quitted 
his  apartment,  when  he  was  surprised  by 
the  voice  of  his  cousin,  requesting  admis- 
sion. In  a  moment  all  his  feelings  were 
in  alarm  and  confusion.  Lord  Carlmaine 
did  not,  however,  notice  his  agitation ; 
but,  after  the  first  hasty  greetings,  said 
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he  must  immediately  enter  on  the  subject 
nearest  his  heart,  that  he  might  arrange 
matters  before  he  saw  the  Earl. 

'^  Well,  here  I  am,  Adolphus,"  he  con- 
tinued, '^  more  desperately  in  love  with 
the  adorable  Julia  than  ever,  and  deter- 
mined to  please  myself  at  every  hazard. 
I  am  aware,  however,  that  a  devilish  deal 
of  caution  will  be  necessary  to  bring  my 
father  about,  who,  you  know,  has  chosen 
his  daughter-in-law;  and,  unluckily,  I 
fear  Miss  Laroche  has  done  me  the  fa- 
vour to  take  a  fancy  to  the  relationship  : 
but,  what  is  worse  than  all,  I  am  so  con- 
foundedly in  debt,  that  I  dare  not  offer 
any  opposition  at  present  to  the  plans.  I 
trust  no  one,  during  my  absence,  has 
been  prowling  upon  my  manor,  or  else 
you  would  have  sent  me  word  ;  for  I  con- 
ceived, by  giving  you  my  confidence,  I 
had  put  my  interest  into  safe  keeping  :  so 
I  scarcely  need  ask,  if  Miss  Lawrence 
has  had  any  lovers.  Though,"  he  pro- 
ceeded, without  even  looking  at  Selwyn, 
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or  waiting  a  reply,  '^  the  bustle  there  has 
been  in  the  family  has  deprived  her  of  all 
opportunity ;  unless  she  may  have  caught 
some  of  the  Worcestershire  swains  :  but 
then  you  would  have  heard  something 
about  it ;  so  I  will  be  easy.  And  1  may 
acknowledge  to  you,  that  her  reception 
of  me  this  morning  was  well  calculated 
to  make  me  so." 

"  This  morning !"  re-echoed  Selwyn. 

''  Yes,  this  morning,  coz ;  and,  you 
must  confess,  I  am  the  luckiest  dog  in 
the  world.  I  arrived  at  L— r  so  late,  and 
so  tired  last;  night,  that  I  determined  to 
stop  there  ;  and,  as  I  drove  an  hour  ago 
past  Mr.  Byngham's,  who  should  bless 
my  eyes  but  Julia,  walking  in  the  sun 
under  the  garden  wall,  by  the  side  of  the 
road.  Whether  I  sprang  from  the  win- 
dow or  the  door,  I  know  not;  but  I 
was  in  an  instant  by  her  side ;  had  seized, 
nay  kissed,  her  hand,  before  I  could 
scarcely  credit  my  happiness.  Heaven ! 
how     handsome     she    looked!      Hebe, 
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Venus,  and  all  the  tribe  of  goddesses,  are 
mere  dowdies  to  her.  Then  such  charm- 
ing surprise,  becoming  blushes,  and  well- 
aifected  resentment.  Oh,  Adolphus  !  you 
cannot  understand  my  happiness,  while  I 
gazed  on  her  lovely  face,  and  listened  to 
the  sweet  sound  of  her  voice." 

**  Was  she  alone?"  asked  Selwyn,  with 
all  the  composure  he  could  command. 

"  Not  absolutely,  though  nearly  as 
good.  Miss  Montrevor  and  she  were 
drawing  the  sick  child  of  Mr.  Byngham's 
housekeeper  in  a  little  cart,  to  enjoy  the 
morning  sun.  When  I  recollected  my- 
self, I  directed  some  little  gallantry  to- 
wards Miss  Montrevor,  to  make  things 
rather  even  ;  but,  fortunately,  the  child 
claimed  so  much  of  her  attention,  that, 
for  nearly  five  minutes,  I  had  the  liberty 
of  saying  what  I  pleased  to  her  lovely 
friend,  who  has  beautified  most  wonder- 
fully during  my  absence.  But  now  I 
must  away  to  my  father,  who  will  expect 
to   see   me.      Remember,    Selwyn,    ray 
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happiness  is  in  your  hands.  I  must  have 
Julia ;  but  it  cannot  be  yet.  You  have 
your  cue :  all  I  wish  from  you  is  secrecy 
and  discretion  ;  leave  the  rest  to  me.  I 
shall  persuade  my  father,  I  do  not  mean 
to  oppose  his  wishes  respecting  Miss 
Laroche,  but  that  I  will  positively  not 
marry  at  present.  Thus  I  shall  gain  time 
for  all  I  desire  :  but  mind,  neither  he  nor 
any  one  must  suspect  my  love  for  Miss 
Lawrence  ;  it  is  a  delicate  business,  and 
must  be  brought  to  bear  by  degrees.  In 
the  mean  time,  my  great  comfort  is  in 
having  a  friend  like  you,  in  whom  I  can 
place  my  whole  confidence." 

With  these  words  he  quitted  the  room, 
leaving  Selwyn  so  perplexed  by  contra- 
dictory feelings  and  ideas,  that  he  had 
neither  power  nor  wish  to  make  any  reply. 

Selwyn  was  here  indeed  the  victim  of 
Lord  Carlmaine's  cunningly-devised  stra- 
tagems, and  the  dupe  of  his  own  virtue. 
Of  the  incorrect  morals  and  licentious 
inconstancy  of  his  relation,  he  had  no 

VOL.  II.  M 
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doubt ;  and  of  his  treachery  he  had  occa- 
sionally conceived  strong  suspicions  : 
against  these,  reserve  and  cool  investi- 
gation were  thought  sufficient  securities; 
But,  to  disarm  a  rival,  and  make  that 
rival  even  instrumental  to  his  own  disap- 
pointment, by  an  open  assumed  confi- 
dence, a  feigned  reliance  on  his  honour 
and  secrecy,  and  an  affected,  deceitful 
ignorance  of  his  feelings  and  pretensions, 
was  a  subtle,  refined  dissimulation,  for 
which  the  noble  mind  of  Selwyn  was 
wholly  unprepared,  and  to  which  his  ge- 
nerous nature  fell  an  easy  sacrifice. 

He  now  awoke  from  what  appeared 
the  golden  dream  in  which  he  had  lately 
indulged.  All  his  new-found  arguments 
in  favour  of  the  sentiments  he  had  en- 
couraged, and  the  hope  he  had  cherished 
of  a  return  to  his  affection,  were  sud- 
denly annihilated,  and  for  ever.  In  vain 
his  heart  struggled  to  retain  the  opinion 
that  Julia's  looks  had  sanctioned  the  idea 
that  he  had  ceased  to  be  an  object  of  in- 
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difference  to  her :  the  confidence,  the 
happiness,  of  Carlmaine,  was  proof  in- 
contestible  of  the  fallacy  of  those  hopes* 
Yes,  he  had  misconstrued  (for  he  could 
not  accuse  her  of  intentional  falsehood,) 
the  natural  expression  of  sweetness  and 
sensibility  of  her  countenance;  and,  how- 
ever she  might  be  disposed  to  regard  him 
as  a  friend,  Carlmaine  had  found  the  sure 
road  to  her  affection,  and  to  Selwyn  she 
was  irrevocably  lost. 

While  looking  back  upon  all  that  had 
past,  and  recollecting  the  suspicions  he 
had  before  entertained,  he  accused  his 
own  folly  for  blindly  precipitating  him 
into  a  state  of  mind  so  injurious  to  his 
peace.  For  some  time  he  gave  himself 
up  to  all  the  poignancy  of  disappointed 
affection;  till,  at  length,  gathering  courage 
more  from  necessity  than  reason,  he  be- 
gan to  consider  the  line  of  conduct  he 
had  to  pursue  under  such  trying  circum- 
stances. 

m2 
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When  he  reflected,  as  dispassionately 
as  he  was  able,  on  these  circumstances, 
he  found  there  remained  not  a  ray  of 
hope  for  him.  It  was  not  possible  Lord 
Carlmaine  should  so  grossly  deceive 
himself.  No,  his  love  was  returned ;  or, 
even  if  it  were  not  so  with  all  the  ardour 
Selwyn  would  have  required,  yet  the 
brilliant  prospects  opening  before  her  had 
doubtless  determined  Julia.  At  any  rate, 
honour,  friendship,  and  every  feeling  of 
delicacy,  called  upon  him  to  subdue  those 
powerful  sentiments  which  had  lately 
formed  the  chief  charm  of  his  existence ; 
or,  if  that  were  not  practicable,  to  bury 
them  in  the  inmost  privacy  of  his  heart, 
till  time  should  have  worn  away  their 
traces. 

In  recollecting  the  several  conversa- 
tions he  had  held  with  Julia,  he  congra- 
tulated himself  on  never  having,  as  he 
imagined,  given  her  reason  to  think  he 
sought  to  obtain  her  affections ;  though 
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he  felt  conscious  she  must  have  read  in 
his  manner  the  great  admiration  he  felt 
for  her. 

In  these  reflections  Selwyn  indulged  a 
very  pardonable  sophistry:  for,  feeling 
convinced  that  his  conversation  had  not 
betrayed  his  love,  he  forgot,  or  was  not 
altogether  sensible,  that  his  truant  nature 
had  completely  unfolded  its  inward 
workings  by  a  look  and  manner,  which, 
in  force  and  expression,  fully  equalled 
the  powers  of  the  most  eloquent  language. 

Convinced,  however,  that  her  happi- 
ness would  always  be  of  consequence  to 
his  own  tranquillity,  he  endeavoured  to 
hope  it  would  be  secured  by  an  union 
with  a  man  who,  for  obtaining  her,  had 
made  sacrifices  which,  in  Lord  Carl- 
maine's  opinion,  were  great  indeed. 
Another  subject  of  self-satisfaction  was 
that,  as  Frederick  had  never  suspected 
his  attachment  to  his  sister,  a  friendship 
which  was  lately  become  very  agreeable 
to  him,  would  suffer  no  interruption. 
M  3 
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Had  he  been  at  liberty  to  follow  the  dic- 
tates of  his  feehngs,  painful  as  the  subject 
was,  he  would  have  immediately  con- 
veyed to  Lawrence  news  so  calculated  to 
give  him  pleasure;  but  the  secrecy  im- 
posed prevented  his  doing  so,  and  thus 
signed,  in  a  manner,  the  death-warrant 
of  his  hopes. 

He  now  felt  a  melancholy  satisfaction 
that  Julia  was  about  to  quit  Devonshire. 
He  must  no  longer  view  her  as  his  fond 
heart  had  learnt  to  do  ;  and  he  could  not 
bear  to  look  on  her  as  the  wife  of  Lord 
Carlmaine :  therefore,  he  did  not  wish  to 
see  her  again,  till  he  had  taught  himself 
the  difficult  lesson  of  forgetting  all  on 
which  his  mind  had  loved  to  dwell  dur- 
ing the  latter  part  of  his  intercourse  wdth 
Miss  Lawrence. 

Strong  as  was  the  natural  understand- 
ing of  Selwyn,  and  however  considerable 
the  command  that  reason  generally  gave 
him  over  his  passions,  he  found  all  his 
exertions  insufficient  to  enable  him  to 
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bear  with  resignation  or  philosophy  this 
total  overthrow  of  a  plan  of  happiness  he 
had  so  highly  prized.  But  no  alternative 
remained  ;  and,  after  above  an  hour  spent 
in  the  ao:itation  and  reflections  we  have 
briefly  described,  he  joined  his  uncle  and 
family  with  a  sufl[icient  external  appear- 
ance of  composure  to  escape  observation. 

The  conversation  turned  chiefly  upon 
Lord  Montrevor  during  breakfast ;  and, 
when  it  was  ended,  Lord  Ashmore  pro- 
posed to  his  son  that  they  should  call  on 
-Mr.  Byngham  ;  telling  Selwyn  that  there 
was  also  room  in  the  carriage  for  him. 
The  latter  excused  himself ;  while  Lord 
Carlmaine  gladly  agreed  to  accompany 
his  father,  well  pleased  that  Selwyn  was 
not  to  be  of  the  party. 

ilfter  their  departure,  Selwyn  mounted 
his  horse  ;  and,  having  rode  down  to  the 
beach,  he  threw  the  reins  on  the  animal's 
neck,  and  proceeded  slowly  along  the 
strand,  living  in  memory  the  past  over 
again,  grieving  at  tlie  present,  and  de^ 
u  4 
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spairing  at  the  future.  Fain  would  we 
leave  him  in  better  company  than  his 
own  thoughts  ;  but  it  is  necessary  we 
should  here  explain  Lord  Carlmaine's 
conduct  rather  more  clearly  than  he  had 
chosen  to  do  to  his  cousin. 

Neither  the  convivial  pleasures  of 
Hibernia's  court,  nor  the  gilded  attrac- 
tions of  the  rich  heiress,  Miss  Laroche, 
had  power  to  efface  the  impression  made 
on  Carlmaine's  mind,  or  rather  his  senses, 
by  our  heroine  ;  though  he  had  so  often 
started  at  the  boldness  of  the  project  he 
had  formed,  that  he  was  beginning  to 
doubt  whether  it  would  not  be  wise  to 
relinquish  a  pursuit  so  hazardous,  when 
his  sister,  who  was  unacquainted  with 
his  partiality  for  Miss  Lawrence,  told 
him,  by  letter,  that  she  suspected  Selvvyn 
was  in  love  with  Julia  and  endeavouring 
to  gain  her  affections. 

Fired  by  this  intelligence,  the  truth  of 
which  Lady  Maria's  subsequent  letters 
confirmed.    Lord   Carlmaine    execrated 
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what  he  called  the  mean,  dishonourable 
perfidy  of  his  relation  ;  vowing  to  himself 
that,  if  he  found  Selwyn  had  indeed 
sought  to  supplant  him,  he  would  strain 
every  nerve,  and  resort  to  the  most 
desperate  means,  to  revenge  himself  and 
foil  him  in  his  projects.  With  these 
feelings  operating  still  more  forcibly  than 
his  own  love  for  Julia,  he  returned  to 
England,  resolving  to  watch  him  very 
narrowly,  and  for  the  present  to  conceal 
his  suspicions. 

The  unexpected  sight  of  Julia  had 
added  fresh  fuel  both  to  his  love  and  his 
resentment ;  for,  while  her  beauty  charm- 
ed him  more  than  ever,  he  fancied,  when 
the  deep  and  hasty  blush  that  had  suf- 
fused her  face  on  his^  first  appearance  had 
subsided,  that  he  could  perceive  an  un- 
usual degree  of  reserve  in  her  manner, 
really  occasioned  by  the  freedom  of  his 
address,  but  which  he  failed  not  to  attri- 
bute to  the  good  offices  of  Selvvyn  ;  wlio 

M  6 
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had,  he  ungenerously  thought,  spoken  of 
him  in  a  way  he  knew  he  deserved. 

JuHa  was  indeed  much  surprised  at 
suddenly  seeing  Lord  Carlmaine,  and 
still  more  at  the  little  ceremony  with 
which  (being  thrown  off  his  guard  by  the 
unexpected  pleasure  of  the  meeting,)  he 
had  attempted  to  kiss  her  hand.  Vexed 
and  agitated,  as  well  as  indignant  that 
Caroline  should  have  witnessed  his  fa- 
miliarity, she  turned  haughtily  away  with 
marked  displeasure ;  and,  so  far  from 
giving  him  an  opportunity  of  conversing 
with  her,  as  he  had  told  his  cousin,  she 
studiously  avoided  even  looking  at  him, 
directing  her  whole  attention,  wdiile  he 
continued  with  them,  to  the  child. 

Lord  Carlmaine  re-ascended  the  car- 
riage, mortified  by  her  behaviour,  though 
flattered  in  some  degree  by  the  agitation 
he  had  remarked  his  presence  had  occa- 
sioned ;  and  which,  accustomed  as  he 
was  to  general  success  on  such  occasions, 
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vaiiity  and  experience  made  him  inter- 
pret favourably  to  his  wishes.     Though 
stung  with  jealous  suspicions  of  Selwyn's 
insincerity,  he  still  resolved  to  treat  him 
with  such  appearance  of  confiding  friend- 
ship, that  he  would  not  only  render  him 
ashamed  to  own  the  part  he  was  acting, 
but  induce  him  to  relinquish  his  views 
respecting  Julia;  which  he  (Carlmaine) 
could  not  believe  very  determined,  con- 
sidering the  great  disapprobation  of  her 
manners  that  he  had  always  noticed  in 
his  sober  relation. 

With  regard  to  Julia,  Lord  Carlmaine 
had  now  one  point  settled, — namely,  that 
she  should  be  his,  were  it  by  any  means 
possible;  for,  miused  to  any  efforts  of 
self-control,  his  passion  had  rapidly  risen 
with  the  appearance  of  opposition,  and 
he  persuaded  himself  that  she  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  to  his  happiness.  He 
had  occasionally  suspected,  and  his  own 
corrupt  practices,  as  well  as  the  examples 
of  his  profligate  associates,  favoured  such 
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suspicions,  that  these  mysterious  twins, 
of  whom  so  little  was  known,  had  owed 
their  birth  to  Mr.  Byngliam  :  but,  if  not, 
it  was  almost,  in  his  opinion,  evident  that 
they  were  the  offspring  of  some  illegiti- 
mate connexion  of  a  friend  of  his.  This 
belief  was  highly  propitious  to  his  de- 
signs ;  and,  could  he  but  succeed  in  ac- 
quiring that  ascendency  over  Julia's  mind 
and  affections  which  had  on  similar  oc- 
casions befriended  him,  he  should  consi- 
der every  obstacle  as  comparatively  light. 
He  flattered  himself  he  had  laid  a  very 
promising  foundation  for  his  success  be- 
fore he  was  ordered  to  Ireland  ;  and  his 
hopes  were  still  buoyant,  in  spite  of 
Selwyn,  whom  he  expected  to  be  able  to 
drive  off  the  field  by  convincing  him, 
w^ithout  appearing  to  know  the  state  of  his 
mind,  that  Julia's  heart  was  already  en- 
gaged. Pursuant  to  this  plan,  he  artfully 
framed  his  conversation,  in  their  late 
meeting,  fully  to  answer  this  purpose; 
and,  being  himself  perfectly  on  his  guard, 


CONCEALMENT.  253 

and,  notwithstanding  his  apparently  un- 
embarrassed, unobserving  manner,  mi- 
nutely attentive  to  every  emotion  and  turn 
of  his  cousin's  countenance,  he  read  there 
nearly  all  he  wished  to  know.  He  was 
afterwards  confirmed  in  the  suspicion 
that  Selwyn  had  in  truth  been  captivated 
by  the  charms  of  Julia,  but  that  he  was 
now  struggling  to  suppress  a  sentiment 
which  he  doubtless  considered  imprudent 
or  hopeless. 

Though,  then,  Lord  Carlmaine  had  at 
first  accused  him  of  perfidy,  he  now  be- 
gan to  be  re-assured,  and  felt  he  might 
safely  trust  to  his  honour  the  secret  he 
had  confided,  and  at  the  same  time  rely 
on  the  well-known  delicacv  of  his  feelino:s 
in  regard  to  women;  which,  he  was  po- 
sitive, would  never  permit  his  approach- 
ing Miss  Lawrence  even  in  thought,  if 
he  once  believed  that  she  encouraged  or 
endured  the  addresses  of  any  other  man. 
Lord  Carlmaine  found  no  difficulty  in 
strengthening  this  once-received  opinion; 
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for,  while  he  lost  no  opportunity  of  confi- 
dentially impressing  Selwyn  with  the 
conviction  that  Julia  secretly  shared  his 
sentiments,  our  reserved,  but  disconso- 
late, lover  was  himself  now  but  too  ready 
to  beHeve  what  was  most  painful  to  him 
to  hear. 

Business  had  detained  Mr.  Byngham 
at  home  nearly  a  week  longer  than  he  in- 
tended, and  during  the  whole  of  that  time 
Selwyn  had  studiously  avoided  the  house; 
excepting  once,  when  common  civility 
obliged  him  to  call  on  his  respected 
friend,  with  whom  (having  found  him  in 
the  garden,)  he  walked  about,  and  then 
departed  without  entering  the  house.  He 
had  daily  resolved  to  quit  Devonshire 
even  before  Julia  left  it,  and  seek  in  new 
scenes  to  divert  his  mind ;  but  each  suc- 
ceeding day  found  him  wanting  resolu- 
tion to  leave  a  spot  where  he  had  lately 
known  so  much  happiness. 

Added  to  this,  he  had  promised  Lady 
Eleanor  to  attend  the  celebration  of  her 
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nuptials  :  as  soon  as  that  event  was  over, 
he  determined  to  go  into  Wales,  where 
the  chief  of  his  property  lay,  and  employ 
himself  in  some  extensive  improvements, 
which  he  had  before  meditated. 

The  day  before  that  on  which  it  was 
known  Mr.  Bynghara  was  to  set  off  for 
London,  Selwyn  had  gone  out  for  his 
usual  solitary  ride  ;  when,  feeling  an  ir- 
resistible desire  to  see  Julia  once  more, 
he  suddenly   rode    to   Mr.   Byngham's. 
When  he  had  entered  the  small  pleasure- 
ground  in  which  the  house  stood,  a  large 
party  presented  themselves  immediately 
before  him.      Mr.    Byngham   and    Mr. 
Huntley  were  walking  together;  and  at 
a  little  distance  was  a  group,  consisting 
of  Miss  Montrevor,  Miss  Huntley,  Stephen 
Thornton,    Lord  Carlmaine,  and  Julia. 
Selwyn  saw,  however,  only  the  two  lat- 
ter, who  appeared  in  playful  conversa- 
tion ;  while  the  animated  features  of  Lord 
Carlmaine,  and  the  blushing  countenance 
of  Julia,  proclaimed  loudly  and  painfully 
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to  the  heart  of  Selvvyn  the  happy  under- 
standing that  existed  between  them. 

Gladly  would  he  have  retreated,  but 
that  was  now  impossible  ;  and,  making 
an  effort  to  conquer  his  feelings  and 
summon  all  his  presence  of  mind,  he  ad- 
vanced with  an  external  appearance  of 
composure  and  self-possession.  He  even 
addressed  some  trifling  remark  to  Julia 
at  a  moment  when  her  attention  did  not 
seem  wholly  engrossed  by  his  cousin. 
She  started,  and  appeared  somewhat  agi- 
tated, when  he  first  spoke  to  her;  but 
Lord  Carlmaine,  advancing  at  the  mo- 
ment, presented  a  carnation  :  she  eagerly 
extended  her  hand  to  receive  it,  and 
Selwyn  turned  hastily  to  Miss  Montrevor. 

Julia  and  he  were  both  afterwards 
more  composed  ;  and,  at  the  termination 
of  his  visit,  Selwyn,  now  fully  convinced 
that  he  had  not  the  slightest  chance,  re- 
solutely deteraiined  to  use  every  means 
prompted  by  reason  and  prudence  to 
erase   from   his   mind    sentiments    and 
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Wishes  to  which  he  had  yielded  with  such 
hasty  indiscretion  :  and  a  very  short  time 
saw  him  fullilHng  the  duties  of  an  affluent 
station,  by  employing  the  labouring  poor, 
administering  to  the  wants  of  the  dis- 
tressed in  his  neighbourhood,  and  em- 
bellishing the  seat  of  his  ancestors,  to 
which  his  father  had  been  most  partial. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 


■  **  What  means  this  stupid  weakness 

That  hangs  npon  me?     Hence  unwortliy  tears! 
Disgrace  my  cheek  no  more  !     No  more,  my  heart, 
For  one  so  coolly  false,  or  meanly  fickle, — 
O  !  it  imports  not  which,— dare  to  suggest 
The  least  excuse !"  Thomson  . 


Hitherto  a  protecting  power  bad  not 
only  sheltered  our  heroine  from  the  ills 
of  life,  strewed  her  way  with  flowery, 
and  supplied  her  with  friends  to  fill  up 
the  melancholy  chasm  her  infancy  had 
known ;  but  blessed  her  with  those  rarest 
gifts,  an  ever  grateful  heart,  framed  to 
appreciate  and  enjoy  those  blessings ; 
and  a  virtuous  disposition  to  turn  them 
to  the  best  account.  But  now  a  fatality 
seemed  to  lower  over  her,  and  a  malig- 
nant spell  to  encircle  her.  The  beauty 
of  her  person  and  the  ingenuous  charms 
ef  her  mind  had  excited  affection  in  a 
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heart  worthy  of  all  the  tenderest  feelings 
of  her  own  ,  which  latter,  yielding  with 
modest  pleasure  to  the  delight  of  so  en- 
viable a  conquest,  had  now  staked  all  its 
hopes  of  happiness  on  Selwyn's  love. 

She  more  than  thought,  she  fc4t  he 
loved  her ;  and,  though  natural  delicacy 
as  well  as  newly  acquired  discretion  had 
taught  her  for  the  present  to  confine  this 
conviction  to  her  own  bosom,  it  glowed 
at  her  heart,  sparkled  in  her  eyes,  and 
shed  a  bright  expression  of  undefinable 
satisfaction  over  her  countenance  and 
manner.  These  pleasing  effects,  not 
even  the  unwelcome  return  of  Lord 
Carlmaine  could  cloud  beyond  the  mo- 
ments in  which  his  presence  (by  recalling 
to  her  memory  an  imprudence,  of  which 
«he  wished  never  to  be  reminded,)  had 
covered  her  with  conscious  confusion. 

The  few  words  we  recorded  some 
pages  back,  as  uttered  by  Selwyn,  fur^ 
nished  Julia  with  much  agreeable  subject 
of  reflection  ;  but,  when  several  days  had 
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elapsed,  and  lie  made  no  attempt  to  see 
her,  she  experienced  the  first  pang  of 
anxious  love.  Restlessness  and  name- 
less fears  assailed  her,  and  her  heart 
grew  sick  with  hope  so  often  disap- 
pointed. At  last  she  heard  he  was  in 
the  garden  with  Mr.  Byngham,  and  she 
repaired  to  a  window  from  whence  she 
could  watch  his  approach  to  the  house : 
but  she  watched  in  vain.  She  saw  them 
shake  hands,  and  separate,  and  with 
breathless  consternation  she  finally  be- 
held Selwyn  mount  his  horse,  and  ride 
off  the  premises,  without  casting  one 
look  at  the  house;  or,  as  she  began  to 
believe,  probably  without  one  thought  on 
the  foolish  girl,  whose  heart  was  at  that 
moment  beating  almost  audibly  with 
agitation  and  surprise  at  his  unaccount- 
able behaviour. 

As  long  as  Selwyn's  receding  form 
retained  the  least  distinctness,  her  strain- 
ing eye-balls  pursued  him;  and,  when 
the  last  trace  of  him  was  lost,  she  hastily 
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quitted  the  window,  and,  yielding  to  all 
the  woman  in  her  nature,  gave  unre- 
strained way  to  tears  of  bitter  affliction, 
impatient  sorrow,  and  deeply  wounded 
pride.  The  latter,  after  a  time,  assumed 
a  temporary  triumph ;  and,  rising  from 
the  sofa,  on  which  she  had  sunk,  she 
wiped  the  tears  from  her  cheeks,  and, 
summoning  up  all  the  native  energy  of 
her  mind,  resolved  to  check  a  grief,  the 
object  of  which  was  as  undeserving  as 
he  would  doubtless  be  regardless,  could 
he  witness  it.  Conscious  this  time,  that 
towards  Selwyn,  not  only  her  conduct, 
but  even  her  thoughts,  had  been  blame- 
less, (unless  he  had  discovered  her  weak 
partiality  for  him,  and  condemned  it,  as 
she  now  did  herself,)  she  boldly  chal- 
lenged the  testimony  of  her  heart,  where, 
alas  !  love,  hasty  inconsiderate  love,  ap- 
peared now  her  sole  error. 

That  heart,  enthusiastic  in  every  feeling, 

liad  indeed  yielded   with  characteristic 

!  ardour  to  the  ^impulse  of  a  virtuous  at- 
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tachaient,  in  return  for  what  she  had  too 
easily  concluded  was  a  congenial  senti- 
ment ;  and,  had  the  sweet  delusion  con- 
tinued, the  pure  flame  thus  kindled  would 
have  burned  with  lasting  and  increasing 
warmth.  But  this  strange  apparent  in- 
consistency of  Selwyn's  conduct,  threat- 
ened roughly  to  smother,  if  not  totally 
extinguish  it.  One  of  the  leading  fea- 
tures in  Julia's  character,  as  we  have 
before  remarked,  was  a  pride  of  conscious 
integrity,  which  led  her  sometimes  to 
aim  at  a  self-complacency  and  happiness, 
independent  of  the  opinion  of  others,  and 
even  of  external  objects. 

By  many  and  strenuous  exertions,  she 
at  length  succeeded  in  suppressing  the 
tender  sentiments  she  had  felt  for  Selvvyn ; 
and,  governed  by  the  suggestions  of  mor- 
tified pride  and  vanity,  she  at  length  per- 
suaded herself,  that  the  late  object  of  her 
regard  was  now  one  of  perfect  indiffe- 
rence, if  not  of  contempt.  Stimulated  by 
these  and  similar  feelings,  and  more  stung 
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by  resentment  than  she  allowed  herself 
to  believe,  she  wished  for  an  opportunity 
of  convincing  Selwyn  of  her  insensibility 
to  his  change  of  manner. 

Tliis  opportunity,    so  blindly  wished 
for,  came  much  too  soon  for  Julia's  in- 
terest.    She  had  noticed  him  the  instant 
he  entered   Mr.  Byngham's  lawn ;    and 
every  agitated  feeling  gave  a  contradic- 
tion to  her  boasted  insensibility.     Con- 
scious her  ever  treacherous  countenance 
was  not  to  be  trusted,  as  he  approached 
she    turned   hastily    round,    and,    Lord 
Carlmaine  being  immediately  near  her, 
she  thoughtlessly  entered  into    a    con- 
versation, marked  by  a  forced  vivacity, 
as  well  to  conceal  from  observation  the 
appearance  of  her  emotion,  as  to  conquer 
the  reality  of  it.    When  Selwyn  spoke  to 
her,  again  her  heart  was  in  alarito,  and 
tears  of  tenderness  and  vexation  swam 
in  her  eyes  at  the  sound  of  his  voice, 
while  her  own  was  almost  choked  by  the 
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contending  sensations  under  which  she 
laboured. 

Had  her  eyes,  and  his  observing  soft- 
ening looks,  at  that  moment  met,  each 
might  have  discovered  cause  for  satisfac- 
tion :  but  her  evil  genius  hovered  near, 
in  the  form  of  Lord  Carl  main  e  ;  who, 
attentive  to  every  passing  movement, 
however  trifling,  sought  to  check  the 
increasing  agitation  of  Julia,  which  was 
as  evident  as  unpleasing  to  him.  He 
plucked  a  flower  from  a  neighbouring 
green-house  ;  and,  before  he  had  scarcely 
time  to  present  it,  she  seized  the  flower 
with  nervous  agitation,  wholly  uncon- 
scious of  all  the  consequences  that  might 
result  from  that  and  other  unguarded 
acts ;  anxious  only  to  do  or  say  any  thing 
that  could  aflbrd  a  momentary  relief  to 
feelings  that  so  greatly  distressed  her. 

Julia  gladly  embraced  the  first  oppor- 
tunity to  gain  the  privacy  of  her  own 
chamber ;  where,  having  freely  indulged 
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the  sensations  with  which  her  heart  was 
struggling,  she  again  summoned  wounded 
pride  to  aid  her  in  conquering  a  weak 
regard  for  a  man,  whose  looks  and  man- 
ners had  so  greatly  deceived  her;  who 
had  from  caprice  changed  his  mind,  or 
was  alienated  by  an  habitual  captious- 
ness,  which  neither  reason  nor  caution 
could  cure  or  prevent.  Finally,  she  re- 
flected that,  in  either  case,  his  affection 
for  her — if,  indeed,  he  ever  had  any, — 
was  very  slight  and  unconfirmed ;  and  to 
cherish  a  tender  regard  for  him  would  be 
weak  and  degrading.  She  therefore  has- 
tily dried  her  eyes ;  resolving  never  again 
to  moisten  them  with  tears  of  regret  for 
one  with  whom,  she  now  wished  to  per- 
suade herself,  she  would  have  had  but  a 
small  chance  of  happiness. 

Julia  was  not  yet  so  versed  in  the  art 
of  concealment,  as  to  be  able  to  disguise 
her  feelings,  and  prevent  Caroline's  sus- 
picions.    The  observations  of  the  latter 
j        had  excited  a  belief  of  Selwyn's  attach-^ 
VOL.  n.  N 
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ment ;  which  she  imparted  to  Julia ;  and, 
from  the  manner  in  which  her  questions 
had  been  answered,  she  w^as  inclined  to 
think  the  sentiment  reciprocal.  Lately, 
however,  Selwyn's  conduct  had  contra- 
dicted that  idea;  and  when  Caroline 
would  now  gaily  have  treated  it  as  a 
lover's  quarrel,  Julia  seemed  alternately 
so  distressed,  mortified,  and  indignant, 
that  Miss  Montrevor  affectionately  told 
her^  »she  would  think  just  what  she  wish- 
ed she  should  do  on  the  subject ;  adding, 
*'  When  our  kind  mother,  my  dear  Julia, 
has  an  opportunity  of  talking  the  matter 
over  with  you,  she  will  set  all  things  in  a 
proper  point  of  view." 

Julia,  with  momentary  haughtiness, 
said,  indeed  she  had  nothing  to  commu- 
nicate to  Lady  Montrevor  :  but  the  next 
minute,  with  tearful  eyes,  she  affection- 
ately embraced  Caroline,  saying,— "Oh! 
yeg,  I  shall  doubtless  tell  her,  I  have  been 
extremely  foolish :  but  it  was  only  for  a 
diort  time  ;  and  she  will  not,  I  know,  re- 
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prove  me  very  severely,  vs^hen  she  learns 
how  much  I  blame  myself." 

She  then  endeavoured  to  treat  the  sub- 
ject w^ith  playful  viyacity,  adding,-— 
"  Do  not,  however,  my  dear  Caro,  fancy 
my  case  desperate ;  for,  trust  me,  my 
pride  is  more  wounded  than  my  heart : 
so  I  shall  soon  be  cured.  I  was  a  novice 
in  these  matters,  and  easily  deceived, 
both  in  respect  to  Selwyn  and  myself; 
happily,  we  neither  of  us  were  in  love, 
and  when  we  meet  again  it  will  doubt- 
less be  as  good  friends." 

After  this  conversation,  Caroline,  part- 
ly imposed  on,  and  willing  to  spare  the 
feelings  of  Julia,  recurred  to  the  topic  no 
more  ;  and  the  next  day  they  left  Devon- 
shire. 

To  Selwyn,  trifling  as  was  the  incident 
of  the  carnation,  it  proved  conclusive ; 
and  he  mournfully  withdrew  from  the  un- 
equal contest.  To  Carlmaiqe  the  same 
circumstance  was  a  decided  triumph; 
for  though  he  was  not,  like  his  cousin, 
n2 
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the  dupe  of  appearances,  and  though  the 
next  minute  saw  the  fatal  flower  plucked 
to  pieces  by  the  hand  of  Julia,  and  its 
rejected  blossoms  bestrewing  the  ground, 
yet  it  had  served  him  far  beyond  his  most 
sanguine  hopes ;  and  his  penetration 
traced,  beneath  Selwyn's  affected  compo- 
sure, the  very  sentiments  with  which  he 
so  much  wished  to  inspire  him  ;  Selwyn 
had  seen  it  readily  accepted,  and  had 
retired,  before  Julia,  with  true  female 
caprice,  had  destroyed  the  gift,  whose 
beauty  she  had  appeared  the  moment 
before  to  prize. 

Thus  chance  had  most  opportunely 
befriended  Lord  Carlmaine  ;  and  he  took 
leave  of  Mr.  Bynghara  and  the  ladies, 
his  bosom  filled  with  love  and  doubts, 
but  not  despair.  He  was  convinced, 
from  recent  observation,  that  Selwyn  had 
succeeded  in  exciting  the  sensibility  of 
Miss  Lawrence;  and  he  glowed  with 
jealous  rage  at  the  idea :  but,  Selwyn 
once  removed,  he  flattered  himself  the 
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obstacles  would  be  slight  between  his 
oft  tried  arts  of  persuasion,  and  a  heart 
so  easily  moved,  as  Julia's  now  appeared. 
At  the  same  time,  he  thought  he  knew 
the  temper  of  Selwyn's  mind  sufficiently 
to  feel  assured  that,  after  what  he  (Lord 
Carlmaine)  had  told  him,  and  the  obser- 
vations he  had  himself  been  able  to  make, 
— which,  though  trifling  in  themselves, 
were,  he  well  knew,  great  in  the  eye  of 
love, — Selwyn  would  shun  temptation, 
and  never  attempt  to  control  a  heart  that 
was  not  decidedly  his  own. 

This  profligate  young  nobleman,  well 
satisfied  with  the  present  aspect  of 
affairs,  resolved  shortly  to  follow  Julia  to 
town ;  w^here  he  hoped  he  might  be  able 
to  meet  with  opportunities  favourable  to 
the  dark  designs  he  had  dared  to  form. 
Every  minute  he  had  spent  with  her 
strengthened  her  power  over  him  ;  and, 
now  that  the  pangs  of  jealousy  were 
added  to  those  of  love,  he  even  felt  some- 
times doubtful   of  the  lengths  to  which 

N  3 
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his  infatuation  might  eventually  lead  him. 
His  mind, — though,  to  all  outward  ap- 
pearance, richly  endowed  and  highly 
cultivated, — was,  in  some  degree  natu- 
rally, but  more  from  early  depraved 
habits,  a  stranger  to  the  feelings  of  a 
virtuous  attachment,  and  all  the  refine- 
ments and  delicacy  of  the  very  passion 
to  which  he  had  long  been  the  volimtary 
slave.  Women  he  had  accustomed  him- 
self to  consider  closely,  only  in  two  points 
of  view.  One  as  they  might  administer 
to  his  fickle,  guilty  passions :  the  other, 
as  a  convenient  means  of  mending  his 
already  broken  fortune,  and  of  enabling 
him  to  maintain  that  station  in  society 
vs^hich  w^as  threatened  by  his  accumu- 
lating debts,  his  failing  credit,  and  the 
Earl's  well  known  moderate  fortune. 

Lord  Carlmaine's  character  was  cer- 
tainly involved  in  V'cry  little  mystery; 
and  his  motives  of  action  were  suffi- 
ciently simple.  He  was,  in  reality,  a 
refined     sensualist ;    practised    without 
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scruple  upon  the  weakness  and  unsus- 
pecting confidence  of  his  companions ; 
could  assume,  occasionally,  the  mask  of 
disinterested  friendship,  or  of  faithful 
love,  as  best  favored  the  pursuits  of  his 
vain  and  vicious  pleasures.  Self-gratifi- 
cation was  the  object  of  his  life;  cor- 
rupted, and  engrossed,  his  mind  :  what- 
ever were  the  means,  this  was  the  end. 
Here  he  was  uniform  and  consistent ;  i» 
every  thing  else,  uncertain  and  change- 
able :  a  votary  at  the  altar  of  fashion  ;  the 
slave  of  the  passing  hour. 

Lord  Ashmore  was  well  aware  of  the 
very  expensive  habits  of  his  son  ;  andt 
was,  consequently,  desirous  that  he  should^ 
form  some  matrimonial  alliance,  which 
would  improve  his  fortune,  and,  at  the- 
same  time,  lead  him  to  a  more  settled 
mode  of  life.  With  these  views,  when 
Lord  Carlmaine  went  to  Ireland,  his 
father  urged  him  strongly  to  renew  his 
acquaintance  with  Miss  Laroche,therich' 
heiress  of  an  Irish  gentleman,  with  whom 
n4 
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Lord  Ashmore  had  formerly  been  very 
intimate ;  and  who,  dying,  had  left  his 
daughter  sole  mistress  of  herself,  and  ten 
thousand  a-year. 

This  lady,  now  in  her  five-and-twen- 
tieth  year,  was  remarkably  plain,  with 
the  rare  good  sense  to  know  herself,  and 
fully  to  understand  the  dangerous  situa- 
tion in  which  she  was  placed.  Indeed, 
in  refusing  her  beauty.  Nature  seemed 
only  not  to  have  crowned  her  work  with 
perfection;  as  Miss  Laroche  possessed 
every  mental  and  desirable  advantage. 
When  Lord  Carlmaine  appeared  in  the 
gay  circles  of  Dublin,  she  had  not  seen 
him  for  many  years.  Their  acquaintance 
was  renewed ;  during  which  the  inconsi- 
derate Hibernian  became  so  much  pleased 
with  the  really  attractive  Carlmaine,  that 
she  secretly  resolved  to  marry  him,  or 
remain  single  for  ever. 

The  latter  soon  became  sensible  of  the 
flattering  distinction,  and  was  more  than 
once  tempted  to  avail  himself  of  his  good 


COiNCEALMENT. 


2T3 


fortune ;  but,  whenever  he  seriously  en- 
deavoured to  think  on  the  subject,  he 
shrunk  from  the  magnitude  of  the  sacri- 
fice by  w^hich  he,  who  had  been  almost 
from  his  boyish  days  the  very  slave  of 
^Deauty,  would  be  chained  in  the  prime  of 
life  to  a  woman,  who,  to  his  fastidious 
eye  and  taste,  appeared  a  monster  of  ug- 
liness. The  attractions  of  grace  and 
loveliness  were  all  Lord  Carlmaine  had 
ever  sought  or  wished  to  find  in  woman. 
Miss  Laroche's  sense  and  accomplish- 
ments had  therefore  no  charms  for  him  ; 
and  when  he  extolled  them  to  his  father 
or  others,  it  was  artfully  to  please  the 
former,  or  propitiate  the  minds  of  his 
friends  and  acquaintance,  in  case  his  ne- 
cessities should  induce,  or  rather  force, 
him  to  accept  her  hand  and  fortune. 
With  the  same  prudent  foresight,  he  re- 
gulated his  behaviour  towards  the  lady  ; 
treating  her  with  sufficient  attention  to 
enable  him,  at  some  future  time,  to  ren- 
der it  more  decided,  if  convenient.  At 
n5 
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present  his  thoughts  were  too  full  of 
Julia  to  bear  the  idea  of  Miss  Larodie ; 
with  whom,  he  was  disposed  to  believe, 
he  might  succeed  whenever  he  chose. 
Without  therefore  committing  himself,  or 
wholly  destroying  her  expectations,  he 
left  Ireland  ;  and  gratified  the  Earl  by 
professing  much  esteem  for  Miss  Laroche, 
and  admiration  of  her  talents  ;  but  at  the 
^ame  time  requesting  his  patient  indul- 
gence, till  he  could  bring  his  mind  to 
marry  a  woman,  who  was  so  totally  des- 
titute of  all  personal  attractions. 

Pleased  with  this  prospect,  though  not 
immediate,  of  his  son's  compliance  with 
his  wishes,  Lord  Ashmore  promised  not 
to  urge  the  matter  further  for  the  present, 
though  he  suggested  the  fear  that  Miss 
Laroche  might  save  him  the  trouble  of 
making  up  his  mind,  by  favouring  the 
pretensions  of  some  man  less  difficult  to 
please.  Lord  Carlmaine,  by  an  exagge- 
rated confidence  in  the  lady's  favourable 
disposition  towards  him,  diminished  his 
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father's  apprehensions  ;  and  the  subject 
was  dismissed. 

Lord  Carlmaine  very  freely  talked  to 
his  sister  of  Miss  Laroche,  though  he 
carefully  avoided  every  allusion  to  his 
passion  for  Julia;  whom  he  always  affect- 
ed to  treat  and  speak  of  as  a  pretty, 
giddy  girl ;  who,  to  use  his  own  phrase, 
required  strict  and  watchful  care.  Of 
Selwyn,  too,  they  often  discoursed ;  when 
Lady  Maria,  to  justify  the  opinion  she 
had  formed  of  her  cousin's  attachment 
to  Julia,  entered  into  many  particulars 
of  his  daily  attention  to  her,  while  she 
and  Miss  Montrevor  were  guests  at  the 
Parsonage. 

These  minute  details  heightened 
Carlmaine's  resentful  jealousy  ;  but, 
thinking  he  should  gain  more  by  sup- 
pressing, than  yielding  to  it,  he  made  an 
effort  to  control  his  feelings,  and  remain 
satisfied  with  having,  in  his  turn,  com- 
pletely duped  his  cautious  relation  ;  who, 
whatever  might  occur,  had,  he  conceived. 
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forfeited  all  right  to  complain  ;  since,  by 
his  duplicity  and  breach  of  trust,  he  had 
first  destroyed  all  confidence,  and  out- 
raged every  sentiment  of  friendship. 
Lady  Maria  accounted  for  Selwyn's  ap- 
parent change  of  sentiments,  by  sup- 
posing he  had  fortunately  discovered  how 
unfitted  Miss  Lawrence  was  to  assimi- 
late with  a  character  like  his  ;  and  had 
prudently  determined  to  proceed  no 
farther. 

The  time  which  Lord  Carlmaine 
thought  it  necessary,  for  his  interest,  to 
remain  in  Devonshire,  would  have  now 
weighed  intolerably  on  his  hands,  but 
for  the  amusement  he  derived  from  an 
almost  daily  intercourse  at  Dr.  Thornton's, 
where  he  was  ever  received  as  a  favoured 
guest  by  Mrs.  Thornton ;  to  whose 
maternal  fondness  it  did  not  appear 
aspiring  at  all  too  high,  to  wish  to  place 
a  coronet  upon  the  brows  of  either  of  her 
daughters.  For  some  time  she  enter- 
tained the  hope,  that  Miss  Thornton  was 
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the  magnet  which  so  constantly  drew  his 
lordship  to  the  rectory ;  but  this  idea  she 
was  unwillingly  obliged  to  relinquish, 
and  content  herself  with  the  prospect  of 
seeing  Jessy  Countess  of  Ashraore. 

Had  no  other  consequences  ensued, 
good  Mrs.  Thornton's  having  one  more 
disappointment  in  the  matrimonial  base- 
less fabrics,  she  was  in  the  habit  of  erect- 
ing for  her  daughters,  would  not  have 
much  signified  ;  but  Jessy  also,  unfortu- 
nately, had  suffered  her  imagination  of 
late  to  run  rather  wild  in  the  regions  of 
titles,  equipages,  and  coronets.  Parti- 
cular circumstances  also  rendered  these 
airy  visions  singularly  ill-timed  and 
unlucky. 

Some  time  previous  to  this  period, 
Dr.  Thornton  had  engaged,  as  curate,  a 
young  man  of  good  family  and  con- 
nexions, but  very  slenderly  provided  for. 
Occupying  a  cottage  belonging  to  the 
doctor,  he  was  of  course  a  frequent  visi- 
tor at  the  rectory  ;  and  soon  so  effectually 
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recommended  himself  to  the  fair  Jessy, 
that  vows  of  love  and  constancy  vv^ere 
mutually  received  and  given,  under  the 
strictest  seal  of  secrecy;  both  of  them 
being  well  assured,  that  Emerson's  dis- 
grace and  dismission  would  be  the  im- 
mediate consequence  of  the  discovery  of 
an  attachment,  which  the  lady's  family 
would  never  sanction. 

For  some  time  no  unlucky  occurrence 
happened,  no  suspicions  arose  ;  till,  as  is 
often  the  case,  habitual  good  fortune  in- 
spired a  false  sense  of  security;  and 
Jessy,  emboldened  by  success,  became 
less  cautious  ;  and,  yielding  to  the  en- 
treaties of  her  lover,  occasionally  spent 
an  hour  with  him  in  a  neglected  retired 
shed,  formerly  a  tool-house,  at  a  small 
distance  from  Emerson's  cottage,  which 
had  been  a  gardener's  house,  before  Mrs. 
Thornton's  improvements. 

Lord  Carlmaine  had  called  one  even- 
ing on  Emerson  ;  but,  not  finding  him  at 
home,  walked  out  in  pursuit  of  him  ;  and. 
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being  overtaken  by  a  heavy  shower,  he 
sought  shelter  in  the  above-mentioned 
shed  ;  and,  suddenly  arriving  in  front  of 
this  humble  temple,  surprised  the  lovers. 

The  reader  will  easily  conceive  the 
astonishment  and  confusion  of  the  poor 
girl,  and  the  awkward  embarrassment  of 
young  £merson.  Lord  Carlmaioe  apo- 
logized, with  good-humoured  and  signifi- 
cant smiles,  for  his  intrusion ;  while  he 
forcibly  retained  Jessy,  who,  though  it 
poured  with  rain,  was  anxious  to  escape. 
The  instant  she  could  regain  her  liberty, 
and  the  rain  had  a  little  ceased,  she 
hastened  home,  overwhelmed  with  self- 
reproaches  ;  not  so  much  excited  by  a 
sense  of  her  imprudence,  as  by  the  disco- 
very of  it. 

Emerson  found  all  the  fellow  feeling 
he  could  desire,  and  the  assurance  of 
secrecy  from  Lord  Carlmaine ;  who,  after 
recommending  him  to  be  more  circum- 
spect in   future,  left  him.     In  his  way 


280  CONCEALMENT. 

home,  his  lordship  was  accompanied  by 
the  image  of  the  youthful,  trembling 
Jessy,  struggling  to  escape  his  hold,  and 
conceal  from  him  emotions  so  strongly 
painted  in  her  blushing  countenance ; 
and,  though  she  had  never  before  but 
slightly  attracted  his  notice,  she  now  ap- 
peared to  him  a  very  pleasing  girl. 

From  that  day  he  frequently  seized 
opportunities  of  privately  conversing  with 
her  ;  first  on  her  love  for  Emerson,  then 
by  degrees  on  her  own  attractions,  and 
her  lover's  good  fortune;  till  he  had 
wholly  conquered  her  timidity,  and  esta- 
blished between  her  and  himself  an 
entire  confidence.  So  circumstanced,  it 
was  easy  for  him  to  secure  her  silence 
respecting  the  share  he  and  Miss  Law- 
rence had  in  the  memorable  meeting  of 
Sir  Charles  Benwell  and  Mr.  Fairbank, 
atArlingham.  Lord  Carl maine's  subse- 
quent departure  for  Ireland  interrupted 
this  intimacy ;  but,  on  his  late  return,  he 
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was  glad  to  renenj^  it,  in  self-defence 
against  the  cruel  ennui  that  threatened 
him. 

He  found  the  loves  of  Emerson  and 
Jessy  still  flourishing  under  the  genial 
shade  of  mystery  and  concealment,  and 
easily  resumed  his  former  tone  with  the 
lady ;  who,  grateful  for  the  friendly  in- 
terest he  appeared  to  take  in  her  situa- 
tion, attempted  not  to  check  his  insi- 
dious advances,  or  the  easy  familiarity 
of  his  manners,  particularly  as  his  treat- 
ment of  Emerson  was  of  the  most  encou- 
raging kind.  Indeed,  his  lordship  had 
not  confined  himself  to  unmeaning  pro- 
fessions of  friendship  ;  but  had  actually 
obtained  from  his  father  for  him,  the  pro- 
mise of  succeeding  to  a  small  living  on 
a  vacancy  that  could  not  be  far  distant. 

On  the  strength  of  this,  to  all  appear- 
ance, generous  act,  Lord  Carlmaine 
thought  he  might  venture  to  be  still  more 
pointed  in  his  attentions  to  Jessy  ;  who, 
though   she    had    readily    received    the 
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addresses  of  Emerson,  and  was  really 
attached  to  him,  yet  not  being  of  a  very 
steady  character,  she  gradually  became 
sensible  to  the  flattering  assiduity  .of  a 
man  like  Lord  Carlmaine.  She  also  soon 
listened  with  pleasure  to  the  insinuations 
of  her  mother,  as  to  the  conquest  she  had 
made,  and  her  instructions  for  securing 
it;  till  vanity  and  ambition  drove  the 
poor  curate  from  her  thoughts. 

Lord  Carlmaine,  who,  it  will  be  rea- 
dily believed,  had  shared  no  part  of  th^ 
mother's  and  daughter's  speculations, 
conceiving  at  length  that  he  had  suc- 
ceeded in  disposing  the  mind  of  the  sim- 
ple girl  to  his  wishes,  availed  himself  of 
a  favourable  opportunity  to  hazard  tiie 
disclosure  of  them.  This  he  did  with, 
so  much  art  and  circumlocution  ;  inter- 
mixing his  proposals  and  solicitations 
with  so  many  commendations  of  Emerson, 
and  professions  of  friendly  intentions 
towards  both  him  and  her,  that  it  was 
long  before  Jessy  could  comprehend  his 


CONCEALMENT.  283 

meaning.  At  last,  however,  all  doubt 
was  removed;  and  shocked,  surprised, 
and  humbled,  she  abruptly  quitted  him, 
and  meeting  with  Emerson,  while  her 
heart  was  yet  smarting  under  the  insult 
to  which  her  own  misconduct  and  indis- 
cretion had  exposed  her,  she  literally  fell 
at  his  feet,  and,  with  tears  of  contrition, 
anger,  and  returning  love,  confessed  her 
own  errors,  and  Lord  Carlmaine's  vil- 
lainy. 

Emerson,  who  had  severely  felt  the 
late  change  in  her  manner,  now  hastily 
and  affectionately  raised  and  pressed  her 
to  his  heart.  A  reception  so  kind  sensi- 
bly affected  tlie  agitated  Jessy ;  and  her 
lover,  profiting  by  her  emotion,  had  no 
difficulty  in  prevailing  on  her  to  consen^t 
to  an  immediate  elopement;  which  would 
secure  to  her  a  protector,  in  the  man  to 
whom  her  happiness,  through  life,  would 
be  dearer  than  his  own.  Once  married, 
the  indulgent  doctor  would,  no  doubt, 
receive  them  with  kindness ;  her  mother, 
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however  disappointed,  must  submit  to 
what  was  past  remedy;  and  Lord 
Cadmaine  (whom  it  was  their  interest 
not  to  offend,)  would  of  course  be  glad 
never  to  have  his  late  conversation  re- 
membered ;  in  which  Emerson  wished 
to  persuade  himself,  as  well  as  Jessy, 
that  she  had  misconstrued  too  seriously 
some  of  the  unmeaning  expressions  of 
gallantry  in  which  his  lordship  was  in 
the  habit  of  indulging. 

Preliminary  arrangements  between  the 
lovers  were  very  soon  adjusted  ;  and  late 
the  following  night.  Miss  Jessy  Thornton, 
for  whom  her  mother  was  in  idea  pre- 
paring wedding  robes  becoming  the 
bride  of  Brookdale's  heir,  privately  quit- 
ted the  paternal  roof;  where,  in  due  time, 
a  most  dutiful  epistle,  signed  by  Thomas 
and  Jessy  Emerson,  was  received. 

After  a  proper  degree  of  surprise,  dis- 
pleasure, and  resentment,  had  been 
evinced,  forgiveness  followed,  and  the 
happy  pair   returned   to    complete    the 
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honey  moon  at  the  rectory.  There  Lord 
Carlmaine  accompanied  his  father  and 
sister,  to  pay  the  bridal  compHments  ; 
and,  though  at  his  entrance  Emerson 
looked  rather  grave,  and  his  wife  much 
more  confused,  yet  the  easy  grace  and 
cheerful  unconcern  of  his  manners  soon 
removed  all  embarrassment  from  both, 
and  nothing  unpleasant  seemed  to  be 
remembered. 
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"  O,  Woman  !  in  our  hours  of  ease, 

Uncertain,  coy,  and  liaid  to  please, 

And  variable  as  the  shade 

By  the  lis;ht  quivering  aspen  made  ; 

"When  pain  and  anj;nisli  wring  the  brow, 

A  ministering  angel  thou  !"  scott. 


While  journeying  to  town,  Julia  truly 
pleaded  a  slight  indisposition,  as  an  ex- 
cuse for  the  absence  of  that  vivacity 
which  she  felt  wholly  unable  to  com- 
mand. Mr.  Byngham  and  Caroline's 
affectionate  sympathy,  with  the  exertion 
of  her  own  reason,  and  the  suggestions 
arising  from  her  natural  character,  ope- 
rated however  so  successfully  on  her 
mind,  that,  by  the  time  they  reached 
Grosvenor  Street,  her  late  disappoint- 
ment was  much  softened,  and  the  idea 
of  Selwyn  less  exclusively  filled  her 
mind. 
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The  meeting  between  Lord  and  Lady 
Montrevor  and  their  daughter  was  affect- 
ing in  the  highest  degree ;  and,  if  the 
former  experienced  any  mixture  of  humi- 
liation and  self-reproach  at  the  sight  of 
his  long  neglected  child,  her  tender  ca- 
resses soon  calmed  his  agitated  spirits. 
As  he  pressed  her  to  his  heart,  he  pro- 
mised never  again  voluntarily  to  give  her 
a  moment's  uneasiness  ;  and  to  leave  all 
future  arrangements  for  her  happiness  to 
her  own  wishes,  and  her  mother's  judg- 
ment. The  natural  goodness  of  his  dis- 
position, long  smothered  by  contagious 
examples,  and  perverted  by  the  cravings 
of  vicious  passions,  now  shewed  itself; 
and,  in  the  full  returning  tide  of  benevo- 
lence and  virtuous  regrets,  he  eagerly 
sought  to  atone,  by  his  present  affection, 
for  his  past  indifference.  Caroline  shed 
tears  of  tenderness  and  gratitude  on  the 
band  of  her  father ;  while  Lady  Montrevor 
looked  on  with  eyes  radiant  with  joy  and 
sensibility. 
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Of  scenes  like  these  our  heroine  was 
no  uninterested  spectator.  Rich  in  all 
the  amiable  sympathies  of  the  soul,  to 
witness  the  joys  and  sorrows  of  those  she 
loved  was  ever  with  her  amply  to  share 
them.  She  was  much  shocked  at  the  altera- 
tion illness,  and  his  wound,  had  pro- 
duced in  Lord  Montrevor's  appearance  ; 
as  had  the  effects  of  anxiety  and  unre- 
mitting attendance  on  her  husband,  on 
the  delicate  frame  of  Lady  Montrevor. 

But  when  she  read  in  the  countenances 
and  altered  manners  of  both  towards 
each  other,  the  revival  of  connubial  hap- 
piness; and  when  she  received  from 
Ursula,  who  had  heard  from  Mr.  Brown, 
who  had  been  told  it  by  Vittoria's  ser- 
vant,— the  whole  account  of  what  had 
happened,  she  clapped  her  hands  for  joy, 
clasped  her  old  friend  round  the  neck, 
blessed  the  importunate  creditors,  the 
friendly  bullet,  and  almost  Vittoria  her- 
self, as  instruments  in  the  restoration  of 
peace  and  pleasure  to  her  benefajctress. 


CONCEALMENT.  289 

By  Lord  and  Lady  Montrevor,  Julia 
was  received  as  another  daughter  ;  and 
she  almost  lost  or  discarded  all  her  own 
minor  causes  of  disquiet ;  of  which  she 
felt  quite  ashamed,  when  comparing  them 
with  the  awful,  and  still  visible,  effects 
of  the  misguided  passions,  misery,  and 
despair,  which  had  lately  reigned,  and 
caused  such  devastation  in  the  beino^s 
before  her. 

Sensible  how  often,  not  only  in  the  days 
of  health,  but  in  the  hours  of  gloomy  dis- 
content, she  had,  with  playful  solicitation, 
succeeded  in  drawing  Lord  Montrevor 
from  his  own  reflections,  she  now  sum- 
mcHied  all  her  powers  of  entertainment; 
and,  establishing  herself  near  his  couch, 
smiling,  declared  she  was  clerk  of  the 
cushions  and  footstools  ;  and  requested  to 
be  employed  as  first,  second,  or  third 
nurse,  as  occasion  required,.  She  proud- 
ly boasted  an  irresistible  charm  in  the 
art  of  reading  or  singing,  by  which 
she  could  always  procure  sleep  for  her 

VOL.  II.  o 
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friends  ;  calling  on  Ursula  to  vouch  for 
the  truth  of  her  professions,  by  declaring 
how  often  her  art  had  been  called  into 
practice  for  her  relief,  when  suffering 
under  frequent  and  painful  rheumatic 
attacks.  Thus  did  this  child  of  nature 
beguile  the  hours  of  pain  and  languor; 
and,  by  the  most  attentive  kindness,  as 
well  as  the  most  delicate  good  breeding, 
endeavoured  to  reconcile  Lord  Montrevor 
to  himself. 

The  society  of  his  daughter  and  Julia 
proved,  indeed,  a  most  desirable  acqui- 
sition to  him ;  the  slow  amendment  of 
his  health  became  more  visible  and  cer- 
tain, when  his  mind  was  frequently 
drawn  oiT  from  its  own  concerns,  by  the 
affectionate  assiduity  of  Caroline,  or 
amused  and  gratified  by  the  sprightly 
conversation  of  her  friend.  Lady  Mon- 
trevor also  experienced  great  delight  in 
this  re-union  of  her  family.  She  had  stood 

— "  As  stands  a  lovely  tree. 

That  still  iinbroke,  though  gently  bent, 
Slill  waves  with  fond  fidelity 
Its  bonghs  above  a  monument." 
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'Her  gentle  spirits,  supported  as  they 
were  by  promised  happiness,  had  yet 
occasionally  almost  sunk  beneath  her 
exertions :  but  now  her  care  and  anxiety 
on  various  subjects  were  considerably 
lessened. 

Happily,  too,  for  Julia,  so  many  and 
dear  claims  had  offered  themselves  to 
her  attention,  and  her  time  had  been  so 
fully  employed,  that  she  had  found  no 
leisure  to  dwell  on  her  late  cause  of  un- 
easiness ;  a  circumstance  highly  favour- 
able to  the  return  of  her  tranquillity. 

Indeed,  while  gifted  by  heaven  with  a 
benevolent  disposition  and  a  sensibility 
that  rendered  her  capable  of  the  most 
warm  and  lasting  attachment,  Nature 
had  happily  blended  in  her  character  such 
a  delightful  portion  of  animal  spirits,  and 
genuine,  innocent,  cheerfulness,  that  she 
was  enabled  to  struggle  with  consider- 
able success  against  the  inroads  of  real 
and  continued  affliction. 

Miss  Montrevor,  with  true  delicacy, 
o2 
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had  refrained  from  mentioning  any  par- 
ticulars relative  to  Selwyn  to  her  mo- 
ther ;  which  Julia  understanding,  deter- 
mined herself  to  enter  on  the  subject  with 
Lady  Montrevor. 

*' Abash'd,  she  binsb'd,  and  with  disorder  spoke; 
Her  rising  shame  adorn'd  the  words  it  broke." 

"So,  my  dear  madam,  Caroline  has 
not  made  you  acquainted  with  my — what 
shall  I  call  it  ? — silly  and  mortifying  mis- 
take ;  in  which  she  ought,  in  truth,  to 
acknowledge  having  greatly  encouraged 
me.  Indeed  I  believe  she  thought,  much 
more  seriously  than  I  did,  that  Mr.  Selwyn 
was  partial — I  mean  attentive,  to  me."^. 

''  I  believe  I  did,''  said  Caroline;  '^and 
so  I  do  still ;  though,  for  some  reason  or 
other,  he  seems  to  have  changed  his 
mind." 

8he  then  related  several  instances  of, 
what  had  appeared  to  her,  his  very  point- 
ed attention  to  her  friend  ;  but  as,  when 
closely  examined,  Julia  scarcely  recol- 
lected a  single  word  he  had  ever  said  to 
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her  expressive  of  more  than  friendly  in- 
terest; and,  as  she  could  not  condescend 
to  describe  his  looks  and  manners  to- 
wards her,  Lady  Montrevor  prudently 
observed,  that  Selwyn  had  most  likely 
never  entertained  the  idea  of  recommend- 
ing himself  more  particularly  than  Lord 
Carlmaine,  Edward,  or  any  other  young 
man,  would  naturally  do  to  such  a  sweet 
girl  as  Julia ;  whose  burning  cheek  she 
affectionately  kissed,  saying,  with  the 
kind  view  of  reconcihng  her  to  herself, — 
**  And  do  not  fancy,  my  love,  that  Caro- 
line is  the  only  person  deceived  on  this 
subject;  as,  in  several  letters  I  have  re- 
ceived from  Devonshire,  I  have  been 
informed  that  Mr.  Selwyn  appeared  dis- 
posed to  attach  himself  to  you,  and  then 
suddenly  to  avoid  you.  1  did  not  enter 
on  this  topic  with  you  ;  well  knowing, 
from  the  ingenuousness  of  your  temper, 
that  I  should  know,  in  your  own  good 
time,  all  that  was  necessary,  or  of  conse- 
quence. One  thing,  I  am  most  happy  in 
o3 
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observing,  is,  that  you  have  fortitude  and 
good  sense  enough  to  prevent  this  little 
occurrence  from  making  any  uneasy  im- 
pression on  your  mind." 

Julia  coloured  deeply,  but  answered  at 
the  instant, — *'  Oh  no,  thank  heaven  1  I 
am  not  heart-stricken  :  Mr.  Selwyn  has 
my  free  permission  to  carry  his  atten- 
tions wherever  he  pleases ;  for  I  am  sure 
he  and  I  should  never  have  suited  each 
other." 

Our  artless  heroine  fancied  at  the  mo- 
ment that  she  entirely  felt  what  she  said ; 
but  afterwards,  in  the  solitude  of  her 
own  reflections,  she  was  compelled  to 
acknowledge,  that  so  truly  stricken  was 
her  heart,  as  to  prevent  any  man  from 
ever  again  possessing  the  same  power 
over  it  which  Selwyn  had  exercised. 

That  power,  however,  was  daily  dimi- 
nishing, and  even  her  natural  candour 
could  not  suggest  the  propriety  of  need- 
lessly covering  herself  with  confusion,  by 
confessing   she    had    for    a   short  time 
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weakly  entertained  so  favourable  a  dis- 
position for  a  man,  who  Iiad  bestowed  so 
little  time  and  care  in  seeking  her  regard. 

On  questioning  her  daughter  more 
particularly  on  this  subject,  Lady  Mon- 
trevor  was  led  to  believe,  that  Selwyn 
had  probably  experienced  a  temporary 
inclination  towards  the  lovely  Julia ;  but 
that  subsequent  reflections  on  the  great 
dissimilarity  of  their  characters,  had  in- 
duced him  to  forego  his  wishes,  and 
remove  from  temptation :  a  line  of  con- 
duct very  consistent  with  her  opinion  of 
his  character.  In  spite  of  Julia's  affected 
unconcern,  her  ladyship  perceived  she 
had  suffered  some  disappointment  on  this 
occasion ;  but  still  she  was  glad  to  be- 
lieve it  was  not  of  a  very  serious  nature. 

Lady  Montrevor  was  much  inclined  to 
blame  Selwyn  for  having  given  colour 
to  the  ideas  and  reports  in  question ;  as 
she  could  not  believe  he  had  entertained 
serious  thoughts  of  Julia  as  a  wife,  hav- 
ing frequently  thought  her  manners  and 
04 
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disposition  by  no  means  accorded  with 
his  taste.  It  was  certainly  a  match  of 
all  others  she  and  Mr.  Byngham  would 
have  eagerly  wished  for  their  young  fa- 
vourite ;  but,  when  discoursing  on  the 
subject,  they  were  both  of  opinion,  that, 
if  Selwyn  had  really  formed  such  a  wish, 
(which  to  them  seemed  still  doubtful,) 
it  w^as  perhaps  best  that  he  should  have 
proceeded  no  farther ;  as  it  did  not  ap- 
pear that  their  respective  characters  and 
tempers  were  calculated  to  promote  mu- 
tual happiness :  one  being  all  warmth, 
impatience,  and  vivacity ;  and  the  other 
the  extreme  of  caution,  reflection,  and 
seriousness. 

This  little  incident,  slight  as  its  effects 
promised  to  be  on  Julia,  seemed  still 
more  to  endear  her  to  the  hearts  of  her 
friends;  and  they  endeavoured,  by  in- 
creased marks  of  their  partiality,  to 
remove,  without  the  appearance  of  de- 
sign, every  shade  of  the  cloud  which 
they  saw  had  not  passed  over  her  with- 
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out  shedding  some  little  of  its  baneful  in- 
fluence. Julia,  ever  feelingly  alive  to 
testimonies  of  kindness,  quickly  noticed 
the  tendency  of  their  attentions;  and, 
fully  comprehending  the  delicacy  of  the 
proceeding,  gratefully  exerted  herself  to 
prove  to  them,  that  their  endeavours 
were  successful. 

These  efforts  brought  their  own  re- 
ward ;  and,  without  philosophising, 
taught  one  of  the  most  useful  lessons  of 
philosophy,  viz.  by  giving  an  instance  of 
that  self-correcting  power,  which  the 
human  mind  possesses,  when  it  wisely 
resolves  to  reform  the  errors  of  its  judg- 
ment, and  reclaim  the  wanderings  of  its 
imagination.  Julia  therefore  soon  learnt, 
if  not  to  forget  Selwyn,  at  least  to  think 
of  him  with  lessening  uneasiness  and 
regret. 

Lord  Montrevor  now  daily  approached 
to  health  and  strength  of  body,  and  se- 
renity of  mind  ;    and,  though  still  not 
sufficiently  recovered    to    quit   London 
o  o 
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and  his  medical  advisers,  yet  he  was 
iwell  enough,  in  a  few  weeks  after  his 
daughter's  arrival,  to  admit  some  parti- 
cular friends ;  among  whom  was  Lord 
Ashmore's  family,  now  in  town,  partly 
for  the  friendly  purpose  of  seeing  their 
neighbours, — who,  it  appeared,  would 
not,  for  a  considerable  time,  be  able  to 
return  to  Devonshire ;  and  partly  to  ob- 
tain medical  opinion  for  the  Earl,  who 
had  been  alarmed  by  the  apprehension  of 
gout  in  his  stomach.  Lady  Montrevor 
was  pleased  with  the  attention  her  daugh- 
ter and  Julia  received  from  Lady  Maria ; 
who,  with  all  her  unprepossessing  singu- 
larities, had  ever,  from  childhood,  found 
an  indulgent  friend  in  the  mistress  of 
Arlingham. 

Lord  Carlmaine  rejoiced  in  the  oppor- 
tunities he  now  had, — in  the  unceremo- 
nious visits  which  were  thus,  for  the 
amusement  of  the  invalid,  allowed  him, 
— of  contemplating  the  unadorned  beauty 
and  unaffected  charms  displayed  by  Julia 
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in  her  attendance  on  Lord  Montrevor. 
Edward  Byngham  and  Frederick  soon 
also,  on  leaving  Oxford,  joined  the 
party  ;  and  thus  a  most  desirable  society 
was  formed,  in  which  Julia  regained 
much  of  her  suspended  vivacity  ;  though 
there  were  still  many  moments,  when  the 
wish  of  an  addition  of  one  more  to  their 
society  agitated  her  bosom. 

How  greatly  would  that  agitation  have 
been  increased,  and  its  character  altered, 
could  she  have  beheld  that  one  at  this 
period,  and  possessed  the  power  of  pene- 
trating his  thoughts.  There  she  would 
have  seen  her  image  enthroned,  in  spite 
of  reason,  prudence,  and  even  jealousy. 
Her  pride  would  have  been  gratified,  her 
resentment  appeased,  her  fears  allayed, 
and  every  gentle  feeling  awakened,  could 
she  have  witnessed  the  contending  emo- 
tions of  his  mind  ;  in  which,  after  many  a 
fruitless  struggle,  love, — unfading,  hope- 
less love, — remained  triumphant  over  aJl. 
The  reason  and  philosophy  of  Selwyn's 
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character  now  only  served  to  control  his 
actions ;  his  thaughts  and  wishes  were 
yielded  up  to  a  passion  ardent  as  un- 
propitious. 

Convinced,  by  all  that  he  had  heard, 
and  the  little  he  had  himself  seen,  that 
he  had  been  deceived  in  thinking  he  had 
succeeded  in  interesting  the  heart  of 
Julia,  which  he  had  no  doubt  would  in 
time,  if  not  immediately,  reward  the  love 
of  Lord  Carl  main  e ;  he  sought  only  to 
teach  his  own  resignation,  for  to  forget 
her,  he  felt,  would  be  impossible.  Nor 
could  he  blame  her.  She  knew  not  how 
inexpressibly  dear  she  was  to  him.  First 
his  weak  indecision,  and  then  his  rash 
folly,  had  been  the  fatal  obstacles  that 
had  prevented  his  openly  declaring  his 
sentiments  at  a  time  when  he  might 
have  reasonably  hoped  for  success.  But, 
so  inconsistently  guarded  had  his  conduct 
been,  that  she  could  scarcely  have  sus- 
pected his  love  for  her ;  consequently,  was 
not  likely  to  return  it. 
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Indeed,  so  perverse  and  undefined  had 
been   his  sentiments,  that  not  till  every 
sense  of  honor  and  propriety  had  peremp- 
torily forbidden  the   prosecution   of  his 
wishes,    he    had    positively  ascertained 
what  those  wishes  were.     His  reproaches 
were  therefore  directed  agaihst  himself; 
and  all  he  could  now  do  was  to  confine 
strictly  within  the  sorrowful  precincts  of 
his  own  bosom,  feelings  with  which  he 
found  it  would,  at  least  at  present,  be  in 
vain  to  struggle.     He  could  no  longer 
entertain  a  doubt  of  the  honor  of  Lord 
Carlmaine's  intentions,  but  still  he  had 
many   of  his   constancy  and  ability  to 
constitute  the  happiness  of  any  woman  ; 
and  Selwyn  felt  many  fears  for  that  of 
Julia.     The  news  of  his  cousin's  arrival 
in  London  had  reached  him,  as  well  as 
his  frequent  visits  in  Grosvenor-street : 
restless,  therefore,  and  unhappy,  he  sud- 
denly resolved  also  to  go  to  town  ;  and, 
exerting  a  manly  dominion  over  his  pri- 
vate feelings,  to  see  Julia,  and  form,  from 
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his  own  observation,  a  just  estimate  of 
the  chance  she  had  of  being  happy  in  an 
union  with  Lord  Carlmaine. 

His  unexpected  appearance  at  first 
greatly  disconcerted  his  relation ;  who, 
being  however,  for  many  reasons,  un- 
willing openly  to  quarrel  with  him,  rea- 
dily embraced  the  only  alternative,  and 
received  him  with  every  demonstration 
of  friendly  confidence ;  described  his 
passion  for  Julia  as  increased,  and  him- 
self perfectly  satisfied  with  the  progress 
he  had  reason  to  beHeve  he  was  making 
in  the  affection  of  the  lady. 

*^  Still  however,  Adolphus,"  he  conti- 
nued, '^  secrecy  is  more  than  ever  indis^ 
pensable.  My  father  has  lately  not  been 
so  w^ell  as  usual ;  and,  fancying  he  may 
not  last  long,  he  is  become  more  anxious 
for  me  to  marry;  and,  on  my  again  ex- 
pressing a  wish  for  delay,  I  discovered 
that  some  officious  body  had  suggested 
to  him  the  probability  of  my  being  at- 
tached   to    Miss   Lawrence.     He    then 


CONCEALMENT.  303 

vowed  that,  if  he  thought  me  capable  of 
such  an  imprudent,  degrading  choice,  he 
would  deprive  me  of  all  it  was  in  his 
power  to  detach  from  the  title  ;  adding, 
that  my  aunt  would,  no  doubt,  shew  her 
indignation  in  a  similar  way.  On  this  I 
was  obliged  to  equivocate,  and  assure 
him  I  had  no  intention  of  forming  any 
engagement  without  his  approbation ; 
and  promised  that,  when  I  returned  to 
my  regiment,  I  would  seriously  think  of 
Miss  Laroche.  Aye,  Selwyn,  you  have 
reason  to  shake  your  head,  1  grant.  But 
what  could  I  do  ]  My  father  was  ill  and 
exasperated ;  and  it  was  absolutely  neces- 
sary, for  his  peace  and  my  happiness,  to 
deceive  him.  Who  knows  what  may 
happen?  The  physicians  do  not  think 
well  of  him ;  and,  should  he  die,  I  shall 
have  spared  him,  by  a  little  duplicity, 
much  uneasiness,  to  say  nothing  of  all  I 
had  myself  at  stake." 

"And  does   Miss  Lawrence,"  asked 
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Selvvyn,  ''  know  your  father's  sentiments 
respecting  her?" 

''  No,  not  to  their  full  extent,"  answer- 
ed the  wily  Carlniaine :  **  though  we 
perfectly  understand  each  other  ;  and  she 
kindly  submits  to  circumstances,  which 
she  is  persuaded  I  cannot  at  present 
alter.  I  am  extremely  guarded  in  my 
attentions  to  her,  lest  any  of  her  friends 
or  mine  should  be  led  to  form  conjec- 
tures, that  might  confirm  the  suspicions 
which  the  Earl  already  entertains  " 

Much  more  conversation  passed  be- 
tween them  ;  and  Lord  Carlmaine,  be- 
ing determined,  at  every  risk,  to  destroy 
any  latent  hopes  that  still  might  linger  in 
the  heart  of  his  cousin,  stopped  at  no 
falsehood  respecting  Julia's  sentiments, 
or  his  own  intentions,  which  seemed 
likely  to  further  his  views.  He  strongly 
reiterated  his  injunctions  of  secrecy,  and 
resolutely  opposed  Selwyn's  proposal, 
that  Frederick,  at  least,  should  be  made 
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acquainted  with  particulars  which  so 
highly'  interested  his  sister.  His  cousin, 
however,  affected  to  treat  young  Law- 
rence as  a  boy ;  who,  naturally  delighted 
with  the  communication,  would  not  fail, 
by  some  imprudence,  to  divulge  it,  or  at 
least  create  suspicions. 

As  Selwyn  still  continued  to  represent 
the  propriety  of  thus  far  extending  his 
confidence,  pledging  his  honor  for  Fre- 
derick's discretion,  Lord  Carlmaine  ex- 
claimed, with  anger, — '^Urge  me  no 
farther :  I  am  best  acquainted  with  my 
own  concerns  ;  and  am  sorry  if  the  con- 
fidence you  sought  is  irksome  to  you,  and 
I  would  fain  relieve  you  of  the  burden. 
But  hark  ye,  Selwyn,  the  case  stands 
thus  : — you  must  either  prove  to  me,  by 
a  solemn  promise  of  continued  secrecy 
and  discretion,  that  I  may  rely  on  your 
honor  and  friendship ;  or  else  I  shall  feel 
convinced,  that  you  have  some  concealed 
reason  for  being  my  enemy,  and  forfeit- 
ing the  word  and  character  of  an  honor- 
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able  man ;  and  I  shall  treat  you  hence- 
forward accordingly." 

Conscience  lent  an  edge  to  Lord 
Carlmaine's  vvords  which  they  would 
otherwise  never  have  possessed ;  and 
Selwyn's  generous  nature  and  proud 
integrity,  that  would  on  every  other  oc- 
casion have  spurned  the  base  insinuation 
with  haughty  resentment,  were  silenced. 
Love,  vs^hich  at  this  moment  appeared 
almost  guilty  in  his  eyes,  had  made  him 
a  coward ;  and,  after  a  faint  attempt  to 
repel  the  insinuation  by  raillery,  he  gave, 
unequivocally,  the  assurance  required  by 
Lord  Carlmaine;  who,  satisfied  with 
having  thus  artfully  encircled  his  cousin 
in  his  toils,  shook  him  cordially  by  the 
hand,  and  begged  his  pardon,  for  having 
a  moment  doubted  the  sincerity  of  his 
friendship ;  urging  the  unsettled  state  of 
his  mind  as  his  excuse. 

It  may  perhaps  appear  somewhat  ex- 
traordinary, that  the  natural  discernment 
of  Selwyn,  and  his  acquired  knowledge 


CONCEALMENT.  307 

of  mankind,  should  thus  continue  to  be 
imposed  on  by  a  tissue  of  mean  artifices, 
of  which  Lord  Carlraaine  might  justly  be 
suspected.  But,  for  this  unhappy  effect, 
two  latent  and  powerful  causes  may  be 
assigned.  In  the  first  place,  Selvvyn's 
fears,  operating  with  undue  influence 
upon  that  diffidence  and  sensibility  so 
peculiar  to  men  of  talent  and  genius, 
almost  anticipated  the  success  of  his 
rival ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  though  not 
blind  to  a  profligacy  scarcely  capable  of 
concealment,  nor  receiving  every  profes- 
sion vs^ith  easy  credulity,  yet  his  noble, 
ingenuous  heart,  would  have  rebuked 
him,  had  he  glanced  in  thought  upon 
that  wicked  complication  of  meanness, 
falsehood,  and  cunning,  which  was  so 
deliberately  employed  to  undermine  his 
happiness. 

Selw^yn  then  proceeded  with  Lord 
Carlmaine  to  Grosvenor  Street,  arming 
himself  by  the  way  with  all  the  necessary 
fortitude  and  composure  to  behold  Julia 
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only  with  friendly  interest.  She  was  on 
her  side  equally  well  prepared  to  see 
hini ;  having  the  day  before  heard  of  his 
arrival  in  town.  For  a  moment  she 
admitted  the  idea  suggested  by  Caroline, 
that  she  possibly  was  the  attraction  that 
had  drawn  him  to  town  ;  but,  fearful  of 
being  again  deceived  and  humbled,  she 
resolutely  checked  the  hope  but  too  ready 
to  arise;  and  determined  that,  whatever 
might  be  his  sentiments,  she  would  con- 
vince him,  that  she  was  neither  so  vain 
or  silly  as,  probably,  he  had  imagined. 

So  well  had  she  tutored  her  heart  and 
countenance  for  the  occasion,  that,  when 
Selwyn  was  announced,  a  gentle  flutter- 
ing, known  only  to  herself,  agitated  the 
one,  and  only  a  quick  passing  blush 
overspread  the  other ;  which  had  fortu- 
nately subsided  before  her  turn  arrived 
to  be  addressed  by  Selwyn.  As  he  ap- 
proached, their  eyes  encountered  each 
other  ;  but  female  pride  and  prudent  cau- 
tion held  their  secret  respective  feelings 
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in   such  complete   subjection,    that   the 
heart  had  no  share  in  the  looks  of  either. 

Lord  Carlmaine  contrived  to  occupy  a 
seat  near  Julia,  (who  still  maintained 
her  post  close  to  the  invalid) ;  and  though 
his  behaviour  had  nothing  in  it  suffi- 
ciently pointed  to  attract  even  her  notice, 
or  tliat  of  others,  yet  Selwyn  not  only 
saw  in  it  the  sohcitude  of  a  lover,  but 
fancied  he  could  distinctly  perceive  he 
was  a  favored  one,  in  the  mere  common 
civility  with  which  Julia  occasionally 
repaid  his  attention, — often,  indeed,  to 
avoid  directing  her  looks  or  conversation 
towards  that  part  of  the  room  where 
Selwyn  sat ;  a  belief  that,  while  it  pained 
him  very  sensibly,  convinced  him  of  the 
necessity  of  self-possession  and  resolu- 
tion ;  which  rising  as  his  still  lingering 
hopes  farther  receded,  he  got  through 
the  visit  without  being  once  disconcerted. 

Julia  also  retired  to  her  apartment  at 
its  conclusion,  well  satisfied  with  the 
appearance  of  indifference  she  had  pre- 
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served }  but  with  a  heart  oppressed  with 
feelings  she  hoped  she  had  conquered. 
The  first  grand  trial  was  however  over, 
and  she  would  not  seek  to  avoid  him,  as 
she  had  at  first  intended.  Selwyn  had 
given  her  a  lesson  upon  which  she  would 
even  improve.  She  would  forget  she 
had  thought  of  him  otherwise  than  as  a 
man,  whose  worth  and  character  she  had 
learnt  justly  to  appreciate;  she  would 
endeavour  to  resume  her  former  easy 
manner  with  him ;  and,  while  she  thus 
convinced  him,  that  she  neither  sought 
nor  prized  his  love,  she  would  force  him 
to  esteem  and  respect  her. 

Poor  Selwyn's  secret  reflections  were 
not  quite  so  satisfactory.  Feeling  that, 
while  he  could  command  his  words  and 
actions  sufficiently  to  avoid  betraying  his 
own  secret,  or  exciting  the  half-awakened 
suspicions  of  Lord  Carlmaine,  no  sacri- 
fice would  be  too  great  to  enjoy  the 
blessing  of  frequently  seeing  Julia,  he 
resolved  to  remain  near  her;  at  least  for 
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a  time  drink  deep  of  the  intoxicating 
draught,  and  bask  in  the  sunshine  of  her 
presence. 

Thus  these  victims  of  deceit  and 
treachery  continued  frequently  to  meet : 
Julia  endeavouring  to  persuade  herself, 
that  she  should  soon  cease  to  feel  the 
slightest  concern  for  the  altered  manners 
of  Selwyn,  whatever  might  be  the  cause  ; 
while  he,  infatuated  by  misrepresenta- 
tions and  falsehood,  saw  only,  in  her 
lately  assumed  reserve  towards  him,  or 
occasional  attempts  to  renew  those  fa- 
miliar conversations,  in  which  he  had 
often  found  the  most  seducing  charms,  a 
compliment  to  Lord  Carlmaine ;  or  the 
kind  efforts  of  a  heart,  itself  at  ease,  to 
soften  the  suspected  grief  of  one  less 
happy. 

It  was  often  almost  more  than  Selwyn 
could  endure  with  calmness  to  notice  the 
ingenious  artifices  of  Julia's  affection  to 
tempt  Lord  Montrevor's  failing  appetite; 
or  to  induce  him  to  take  an  airing  when 
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it  was  recommended,  and  he  was  unwil- 
ling to  leave  his  couch  ;  or  to  see  the  ever 
ready  and  watchful  attention  that  sought 
to  prevent  every  wish,  exclude  the  in- 
truding sun,  admit  the  reviving  air,  and 
smooth  the  tumbled  pillow.  Caroline 
was  no  less  willing  than  herself  to  con- 
tribute to  the  comfort  and  ease  of  her  still 
suffering  father ;  and  Lady  Montrevor 
lived  almost  to  watch  the  looks  of  her 
beloved  husband :  but  Julia,  either  from 
a  quicker  power  of  perception,  or  greater 
natural  activity,  was  generally  the  first 
to  perceive,  or,  on  the  slightest  sign  from 
Lady  Montrevor,  to  execute,  the  service 
required. 

As  Selwyn  gazed  on  this  pattern  of, 
perhaps,  the  sweetest  part  of  female  ex- 
cellence, his  rebel  heart  frequently  beat 
witli  emotion  so  excessive,  that  he  was 
obliged  to  end  his  visit.  In  such  and 
similar  situations  Julia  produced  little 
less  effect  upon  the  mind  of  Lord 
Carlmaine ;    who    daily    felt    his    love 
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assume  a  more  serious  character.  Though 
still  so  wavering  were  his  plans,  alter- 
nately swayed   by  his  passion   and  his 
interest,  that  he  dared  not  yet  approach 
her  but  in  the  doubtful  phrase  of  respect- 
ful admiration.     Had  Julia's  mind  not 
been     always    pre-occupied     either    by 
thoughts   of   Selwyn,    or   the   thousand 
self-imposed  duties  of  what  she  called 
her  office,  she  must  often  have  read  in 
his  animated  countenance  what  passed 
in  his  lordship's  mind ;  but,  accustomed 
to  observe  the  habitual  gallantry  of  his 
manner     towards     every    good-looking 
young  w^oman>  she  had  noticed  nothing 
particular  in  his  behaviour  to  herself;  and 
the  idea  of  his  being  in  love  with  her 
never  once  entered  her  imagination. 

Such  unaccountable  blindness  was  not 
to  be  understood  by  a  man  of  Lord 
Carlmaine's  habits  and  experience ;  and 
he  settled  it  by  concluding,  that  the 
lovely  girl  had  adopted  this  mode  to  lead 
him  to  the  positive  declaration  she  was 
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anxious  to  receive.  Still,  howev^jr,  he 
was  assailed  by  jealous  fears  respecting 
Selwyn ;  and  he  was  therefore  much 
pleased  when  the  latter  passed  many 
successive  days,  as  he  frequently  did, 
without  presenting  himself  at  Lord 
Montrevor's  ;  where  the  Earl  and  his  son 
were  almost  daily  visitors,  to  the  great 
amusement  of  Lord  Montrevor,  whose 
debility  continued  much  longer  than  had 
been  expected. 

Lady  Montrevor  had  joined  with 
Caroline  in  anticipating  some  favorable 
circumstances  from  the  unexpected  arri- 
val of  Selwyn  in  town  ;  but  the  very 
little  emotion  which  she  had  been  able 
to  discover  in  him  at  his  first  meeting 
with  Julia,  had  destroyed  her  hopes,  and 
convinced  her  that  his  heart  wa«  not 
particularly  interested  about  her.  Though 
more  vexed  than  disappointed,  «he  was 
glad,  on  subsequently  observing  Julia 
more  attentively,  to  find  that,  however 
her  vanity  might  have  suffered,  her 
tranquillity  was  safe. 
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Her  ladyship  had  lately  begun  to 
suspect  Lord  Carlmaine  of  entertaiuing 
sentiments  of  preference  for  her  young 
friend  ;  but  the  idea  rather  alarmed  than 
gave  her  pleasure,  and  she  resolved  to 
increase  her  vigilance  ;  and,  if  the  suspi- 
cion was  confirmed,  not  to  lose  a  moment 
in  preventing  their  meeting  so  fre- 
quently, while  it  was  yet  time  to  pre- 
serve her  from  the  unhappiness  w4iich 
would  probably  attend  an  attachment  to 
a  man  of  his  situation  of  life  and  habits. 
Julia  had  never,  since  lier  arrival  in  town, 
been  one  moment  in  Lord  Carlmaine's 
company  but  in  her  presence;  neither 
was  her  ladyship  aware  that,  since  his 
return  from  abroad,  she  had  spent  a 
minute  alone  with  him. 

If  therefore  her  fears  had  any  founda- 
tion, it  must  be  of  a  very  recent  date; 
and  she  had  every  reason  to  believe,  that 
Julia  was  herself  wholly  unconscious  of 
the  fact,  if  it  existed. 
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CHAPTER  XIII. 


''She  was  his  care,  his  hope,  and  his  delight. 
Most  in  his  thoughts,  and  ever  in  his  sight. 
Next,  nay  beyond,  his  life  he  held  most  dear." 

DRYDEW. 


On  learning  the  particulars  of  the  late 
dreadful  attempt  made  by  Lord  Montrevor 
on  his  life,  both  Edward  and  Frederick 
had  been  much  shocked ;  but  the  former, 
receiving  about  the  same  time  the  news 
of  Mr.  Taverner's  death,  and  the  dispo- 
sition of  his  property,  soon  lost  all  con- 
cern for  his  uncle's  situation,  in  the  new 
and  agreeable  subjects  of  reflection 
afforded  him  by  the  latter  intelligence. 
Fifty  thousand  pounds  bequeathed  to  his 
father,  and  which  would  doubtless  come 
to  him,  was  a  very  gratifying  increase  of 
wealth ;  and  when  to  that  he  added,  in 
imagination,  Miss  Montrevor's  now  large 
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fortune,  he  felt  all  his  indecision  at  an 
end,  and  she  appeared,  in  every  respect, 
the  most  desirable  and  advantageous 
connexion  he  could  possibly  form. 

When  therefore  these  cousins  met, 
Caroline  had  every  reason  to  be  satisfied 
with  the  apparent  affection  of  one  to 
whom  she  had  been  attached  almost 
from  her  cradle.  Edward  willingly  dis- 
carded the  weak  policy  by  which  he  had 
frequently  been  governed  in  his  fluc- 
tuating partiality  for  his  relation  ;  and 
determined  to  avail  himself  of  every 
opportunity  to  improve  her  favourable 
dispositions  towards  him,  and  hasten  the 
moment  that  would  secure  to  him  the 
possession  of  an  amiable  wife.  While 
calculating  these  various  advantages, 
with  the  cool  precision  of  his  character, 
he  congratulated  himself  on  never  hav- 
ing been  betrayed  into  any  direct  atten- 
tions towards  Julia,  (who,  upon  the 
whole,  had  perhaps  more  attraction  for 
him,)  which  could  seriously  have  excited 
p3 
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Caroline's  displeasure  ;  and,  seeing  no 
impediment,  he  looked  forward  with 
confidence  to  an  early  accomplishment 
of  his  wishes. 

He  was  glad  at  having  quitted  the 
University  ;  not  that  his  residence  there 
had  been  disagreeable  to  him,  otherwise 
than  as  it  linked  him  so  closely  with 
Frededck  Lawrence  ;  towards  whom  his 
early  conceived  dislike  and  envy  had 
much  increased  during  the  time  they  had 
spent  together  at  Oxford ;  where,  though 
there  was  a  considerable  difference  in 
their  standing,  Frederick  was  universally 
acknowledged  as  much  his  superior  in 
academic  proficiency,  as  the  general 
suffrage  declared  him  to  be  in  all  friendly 
disposition^.  Nothing,  however,  had 
occurred  personally  between  the  young 
men  essentially  to  interrupt  the  appear- 
ance of  friendship.  Indeed  the  respect 
and  gratitude  that  Frederick  felt  for 
Mr.  Byngham,  blinded  him,  in  great 
measure,    to   the  defects    in    Edward's 
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character ;  and,  while  conscious  that  he 
received  only  a  moderate  degree  of  rer 
gard,  in  return  for  the  warm  attachment 
he  was  desirous  of  cultivating,  he  attri- 
buted it  to  a  naturally  cold  and  phleg- 
matic temper  in  his  friend,  than  any 
personal  indifference.  His  own  good 
will,  therefore,  and  affectionate  disposi- 
tion, if  not  increased,  remained  undi- 
minished towards  Edward  ;  whose  secret 
envy,  having  thus  no  excuse  for  explo- 
sion, he  was  compelled  to  confine  to  hi^ 
own  breast. 

All  the  reflective  turn  and  virtuous 
sympathies  of  Frederick's  character  wer^ 
called  into  action  by  the  unhappy  news 
respecting  Lord  Montrevor ;  and,  shudr 
dering  at  the  fatal  consequeqces  of  guilty 
indulgencies,  he  recalled  to  his  memory 
the  instructions  of  his  kind  friend  Mr, 
Dermont,  resolving  carefully  to  guard 
his  own  heart  against  the  very  first 
approaches  of  vice.  His  hopes  glanced 
towards  the  love  of  the  youthful  Emm^ 
p4 
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as  his  virtue's  best  security  ;  while,  with 
constitutional  diffidence  of  his  own  me- 
rits and  good  fortune,  he  trembled  lest 
he  might  never  possess  a  happiness,  in 
the  contemplation  of  which  he  had  lately 
experienced  an  unspeakable  charm. 

Lord  Montrevor  gladly  accepted  the 
kind  offices  of  Frederick ;  who,  by  com- 
municating the  interesting  publications 
and  news  of  the  day,  or  by  accompany- 
ing him  in  the  short  rides  he  was  soon 
able  to  take  on  horseback,  proved,  in 
these  several  departments,  as  necessary 
to  his  lordship's  comfort,  as  Julia  was  in 
others.  Immediately  on  his  arrival. 
Lady  Montrevor  had  made  him  ac- 
quainted with  the  report  that  had  pre- 
vailed in  Devonshire  respecting  Selwyn 
and  his  sister,  with  her  own  conclusions 
and  sentiments  on  the  subject ;  a  com- 
munication afterwards  repeated  to  him 
by  Julia. 

The  latter  had  been  determined  to 
confine    herself    to    the  very  little  that 
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could  be  said  of  Selwyn's  attention  to 
her,  without  touching  upon  the  nature  of 
the  sentiments  which  he  had  excited  in 
her  bosom ;  but  her  open  affectionate 
nature  could  not  repel  the  anxious  inves- 
tigation of  her  brother,  or  resist  the 
desire  of  suffering  him  to  read  her  heart 
as  plainly  as  she  did  herself.  That  is  to 
say,  she  discovered  the  ready  disposition 
of  that  heart  to  fix  its  warmest  affections 
on  the  man  who  had  awakened  its  ten- 
derness ;  but  as  Julia  had  succeeded  even 
in  persuading  herself,  that  she  was  fast 
recovering  from  the  hasty  infatuation,  it 
was  not  surprising,  that  she  impressed 
Frederick  with  the  same  belief.  Much 
thouoht  and  investioation  did  he  bestow 

o  o 

on  a  subject  which  excited  at  once  both 
his  hope  and  fear. 

Tliough  Selwyn  had  not  hazarded  a 
word  on  the  occasion  to  him,  yet,  from 
all  he  could  collect,  it  seemed  certain  that 
his  friend  had  been  particularly  marked 
in  his  attention  to  Julia,  who  was  now 
p5 


fully  sensible  of  his  merits ;  and  these 
abstract  circumstances,  as  they  fanned 
the  dearest  of  his  speculations,  were 
highly  flattering  to  his  pride  and  fraternal 
affection  ;  and  he  still  hoped  that,  as  so 
favourable  a  disposition  had  been  evinced, 
it  was  possible;  nay  very  likely," — not- 
withstanding present  unpromising  ap- 
pearances,— tliat  the  object  he  had  often 
so  ardently  wished  might  in  time  be 
accomplished.  Julia's  acknowledged 
superiority  seemed  to  justify  these  ex- 
pectations ;  and  he  noticed  in  Selwyn's 
manner  towards  her  a  reserve  that  was 
new  and  unnatural,  and  mixed,  he 
thought,  with  an  expression  of  lingering 
tenderness. 

These  were  encouraging  appearances ; 
but  they  also  led  to  the  idea,  that  the 
unhappy  circumstances  which  had  enve- 
loped their  birth,  and  the  fate  of  their 
parents,  in  so  much  mystery,  were 
perhaps  the  cause  of  the  struggles  he 
could    not    help   fancying,    on    a    close 
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observation,  in  the  mind  of  his  friend. 
Painful  and  distressing  as  was  this  im- 
pression, it  did  not  wholly  damp  that 
hope  so  sanguine  in  the  hour  of  youth ; 
and  he  resolved,  without  delay,  to  put  in 
practice  his  intention  of  repairing  to 
Cumberland  for  the  purpose  of  learning 
something  more  satisfactory  relative  to 
his  mother;  or  gain  some  information 
respecting  the  articles  lost  so  many  years 
before,  and  which,  he  still  thought,  might 
lead  to  important  discoveries. 

On  imparting  to  Mr.  Byngham  his 
anxious  wish  to  undertake  this  journey, 
with  the  motives  by  which  he  was  ac- 
tuated, he  was  most  agreeably  surprised 
by  that  gentleman's  offer  to  accompany 
him  to  Keswick.  It  was  then  settled, 
that,  as  soon  as  some  business — which 
would  for  a  short  time  detain  Mr. 
Byngham  in  town,— was  concluded,  they 
should  set  off;  that,  if  (as  Mr.  Byngham 
prognosticated,  to  check  the  buoyant 
hopes  of  Frederick,)  nothing  very  par- 
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ticular  occurred  to  prevent  it,  Frederick 
should  proceed  to  spend  the  rest  of  the 
vacation  at  the  house  of  Mrs.  Dermont's 
mother ;  where  the  family  had  been  de- 
tained long  beyond  their  intention,  by 
the  ill  health  of  the  old  lady,  w^hose  life 
appearing  to  draw  near  its  close,  her 
daughter  had  determined  not  to  leave 
her.  Mr.  Dermont  had  also  lately  been 
unwell ;  and  in  yielding  to  the  earnest 
solicitations  of  Mrs.  Dermont,  that  he 
v/ould  join  them  at  Scarborough,  Frede- 
rick would  thus  perform  an  act  of  duty, 
dear  to  his  o rateful  feelings  while  he  was 
delighted  with  the  prospect  of  again 
inhabiting:  the  same  house  with  Emma. 

Mrs.  Dermont  was,  indeed,  very  par- 
tial to  her  husband's  pupil ;  and  when 
she  found  her  care  and  attention  almost 
solely  claimed  by  her  suffering  parent, 
and  her  husband  attacked  by  a  severe 
rheumatic  affection,  she  conceived  that 
nothing  would  gratify  him  so  much,  or 
amuse    his    hours    of    confinement     so 
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agreeably,  as  the  society  of  Frederick 
Lawrence ;  who  would  also  enliven  the 
unavoidable  dulness  of  her  daughter's 
life. 

Mr.  Derrnont  had  never  communicated 
to  his  wife  the  slight  suspicion  that  had 
arisen  in  his  mind,  respecting  Emma  and 
Frederick,  the  morning  on  which  the  latter 
had  left  Devonshire  for  Oxford  ;  unwilling 
to  give  any  cause  of  anxiety  to  her  spi- 
rits, which  were  naturally  as  weak  as  her 
health  was  delicate.     He  still  occasionally 
thought  he  could  perceive  in  his  little 
Emma  traces  of  that  separation,  though 
scarcely   more  strong  than  what  might, 
without  any  farther  cause,  be  reasonably 
attributed  to  the  loss  of  the  companion 
of  her  infancy.     A  latent  wish,  which 
had  its  rise  in  feelings  more  worthy  Mr. 
Dermont's  mind  than  idle  curiosity,  had 
often  prompted  the  desire  of  knowing,  if 
the  hasty  conjecture  he  had  formed  of  a 
rising  preference  on  the   part  of  young 
Lawrence  for  his  daughter  had  any  real 
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foundation.  For  though  this  excellent 
man  was  too  wise  to  build  any  serious 
expectations  on  what  could  now,  at  most, 
be  but  a  boyish  partiality,  yet  still  so 
alive  was  his  soul  to  all  the  anxiety  of 
parental  affection,  that,  even  thus  early, 
he  was  at  times  almost  involuntarily 
busy  with  the  thought  of  Emma's  future 
establishment. 

He  had  often  reflected  upon  the  pro- 
gress of  human  life,  and  had  surveyed 
with  practical  skill  its  various  stages : 
he  now  contemplated,  with  awful  appre- 
hension, its  approaching  vicissitudes,  as 
they  might  alFect  the  welfare  of  his  child; 
and  in  those  conllicts  which  extreme 
affection  had  then  to  sustain  with  his 
reason  and  piety,  we  must  allow  that  the 
calm  summer  of  his  soul  was  sometimes 
clouded  by  short  intervals  of  distrust  and 
uneasiness.  Mr.  Dermont  loved  Fre- 
derick as  his  son,  and  most  glad  would 
he  be  to  call  him  so,  if  the  virtues  of  the 
man  did  but  keep  pace  with  the  promises 
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held  out  by  his  youth.  There  were, 
however,  drawbacks  to  this  favourite 
project. 

If  Emma  had  a  fault  in  the  eyes  of  her 
doting  father,  it  was  a  melting  native 
sensibiHty,  which  even  in  childhood  had 
increased,  perhaps^  her  pleasures,  but 
certainly  had  often  augmented  her  little 
sorrows.  While  encircled  by  the  shel- 
tering arms  of  parental  affection,  this 
gentle  sweetness  served  only  to  render 
her  more  dear  and  interesting  to  both 
father  and  mother ;  the  latter,  indeed, 
cherished  as  a  virtue  this  natural  refine- 
ment of  feeling, — the  expression  of  which 
was  frequently  called  forth  by  her  own 
nervous  disposition  and  uneven  temper. 
But  Mr.  Dermont  had  studied  life  and 
human  nature  too  long,  not  to  dread 
future  evil  consequences  from  this  dan- 
gerous tendency  of  his  daughter's  mind  ; 
whose  strong  and  latent  energies  he 
constantly  sought  to  encourage  and  ex- 
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pand,   in   counterpoise   to   an  excess  of 
feeling. 

To  perfect  his  wish,  and  render  safe 
and  easy  the  journey  through  life  of  this 
chief  object  of  all  his  worldly  solicitude, 
Mr.  Dermont  rightly  judged  the  compa- 
nion to  be  desired  for  her,  was  one  whose 
passions  were  as  calm  and  well-regulated 
as  his  principles  and  virtues  were  defined 
and  steady ;  a  man,  in  line,  like  what  he 
had  ever  believed  Adolphus  Selwyn. 
Frederick  was,  to  be  sure,  much  younger; 
but,  making  every  allowance  for  his  age, 
he  could  not  but  believe  that,  though  his 
understanding  and  the  solidity  of  his 
judgment  were  matured  beyond  his 
years,  and  his  hieart  filled  with  every 
manly,  sterling  virtue,  yet  that  his  cha- 
racter was  tinctured  with  a  degree  of 
unmanageable  sensibility  and  impetuo- 
sity of  feeling,  by  no  means  favorable  to 
the  happiness  of  its  possessor,  or  that  of 
a   timid  female,  who  must  look  up  to 
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him  for  resolution  and  dispassionate 
firmness. 

Still,  however,  though  Mr.  Dermont 
was,  by  the  imperfect  and  restless  fore- 
sight of  human  nature,  occasionally,  in 
this  one  solitary  instance,  seduced  into  a 
desire  of  penetrating  or  regulating  the 
future ;  yet  his  long  practised  calm  and 
humble  submission  in  all  events  to  the 
Divine  Will,  equally  forbade  the  indul- 
gence of  too  eager  wishes  or  imprudent 
speculation ;  and  the  usual  tenor  of  his 
mind  was  still  pious  confidence  and 
Christian  resignation  to  the  future  dis- 
pensations of  that  Providence,  who  had 
already  blessed  him  as  the  father  of  a 
virtuous  child. 

When  Mrs.  Dermont  proposed  Fre- 
derick's being  invited  to  join  them,  her 
husband  complied  without  any  reluc- 
tance ;  for,  besides  his  own  attachment 
to  him,  as  he  could  not  flatter  himself 
(nor  did  he  wish  to  do  so,)  that  his  resi- 
dence here  would  be  of  much  longer  date, 
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he  was  desirous  of  strengthening  at  least 
the  bonds  of  intimacy  between  his  family 
and  a  young  man,  whose  worth  and 
honour  were  so  well  known  to  him,  and 
whose  friendship  might  hereafter  be  ser- 
viceable to  them. 

Julia  heard,  with  unspeakable  grief, 
that  she  should  lose  the  society  of  her 
brother  for  what,  in  her  estimation,  was 
a  very  long  time.  The  first  object  of  his 
journey  she  perfectly  approved  ;  for  she, 
too,  had  felt  unusually  anxious  and 
impatient  at  the  humiliating  mystery 
attendant  on  her  own  and  Frederick's 
parentage.  Knowing  they  would  have 
so  soon  to  sustain  a  new  separation, 
these  young  relatives  (on  the  union  of 
whose  orphan  hearts  Nature  had  fixed 
more  than  her  usual  seal  of  affectionate 
consanguinity,)  endeavoured  to  enjoy  to 
the  utmost  the  time  they  had  yet  to  spend 
together.  Frederick,  with  his  sister, 
was  almost  a  constant  attendant  on  Lord 
Montrevor,   to  the   great  annoyance   of 
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Lord  CarJmaine ;  who,  being  obliged  to 
exert  an  unusual  portion  of  circumspec- 
tion, was  soon  tired  of  the  restraint ;  and 
determined  partially  to  absent  himself, 
till  his  views  could  be  prosecuted  with  a 
better  prospect  of  success. 

Selwyn  still,  occasionally,  spent  some 
hours  with  his  friend,  in  the  company  of 
Julia ;  but  the  latter  had  been  so  com- 
pletely convinced,  by  his  continued  re- 
serve and  frequent  absences,  that,  what- 
ever sentiments  he  might  for  a  short 
season  have  entertained  for  her,  he  now 
experienced  nothing  but  indifference,  or 
common  friendly  regard ;  that  she  was 
more  and  more  ashamed  of  her  feelings 
towards  him,  and  resolved — and  re- 
resolved — to  steel  her  heart  against  all 
unworthy  weakness.  Lord  Carlmaine's 
guarded  conduct  removed  or  suspended 
Lady  Montrevor's  suspicions  of  his  par- 
tiaJity  to  Julia;  and  she  was  careful, 
tlierefore,  not  to  impart  them   to  Frede- 
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rick,  well  knowing  his  anxious  tenderness 
for  his  sister. 

Mr.  Byngham  having  learnt  that  Cap- 
tain (now  Colonel)  Howard  was  in 
London,  and  being  desirous  that  his 
adopted  son  should  have  every  oppor- 
tunity of  convincing  himself,  that  all  that 
was  possible  had  been  done  above  four- 
teen years  before,  to  ascertain  Mrs. 
Lawrence's  connexions,  &c.  now  intro- 
duced him  to  that  gentleman,  by  whom 
he  was  received  with  marked  kindness. 
But  nothing  satisfactory  resulted  from 
the  visit.  Colonel  Howard  could  only 
repeat  the  former  particulars  he  had 
related,  and  express  his  regret  that  he 
possessed  no  better  information  to  com- 
municate. An  application  to  Mr.  Ormond 
was  attended  with  no  better  success,  any 
more  than  several  advertisements,  wbich 
were  again  inserted  in  the  public  papers, 
offering^  a  considerable  reward  to  the 
captain   of  the  vessel  in  which,  in  the 
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month  of  April,  in  such  a  year,  a  lady 
answering  such  a  description,  had  em- 
barked, unattended,  at  Cork  for  England; 
or  to  any  passenger  or  others,  who  would 
give  any  information  respecting  her  pre- 
vious to  her  quitting  Ireland,  or  after  her 
arrival  at  B — . 

Though  Frederick's  hopes  sunk  at 
these  reiterated  disappointments,  yet  he 
endeavoured  to  keep  them  alive  by  think- 
ing there  was  a  greater  degree  of  proba- 
bility, that  the  meditated  inquiries  would 
be  more  successful  on  a  spot  where  his 
mother  had  resided  nearly  five  years; 
and  where  the  documents,  which  he  per- 
severed in  believing  of  the  most  impor- 
tant consequence,  had  so  unaccountably 
disappeared.  Mr.  Byngham  was  too 
much  interested  in  these  researches  to 
seek  to  lessen  the  energy  of  them ;  and, 
if  the  recollections  of  his  former  ineffec- 
tual efforts  checked  his  own  expectationg 
on  the  subject,  he  did  not  destroy  those 
of  Frederick. 
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The  latter,  however,  in  his  cooler  mo« 
ments,  dreaded  some  discovery  that  might 
annihilate  his  own  and  Julia's  towering- 
hopes,  and  forbid  his  entertaining  the 
idea,  that  Selwyn,  so  richly  endowed  by 
Nature,  fortune,  and  connexions,  even  if 
he  loved  Julia,  would  view  ^s  a  wife  one 
so  deficient  in  every  advantage  his  situa- 
tion in  life  must  have  taught  him  to 
prize. 

Mr.  Byngham,  who  read  the  workings 
of  Frederick's  mind  in  his  troubled 
countenance  and  broken  accents,  kindly 
bade  him  not  despair,  nor  injure  the 
generous  nature  of  Selwyn ;  adding, — *'  I 
am  much  mistaken  in  him,  if  he  would 
not  rise  superior  to  the  considerations  in 
question,  was  he  really  attached  to  your 
sister ;  and  if  he  considered  her  calcu- 
lated, in  other  respects,  to  constitute  his 
happiness.  But  these  are  points,"  he 
continued,  ''by  no  means  determined, 
^dolphus  is  cautious  both  by  nature  and 
principle  ;  and  would,  more  than  almost 
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any  one^  be  sensible  of  the  dangers 
attending  an  union  of  interests,  where 
there  was  a  great  dissimilarity  of  cha- 
racter. Something  of  this  seems,  indeed, 
very  apparent  in  his  late  behaviour. 
Julia,  while  at  Mr.  Huntley's,  undoubt- 
edly, by  all  accounts,  attracted  him ;  but 
subsequent  considerations  appear  to  have 
induced  him  to  suppress  his  rising  incli- 
nation, and  may  succeed  in  wholly  de- 
stroying it :  but  of  that  neither  wc,  nor 
even  himself,  can  yet  judge." 

The  kind  communication  of  Mr. 
Byngham's  sentiments  was  soothing  to 
the  unsettled  opinions  of  Frederick, 
who  still  looked  forward  with  hope  to 
his  approaching  journey.  He  could  not 
refrain  from  imparting  the  particular 
object  of  this  journey  to  Selwyn  ;  whom 
4ie  had  previously,  with  the  approbation 
bf  his  friends,  made  acquainted  with  the 
little  he  knew  of  his  own  and  Julia's 
history ;  and  had  found  the  kind  par- 
tiality of  Selwyn  rather  increased  thau 
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lessened  by  the  communication.  Now, 
therefore,  when  he  imparted  the  alter- 
nate faint  and  sanguine  hopes  that 
agitated  him,  he  met  with  the  most 
friendly  sympathy.  And  when,  with 
mingled  shame  and  pride,  Frederick  la- 
mented the  obscurity,  perhaps  dishonor, 
that  had  marked  his  entrance  into  life, 
the  warm  and  generous  Selwyn  anxiously 
sought  to  cheer  the  drooping  spirit  of 
his  young  friend  ;  to  whom,  with  feel- 
ings of  delicate  regard,  he  said,  in  the 
words  of  Thomson, — 

"  I  Icll  thee,  whoe'er,  amidst  the  sons 
Of  reason,  valour,  liberty,  and  virtue, 
Displays  distinguish'd  merit,  is  a  noble 
Of  Nature's  own  creating." 

Frederick  felt  sensibly  the  kindness 
of  Selwyn's  disposition  towards  him ; 
and,  while  he  still  more  highly  prized 
his  friendship,  he  cherished  the  hope, 
that  a  still  dearer  connexion  was  yet  not 
quite  impossible. 

To  the  reader,  who  has  been  permitted 
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to  see  much  passing  behind  the  curtain, 
it  may  appear  strange,  that  neither 
Julia  herself,  nor  any  of  her  watchful 
friends,  should  have  been  led  to  attri- 
bute  the  sudden  and  unaccountable 
alteration  in  Selwyn's  manner  to  feelings 
of  jealousy  towards  Lord  Carlmaine. 
To  remove  this  impression,  we  must  re- 
call the  attention  to  the  consummate  art 
and  caution  with  which  the  latter  had 
conducted  his  proceedings,  as  well  to- 
wards Julia  as  Selwyn ;  never  having 
permitted  himself  any  expression  or  at- 
tention sufficiently  pointed  to  convey  his 
direct  meaning,  or  excite  unusual  notice. 
And  we  may  add  also,  that  Lord 
Carlmaine's  softness  of  manner  and  ele- 
gance of  address  were  known  to  be  such 
habitual  and  successful  passports  in  his 
intercourse  with  the  female  world,  that 
Julia  was  considered  as  only  sharing, 
with  many  others,  in  his  general  wish  to 
please. 

VOL.  II.  q, 
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Persuaded,  by  the  aid  of  Selwyn's 
great  delicacy,  both  respecting  Miss 
Lawrence  and  himself,  that  he  had  ob- 
tained a  complete  ascendency  over  his 
mind,  as  far  as  Julia  was  concerned, 
Lord  Carlmaine  wished  only  to  gain  time 
to  mature,  what  he  was  much  disposed 
to  believe,  her  increasing  approbation  of 
the  passion,  whose  symptoms,  however 
silent  and  guarded,  he  stiJl  thought  she 
could  not  have  misunderstood.  In  addi- 
tion to  our  heroine's  habitual  good- 
htimour,  and  the  unreserved  vivacity  of 
her  manner,  to  all  who  approached  her 
with  the  appearance  of  friendship  and 
good  will,  an  unlucky  fatality  had  re- 
peatedly contributed  to  strengthen  this 
his  lordship's  erroneous  opinion. 

Accidents  had  sometimes  much  be- 
friended him ;  as  on  Mr.  Byngham's 
lawn  in  Devonshire,  and  afterwards  in 
London,  when  he  deemed  it  policy  to  be 
present,  whenever  it  was  possible,  at  the 
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meetings  of  Selwyn  and  Julia :  it  had 
often  happened  that  the  latter,  distressed 
by  the  observing  looks  of  Selwyn,  or 
anxious  to  suppress  her  own  rising  emo-* 
tions,  had  sought  refuge  from  embarrass- 
ment in  heedless  attention,  or  affected 
lively  conversation,  directed  with  no 
other  intention  towards  Lord  Carlmaine, 
who  gladly  received  these  fancied  marks 
of  distinction;  which  were  doubly  ac- 
ceptable, as,  while  they  raised  his  hopes, 
must  in  the  same  degree  depress  those 
of  his  cousin  ;  if  indeed,  after  such  cor- 
roborating proofs,  he  could  permit  him- 
self to  retain  any. 

He  was  likewise  in  expectation,  that 
the  death  of  his  father  would  ere  long 
remove  much  of  the  restraint  under 
which  he  laboured  ;  for,  though  the  Earl 
was  not  apparently  worse  than  on  his 
arrival  in  town,  and  was  still  able  to 
visit  and  receive  his  friends,  yet  the  una- 
nimous opinion  of  the  faculty  was,  that, 
besides  the  apprehension  of  gout  in  his 
q2 
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stomach,  there  were  other  symptoms  in 
his  habit  and  constitution  which  pre- 
cluded, not  only  the  hope  of  his  recovery, 
but  of  his  long  continuance  in  his  pre- 
sent state. 

Lord   Carlmaine   was   not  at   all    by 
temper  unfeeling,  nor  deficient  in  natural 
affection  ;  and,  could  he  have  felt  master 
of  himself,    and   been    able   to  indulge 
freely  all    his   extravagant   and   vicious 
propensities,  he  would  gladly  have  con- 
tributed to  the  prolongation  of  the  days 
of  an  indulgent   and  once  tenderly  be- 
loved  parent.     But  numerous   passions, 
so  lono'  and  so  indiscriminate! v  favored, 
and  blindly  followed,  now  loudly  called 
for  still  farther  gratification  ;  till  at  length 
his  guilty  thoughts  fixed  on  that  period 
when  he  should  acknowledge  no  censor 
or  master  but  his  own  depraved  wishes 
and  inclinations.     In    short,    sensuality 
was  the  centre  to  which   all  his  views 
tended ;    leaving    natural    affection  and 
disinterested  benevolence  to  occupy,  as 
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they  could,  a  wide  circumference. 
Aware,  in  the  mean  time,  of  his  critical 
situation,  as  well  relative  to  his  father  as 
to  Selwyn  and  Julia,  Lord  Carlmaine 
advanced,  in  his  love  and  in  his  projects, 
wdth  all  the  secrecy  and  caution  to  w^hich 
his  natural  ability,  and  often  exercised 
arts,  rendered  him  fully  equal ;  and  which, 
as  has  been  seen,^had  hitherto  secured 
him  from  detection,  and  almost  from 
suspicion. 


q3 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 


**  Bat,  'midst  the  throng  in  merry  masquerade 
Lurk  there  uo  hearts  that  throb  vvitli  secret  pain?" 

Byron. 


When  Frederick  arrived  in  town  from 
Oxford,  he  had  the  pleasure  to  find,  the 
first  time  he  saw  Lady  Maria  Carlraaine, 
that  the  condescending  notice  she  had  so 
obligingly  taken  of  him  in  Devonshire, 
was  not  the  mere  caprice  of  the  moment ; 
since  now,  though  often  surrounded  by 
the  gay  companions  of  her  brother,  or  her 
father's  friends,  she  still  distinguished 
him  with  kind  attention.  Frederick  was, 
for  his  age,  wise  and  learned,  but  cer- 
tainly not  in  the  ways  of  the  world,  or 
those  of  women.  While,  then,  his  youth- 
ful pride  and  self-complacency  were  ex- 
cited and  flattered  by  the  encouraging 
smiles  which,   when  she   really   chose, 
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were  ever  ready  to  grace  the  manner  and 
conversation  of  Lady  Maria,  he  saw  not, 
— or  his  untutored,  inexperienced,  mind 
understood  not, — the  gentle  approaches, 
the  soft  blandishments  of  love,  in  a  heart 
which  till  now  had  never  felt  its  influence. 
Yes,  the  haughty,  unbending  Maria, 
who,  rich  in  classic  lore,  had  looked 
down  with  cold  contempt  on  the  slaves 
or  objects  of  a  passion  which  so  often 
bewilders  the  senses,  overthrows  the  rea- 
son, debases  the  mind,  and  destroys  the 
peace  of  man  and  woman-kind  ; — Maria, 
who  unpitying  had  heard  the  tale,  or 
witnessed  the  bitter  effects,  of  unrequited, 
hopeless,  ill-fated,  or  despairing  love, 
had  at  last  learnt  to  know^  its  sting  and 
feel  its  powder.  The  fine  commanding 
form  and  manly  beauty  of  Frederick's 
person,  had  at  first  attracted  her  notice  : 
subsequent  intercourse  with  him  had 
discovered  the  enthusiasm  and  sensibility 
so  gracefully  blended  in  his  character; 
while  the  retiring  modesty  of  his  manner, 
«i4 
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contrasting  with  the  generous  fire  that 
sparkled  in  his  full  dark  eyes,  rendered 
him,  in  her  opinion,  a  being  of  irresistible 
fascination. 

Love  did  not,  however,  unopposed  es- 
tablish his  dominion  over  the  heart  of 
Lady  Maria  Carlmaine.  Pride,  shame, 
and  her  natural  love  of  independence, 
long  disputed  the  possession  ;  and,  though 
she  occasionally  indulged  in  all  the  pleas- 
ing reveries  so  peculiarly  belonging  to 
this  smiling  tyrant,  yet  still  she  main* 
tained  sufficient  authority  over  her  feel- 
ings to  veil  from  every  eye,  even  from 
Frederick's,  the  weakness  of  her  heart. 
These  were  very  arduous  struggles ;  for, 
how  forcible  is  the  power  of  Nature ! 
iiow  seldom  is  her  influence  long  sus- 
pended! Gratified,  however,  with  ob- 
serving that,  by  degrees,  the  power  of 
pleasing,  which,  though  so  rarely  exerted, 
she  knew  so  well  how  to  wield,  had 
conquered  the  timidity  of  Frederick,  and 
destroyed  or  lessened  the  awe  which  she 
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had  till  now  prided  herself  upon  inspir- 
ing ;  she  thought  she  could  be  satisfied 
to  extend  her  influence  no  farther  than  to 
excite  admiration  and  regard  in  a  young 
man,  so  formed  himself  to  inspire  similar 
sentiments. 

To  converse  with  him,  and  receive 
those  attentions  claimed  by  her  situation, 
and  which  his  native  politeness  and  fa- 
vourable dispositions  towards  her  made 
him  ever  ready  to  pay,  constituted  at 
(irst  all  her  wishes ;  but  soon  the  idea  of 
Frederick's  probable  attachment  to  Emma 
Dermont  awakened  her  to  a  more  just 
sense  of  her  own  feelings;  and  she  even 
condescended  to  resolve  to  contend  with 
this  puny  rival  for  the  heart  of  Frederick. 
Not  that  she  was  yet  so  completely  en- 
slaved by  her  growing  preference  as  to 
purpose  losing  so  entirely  all  respect  for 
her  noble  ancestry  and  rank  in  life,  as  to 
wish  to  unite  her  fate  with  that  of  an 
unknown,  perhaps  base-born,  youth. 
No!  the  same  pride  which,  combined 
q5 
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with  her  rising  love,  prompted  the  desire 
of  success  in  this  her  first  endeavour  to 
interest  the  lieart  of  man,  strongly  re- 
volted against  the  thought  of  such  de- 
basement. 

The  only  gratification  to  which  she 
allowed  herself  to  look  forward,  and 
which  so  well  accorded  with  the  domi- 
neering character  of  her  mind,  was  the 
pleasure  of  awakening  in  the  breast  of 
young  Lawrence  the  first  emotions  of  a 
lively  passion,  (for  she  would  not  dignify 
his  childish  tenderness  for  Emma  with 
that  appellation,)  and  enjoy  the  triumph 
without  endangering  her  own  liberty. 
While  thus  projecting  an  unfeeling  con- 
quest, she  saw  not  the  gulf  she  was 
opening  beneath  her  own  feet,  and  into 
which  she  was  blindly  precipitating  her 
steps. 

On  Frederick,  the  effect  produced  by 
the  exertion  of  her  secret,  delicate,  and 
fascinating  power,  was  indeed  admira- 
tion of  her  ability  and  engaging  manners, 
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and  a  grateful  wish,  in  his  turn,  to  prove 
himself  not  wholly  unw^orthy  of  her  con- 
descending goodness  ;  but  no  feeling  of 
a  more  tender  nature  towards  Lady 
Maria  approached  the  heart,  where  the 
sweet  image  of  Emma  occupied  every 
avenue.  Lady  Maria,  however,  saw  only 
the  progress  of  her  plans,  and  wdth  gra- 
tified vanity  anticipated  the  approaching 
subjugation  of  Frederick.  She  experi- 
enced much  vexation  on  learning  his 
intention  of  spending  great  part  of  his 
present  vacation  in  Mr.  Dermont's  fa- 
mily; an  arrangement  she  justly  con- 
ceived highly  inimical  to  her  own  views. 
It  was,  however,  what  she  had  no  pos- 
sible means  of  avoiding ;  and  was  there- 
fore compelled  to  submit  in  patience  and 
silence,  and  remit  to  a  future  opportunity 
the  progress  of  her  wishes,  trusting  that 
the  impression  she  had  already  made  on 
Frederick  would  not  be  easily  removed 
or  diminished. 

The  family  of  Lord  Ashmore  w^ere  re- 
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sident  in  town  at  the  house  of  a  lady  of 
distinction,  the  widow  of  a  general 
officer,  to  whom  tiiey  were  related.  Un* 
der  this  respectable  protection.  Lady 
Maria,  at  the  particular  wish  of  her  fa- 
ther, occasionally  entered  into  select  so- 
ciety; when  she  sometimes  prevailed  on 
Lady  Montrevor  to  permit  her  daughter 
and  Julia  to  be  of  the  party,  either  at  the 
Honorable  Mrs.  Baverstock's  own  house, 
or  that  of  her  friends,  where  she  kindly 
offered  to  introduce  them. 

These  scenes  were  highly  agreeable  to 
our  heroine,  who,  however  lovely  and 
happy  she  appeared,  and  really  was,  while 
administering  to  the  comforts  and  de- 
lights of  a  domestic  circle,  was  naturally 
formed  to  shine  in  and  enjoy  the  varied 
pleasures  of  a  more  extensive  sphere. 
And,  though  she  still  carried  to  the 
*'  midnight  revel  and  the  festive  show"  a 
heart  so  deeply  wounded  that  it  was  but 
half  her  own,  yet  native  pride,  (strong, 
but  very  different  in  its  nature  from  what 
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inflamed  the  bosom  of  Lady  Maria,)  and 
her  characteristic  disposition  to  happiness 
and  hilarity,  enabled  her  often  to  enjoy 
amusements  so  suited  to  her  age  and 
temper.  Julia  indeed,  in  the  best  and 
most  innocent  sense  of  the  expression, 
loved  pleasure, — was  formed  for  it, — and 
well  knew  how  to  inspire  it. 

Frederick  was  on  every  occasion  al- 
most her  shadow  ;  and,  ever  pleased  and 
confiding  in  his  company,  she  not  only 
heeded  not  the  assiduities  of  Lord 
Carlmaine,  offered  on  every  favorable 
and  safe  opportunity,  but  even  soon  felt 
almost  indifferent  to  the  uncertainty  she 
could  not  but  notice  in  the  manner  of 
Selwyn. 

This  excellent,  but  unhappy,  young 
man  still  struo-o-led  with  undiminished 
love,  restrained  only  by  the  conviction 
that  Carlmaine  was  beloved,  and  his  own 
a  hopeless  passion.  Notwithstanding 
this  belief,  which,  viewing  every  thing  as 
he  now  did  through  the  jaundiced  me- 
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dium  of  jealousy  and  despair,  gathered 
confirmation  from  every  trifling  and  con- 
stantly-occurring incident,  he  yet  had  not 
fortitude  to  withdraw  himself  from  a 
scene,  where,  though  all  that  was  passing 
was  galling  to  his  feelings,  yet  where  he 
could,  whenever  he  dare  trust  himself, 
contemplate  the  only  woman  who  ever 
had  been,  or  ever  would  be,  dear  to  him. 

Lord  Montrevor's  amendment  was  now 
so  rapid,  that  they  began  to  look  forward 
to  the  pleasure  of  a  speedy  removal  to 
Arlingham;  whose  air,  it  was  conjec- 
tured, would  complete  the  restoration  of 
his  health.  One  only  amusement  re- 
mained, of  which,  through  the  obliging 
politeness  of  Mrs.  Baverstock,  and  the 
good-humor  of  Lady  Maria,  (who  had 
of  late  greatly  advanced  in  the  favour  of 
the  family  in  Grosvenor-street,)  Julia 
had  not  partaken,  namely,  a  masquerade ; 
and  that  she,  consequently,  wished  at 
this  time  very  much  to  see. 

The  opportunity  of  gratifying  this  de-* 
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sire  now  offered.  Lady  Maria  and  her 
relation  brought,  one  morning,  tickets  for 
all  Lord  Montrever's  family  to  a  masked 
ball  given  by  the  Spanish  ambassador. 
Lady  Montrevor  at  first  wholly  declined 
them,  not  choosing  that  her  daughter 
and  Julia  should  join  in  an  amusement 
of  that  description,  unattended  by  her- 
self; but  Lord  Montrevor,  understanding 
her  scruples,  and  knowing  how  much 
Caroline  and  Julia  had  wished  to  see 
such  an  entertainment,  insisted  that  the 
tickets  should  be  accepted,  saying  that 
he  was  quite  well  enough  to  be  left  alone. 
Caroline  was  much  pleased  with  the  de« 
cision ;  Julia  kissed  his  hand  with 
thanks ;  and  Lady  Montrevor  consented 
to  what  appeared  the  general  wish. 

The  only  drawback  upon  the  promised 
pleasure  to  Miss  Lawrence  on  this  occa- 
sion, was  that  the  eventful  night  would 
not  arrive  till  after  the  departure  of  her 
brother  and  Mr,  Byngham.      She  had 
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tried  to  detain  them  another  week,  but 
had  not  succeeded  ;  so  she  could  only 
console  herself  with  the  certainty  of  hav- 
ing dear  Lady  Montrevor  with  her  for 
the  first  time  in  a  London  assembly; 
and,  having  assured  Frederick  he  might 
rely  on  a  detailed  account  of  all  that 
should  occur  on  this  grand  occasion, 
with  tearful  eyes  she  saw  him  depart, 
and  anxious  wishes  for  success  to  the 
object  of  a  journey  in  which  their  interest 
was  the  same.  ''  But,  happy  or  not  in 
your  views,  my  dearest  brother,"  said 
she,  hanging  affectionately  on  his  neck; 
'^  write,  and  tell  me  all  you  do,  and  hear, 
and  think;  and  remember  that,  if  we 
are  doomed  never  to  discover  any  one  to 
share  our  natural  love,  we  must  only 
cling  the  closer  to  each  other:  and,  in- 
deed, Frederick,  were  it  not  for  the  opi- 
nion of  the  world,  I  often  think  your 
kindness  would  be  all-sufficient  for  my 
happiness." 
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He  answered  these  expressions  of  af- 
fection with  corresponding  warmth,  and 
left  her  with  more  than  his  usual  reluc- 
tance. 

At  the  projected  ball  given  by  the  noble 
foreigner,  it  was  expected  that  all  should 
appear  not  only  masked,  but  in  charac- 
ters ;  and,  after  many  animated  discus- 
sions, it  was  settled  that  the  three  ladies, 
attended  by  Edward,  should  go  as  a 
group  of  ancient  Spanish  itinerant  musi- 
cians. Ursula,  who  was  commander  in 
chief  in  the  important  business  of  pre- 
paration, discarding  all  her  aches  and 
complaints,  exerted  her  ingenuity  and 
memory  to  their  utmost  to  furnish  ap- 
propriate dresses,  in  which  it  was  her 
delight  to  blend  the  Spanish  and  Moorish 
costumes. 

Luckily,  Miss  Montrevor  could  play 
on  the  lute,  Julia  on  the  guitar,  and 
Edward  on  the  flute ;  while  Lady  Mon- 
trevor, whose  voice  had  lost  little  of  its 
tone  or  sweetness,  could  join  in  the  vocal 
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part:  thus,  as  Julia  said,  they  would 
make  a  very  charming  group. 

Lady  Montrevor  was  dressed  as  a 
Spanish  matron  of  the  middle  rank,  and 
her  two  daughters  in  loose  Turkish 
dresses,  with  braided  hair  and  small  caps 
ornamented  with  flowers ;  over  which 
fell  a  black  embroidered  veil,  which  ex- 
posed or  covered  the  face  at  pleasure, 
and  was  easily  thrown  back  to  permit 
the  exercise  of  their  talents,  Edward 
wore  a  Spanish  cloak,  &c.  with  a  Moorish 
turban. 

Every  thing:  succeeded  beyond  the 
high-raised  expectations  of  Lady  Mon- 
trevor's  youthful  party.  The  taste  and 
sweetness  with  which  some  of  the  most 
beautiful  airs  and  poetic  romances,  once 
so  admired  both  by  the  Spaniaijd  and 
Moor,  were  executed  and  accompanied, 
drew  crowds  round  the  pleased  and 
lovely  performers  ;  whose  secret  was  so 
well  preserved  that  they  had  reason  to 
believe  they   were  not  even  known  to 
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Lady  Maria  Carlmaine,  till  they  chose 
to  discover  themselves.  Her  ladyship, 
whose  heart  was  not  interested  in  the 
scene,  and  wishing  to  escape  all  unne- 
cessary trouble,  had  chosen  the  religious 
habit  of  an  Italian  novice ;  having  per- 
suaded Mrs.  Baverstock  to  accompany 
her  in  the  hackneyed  character  of  a  lady 
abbess. 

A  fine  figure,  whose  grace  and  dignity 
displayed  to  great  advantage  the  splen- 
did robes  and  ornaments  of  a  turbaned 
monarch,  was  greatly  attracted  by  the 
fair  musicians ;  as  was  a  sibyl,  who  ho- 
vered round  them,  vainly  offering  for  sale 
her  mystic  books.  Julia,  on  whom  they 
were  particularly  pressed,  answered, 
'^  Alas !  my  friend,  the  time  is  gone  by 
when  your  sacred  leaves  could  have  been 
serviceable  to  Rome ;  and  to  us,  unless 
you  can  get  them  set  to  music,  they 
J  -would  be  equally  useless." 

The  sibyl  stretched  forth  her  hands, 
and  solemnly  exclaimed — 
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"  Rome's  scepterM  monarch,  whom  I  sought  to  warn, 
Indignant  heard;  and  sigh'd,  alas!  too  late: 

Thy  virgin  fears  my  care  would  now  alarm  ; 
Then  trust  a  sibyl  with  an  angel's  fate." 

^^  Away,  old  hag !"  cried  the  sultan  ; 
*'  or,  by  the  Prophet,  thou  and  thy  scrolls 
shall  blaze  for  our  amusement." 

''  Well  mayst  thou  wish  to  consume 
truths  ungrateful  to  the  ear  of  tyranny  ;" 
replied  the  sibyl :  ''  but  take  heed  lest 
they  reach  even  the  steps  of  thy  unhal- 
lowed throne,  and  strike  the  hearts  of 
those  who  now  look  up  to  thee  with  re- 
verence." 

On  ending  these  words  she  withdrew, 
and  was  lost  in  the  numerous  assemblage, 
where  the  sultan's  eyes  in  vain  pursued 
her,  wounded  by  the  words  she  had  ut- 
tered. A  Portuguese  Jew  now  joined 
the  Mahometan  sovereign,  just  as  a  pert 
overgrown  spoilt  child  snatched  at  a 
string  round  Julia's  neck,  asking  if  it 
was  the  picture  of  her  lover.  The  slender 
cord  broke,  and  the  precious  relic,  she 
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prized  so  highly,  flew  to  a  considerable 
distance  on  the  ground.  Our  heroine's 
distress  and  agitation  were  so  unfeigned 
that  all  who  were  near  her  immediately 
joined  in  the  search.  In  a  short  time  the 
Jew  proved  the  lucky  finder,  and,  after 
attentively  examining  it,  he  presented  it 
to  her,  saying — ^'  A  broken  heart,  fair 
Donna,  is  but  a  bad  property  for  you, 
and  can  be  worth  little  to  any  one  else ; 
but,  if  you  are  inclined  to  part  with  it,  I 
will  give  you  the  full  value  of  it." 

JuUa,  eagerly  seizing  her  treasure, 
assured  him  that  the  riches  of  his  whole 
synagogue  could  not  purchase  it.  Lady 
Montrevor  then  withdrew  with  her  party 
to  a  more  retired  apartment ;  where 
Julia,  dreading  the  loss  of  her  precious 
trinket,  again  passed  the  ribbon  through 
it,  and,  uniting  the  broken  ends,  depo- 
sited it  so  carefully  in  her  bosom,  that  it 
could  not  possibly  attract  the  notice  of 
any  one. 

Edward    and    Caroline   had,    at   the 
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commencement  of  the  evening,  positively 
declared  the  sultan  was  Lord  Carlmaine. 
Lady  Montrevor  observed  that,  he  and 
his  cousin  being  of  nearly  the  same 
height  and  shape,  she  could  not  deter- 
mine ;  as,  whichever  it  was,  he  had  per^ 
severed  most  successfully  in  disguising 
his  voice.  Having,  however,  noticed  his 
attention  to  Julia,  she  secretly  hoped  it 
was  Selwyn.  Julia  also  flattered  herself 
with  the  same  belief,  and  afterwards  took 
an  opportunity  of  asking  Lady  Maria 
what  character  her  brother  had  chosen  ; 
when  she  was  mortified  by  the  signifi- 
cant smile  with  which  her  ladyship  as- 
sured her  that  she  was  not  in  his  con- 
fidence. 

A  smart  attorney's  clerk  now  suddenly 
approached  from  behind,  with  a  bag  on 
his  arm,  his  hands  filled  with  parch- 
ments, and  a  pen  stuck  behind  his  ear  ; 
declarino'  that  he  had  so  much  business 
that  he  could  find  time  neither  to  talk, 
eat,  or  sleep ;  yet  still  importuning  the 
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ladies  to  furnish  him  with  another  job. 
"  Your  settlement  is  nearly  engrossed  ;" 
he  whispered  to  Caroline :  then  turning 
to  Julia,  he  said,  *'  Will  you,  too,  not 
patronize  the  law,  fair  lady?  Come,  a 
few  hints,  and  all  shall  be  settled  as 
quickly  as  you  can  wish.  A  handsome 
fee  always  sharpens  the  point  of  ray  pea 
as  well  as  ray  wit ;  and  away  they  both 
scamper  in  the  service  of  the  ladies,  and 
never  stop  till  all  is  signed,  sealed,  and 
delivered." 

"  I  am  the  match-raaker,"  cried  an 
old  woman,  with  a  basket  of  matches 
under  her  arm  :  ''  lawyers  extinguish 
many  flames,  and  light  none  but  those  of 
discord.  Come  to  me,  ray  pretty  ladies 
and  gentleraen  ;  I  can  kindle  warmth  and 
flame  at  pleasure :  give  me  but  the  right 
materials,  and  I  will  make  as  many 
matches  as  you  please." 

The  lawyer  was  still  canvassing  for 
business,  when  the  company  was  sum- 
moned to  supper:  he  then,  in  a  voice 
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with  which  she  was  well  acquainted,  of- 
fered to  conduct  Lady  Montrevor  to  the 
apartment  where  it  was  prepared.     She 
accepted  his  services  ;  and  Edward  fol- 
lowed with  Caroline  and  Julia.     As  they 
quitted  the  room,  the  latter  asked  young 
Byngham  if  he  could  tell  her  who  that 
Jew  was,  whom  she  had  remarked  fol- 
lowing, and  apparently  watching  them. 
Edward  said  he  had  not  the  least  know- 
ledge of  him  ;  and,  telling  her  to  keep 
close,    endeavoured    to   make   his    way 
through  the  crowd,  which  was  very  great. 
At  length,  after  some  alarm  and  diffi- 
culty, Julia  found  herself  safely  seated, 
only  separated  from  Lady  Montrevor  by 
the  lawyer,  who,  to  her  surprise,  on  re- 
moving his  mask,  she  discovered  to  be 
Lord  Carlmaine. 

Julia,  now  more  than  ever  disposed  to 
believe  she  had  rightly  guessed  Selwyn's 
character,  looked  anxiously  down  each 
^ide  of  the  table  for  the  sultan  ;  but  no 
.sparkling  gem-bestudded  turban  struck 
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lier  wandering  eyes,  which,  returning  to 
their  own  immediate  neighbourhood, 
rested  on  the  meagre  visage,  sallow  cheek, 
scowling  brow,  and  curled  lip,  of  the  Jew. 
He  sat  immediately  opposite  her,  and,  as 
she  thought,  frequently  examined  her  with 
penetrating  and  almost  malignant  looks, 
stolen  from  beneath  his  deep  and  sable 
lashes. 

Julia  vainly  endeavoured  to  avert  her 
eyes  from  a  face  so  unusually  displeasing : 
they  still  constantly  and  involuntarily  re- 
turned to  fix  on  an  object  that  filled  her 
with  uncomfortable  feelings ;  and  who, 
she  almost  fancied,  seemed  to  compre- 
hend and  enjoy  the  uneasy  sensations  his 
observation  excited. 

Lord  Carlmaine  was  more  animated 
and  agreeable  than  ever ;  but  his  lively 
sallies  failed  to  amuse  the  only  one  for 
whom  they  were  intended.  Julia's  heart 
at  this  time  was  closed  more  than,  per- 
haps, it  had  ever  been  against  pleasure. 
She  repeated   to   herself,  and    to  Lady 

VOL.  n.  R 
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Montrevor  also,  on  being  questioned, 
that  the  cause  of  the  depression  her  spi- 
rits had  sustained,  was,  first,  her  agita- 
tion about  the  trinket  she  had  so  nearly 
lost,  and  afterwards  by  the  disagreeable 
Jew;  when,  in  reality,  the  disappoint- 
ment she  experienced  at  not  having  again 
seen  the  sultan  had  a  very  considerable 
share  in  depriving  her  of  her  usual  vi- 
vacity. 

Heartily  glad  was  our  poor  heroine 
when  the  conclusion  of  supper  permitted 
her  to  leave  a  seat  which  she  had  found 
so  peculiarly  disagreeable.  Before  they 
rose  from  table,  Lord  Carlmaine  had 
earnestly  solicited  the  honor  of  her  hand 
in  the  dance  that  was  about  to  com- 
mence, and  in  which  the  masks  were 
again  to  be  resumed ;  but  she  told  him 
she  did  not  think  she  should  dance  at  all, 
and  he  withdrew,  much  mortified.  Al- 
most immediately  on  entering  the  ball- 
room, she  was  addressed  by  the  sibyl, 
who,    again    offering    her     diminished 
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leaves,  pronounced,  in  a  tone  of  solemn 
incantation,  these  lines : 

"  Virgin  fair!  these  leaves  unfold: 
Virgin  bright !  their  truths  explore, 
Drawn  from  wisdom's  sacred  lore, 

Far  surpassing  purest  gold. 
The  God's  dread  myst'ries  dare  to  brave  ; 
Buy  them  while  they've  power  to  save. 

Julia  was  struck  by  the  earnest  man- 
ner which  accompanied  the  words,  and 
was  preparing  to  answer ;  when,  in  a 
distant  part  of  the  room,  she  beheld  the 
so- much- wished -for  turban,  and  imme- 
diately saying  to  Caroline,  "  Let  us 
move  on, — I  see  the  sultan  ;"  hastily 
quitted  the  importunate,  disappointed 
sibyl.  The  Eastern  monarch  met  the 
advancing  party,  when  Julia  instantly 
felt  her  spirits  revive ;  and,  while  she 
silently  enjoyed  the  officious  but  delicate 
attention  he  paid  her,  fully  convinced  it 
could  be  no  other  than  Selwyn,  she  suf- 
fered all  her  late  suppressed  tenderness  to 
reinstate  itself  in  her  heart.  Her  own 
r2 
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pride  and  resentment,  as  well  as  the  in- 
consistency of  his  late  behaviour,  were 
all  forgotten  ;  and,  yielding  to  the  de- 
lightful idea  which  suddenly  possessed 
her  mind  that  she  was  still  the  object  of 
his  tenderness,  she  thought  only  of  en- 
joying the  smiling  present. 

To  the  first  expression  of  his  wish  to 
dance  with  her  she  readily  assented,  and, 
as  she  felt  his  hand  tremble  while  lead- 
ing her  to  join  the  joyous  set,  her  own 
partook  of  his  emotion.  In  the  pleased 
confusion  of  her  thoughts  and  feelings,  it 
never  once  occurred  to  her,  till  the  con- 
clusion of  the  dance,  that  she  had  been 
guilty  of  a  gross  incivility  to  Lord 
Carlmaine,  by  accepting  a  partner,  after 
having  so  positively  refused  him  She 
now,  however,  hastened  to  impart  her 
thoughtlessness  and  dilemma  to  Lady 
Montrevor  ;  who,  though  somewhat  vex- 
ed at  her  want  of  recollection  and  dis- 
cretion,  was   nevertheless   well   pleased 
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that  Selwyn   was  the  person  for  whom 
Lord  Carlmaine  had  been  shghted. 

Flattering  herself,  therefore,  with  the 
possibility  that  the  former  might  still  be 
led  to  entertain  serious  views  respect- 
ing her  beloved  Julia^  she  willingly 
undertook  to  make  her  excuses  to  Lord 
Carlmaine ;  with  whom  Julia  readily 
consented  to  dance,  at  any  time  in  the 
coui^  of  the  evening,  if  he  still  conde- 
scended to  wish  it.  Mrs.  Baverstock, 
and  the  gentlemen  of  the  party,  now 
coming  up,  Edward  was  dispatched  in 
search  of  the  lawyer. 

Though  the  sultan  still  persisted  in 
his  concealment,  and  in  maintaining  a 
feigned  voice,  with  wonderful  persever- 
ance, all  his  particular  friends  and  ac- 
quaintances doubted  not  that  they  had, 
by  their  own  penetration,  or  the  hints  of 
the  active  limb  of  the  law,  discovered 
him,  through  his  Oriental  disguise,  to  be 
Selwyn ;  and  thus  no  opposition  was 
offered  to  his  attaching  himself,  during 
r3 
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the  remainder  of  the  evening,  to  the 
Spanish  group.  Content  with  the  con- 
viction that  it  was  Selwyn  with  whom  she 
danced,  conversed,  and  sauntered  throu^i 
the  motley  throng,  Julia  humoured  in 
some  degree  his  fancy,  and  generally  ad- 
dressed him  according-  to  his  assumed 
character,  excepting  once,  when,  per- 
ceiving the  sibyl  at  a  little  distance, 
thoughtfully  leaning  against  a  pillar  that 
was  encircled  with  wreaths  of  flowers, 
she  suddenly  exclaimed — ^^  Pray,  Mr. 
Selwyn,  do  tell  me  who  that  is  who  hais 
so  repeatedly  pressed  on  me  what  was  of 
old  refused  by  Tarquin?" 

"  I  have  not  been  able  to  find  her 
out;"  replied  the  sultan.  "  But  say, 
thou  fairest  of  Spain's  dark-eyed  maids, 
you  think  you  know  meV'i 

"  Yes  ;"  returned  Julia,  with  some 
hesitation  and  confusion  :  '^  I  discovered 
you  almost  the  first  minute  you  spoke  to 
us,  though  Miss  Montrover  and  Edward 
thought  you  were  Lord  Carlmaine.  Now, 
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however,  the  secret  is  no  longer  one  for 
any  of  us.  His  lordship  makes  an  excel- 
lent lawyer.  But  now,"  she  continued, 
lowering  her  voice,  and  looking  fearfully 
around  her,  "  do  observe  that  tall, 
stalking  figure,  in  the  habit  of  a  Portu- 
guese Jew.  His  mask,  ugly  as  it  is,  is 
not  half  so  horrible  as  the  features  nature 
has  given  him.  Can  you  tell  me  who  he 
is?" 

"  Yes,  I  know  him  well,"  returned  the 
Turk ;  ^^  he  is  a  Spaniard  of  distinction, 
with  whom  my  cousin  and  I  were  ac- 
quainted abroad.  He  is  besides,  I  sus- 
pect, an  admirer  of  yours." 

"  An  admirer  of  mine !"  cried  Julia, 
shuddering,  and  involuntarily  turning  her 
steps  to  another  part  of  the  room. 

*^  Yes,"  said  the  sultan  ;  "  he  tells  me 
he  sat  near  you  at  supper  ;  and  has  been 
asking  a  thousand  questions  about  you, 
adding  expressions  of  just  admiration, 
which  I  must  not  venture  to  repeat." 

Julia  apologized  for  speaking  so  freely 
r4 
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of  an  acquaintance  of  his  ;  but  he  per- 
fectly agreed  with  her  in  the  justice  of 
her  remarks  of  his  appearance,  which  he 
acknowledged  was  certainly  very  unpre- 
possessing. 

During  this  conversation,  the  Jew  had 
still  followed,  and  Julia  had  still  advanced 
to  avoid  him,  till  she  suddenly  perceived 
she  was  wholly  separated  from  her  party. 
She  earnestly  expressed  her  concern  at 
this  circumstance,  and,  turning  back, 
hurried  successively  through  the  long 
suite  of  rooms  in  search  of  Lady  Mon- 
trevor,  guarded  by  the  Turkish  cimeter 
of  her  royal  attendant.  The  sibyl  fre- 
quently crossed  her  path;  but,  though 
she  wished  to  see  more  of  her,  this  was 
no  time  for  sibylline  verses,  and  she 
hastened  forwards.  At  length,  oppressed 
with  heat,  and  agitated  by  the  novelty  of 
a  situation  which  excited  an  undefined 
sense  of  impropriety,  she  grew  faint,  and, 
her  legs  beginning  to  tremble,  she  was 
obliged  to  accept  the  support  of  her  com- 
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pan  ion's  arm  ;  who,  perceiving  she  could 
scarcely  walk,  earnestly  entreated  she 
would  allow  him  to  conduct  her  to  one 
of  the  several  adjoining  rooms,  where 
she  would  find  refreshments  and  a  purer 
air.  She  resisted  the  proposal,  till,  by 
increasing  anxiety  and  fatigue,  being  li- 
terally ready  to  sink,  she  was  under  the 
necessity  of  submitting. 

Supported  and  almost  drawn  by  the 
sultan,  she  entered  a  small  room,  where 
several  ladies  and  gentlemen,  disencum- 
bered of  their  masks,  were  sitting,  or 
walking  about.  Julia  had  scarcely  reach- 
ed a  sofa,  when  she  completely  fainted 
away.  She  knew  not  how  long  she  re- 
mained in  a  state  of  insensibility;  but 
the  first  object  that  struck  her  opening 
eyes  was  the  back  of  the  Jew,  who  was 
hastily  retreating  through  an  opposite 
door.  The  sultan  stood  near  her;  and 
every  possible  restorative  was  adminis- 
tered by  two  ladies,  who  withdrew  as 
soon  as  they  perceived  Julia  was  reco- 
r5 
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vering.     Immediately  rising  with  an  in-  ( 
tent    to   return   to   the    ball-room,   her 
strength     again    failed,    and    she    was 
obliged  to  reseat  herself. 

Her  companion  occupied  part  of  the 
sofa,  and  had  taken  one  of  her  almost 
lifeless  hands ;  and  in  that  attitude  was 
intently  gazing  upon  her,  as  he  presented 
a  glass  of  water;  while  Julia,  scarcely 
more  than  half-conscious  of  her  exist- 
ence, and  with  her  eyes  fixed  upon  the 
ground,  awaited  in  silent  agitation  her 
slow-returning  strength.  At  that  instant 
the  sibyl  hastily  entered,  and,  stopping 
on  a  sudden  before  the  sofa,  franticly 
tore  the  mystic  leaves,  and,  strewing 
them  about  the  ground,  exclaimed — 

"  Thus,  scalter'd  by  rude  Boreas'  blast, 

Weak  man's  vain  wishes  lie : 
The  hour  of  doubt  at  length  is  past ; 

From  thee — from  joy,  I  fly." 

'*  Selwyn,  by  heaven  !"  vociferated  the 
enraged  sultan,  starting  from  the  couch. 
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*'  Then,  merciful  Powers!  who  are 
you  ?"  cried  Julia,  in  a  tone  of  horror  and 
amazement. 

"  One  who  adores — has  long  most 
passionately  adored  you,  Julia ;"  replied 
a  voice  at  which  she  turned  still  paler 
than  before  ;  at  the  same  time  adding,  as 
he  dropped  his  mask,  and  Lord  Carlmaine 
stood  confessed,  grasping  her  hand, 
which  she  struggled  to  withdraw, — "Nay, 
you  must — you  shall  hear  me.  This 
night  my  soul  has  experienced  all  the 
torments  of  the  furies ;  and  now  it  seeks 
— it  pants  for  some  alleviation.  Tell  me 
my  jealous  fears  are  groundless:  tell  me 
Selwyn — that  treacherous  friend,  with 
whom  I  trusted  my  secret, — has  no  power 
over  a  heart,  for  which  I  would  barter 
fame,  happiness,  and  life  itself.  Oh! 
Julia,  say  you  will  approve  my  love,  and 
I  am  your  slave  for  ever." 

Selwyn,  whose  agitated  voice  as  the 
sibyl  had  betrayed  him,  had  retired  so 
precipitately  that  he  heard  nothing  but 
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his  cousin's  exclamation ;  and  no  one 
now  remained  in  the  room  but  Lord 
Carlmaine  and  Julia. 

The  latter,  gaining  a  temporary  cou- 
rage from  her  alarming  situation,  ex- 
claimed, in  a  haughty  and  peremptory 
voice, — ^'  Unhand  me  this  moment,  my 
lord,  and  let  me  join  my  friends.  I 
perceive  that  accident,  and  an  unfortu- 
nate mistake  on  my  part,  have  exposed 
me  to  the  humihating  address  of  a  man, 
whom  intoxication  has  deprived  of 
reason." 

''  No ;"  answered  his  lordship,  still 
detaining  her,  and  with  bitter  emphasis, 
*'  it  is  the  mistake  which  you  allude  to 
that  has  disturbed  my  reason.  You  have, 
I  now  suspect,  played  me  most  inhumanly 
false — you  have  deceived  me.  You  must 
long  have  known  my  sentiments  ;  and 
this  night,  when  I  believed  you  favour- 
able to  my  hopes,  I  am  insulted,  and 
made  to  owe  even  your  hand  in  the 
dance,  and  the  privilege   of  attending 


CONCEALMENT.  373 

you,  solely  to  your  belief  that  Selwyn  was 
concealed  beneath  this  diso^uise.  But 
think  not,  proud  girl  !  that  I  will  tamely 
see  him  supplant  me,  where  I  once 
thought  myself  successful.  No !  my  re- 
venge and  jealousy  shall  pursue  him  to 
the  farthest  corner  of  the  globe,  and  force 
him  to  resign  his  views,  and  foreswear 
the  vows  he  may  have  made  you." 

"  You  rave,  Lord  Carlmaine ;"  said 
Juha.  "  Mr.  Selwyn,  on  my  honour, 
never  made  any  professions  to  me ;  nor 
does  he  feel  the  sentiments  you  so  strange- 
ly impute  to  him." 

'*  Add,  also,  that  you  regard  not — you 
love  him  not,"  hastily  rejoined  his  lord- 
sWp  ;  "  and  I  may  yet  pardon  the  injury 
he  has  done  me." 

But  Julia's  pride  and  delicacy,  which 
had  yielded  for  a  moment  to  the  timidity 
of  her  sex,  and  the  dread  of  some  despe- 
rate act  on  the  part  of  Lord  Carlmaine, 
now  returned  with  native  strength  ;  and, 
with  resentful  and  contemptuous  indig- 
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nation,  she  answered, — '•^  Surely  your 
lordship's  senses  have  forsaken  you,  or 
you  would  not  assume  the  right  thus  to 
question  me.  Truth,  and  the  apprehen- 
sion of  the  consequences  of  your  mad 
passion,  induced  me  to  set  you  right  in 
one  particular  ;  but  fancy  not  that  I  will 
condescend  to  answer  farther  questions. 
To-morrow,  when  your  reason  is  restored, 
I  have  friends,  thank  Heaven  !  who  will 
meet  your  inquiries,  and  make  you 
ashamed  of  the  unworthy  advantage  you 
have  taken  of  the  accident  which  placed 
me  defenceless  in  your  power." 

As  she  ended  these  words,  she  suddenly 
released  herself  from  the  slackened  hold 
of  Carlmaine,  and  darted  towards  the 
door,  at  the  entrance  of  which  she  was 
met  by  Lady  Montrevor,  Caroline,  and 
Edward.  She  hastily  grasped  the  arm 
of  the  former,  and  in  hurried  accents 
prayed  instantly  to  return  home.  Her 
ladyship,  alarmed  by  her  manner,  im- 
mediately led  her  to  the  hall,  without 
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asking  any  questions  ;  and,  the  carriage 
being  fortunately  at  the  door,  they  soon 
reached  home  ;  Julia  having  simply  said 
she  had  been  much  alarmed  at  finding 
she  had  lost  her  friends  in  the  crowd. 

Lady  Montrevor,  during  the  short 
drive,  was  a  prey  to  great  anxiety ;  and, 
on  descending  from  the  carriage,  hastily 
retired  with  Julia  to  her  chamber,  ear- 
nestly inquiring  what  had  happened  to 
occasion  the  alarm  and  agitation  so  visi- 
ble in  her  appearance.  Julia  could  at 
first  only  answer  by  throwing  herself 
into  her  ladyship's  arms,  and  shedding  a 
deluge  of  tears  upon  her  maternal  bosom. 
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CHAPTER  XV. 


"  It  is  jealousy's  peculiar  nature 
To  swell  small  things  to  great;  nay,  out  of  nought 
To  conjure  much ;  and  then  to  lose  its  reason 
Amid  the  hideous  phantoms  it  has  form'd."— Young. 


Selywn  had  gone  a  few  miles  out  of 
town  some  time  before  the  Embassador's 
entertainment,  not  feeling  any  inclination 
to  join  in  a  scene  for  which  the  uneasi- 
ness of  his  mind  so  wholly  unfitted  him. 
In  this  excursion,  one  of  those  accidents 
occurred  which  occasionally  seem  di- 
rected by  especial  command;  brought 
him  acquainted  with  a  dark  proof  of  the 
artful  profligacy  of  Lord  Carlmaine,  in 
the  very  recent  seduction  of  a  young 
creature,  far  removed  above  the  usual 
objects  of  lawless  pursuit. 

In  addition  to  the  shock  the  correct 
and  honourable  principles  of  Selwyn  sus- 
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tained  at  this  display  of  moral  turpitude, 
his  faith  began  to  stagger  respecting  the 
stabiHty,  if  not  the  honour,  of  his  cousin's 
intentions  towards  Julia  ;  and,  trembling 
for  the  happiness  of  one  so  dear  to  him, 
he  resolved  to  return  near  her,  and  with 
increased  attention  scrutinize  both  her 
conduct  and  Lord  Carluiaine's  ;  when, 
if  he  found  reason  to  suspect  that  her 
happiness  was  in  danger,  he  would  call 
upon  his  lordship  for  a  farther  explana- 
tion of  his  intentions  ;  and,  should  his 
declarations  respecting  Miss  Lawrence 
not  be  perfectly  satisfactory,  he  would 
awaken  Lady  Montrevor's  and  Mr. 
Byngham's  attention  to  the  subject.  At 
the  approaching  masquerade,  he  thought 
circumstances  and  opportunities  might 
arise  to  facilitate  the  investigation  he  me- 
ditated ;  or,  if  not,  he  might,  unknown, 
enjoy  the  pleasure  of  addressing  and 
watching  Julia.  Thither,  therefore,  he 
secretly  went ;  having  chosen  the  charac- 
ter of  a  sibyl,  as  one,   perhaps,  better 


378  CONCEALMENT. 

calculated    than  any  other  to   disguise 
him. 

Immediately  on  entering  the  room;  he 
recognized  Lord  Carlmaine  ;  and  almost 
as  soon  the  eye  of  love  discovered  the 
party  in  whom  he  was  interested.  Wish- 
ing to  attract  the  attention  of  Julia  in  a 
manner  to  give  him  an  opportunity  of 
putting  her  rather  upon  her  guard  re- 
specting Lord  Carlmaine,  he  addressed 
to  her  the  few  lines  he  had  hastily  ar- 
ranged for  the  purpose. 

He  was  torn  by  jealousy  on  seeing  the 
confiding  manner  in  which  Julia  received 
the  assiduities  of  the  sultan,  and  burnt 
with  indignation  at  the  reply  made  to 
him  by  the  latter.  During  supper  was 
the  only  time  in  which  he  had  lost  sight 
of  Julia;  and  he  had  not  been  aware  of 
Lord  Carlmaine's  change  of  dress.  When 
the  company  returned  to  the  ball-room, 
finding  her  for  the  first  time  unaccom- 
panied by  the  sultan,  he  again  endea- 
voured to  attract  her  notice.     But  at  the 
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moment  when  he  flattered  himself  that 
he  had  fixed  her  attention,  he  perceived 
her  agitation  in  spite  of  her  mask,  and 
distinctly  heard  her  urge  Miss  Montrevor 
to  advance,  as  she  could  discover  the 
sultan !  This  open  avowal  to  Caroline 
of  the  interest  excited  by  the  Turk, 
whom  Selwyn  well  knew  Edward  and 
Miss  Montrevor  had  declared  to  be  Lord 
Carlmaine  at  the  commencement  of  the 
evening,  convinced  him  that  no  doubt  his 
lordship's  pretensions  to  Miss  Lawrence's 
favour  were  at  length  known  and  sanc- 
tioned by  her  friends  ;  a  belief,  in  which 
he  was  afterwards  confirmed  by  the 
pointed  attention  shown  him  by  Lady 
Montrevor.  And  if  he  had  before  some- 
what doubted  the  nature  of  Julia's  sen- 
timents towards  Lord  Carlmaine,  he  now 
read  them  distinctly  in  the  happy  ex- 
pression of  her  countenance,  whenever 
the  heat  of  the  room  induced  her  to  re- 
move her  mask,  and  in  the  light  appear- 
ance of  joy  and  ease  with  which  she 
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danced  with  him,  or  wandered  through 
the  noisy  scene,  attended  only  by  her 
sultan. 

Unwilling  to  unmask,  Selvvyn  had 
avoided  sitting  down  to  supper,  and  re- 
mained in  the  ball-room,  a  prey  to  the 
most  mortifying  sensations  ;  not  doubting 
that  during  this  time  the  favoured  sultan 
was  enjoying  the  countenance  of  Lady 
Montrevor  and  the  society  of  Julia.  All 
that  afterwards  occurred  tended  fully  to 
confirm  his  belief  that  Lord  Carlmaine 
had  not  deceived  himself  or  him  (Selwyn) 
respecting  Julia's  sentiments,  of  which 
there  now  appeared  no  doubt. 

It  was  also  evident,  he  thought,  that 
Lady  Montrevor  and  Mr.  Byngham  must 
be  acquainted  with  them.  Thus  Selwyn 
felt  assured  that  the  interest  and  happi- 
ness of  the  lovely  girl  needed  not  his  in- 
terference or  solicitude ;  and  he  resolved, 
if  possible,  after  this  night  to  think  of  her 
no  more. 

He  saw  Julia  and  Lord   Carlmaine 
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enter  the  room  for  refreshments  together, 
and  for  some  time  debated  in  his  own 
mind  if  it  were  not  impertinent,  as  well 
as  useless,  to  follow  them.  It  was  now 
too  late  for  any  warning  to  be  serviceable 
to  Julia,  as,  from  all  he  had  remarked 
this  night,  he  concluded  the  business 
must  be  completely  settled.  He  had 
during  the  whole  evening  escaped  disco- 
very. Lord  Carlmaine  believed  him  out 
of  town  ;  and  Selwyn,  yielding  to  the 
wish  of  again  seeing  the  beloved  woman 
he  was  now  convinced  he  must  resign 
for  ever,  and  trusting  to  the  disguise 
which  had  hitherto  so  well  concealed 
him,  he  once  more  stood  before  her,  and 
uttered  the  remaining  meditated  lines, 
more  expressive  of  his  own  feelings  than 
his  assumed  character. 

Finding  he  was  discovered,  he  in- 
stantly quitted  the  house ;  and,  on  reach- 
ing his  lodgings,  wrote  the  following 
note  to  his  cousin  : — 
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'^  DEAR  CARLMAINE, 

^'  I  know  not  what  may  be  your  suspi- 
cions ;  but  I  will  not  hesitate  to  say,  that 
your  conduct  has  of  late  been  too  myste- 
rious, in  spite  of  your  alledged  reasons, 
to  make  me  quite  easy  about  Miss 
Lawrence.  If  you  feel  indignant  at  this 
implication  of  a  doubt  of  your  honor  or 
constancy,  know  that  I  have  accidentally 
become  acquainted  with  the  parents  of 
Nancy  Wilmot ;  and,  you  must  confess, 
I  have  some  grounds  for  suspecting  the 
rectitude  of  your  principles.  What  I 
have  seen  to  night,  however,  convinces 
me  your  views  are  known  and  sanctioned 
by  all  concerned  ;  and  I  can  only  hope 
that  the  regularity  of  your  future  conduct 
may  prove  the  sincerity  of  your  affection, 
and  teach  you  to  respect  the  virtues  and 
happiness  of  the  amiable  young  woman 
who  confides  in  your  love. 

''  I  set  off  immediately  for  Wales ;  and 
it  will  probably  be  long  before  we  meet 
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again,  as  I  purpose  soon  leaving  England 
for  some  years.     With  every  w^ish  for 
your  happiness,  and  those  dear  to  you, 
"  I  am,  dear  Carlmaine, 

''  Yours  truly, 
*'  Adolphus  Selwyn." 

Selwyn  was  in  the  act  of  delivering 
this  note  to  a  servant,  w^hen  he  received 
the  following : 

^'  DEAR  ADOLPHUS, 

"  I  wave  every  consideration  to  com- 
municate intelligence  which  will,  no 
doubt,  shock  you  nearly  as  much  as  it 
has  done  me.  On  my  return,  an  hour 
ago,  from  the  Embassador's,  I  found  my 
father  a  corpse ;  having  expired,  ten 
minutes  before,  in  a  fit  of  Apoplexy. 
Every  proper  attention  and  skill  were  of 
course  exerted.  I  am  scarcely  recovered 
from  the  effect  of  so  sudden  and  dread- 
ful an  event ;  but,  while  I  thank  heaven 
that  I  never  did  any  thing  seriously  to 
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offend  my  father,  and  that  he  died  in  the 
pleasing  delusion,  that  he  should  be  able 
to  prevail  on  nie  to  marry  according  to 
his  wishes,  I  cannot,  even  at  this  mo- 
ment, be  insensible  to  the  emancipation 
before  me ;  which  will  of  course  remove 
every  obstacle  to  the  completion  of  wishes 
with  which  you  are  so  well  acquainted. 
Mr.  Merrington  was  with  the  Earl  at  the 
time  he  fell,  and  has  kindly  undertaken  to 
arrange  all  that  is  necessary  on  the  me- 
lancholy occasion ;  respecting  which,  it 
w^as  my  poor  father's  particular  injunc- 
tion, that  every  thing  should  be  conducted 
with  the  greatest  privacy.  If  you  can 
come  to  me,  I  shall  be  happy  to  see  you ; 
but,  from  the  confirmation  my  suspicions 
received  during  the  late  entertainment,  I 
am  inclined  to  think  it  may  be  more 
agreeable  to  you  to  absent  yourself  for  a 
short  time  ;  in  which  case,  be  assured,  I 
shall  not  accuse  you  of  want  of  friend- 
ship. Yours, 

^^Carlmaine." 


CONCEALMENT.  385 

Selwyn  was  indeed  much  shocked  at 
the  sudden  death  of  a  relation,  whose 
uniform  kindness  had  merited  the  just 
return  of  gratitude  and  affection  ;  and  he 
paid  to  his  memory  the  ready  tear  of  sin- 
cere regret.  The  allusion  his  cousin 
already  made  to  Julia  was  a  still  farther 
proof  how  unavailing  were  the  feelings 
with  which  Selwyn  still  struggled  ;  and 
he  felt  a  melancholy  pleasure  in  finding 
there  was  no  necessity  for  his  remaining 
in  town.  To  the  note  he  had  before 
written  he  now  added  another  of  kind 
condolence  ;  and,  without  acknowledging 
any  particular  reason,  excused  himself 
for  not  seeing  him  before  he  set  out  for 
Wales,  which  he  should  do  in  a  few  hours. 
He  requested  to  be  informed  on  what 
day  the  remains  of  his  lamented  uncle 
would  be  at  Brookdale  ;  as  he  would  cer- 
tainly have  the  mournful  satisfaction  of 
meeting  them  there. 

Having  received  an  answer  from  Lord 
Carlmaine,  naming  the  probable  time  of 

VOL.  ii.  s 
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the  funeral,  and  replete  with  friendly 
professions,  our  unhappy  lover  left  London 
with  a  mind  torn  by  despairing  affection 
and  bitter  self-reproach  for  that  too  cau- 
tious, indecisive  conduct,  to  which  he 
attributed  his  severe  disappointment ;  as 
he  could  not  but  think  that  at  one  time 
the  heart  of  Julia  was  favourably  dis- 
posed towards  him,  and  might  have  been 
so  still  earlier,  had  he  earlier  determined 
to  seek  it.  Could  he  but  have  discovered 
in  the  behaviour  of  Julia  the  least  appear- 
ance of  hesitation  during  the  masque- 
rade, he  would  still  have  hoped  and 
risqued  every  thing  for  an  explanation 
with  her :  but  so  completely  had  Lord 
Carlmaine  (now  Earl  of  Ashmore),  and 
combining  circumstances,  imposed  upon 
his  judgment,  and  the  ingenuousness  of 
his  nature,  that  he  saw  every  thing  en 
noir  for  himself,  and  coideur  de  rose  for 
his  more  fortunate  relation. 

An  adverse    power    seemed   to   have 
befen  ever  at  hand  to  step  between  him 
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arid  the  discovery  of  Julia's  mistake,  to 
which  she  owed  all  the  enjoyment  she 
had  known  on  that  eventful  evening,  and 
which  produced  that  light  appearance  of 
pleasure  so  wounding  to  Selwyn ;  when, 
could  he  have  penetrated  her  heart,  his 
own  would  have  been  overwhelmed  with 
transport.  The  same  malignant  fatality 
brought  him  ever  on  the  spot,  and  at  the 
moment  when  something  occurred  to 
confirm  him  in  the  error  of  Julia's  attach- 
ment to  his  rival.  Thus,  under  the  mask 
of  the  sibyl,  he  had  been  near  enough 
to  hear  young  Byngham  inform  Lady 
Montrevor,  that  the  sultan  was  Lord 
Carlmaine;  but  he  heard  not  the  latter 
and  Julia  afterwards  declare  their  opinion 
that  it  was  himself.  Neither  had  he 
noticed  the  character  of  the  lawyer, — 
which  Lord  Carlmaine  had  for  a  time 
assumed,  to  carry  on  a  deception  which 
greatly  assisted  him. 
Such,  and  various  similar  trifling  inci- 
s2 
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dents,  even  before  the  final  scene  in  the 
refreshment  room,  had  formed  the  grand 
climax ;  and  every  hope,  with  every 
doubt,  being  removed  from  the  mind  of 
Selwyn,  he  resolved  that  no  specious  de- 
lusive suggestions  of  his  own  weak  reason 
should  prevent  the  execution  of  his  deter- 
mination to  seek,  in  different  scenes,  that 
resignation  and  peace  which,  he  felt, 
never  could  be  his,  while  he  was  near 
enough  to  see  or  hear  of  the  preparations 
for  the  union  of  Lord  Ashmore  with 
Julia.  Selwyn's  affliction  now  fed  upon 
itself,  and  his  discernment  w  as  obscured 
by  the  prevalence  of  strong  and  acute 
feelings. 

At  Brookdale  he  saw  the  last  sad 
honours  paid  to  the  remains  of  his  noble 
relative  ;  and  having  indulged  his  melan- 
choly despair,  by  privately  visiting  every 
spot  in  the  neighbourhood,  which  was 
endeared  or  rendered  interesting  to  him 

by  the  recollection  of  Julia,  he  quitted 
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Devonshire,  resolving  not  to  return  till 

time  had  wrought  a  powerful  change  in 
his  feeling^s. 

Several  times  he  sat  down  to  write  to 
Frederick  to  describe  all  the  weakness 
and  wretchedness  of  his  heart ;  but  the 
natural  reserve  and  prudence  of  his  cha- 
racter, and  the  small  portion  of  philoso- 
phic fortitude  which  remained  to  him, 
tauo;ht  him  to  refrain  from  a  confidence 
so  humiliating,  painful,  and  unavailing 
to  himself;  and  awkward  and  distressing 
to  his  friend,  who,  however  disposed  to 
sympathize  in  his  uneasiness,  must  natu- 
rally be  delighted  with  the  great  eleva- 
tion of  a  sister  he  idolized. 

Unwilling  to  enter  partially,  with  one 
he  highly  valued,  on  a  subject  that  inte- 
rested them  both  so  much,  he  recollected 
that,  as  he  had  heard  nothing  further  on 
that  head  from  his  cousin,  he  was  not 
fully  at  liberty  to  mention  it ;  and  gladly 
seized  this  excuse  for  the  total  silence  on 
which  he  determined.  He  therefore  sim- 
s3 
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ply  informed  Frederick,  that  he  was 
going  abroad,  to  lose  the  remembrance 
of  a  disappointment  he  had  experienced ; 
the  particulars  of  which  he  would,  per- 
haps, communicate  to  him,  when  time 
had,  by  softening  their  severity,  rendered 
unnecessary  all  claims  on  his  friendly 
sympathy. 

The  rest  of  the  letter  contained  warm 
expressions  of  friendship  and  liveliest  in- 
terest ;  concluding  by  informing  him,  that 
^\e  thousand  pounds  was  placed  in  the 
name  of  Frederick  Lawrence  in  the 
hands  of  such  a  banker,  the  loan  of 
which  he  earnestly  requested  he  would 
accept,  to  facilitate  the  advancement  in 
his  profession  ;  being  the  only  proof  he 
asked  of  the  sincerity  of  a  friendship 
w^hich  would  be  always  most  dear  to 
him. 

Selwyn  certainly  felt  a  friendship  for 
Frederick ;  but,  in  his  present  kind  offices 
to  his  friend,  there  was  a  mixed  motive 
which  influenced  him.     If  Frederick  was 
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benefited,  if  his  happiness  received  any 
accession,  Juha's  heart  would  welcome 
the  intelligence,  and  share  his  grateful 
feelings.  Thus  Selwyn  reasoned;  and, 
on  this  occasion,  secretly  enjoyed  the 
luxury  of  making  his  friendship  in  no 
small  degree  subservient  to  the  gratifica- 
tion of  his  love. 

He  added  that,  as  he  was  quite  unde- 
termined in  what  direction  he  should 
bend  his  course,  it  was  not  in  his  power 
to  give  him  any  direction ;  but  that,  when 
he  could  do  so,  he  would  write.  This 
Selwyn  did  to  avoid,  for  a  time,  receiving 
intelligence,  which,  in  his  present  state 
of  mind,  he  knew  would  be  most  painful. 

While  he  had  been  thus  agitated  by 
disappointed  affection,  the  object  of  his 
jealousy  and  envy  was  torn  by  much  more 
ungovernable  and  malignant  passions. 
There  had  been  something  in  the  man- 
ner of  Julia  which  had  made  Lord 
Carlmaine  suspect,  early  in  the  evening 
of  the  masquerade,  that  she  believed  he 
s4 
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was  Selwyn  ;  and,  burning  with  jealous 
rage,  he  resolved  to  discover  if  his  sus- 
picions were  just.  With  this  view,  he 
changed  his  dress  before  supper,  during 
which  he  should  have  to  unmask  ;  when 
the  expression  of  artless  pleasure  with 
which  Julia  looked  at  him  as  his  mask 
fell,  and  the  significant  complacent  smile 
with  which  Lady  Montrevor  said, — 
*^  You  were  perfectly  right,  Julia  ;"  were 
distinctly  understood  by  his  lordship,  who 
resolved  to  gratify,  in  some  measure, 
both  his  love  and  revenge,  before  the 
end  of  the  evening. 

For  the  present,  however,  he  repressed 
his  feelings  ;  and,  his  spirits  rising  with 
the  scheme  he  was  meditating,  he  sought, 
by  his  usual  animated  conversation,  to 
enliven  Julia ;  secretly  cursing  the  disap- 
pointment, restlessness,  and  anxiety,  so 
visible  in  her  countenance,  which  he 
wholly  attributed  to  the  absence  of  the 
sultan.  On  leaving  the  supper  room. 
Lord  Carlmaine  hastened  to  resume  his 
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Turkish  dress;  and,  joining  the  party, 
felt  what  he  would  never  have  believed 
possible, — that  there  could  be  torment  in 
dancing  with  Julia,  in  watching  the 
unconscious  elevation  of  her  spirits,  and 
in  remarking  the  occasional,  involuntary 
softness,  almost  tenderness  of  her  accents 
and  manner. 

His  lordship  had  studied  too  long,  and 
too  attentively,  the  female  heart,  not 
easily  to  penetrate  on  this  occasion  many 
of  our  unguarded  heroine's  feelings;  and, 
could  he  have  believed  he  was  indeed 
the  object  whose  attention  awakened 
such  ill-concealed  pleasure,  there  was 
perhaps  no  sacrifice  to  which  his  in- 
creasing love  and  admiration  might  not 
have  induced  him  to  submit.  But  if  for 
a  moment  he  felt  a  thrilling  pleasure 
steal  through  his  veins,  while  pressing 
close  to  his  heart  the  hand  which  the 
crowded  room,  or  Julia's  fatigue  and 
terror  at  having  missed  Lady  Montrevor, 
served  as  excuses  for  detaining,  that  de- 
s5 
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light  was  quickly  poisoned  by  the  con- 
sciousness, that  one  word  would  instantly 
deprive  him  of  even  his  present  scanty 
happiness. 

Imperfect,  however,  and  embittered  as 
it  was,  he  resolved  to  enjoy  it  as  long  as 
was  in  his  power ;  and  with  this  view, 
availing  himself  of  her  childish  fear  of 
the  Jew,  he  purposely  drew  her  from  her 
party ;  and  thus,  for  a  considerable  time, 
fieemed  to  monopolize  the  whole  of 
Julia's  company  and  attention,  to  the 
great  annoyance  of  the  observing  Selwyn. 

At  length  the  closing  scene  of  the 
masquerade,  as  far  as  it  respected  our 
friends  and  acquaintance,  took  place;  and 
Lord  Carlmaine  returned  home,  a  prey 
to  the  most  fierce  and  turbulent  passions. 
To  love  and  jealousy  was  now  added  the 
thirst  of  revenge  towards  Selwyn,  who, 
he  was  more  than  ever  convinced,  had, 
in  violation  of  the  confidence  reposed  in 
him,  obtained  the  affection  of  Julia ;  and 
that   he   (Lord  Carlmaine)    should,    in 
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consequence,  lose  all  the  fruit  of  his  cau- 
tious stratagems  and  self-denial.  In 
this  state  of  mind  he  received  the  intel- 
ligence of  the  Earl's  sudden  death,  with 
which  he  was  certainly  much  shocked  ; 
for,  as  we  before  observed,  Lord 
Carlmaine  loved  his  father  as  sincerely 
as  was  in  the  power  of  a  man  of  his 
selfish  habits. 

Soon,  however,  all  the  advantages  of 
perfect  independence  forcibly  impressed 
his  mind,  and  checked  his  sorrow  ;  while 
the  paramount  feeling  of  his  soul  was 
inordinate  love  for  Julia  ;  and  not  doubt-r 
ing  that,  in  spite  of  any  preference  she 
might  have  for  Selwyn,  one  regular  ap- 
plication to  Mr.  Byngham  would  not 
only  meet  his  full  concurrence,  but  also 
of  Julia  herself;  and,  unable  to  endure  the 
idea  of  Selwyn  bearing  off  such  a  prize, 
he  resolved,  as  soon  as  decency  permit- 
ted, to  apply  in  form  for  leave  to  address 
Miss  Lawrence. 
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This  might  be  called  affection  for 
Julia ;  but  it  was  a  passion  in  which  a 
mind  of  virtue  and  sensibility  could  take 
little  interest.  Lord  Ashmore's  love  was, 
indeed,  scarcely  a  faint  copy  of  the  pure 
disinterested  original,  which  deserves  the 
name.  In  him  it  was  a  very  mixed  sen- 
sation ;  of  regard  for  a  lovely  object,  of 
pride,  of  the  desire  of  possessing  what 
others  greatly  admired,  and  ardently 
sought ;  and  of  uneasiness  arising  from 
any  sort  of  opposition,  which  he  never 
meditated,  and  which  he  was  wholly  un- 
prepared to  endure. 

He  was  well  aware  of  the  magnitude 
of  the  sacrifice  he  contemplated ;  but  so 
unbounded  was  the  power  she  had  gra- 
dually and  unconsciously  acquired  over 
him,  that,  in  the  ardour  of  his  passion, 
he  believed  no  price  would  be  too  great 
for  its  gratifications.  The  disclosure 
which  the  violence  of  his  emotion  had 
lately  forced  from  him,  must  have  pre- 
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pared  both  Julia  and  her  friends  for  what 
they  would  naturally  expect  should  fol- 
low ;  and  thus  he  had  irretrievably  com- 
mitted himself:  but  to  that  he  was  soon 
rendered  indifferent  by  his  jealous  appre- 
hension of  Selwyn,  and  his  own  love  for 
Julia,  which  had  suffered  no  diminution 
from  the  discovery  that  she  was  attached 
to  his  cousin  ;  and  all  he  wished  was  to 
secure  to  himself  the  possession  of  a 
woman  who  had  taught  him  what  it 
really  was  to  love,  before  Selw^yn  should 
be  undeceived,  and  have  had  time  to 
make  up  his  slow  and  cautious  mind  to 
the  same  step. 

His  lordship's  subsequent  correspon- 
dence with  his  cousin  made,  however, 
some  alterations  in  his  plans ;  and,  find- 
ing that  nothing  w^as  to  be  feared  from 
Selwyn, — whose  disappointment  appear- 
ed to  have  taken  precisely  the  turn  the 
new  Earl  could  have  wished, — his  reluc- 
tance to  the  matrimonial  fetters  revived 
the  wish  of  obtaining  Miss  Lawrence  on 
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easier  terms.  He  therefore  changed  his 
designs,  and  resolved  not  to  precipitate 
measures  ;  but  to  wait  the  result  of  the 
complaint  to  her  friends,  with  which 
Julia  had  so  haughtily  threatened  him. 
Once  assured  Selwyn  had  wholly  relin- 
quished her,  and  gone  abroad,  he  should 
be  relieved  of  more  than  half  his  fears ; 
and  though  he  occasionally  experienced 
a  conscious  sense  of  remorse  and  self- 
degradation,  at  the  baseness  of  the  impo- 
sition he  was  so  successfully  practising 
on  the  generous  candor  of  his  relative, 
he  much  oftener  persuaded  himself  that 
Selwyn  had  fully  deserved  such  treat- 
ment, either  by  concealing  his  affection 
for  Julia  when  he  (Lord  Ashmore)  con- 
fided to  him  the  secret  of  his  own  love ; 
or,  if  his  heart  was  then  free,  of  meanly 
taking  advantage,  afterwards,  of  his  ab- 
sence, to  supplant  him  in  the  opinion  of 
the  woman  he  loved. 

He  not  unfrequently  also  joined  with 
Lucas,  who  was  now  again  his  constant 
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companion,  in  ridiculing  the  pitiable 
figure  made  by  these  juvenile  philoso- 
phers, and  exemplary  young  men,  when 
they  are  at  last  overtaken,  and  led  to 
meddle  with  love :  though  those  profli- 
gate friends  could  not  refuse  to  Selwyn 
the  meed  of  manly,  penetrating  sense,  on 
most  occasions;  they  enjoyed,  or  feigned 
to  enjoy,  many  a  hearty  laugh  at  the 
easy  simplicity  and  good  faith  with  which 
he  had  submitted  to  the  noose,  and  had 
consented  to  be  led  in  the  very  contrary 
direction  to  that  towards  which  the 
newly  awakened  feelings  of  his  heart 
pointed. 

To  flatter  every  incHnation,  and  fa- 
cilitate the  gratification  of  all  Lord 
Ashmore's  passions,  however  irregular, 
had  always  been  the  habit  of  Lucas.  It 
was  indeed  a  trade  he  practised,  as  well 
upon  this  nobleman,  as  all  others,  whose 
vices  wanted  a  ready  agent,  and  who 
could  afford  to  pay  for  his  adulation  and 
services.     Lucas's  life  and  conduct  exhi- 
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bited  all  the  meanness  of  vice.  First 
profligate,  then  extravagant,  and,  by  con- 
quence,  dependant  upon  the  caprice  of 
others ;  he  lived  by  basely  flattering  and 
promoting  the  vicious  follies  of  his 
W'Calthy  associates ;  had  no  wish  to 
emerge  from  a  state  of  servitude,  to 
which  his  own  depravity  had  reduced 
him  ;  and  had  no  apprehensions  of  future 
evils,  except  what  might  personally  arise 
to  himself  from  the  returning  virtue  and 
good  sense  of  his  deluded  pupils. 

Aided  by  the  advice  of  this  worthless 
counsellor,  the  young  Earl,  therefore, 
settled  to  remain  inactive  for  the  pre- 
sent, and  suffer  his  address  to  Julia  at 
the  masquerade  to  be  considered,  as  she 
then  seemed  inclined  to  believe  it,  the 
effect  of  intoxication,  rather  than  hastily 
fetter  himself;  a  last  resource,  which 
would  always  remain  to  him  when  all 
other  plans  proved  ineffectual.  Nothing 
however  but  the  certain  intelligence, 
which    Lord  Ashmore  received    imme- 
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diately  after  his  father's  funeral,  of  Selwyn 
having  positively  quitted  the  shores  of 
England,  could  have  prevailed  on  the 
Earl  to  consent  to  this  inaction  ;  as,  in 
spite  of  his  friend's  raillery,  and  the  re- 
collection of  former  violent  love  fits,  he 
felt  his  passion  for  the  beauteous  Julia 
was  daily  becoming  more  serious  and 
ardent. 

Leaving  Selwyn  to  struggle  with  an 
attachment  which  artful  perfidy,  and  the 
narrowness  of  human  penetration,  ren- 
dered unfortunate,  and  to  seek  in  foreign 
scenes  to  forget  those  passing  at  home  ; 
leaving  also  the  young  Earl  of  Ash  more 
to  the  unequal  contest  between  many 
evil  passions,  inflamed  by  vicious  coun- 
sels, and  very  few  good  feelings,  we  will 
inquire  if  any  discoveries  were  made  by 
our  hero  in  Cumberland  ;  or  rather  let  us 
first  undraw  the  curtains  of  the  bed  on 
which  our  poor  Julia  has  spent  many 
hours  wakeful,  restless,  and  unhappy. 
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CHAPTER  XVI. 


"  The  rose  was  yet  upon  her  cheek, 
But  mellow'd  with  a  tenderer  streak  : 
Where  was  the  play  of  her  soft  lips  fled? 
Gone  was  the  smile  that  enliven'd  their  red." 

LORD   BYRON. 


Yes  ;  Julia  was  wakeful,  restless,  and 
unhappy.  She  had  eagerly  sought  for 
comfort  and  relief  on  the  bosom  of  her 
almost  more  than  mother ;  and  had,  for 
the  first  time  in  her  life,  failed  of  finding 
it.  Lady  Montrevor  listened  with  sur- 
prise and  tender  interest  to  the  history 
of  the  mistakes  of  the  night ;  but  w^hen 
she  heard  that  Lord  Carlmaine  had  made 
an  unequivocal,  though  intemperate,  de- 
claration of  his  love  for  her,  that  surprise 
increased,  and  her  ideas  gradually  took 
a  new  direction. 

She  did  not  believe,  as  Julia  had  done, 
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that  his  lordship  had  from  inebriety  been 
unconscious  of  what  he  had  said ;  and 
she  could  not  repress  a  sensation  of 
triumphant  pleasure,  at  the  prospect  of 
so  splendid,  so  unexpected,  a  conquest 
for  the  lovely  girl,  from  whom  she  exact- 
ed several  times  a  repetition  of  all  the 
strano'e  circumstances  which  had  marked 
the  last  few  hours.  Selwyn's  behaviour 
was  to  her  quite  incomprehensible  ;  for, 
though  she  now  thought  it  was  evidently 
influenced  by  jealousy  of  Lord  Carlmaine, 
yet  it  had  been  equally  strange  in 
Devonshire,  before  his  lordship's  return 
from  Ireland,  or  so  immediately  after, 
that  Julia  could  scarcely  have  seen  him. 
In  short,  though,  could  she  have  chosen, 
she  would  not  have  hesitated  for  a  mo^ 
ment  to  give  the  preference  to  Selwyn, 
as  a  man  far  more  estimable  in  himself; 
yet  as  she  could  not  flatter  herself  with 
succeeding  in  that  wish,  she  yielded  to 
the  new  prospect  that  seemed  open. 
This  amiable  woman  w^as  perhaps  less 
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inclined    than    any   of   her    sex    to   be 
dazzled  by  the  false  glitter  of  adventi- 
tious  advantages ;    and   sterling  w^orth, 
probity,  and  honor,  far  outweighed,  in 
her  estimation,  the  tinselled  gildings  of 
rank  and  fortune :  but,  perhaps  insepa- 
rable from  her   situation,  perhaps  ever 
latent  in  the  female  breast,  there  was  in 
that  of  Lady  Montrevor,  probably  un- 
known to  herself,  a  prejudice  in  favour 
of  high  birth  and  exalted  station  ;  which, 
though  it  had  never  been  able  to  veil  the 
errors   of    Lord  Carlmaine's    character, 
now  combined  with  her  fond  partiality 
for  Julia  to  dispose  her  to  view  them  in  a 
more  favorable  light,  and  with  greater 
hopes  of  amendment  than  she  had  ever 
before  done. 

In  the  consolations,  therefore,  which 
Lady  Montrevor  now  offered  to  the  weep- 
ing girl,  she  glanced  but  slightly  at  the 
tenderness  she  had  almost  avowed  for 
Selwyn,  whose  behaviour,  she  said,  what- 
ever   were    his    motives,    proved,    she 
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thought,  unquestionably,  that  he  had  no 
serious  views  of  addressing  her ;  and  then 
entered  at  considerable  length  upon  the 
surprising  advantages  of  an  union  w^ith 
Lord  Carlmaine,  if  the  Earl's  approbation 
could  be  obtained. 

*' Surely,  madam,"  cried  Julia,  for  a 
moment  suspending  her  tears,  while  her 
before  pallid  cheek  glowed  with  love, 
shame,  and  surprise  ;  "  you  cannot  even 
compare  Lord  Carlmaine  with  his 
cousin  V 

'*  No,  my  love,"  returned  her  ladyship, 
^^  indeed  I  cannot :  but  in  this  case,  it 
seems,  we  have  not  the  power  of  select- 
ing. One  appears  wholly  to  avoid  or 
neglect  you  ;  while,  you  tell  me,  the  other 
professes  to  be  much  in  love  with  you." 

"Oh!  my  dear  madam,"  exclaimed 
Julia  impatiently,  "  I  cannot  believe  it. 
He  seemed  mad  with  some  more  violent 
passion  than  love ;  and,  I  am  sure,  was 
not  himself  when  he  said  so,  or  he  would 
not  have  frightened  me  so  terribly.     I 
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never  once  thought  of  such  a  thing ;  and 
I  sincerely  hope,  and  believe,  he  vrill  not 
revert  to  it  again.  I  never  did  like  him, 
and  now  he  will  be  my  aversion ;"  she 
added,  sobbing  at  the  recollection  that  it 
was  perhaps  to  him  that  the  change  in 
Selwyn's  manner  towards  her  might  be 
attributed.  At  any  other  time  Lady 
Montrevor  would  have  reminded  Julia, 
that  she  had  never  observed  any  sign  of 
particular  dislike  in  her  behaviour  to 
Lord  Carlmaine,  with  whom  she  had, 
indeed,  often  appeared  on  terms  of  good- 
humoured  and  friendly  partiality;  but 
the  young  creature  before  her  was  much 
too  seriously  distressed  by  all  that  had 
lately  happened  to  permit  the  affection- 
ate heart  of  her  ladyship  to  add  one  more 
word,  but  what  was  most  likely  to  sooth 
her  agitated  spirits ;  for  well  was  she 
aware  that — 

" when  so  full  the  cup  of  sorrow  grows, 

Add  but  a  drop,  it  instantly  o'erflows." 

Without,  therefore,  even  hinting  at  the 
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agreeable  prospects  now  in  question,  she 
kissed  her ;  and,  having  kindly  said 
every  thing  she  could  imagine  calculated 
to  assist  the  restoration  of  her  tranquil- 
lity, dismissed  her  to  her  chamber. 

It  v^^as  long  before  the  lovely  syren,  so 
late  the  admiration  of  all  v^ho  had  ap- 
proached her,  but  now  cruelly  de- 
pressed, could  resolve  to  seek  the  rest 
nature  loudly  called  for ;  and  still  much 
longer,  ere  her  aching  head  found  the 
oblivion  her  pillow  had  hitherto  afforded. 
In  the  maze  of  perplexing  conjectures, 
and  painful  recollections,  which  rose  in 
tumultuous  disorder  to  her  mind,  one 
giant  cause  of  affliction,  regret,  and 
almost  self-reproach,  towered  high  above 
the  rest. 

All  the  apparent  inconsistency  of 
Selwyn's  conduct  was  unravelled ;  and, 
strange  and  unaccountable  as  she  consi- 
dered it,  he  had,  in  his  behaviour  this 
night,  exhibited  strong  marks  of  jealousy 
towards    Lord    Carlmaine.     She   recol- 
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lected  the  persevering  importunity  of  the 
sibyl,  as  well  as  every  word  of  her  mys- 
terious verses  ;  in  which  she  now  thought 
she  cojild  trace  a  smothered  tenderness, 
as  well  as  an  affectionate  warning  voice. 
Too  well,  also,  did  she  call  to  mind  a 
thousand  nameless  trifles  in  her  own 
conduct,  while  constantly  attended  by 
the  hateful  sultan,  that  could  not  fail  to 
stamp  the  strongest  conviction  on  Selwyn, 
that  the  attention  of  Lord  Carlmaine  was 
agreeable  to  her. 

How  this  blind  and  fatal  mistake,  this 
change  of  character,  this  total  overlook- 
ing of  Selwyn,  had  happened,  she  could 
not  understand  ;  but  the  certainty,  that 
she  had  herself  been  the  most  efl'ectual 
instrument  in  destroying  her  own  happi- 
ness, admitted  no  doubt ;  and  she  felt  but 
the  more  wretched  at  what  appeared,  not 
the  persecution  of  any  individual,  but  of 
an  adverse  fate,  from  which  no  flight 
could  save  her. 

They  say  that,  in  all  hearts  of  great 
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sensibility,  and  capable  of  strong  affec- 
tion, there  generally  enters  some  small 
portion  of  superstition  ;  and  a  discovery 
now  made  by  our  Julia  excited  feelings 
corroborative  of  the  assertion. 

While  tossing  on  a  bed,  which  nothing 
could  render  easy,  she  suddenly  missed 
the  broken  trinket  from  her  neck.  In  a 
moment  every  other  idea  was  suspended; 
and,  starting  up,  she  hastily  tore  all  the 
covering  from  the  bed,  then  examined 
every  article  of  dress  she  had  lately 
taken  off;  and  again  returned  to  search 
more  carefully  the  bed  and  furniture. 
Carpets  were  lifted  up,  chairs  and  tables 
removed,  and  drawers  emptied  on  the 
floor ;  but  all  without  producing  the  lost 
treasure. 

At  last,  wearied  with  her  fruitless  toil, 
she  sat  down  under  a  sensation  of  des- 
pair, conceiving  that  a  fatality  at  this 
time  prevailed  over  her,  and  that  she 
could  only  submit  to  her  destiny.  By 
degrees  her  excellent  education  dispelled 

VOL.  n.  T 
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these  first  feelings  of  despondency  her 
youthful  bosom  had  ever  known ;  and, 
becoming  gradually  more  calm,  she  was 
soon  enabled  to  taste  those  comforts, 
descending  from  religious  considerations 
on  a  guileless  heart.  Conscious  that  no 
act,  thought,  or  word  of  hers,  was  volun- 
tarily stained  with  an  intention  to  trans- 
gress the  commands  of  her  Maker,  or 
injure  any  of  his  creatures,  she  derived 
her  accustomed  consolation  from  self- 
examination  ;  and,  after  humbly  imploring 
from  Heaven  strength  of  mind,  and  the 
composure  of  her  agitated  passions,  she 
determined  to  leave  the  prosecution  of 
her  search  for  the  trinket,  till  she  had 
ascertained  that  Lady  Montrevor  and 
Caroline  had  not  found  it.  She  then 
again  threw  herself  on  the  bed  ;  where 
tired  nature,  in  spite  of  anxiety,  soon 
weighed  down  her  swollen  eye-lids. 

She  was  still  sleeping,  when,  at  a  late 
hour  in  the  afternoon,  these  two  kind 
friends  entered  the  room,  and  were  struck 
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with  the  greatest  surprise  at  the  disorder 
of  her  bed,  and  the  confusion  which 
reigned  in  every  part  of  the  room.  JuHa 
awoke  the  next  minute  ;  and,  her  loss  in- 
stantly recurring  to  her  mind,  she  inquired 
of  Lady  Montrevor  and  Caroline  if  they 
had  seen  it.  They  answered  in  the  ne- 
gative, and  then  assisted  in  the  search 
which  she  immediately  recommenced ; 
but  all  to  no  purpose.  The  fatigue 
which  old  Ursula  had  gone  through 
in  preparing  for  the  late  entertainment, 
had  prevented  her  sitting  up  for  the  re- 
turn of  the  party ;  and  Julia,  not  choosing 
any  one  else  should  witness  her  uneasi- 
ness, had  undressed  herself;  therefore  no 
one  had  been  till  now  in  the  room,  con- 
sequently all  inquiries  in  the  house  must 
be  unavailing. 

While  dancing  and  walking  about  the 
room,  Julia  had  frequently  thought  of 
her  concealed  locket,  and  anxiously  ascer- 
tained its  safety  ;  but  she  did  not  recol- 
lect once  thinking  of  it  after  she  fainted. 
t2 
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This  suggested  the  probability,  that  it 
might  then  have  been  lost ;  and  Lady 
Montrevor,  who  could  not  attach  any  great 
importance  to  a  trinket  that  seemed  des- 
tined never  to  lead  to  the  grand  disco- 
veries with  which  she  knew  her  young 
friend  had  occasionally  fed  her  imagina- 
tion, promised  immediately  to  take  every 
means  likely  to  recover  it ;  adding,  that 
she  had  no  doubt,  that  it  would  soon  be 
brought  to  them,  as  it  was  of  little  or  no 
value  to  any  one  else. 

By  these  and  similar  kind  representa- 
tions, Julia  experienced  considerable 
alleviation  of  her  uneasiness  on  this 
head  ;  and,  as  all  her  surrounding  friends, 
tutored  by  Lady  Montrevor,  exerted 
themselves  during  the  day  to  lessen  the 
impression  made  on  her  mind  by  the 
events  of  the  preceding  evening,  her  spi- 
rits by  degrees  became  much  more 
composed. 

Julia  s  pride,  as  well  as  delicacy,  had  led 
her  to  request,  that  Caroline  and  Edward 
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should  not  be  informed  of  what  she  persist- 
ed in  considering  the  humihating  declara- 
tion made  to  her  by  Lord  Carlmaine.  Thus 
young  Byngham  was  aware  of  no  reason 
to  prevent  his  lounging,  as  he  usually  did, 
every  day  to  call  on  Lord  Carlmaine,  in 
Hanover  Square,  from  whence  he  return- 
ed with  the  melancholy  news  of  Lord 
Ashmore's  sudden  death.  The  whole 
family  in  Grosvenor  Street  were  much 
afflicted  at  the  loss  of  an  old  and  valued 
friend,  w^hose  kind  disposition,  practical 
knowledge,  and  cheerful  habits,  enriched 
very  much  that  social  intercourse  which 
had  long  subsisted  between  them. 

When  Lady  Montrevor's  regret  had  a 
little  subsided,  the  first  idea  that  occur- 
red to  her  was,  that  this  event,  awful  as 
it  was  in  itself,  might  be  at  this  period 
of  great  service  to  the  lovely  orphan,  if, 
as  she  could  not  but  sometimes  believe 
possible.  Lord  Carlmaine  seriously  enter- 
tained thoughts  of  making  her  his  wife ; 
a  fact  of  which  Lord  Montrevor  enter- 
t3 
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tained  great  doubt,  from  a  thorough 
knowledge  of  the  man  and  his  habits. 
At  any  rate,  no  further  step  could  be 
expected  for  the  present ;  and  it  was 
judged  prudent  to  suspend  all  opinion 
and  conversation  with  Julia  on  the 
subject. 

Nothing  occurred  till  after  the  funeral 
of  the  late  Lord  Ashmore,  when  Captain 
Lucas  called  on  Lord  Montrevor  to  offer 
the  apologies  of  his  friend,  the  present 
Earl,  for  having,  he  was  apprehensive, 
most  unintentionally  offended  Miss 
Lawrence,  while  under  the  influence  of 
wine,  which  he  had  unguardedly  been 
induced  to  take  by  the  heat  of  the  rooms 
at  the  Embassador's.  This  unworthy 
emissary  added,  that,  though  his  noble 
friend  was  quite  unconscious  of  what  he 
had  said  to  the  lady,  he  was  yet  but  too 
well  aware,  from  her  words  and  manner, 
vv^hich  he  well  remembered,  that  he  had 
been  guilty  of  some  disrespect  or  indis- 
cretion. 
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Lord  Montrevor  was  not  surprised  at 
this  termination  of  what  he  styled  his 
wife's  romantic  hopes ;  and,  having  un- 
dertaken to  deliver  the  Earl's  apology  to 
Miss  Lawrence,  he  first  sought  the  apart- 
ment of  Lady  Montrevor.  She  ex- 
pressed as  much  indignation  and  resent- 
ment as  was  compatible  with  the  gentle- 
ness of  her  nature  ;  and,  after  a  short 
deliberation,  they  both  agreed,  that  to 
resent  Lord  Ashmore's  behaviour  would 
be  impolitic  on  every  account,  but  parti- 
cularly on  that  of  their  young  friend,  who 
might  thus  become  an  object  of  curiosity, 
if  not  censure. 

Julia  for  a  moment  felt  all  the  native 
dignity  and  hauteur  of  her  character 
roused  at  hearing  this  message  ;  but  the 
more  lively  emotion  of  her  mind  pre- 
vented the  long  indulgence  of  tliose 
feelings,  and  she  begged  Lady  Montrevor 
would  have  the  goodness  to  return  what 
answer  she  judged  proper,  only  request- 
ing that  she  might  be  permitted  to  avoid 
T  4 
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seeing  his  lordship,  if  he  called.  On  his 
return  to  Capt.  Lucas,  Lord  Montrevor 
informed  him,  that  Miss  Lawrence  was 
as  desirous  as  the  Earl  of  Ashraore  could 
possibly  be  to  forget  all  that  had  passed 
on  the  occasion  alluded  to. 

The  Earl  soon  after  paid  his  visit ;  but 
was  compelled  to  take  his  leave  without 
seeing  any  one  excepting  Lord  Montrevor, 
v^ho  however  received  him  with  his  usual 
cordiality.  Lord  Ash  more  expressed 
great  regret  that  he  was  obliged  to  re- 
turn almost  immediately  to  his  regiment, 
which  was  still  stationary  in  Ireland,  and 
readily  accepted  an  invitation  to  dine, 
with  Mrs.  Baverstock  and  Lady  Maria, 
in  Grosvenor  Street,  before  his  departure. 

Lady  Montrevor  was  not  displeased  at 
this  engagement,  as  she  could  not  wholly 
relinquish  the  views  she  had  somewha^t 
hastily  formed  for  her  young  favourite, 
whom  she  was  rather  anxious  to  see  in 
his  lordship's  company.  Julia  was 
greatly    distressed    when    her  ladyship 
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told  her  she  could  not  possibly  absent 
herself  from  table,  without  exciting  sus- 
picions and  conjectures  injurious  to  the 
delicacy  of  her  character.  She  was 
therefore  obliged  to  submit ;  though 
never  was  our  poor  heroine  less  qualified 
to  appear  in  company.  The  wounds 
lately  inflicted  on  her  pride,  as  well  as 
her  peace  and  tenderness,  were  yet  but 
very  slightly  closed,  and  she  was  still  a 
prey  to  vexation  and  anxiety  respecting 
the  lost  trinket,  which,  notwithstanding 
the  repeated  rewards  offered,  and  the  in- 
quiries made,  could  not  be  found. 

Lady  Montrevor  had  kindly  under- 
taken, at  Julia's  request,  to  give  her  bro- 
ther a  brief  account  of  what  had  occurred 
at  the  masquerade,well  knowing  he  would 
be  anxious  to  hear  from  her,  before  she 
could  be  sufficiently  calm  to  write  her- 
self. In  this  relation  her  ladyship,  with 
affectionate  consideration,  passed  lightly 
over  every  circumstance  likely  to  excite 
too  lively  a  concern  in  the  mind  of  this 
T  5 
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affectionate  youth  respecting  his  sister ; 
and  treated  the  loss  of  the  mutilated 
trinket  as  an  accident,  which,  though  in 
some  degree  vexatious,  was  yet  in  itself 
wholly  unimportant  ;  acknowledging, 
how^ever,  that  she  had  been  unable  to 
console  Julia,  who,  though  much  grieved 
herself  on  the  occasion,  felt  still  more 
sensibly  the  regret  she  conceived  he 
would  experience  at  the  loss. 

Frederick    hastened    immediately    to 
assure  his  sister,  in  the  most  affectionate 
manner,  that  he  felt  little  or  no  concern 
for  the  loss  she  so  much  lamented  ;  par- 
ticularly as  the  fruitlessness  of  his  inqui- 
ries in  Cumberland  convinced  him  that 
the  very  slight  vestiges  they  still  pos- 
sessed of  their  unfortunate  mother  would 
ever    remain    equally    unavailing.      He 
then    delicately    alluded    to    the    mas- 
querade ;  telling  her,  that,  if  communi- 
cating the  feelings  of  her  spotless  heart 
to  a  brother  who  would  gladly  give  his 
life  to  promote    her    happiness,  would 
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afford  any  relief  to  the  uneasiness  h6 
feared  she  experienced,  he  should  be 
most  happy  to  receive  her  confidence ; 
but  that,  if  it  was  more  agreeable  to  her, 
he  would  not  wish  to  penetrate  further 
than  he  already  knew. 

In  fine,  he  left  nothing  unsaid  that  the 
most  tender  affection  could  suggest,  to 
lessen  her  vexation,  cheer  her  drooping 
spirits,  or  inspire  her  with  confidence  ia 
his  love  and  protection.     He  added,  that 
he   would    instantly    have    hastened  to 
comfort  her  by  his  presence,  if  a  grateful 
duty  towards  his  friend  and  benefactor, 
Mr.  Dermont,  who  was   far  from  well, 
did  not  for  the  present  detain  him  fro  mi 
her ;  unless  he  could  be  of  positive  ser- 
vice to  her,  in  which  case  he  would  set 
off  immediately   for   London.     He  said 
but    little   either    of  Lord  Ashmore   or 
Selwyn  ;  observing  that  he  was  very  in- 
competent, while  at  a  distance,  to  enter 
upon  the  subject,  which  he  would  there- 
fore postpone  till  he  had  the  happiness  of 
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embracing  her ;  unless  (which  he  much 
wished)  she  would  by  letter  put  him  in 
possession  of  her  sentiments,  as  also  of 
what  had  occurred  at  the  Embassador's, 
of  which  Lady  Montrevor  had,  he  con- 
fessed, given  him  but  an  imperfect  idea. 

This  letter  was  an  efficacious  cordial 
to  the  heart  of  Julia ;   and  she  lost  no 
time  in  complying  with  the   affectionate 
wish  of  her  brother,  by  gi\ang  him  a  cir- 
cumstantial account  of  all  that  had  passed 
since  they  parted.     But,  w  hen  she  would 
have  entered  on  the  secret  sufferings  of  her 
heart  respecting  Selwyn,  maiden  pride 
and  modesty  involuntarily  withheld  her 
pen  ;  and,  without  meaning  concealment 
or  disguise,  her  words  described  neither 
the  tenderness  of  her  love,  or  the  bitter- 
ness  of  her  disappointment ;   and  thus 
conveyed  not  to  her  anxious  brother  half 
the  pain  he  would  have  felt,  could  he 
have  seen  all  the  sad  wreck  of  hope  and 
spirits,  which   desolated    the    heart    of 
Julia. 
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The  latter  had  heard  of  Selwyn's  hav- 
ing quitted  England ;  and  she  was  now 
endeavouring,  with  the  kind  persuasions 
and  prudent  suggestions  of  Lady  Mon- 
trevor,    to    conquer    her    feelings,   and 
assume  as  much  of  her  usual  manner  as 
possible,  at  least  before  Lord  Ash  more  ; 
that  she  might  prevent  the  humiliating 
conclusions  he  would  perhaps  think  cir- 
cumstances authorized  him   in  making. 
This  argument  aifected  Julia  very  sen- 
sibly ;  and,  aware  that  his  lordship  knew 
she  had  mistaken  him  at  the  masquerade 
for  Selwyn,   and  conscious   that  many, 
though  trifling,  things  had  then  passed, 
which  might  be  supposed  by  the  Earl  to 
betray  the  pleasure  she  derived  from  this 
error,  she  shrunk  with  delicacy  from  the 
thought  of  appearing  before  him  as  suf- 
fering under  the  feeling  of  disappointed 
afiection  for  a  man  who  had  proved  him- 
self so  reo;ardless  of  her. 

Proudly  therefore  she  resolved,  at  least 
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for  this  one  day,  to  dress  her  countenance 
and  manner  in  tranquillity,  and  conscious 
rectitude.  All  these  expedients,  how- 
ever, tended  to  nothing  better  than,  for 
a  short  time,  to  disguise  her  feelings,  and 
render  the  arts  of  concealment  more  suc- 
cessful :  her  heart  did  not  less  sensibly 
feel  its  own  bitterness;  and  hoarded, 
with  a  miser's  care,  the  recollections  of 
her  suiferings  and  her  love.  She  could 
not  yet  clearly  understand  what  had  been 
his  lordship's  motive  in  persevering  to 
impose  on  her  and  her  friends  at  the 
masquerade,  unless  it  had  originated  in 
a  frolic,  or  ungenerous  curiosity  respect- 
ing Selwyn.  In  regard  to  his  behaviour 
at  the  moment  when  he  discovered  him- 
self, so  great  had  then  been  her  own 
surprise,  confusion,  and  agitation,  that, 
though  she  remembered  chief  of  the 
words  then  passionately  addressed  to 
her,  she  almost  failed  to  understand  their 
meaning ;  and   the  first  impression  his 
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furious  deportment  made  on  her,  of  his 
being  under  the  influence  of  intoxication, 
retained  possession  of  her  mind. 

While  dressing  for  dinner,   on  the  day 
Lord  Ashmore  was  expected,  Julia  be- 
stowed more    than    her    usual    care   in 
adorning  her  person  ;  not  with  a  view  of 
making  it  more  attractive,    but  hoping 
thereby  to  conceal  the  effects  which  she 
could  not  but  be  sensible  her  late  anxiety 
had   produced   on  her  appearance,  and 
w  hich  she  dreaded,  more  than  any  thing, 
the  Earl's  attributing  to  the  real  cause. 
On  her  entrance  his  lordship  approached 
her  with  mingled  respectful  diffidence, 
and  the  graceful  easy  manners  so  natural 
and  becoming   to  him.     He  had  been 
most  anxious  again  to   behold  the   be- 
witching girl,  who  was  at  once  the  idol 
and  torment  of  his  life  ;  and  he  had  come 
resolved  to  try  the  ground,  and  penetrate, 
to  the  best  of  his  ability,   if  there  was 
even  the  faintest   prospect  of  his  ulti- 
mately being  able  to  seduce,  or  gain  pos- 
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session  of  her,  by  any  other  means  than 
hateful  matrimony. 

By    his     frequent     intercourse    with 
Edward  Byngham,  he  was  assured  that 
no  intelligence  had  reached  Lord  Mon- 
trevor's  family  of,  or  from,  Selwyn,  con- 
sequently his  fears  respecting  him  were 
suspended  for  the  present ;  while,  by  the 
indefatigable  exertions  of  Capt.  Lucas, 
and  other  secret  means,  the  Earl  obtain- 
ed  such  clear  details   of    all  that   was 
known    of  the   private  history  of   Mrs. 
Lawrence,  as  rendered  all  thought  of  an 
union  with  her  daughter  more  than  ever 
disagreeable  to  him ;   and,  at  the  same 
time,  encouraged  him  to  persist  in  his 
guilty  views.     But,  after  an  hour  spent 
in  the  society  of  his  meditated  victim,  all 
his    projects    were    overthrown    by  her 
powerful  attractions,  and  the  force  of  his 
impetuous  desires. 

Julia  in  her  happiest  moments,  and  in 
the  gayest  circles,  had  never  possessed 
half  the  fascinating  charms  as  those  with 
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which  she  was  now  surrounded.  When 
she  entered  the  drawing-room,  where  the 
family  and  the  guests  were  assembled, 
her  confusion  was  so  great,  that  Caroline, 
who  affectionately  supported  her,  wishing 
to  facilitate  her  regaining  her  self-pos- 
session, led  her  hastily  up  to  a  portrait  of 
Lady  Montrevor,  which  had  lately  been 
sent  home.  While  examining  this  resem- 
blance of  her  friend,  she  succeeded  in 
assuming  the  appearance  of  composure 
and  indifference  she  had  studied  to  attain 
before  she  left  her  apartment ;  but  soon 
Nature,  ever  powerful,  and  pleased  in 
showing  herself  in  Julia,  prevailed. 

The  sparkling  lustre  of  her  eye  was 
chastened  by  affliction,  and  the  most  pure 
and  refined  touches  of  sensibility  spoke 
forcibly  to  the  heart,  in  the  ever-varying 
colour  of  her  cheek  ;  from  the  lily's  pallid 
hue  through  all  the  glowing  shades  that 
tint  the  rose.  The  ready  smile  that  used 
to  wanton  round  her  mouth,  and  linger, 
with  arch  playfulness,  in  a  dimple,  which 
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added  beauty  and  sweetness  to  her  full 
parting  lips,  was  fled,  or  past  so  rapidly 
away,  that  the  melancholy  expression  of 
her  features  was  not  disturbed  by  the 
artificial  attempt.  This  expression  was 
also  visible  in  almost  every  movement  of 
her  still  graceful,  though  languid,  spirit- 
Jess  form. 

It  has  been  often  remarked,  and  Sterne 
has  added  currency  to  the  sentiment, 
that  affliction  gives  a  softness,  interest, 
and  peculiar  kind  of  beauty  to  the  human 
countenance.  This  was  exemplified  in 
Julia's  present  appearance,  which  offered 
to  Lord  Ashmore's  contemplation  a  new 
style  of  beauty  in  the  same  lovely  being  ; 
and  his  eyes  became  rivetted  on  her  as  by 
enchantment,  while  hers  fell  depressed 
beneath  his  gaze ;  thus  enabling  him 
longer,  unreproved,  to  dwell  upon  the 
charms  of  her  beauteous  face,  and  admire 
the  irresistible  grace  and  attractions  shed 
in  such  natural  profusion  over  the  whole 
of  her  fine  person. 
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The  sweet  modulation  of  her  voice 
had  always  charmed  his  ear ;  but  now  it 
hung  more  than  ever  enraptured  on  the 
accents,  to  which  a  soft,  heart-speaking 
melancholy,  lent  a  new  and  resistless 
charm  ;  while  the  gentle,  half-permitted 
sigh,  gave  a  tremor  to  her  articulation, 
and  slightly  agitated  the  folded  gauze, 
that  veiled,  but  could  not  conceal,  her 
lovely  form.  Yielding  to  the  fierce  tide 
of  boundless  love,  had  the  Earl  not  been 
surrounded  by  witnesses,  he  would  at 
that  moment  have  fallen  at  the  feet  of 
Julia,  and  have  thought  himself  blessed 
by  being  allowed  to  sacrifice  at  her  shrine 
all  his  prejudices  and  licentious  schemes. 

But  he  was  obliged  to  resist  his  feel- 
ings ;  and  soon  the  distracting  recollection 
darted  into  his  mind,  that  it  was  to  the 
image  of  Selwyn,  and  her  artless  tender- 
ness towards  this  detested  rival,  that 
Julia  owed  that  melting,  subduing  ex- 
pression of  sorrow,  which  increased  and 
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exalted  every  charm.  Stung  by  jea- 
lousy, goaded  by  fears  of  his  own  failure, 
and  his  cousin's  ultimate  success,  and 
hurried  on  by  a  passion  whose  ardour 
increased  every  moment,  and  bore  down 
before  it  every  opposing  suggestion  from 
pride,  habits  long  indulged,  and  narrow 
prejudices,  he  no  sooner  found  himself 
alone  with  Lord  Montrevor,  than,  with 
all  the  agitation  and  precipitancy  of  a 
man  who  takes  a  desperate  leap,  he  con- 
fided his  love  to  him,  earnestly  soliciting 
his  lordship's  good  offices  in  disposing 
Miss  Lawrence  in  his  favour. 

Lord  Montrevor  was  unfeignedly  sur- 
prised at  this  disclosure,  and  could  not 
refrain  from  asking  the  Earl  if  he  had 
maturely  considered  the  importance  of 
the  step  he  meditated  ;  and,  the  latter 
assuring  him  he  had  reliected  long  and 
seriously,  and  found  that  life  would  have 
no  enjoyment  for  him  unless  he  could 
obtain    the    woman     he     loved,     Lord 
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Montrevor  promised  his  best  assistance, 
and  hastened  to  impart  the  news  to  his 
wife.  ' 

Lady  Montrevor  was  agreeably  sur- 
prised at  the  Earl's  sudden  decision ;  but, 
aware  that  the  business  might  at  this 
time  require  some  degree  of  management, 
she  took  an  opportunity  of  requesting  him 
to  allow  her  to  be  the  first  to  communi- 
cate his  proposal  to  Julia.  To  this  Lord 
Ashmore  readily  consented,  perceiving 
her  ladyship  disposed  to  favour  his  suit. 
But,  though  he  refrained  from  any  point- 
ed declaration,  yet  the  expression  of  his 
admiration  and  tenderness  was  so  evident 
in  his  manner  towards  Julia,  that  it  both 
confused  and  distressed  her,  and  contri- 
buted to  deprive  her  of  her  usual  spirits, 
which  would  formerly  have  enabled  her 
to  check  or  disregard  all  advances,  that 
touched  not,  or  were  not  approved  by  her 
heart.  Her  only  resource  now  was  a 
haughty  reserve  and  persevering  silence, 
till,  unable  to  bear  her  cold,  almost  con- 


4B0  CONCEALMENT. 

temptuous  indifference.  Lord  Ashmore 
suddenly  took  his  leave,  trusting  that 
Lady  Montrevor  would  prepare  the  way 
for  his  receiving  a  more  gratifying  recep- 
tion the  next  morning,  when  he  was 
invited  to  present  himself  in  Grosvenor 
Street. 
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CHAPTER  XVII. 


<<Can  it  be? 
Can  I — ah  no  !— at  once  give  to  another 
My  violated  heart  ?"  Sigismunda. 


The  maternal  anxiety  which  Lady  Mon- 
trevor  felt  for  the  welfare  and  happiness 
of  the  orphan  she  had  watched,  trained 
and  loved  from  so  early  an  age,  was  little 
less  than  what  her  own  daughter  had 
excited,  and  prompted  her  when  the  Earl 
quitted  the  drawing-room,  to  follow  and 
request  a  few  minutes'  conversation  with 
him.  Having  ascertained  the  serious  na- 
ture of  his  lordship's  proposals,  and  re- 
ceived incontestible  proofs  of  the  warmth 
and  sincerity  of  his  attachment  to  her 
ward,  she  proceeded  with  all  the  dignity 
and  firmness  of  virtue,  by  no  means  di- 
minished by  the  elegant  refinement  and 
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delicacy  of  her  manner  and  expressions, 
to  assure  him  that,  brilliant  as  were  his 
offers,  far  exceeding  indeed  all  the  hopes 
Miss  Lawrence's  friends  could  have  ven- 
tured to  form  for  her,  nothing  should  in- 
duce her  to  sanction  the  views  of  any  man, 
whose  conduct  and  virtuous  principles 
did  not  prevent  a  fair  prospect  of  her  per- 
manent happiness. 

She  then  politely,  but  firmly,  observed, 
that  the  world  had  not  unfrequently  asso- 
ciated with  his  lordship's  character  re- 
ports by  no  means  conformable  to  that 
honour  and  probity  which  could  alone 
justify  her  approbation  of  his  wishes 
respecting  the  young  woman,  for  whom 
she  was  so  much  interested. 

Lord  Ashmore  received  this  mild,  but 
well-directed  reproof,  and  the  examina- 
tion of  his  future  intentions  that  followed, 
with  such  an  appearance  of  self-convic- 
tion, and  avowal  of  his  former  indiscretion, 
and  such  bold  assertions  of  the  entire  re- 
formation the  lovely  Julia  had  already 
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wrought  in  his  ideas  and  resolutions,  that 
his  amiable  censurer,  ever  more  ready, 
when  two  sides  offered,  to  lean  to  that 
which  presented  human  nature  in  the 
most  advantageous  light,  felt  disposed  to 
credit  the  favourable  account  he  gave  of 
himself. 

Lord  Ashmore  easily  saw  the  advan- 
tage he  had  gained,  and,  exerting  all  the 
power  he  was  conscious  he  possessed  of 
persuasive  eloquence,  aided  by  a  natu- 
rally most  specious  address,  and  winning 
manners  ;  with  occasional  artful  and 
delicate  insinuations  of  deference,  and 
respect  towards  Lady  Montrevor,  he  at 
length  succeeded  in  making  her  com- 
pletely his  friend. 

Lady  Montrevor's  ingenuous  nature 
yielded  on  this  occasion  to  a  conviction 
that  she  wished  to  encourage,  and  justi- 
fied, she  thought,  by  Lord  Ashmore's 
well-dissembled  penitence,  and  solemn 
assurances  of  reformation.  The  latter 
could  indeed  have  told  her,  that  no  vir- 

VOL.  fi.  u 
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tuous  motives  arrested  the  course  of  his^ 
licentious  pleasures ;  but  that  the  pos- 
session of  Juha  presented  to  him  a  higher 
gratification ;  suspended,  without  radi- 
cally correcting,  his  long-continued  pro- 
fligate habits,  and  reconciled  him,  at 
least  for  a  time,  to  the  immoral  com- 
promise. 

He  then  obtained  a  promise  that  Lady 
Montrevor  would  so  far  exert  her  influence 
over  Julia,  as  to  represent  the  union  pro- 
posed to  her  in  the  advantageous  points 
of  view  in  which  she  confessed  it  ap- 
peared to  her.  Lady  Montrevor  did  not 
think  herself  warranted  during  this  con- 
versation, and  before  she  had  spoken  to 
Julia,  in  mentioning  even  the  name  of 
Selwyn ;  particularly  as  she  could  not 
believe  that  she  w^ould  sufler  the  slis^ht 
inclination  she  entertained  for  him,  un- 
supported as  it  was  by  any  decided  proofs 
of  preference  on  his  part,  to  induce  her  to 
reject  the  positive  ofler  of  the  Earl  of 
Ashmore;  towards  w^hom,  in  spite  of  the 
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late  pettish  dislike  she  had  expressed  for 
him,  her  ladyship  had  always  observed  a 
good-humoured  familiarity,  which  had 
declared  him  in  general  a  much  greater 
favourite  than  Selwyn  had  ever  appeared 
to  be. 

The  Earl  had  also  abstained  from  nam- 
ing his  cousin  ;  flattering  himself  that 
the  step  he  had  just  taken  was  of  such 
paramount  force  and  decision,  that  all 
minor  considerations,  not  only  in  the 
minds  of  her  friends,  but  also  in  Julia, 
would  be  even  more  easily  overcome,  than 
the  late  pious  scruples  of  his  fair  exa- 
miner. 

He  quitted  then  Lady  Montrevor,  highly 
elevated  with  the  promised  delight  of 
possessing  the  lovely  Julia ;  who  seemed 
to  be  still  more  endeared  to  him  by  the 
high  price,  at  which  he  was  to  obtain 
her ;  and  also  by  the  triumph  he  should 
gain  over  Selwyn,  whom  he  felt  he  could 
never  forgive  for  having  awakened  feel- 
ings in  the  heart  of  the  only  woman,  in 
u2 
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whom  he  (Lord  Ashmore)  had  ever 
wished,  yet  failed,  to  excite  them. 

On  leaving  Grosvenor  Street,  the  Earl 
immediately  repaired  to  Lucas's  lodging, 
and  informed  him  to  what  lengths  his  un- 
controllable love  for  Julia  had  hurried 
him.  His  friend  was  thunderstruck  at 
this  unwelcome  intelligence  ;  rightly 
conjecturing  that,  married  to  a  lovely, 
virtuous  woman,  her  influence  over  him 
would  probably  soon  supersede  that  which 
he  had  so  long  and  so  profitably  exercised. 

The  sarcastic  reproaches  which  he  did 
not  spare,  very  much  galled  Lord  Ash- 
more  ;  who,  since  he  had  lost  sight  of 
our  heroine,  was  more  than  ever  aware 
of  the  extent  of  the  sacrifice  he  was  about 
to  make  to  love. 

Lucas,  however,  addressed  his  patron 
on  the  present  occasion  with  inadequate, 
though  once  successful,  weapons.  Over 
the  faint  scruples  of  honor  and  conscience, 
ridicule,  aided  by  a  depraved  imagination, 
had  often  prevailed.     But,  now  the  ob- 
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ject  of  it  was  differently  circumstanced, 
and  the  force  of  this  powerful  instrument 
was  materially  lessened.  There,  it  met 
with  a  willing  victim  in  the  weak  re- 
luctance of  lingering  virtue  ;  here,  it  was 
opposed  by  the  violence  of  passion :  and 
it  was  well  kaown,  that  no  surmountable 
obstacles  ever  overpowered  the  impetuous 
desires  of  Lord  Ashmore. 

He  could  not  retract ;  nor,  when  he 
recalled  tohis  imagination  all  the  seducing 
charms  in  which  he  had  lately  seen  Julia 
arrayed,  and  questioned  his  heart,  did 
he  wish  to  do  so.  Leaving,  therefore,  his 
friend  to  console  himself  with  the  thought 
that  they  were  not  yet  married,  his  lord- 
ship returned  home,  and  spent  the  chief 
part  of  the  night  in  visions  of  future  hap- 
piness ;  in  the  gratifying  thought  of 
Selwyn's  envious  regrets,  and  in  occa- 
sional, but  lightly  passing  fears,  that  it 
was  possible  Julia  might  reject  his  love. 

The  young  creature,  who  excited  all 
these  emotions,  was,  in  the  mean  time, 
u3 
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nearly  as  far  removed  from  peace  as  her 
undeserving  lover.  Indeed,  the  days  of 
joyous  innocence,  which  with  her  had 
almost  promised  to  have  no  end,  seemed 
to  have  fled ;  or  were  at  best  so  suddenly 
overclouded,  that  scarcely  a  small  speck 
of  celestial  blue  remained,  from  whence 
a  faint  gleam  of  hope  might  dart  its 
kindly  ray.  Innocence  and  a  guileless 
heart  were,  however,  still  the  inmates  of 
that  bosom  ;  where,  though  sorrow,  con- 
tending duties,  and  a  weak  tenderness 
had  intruded,  there  yet  existed  a  self- 
invigorating  charm,  an  internal  power, 
which  often  revived  her  sinking  spirits, 
suppressed  the  rising  sigh,  and  dried  the 
tear  ere  it  had  reached  her  cheek.  Let 
Selwyn  slight,  condemn,  and  abandon 
her ;  let  the  disapprobation  of  her  friends 
fall  upon  her  conduct ;  let  even  her  be- 
loved Frederick  accuse  her  of  obstinacy 
and  weakness ;  still,  while  every  volun- 
tary movement  of  her  own  heart  would 
bear  the  test  of  inward  scrutiny  and  self- 
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examination  ;  conscious  virtue  would 
support  her,  and  the  pride  of  meaning 
well  guard  her  from  despair.  This  was 
certainly  the  language  of  independence, 
as  well  as  of  innocence ;  but  it  was 
accompanied  with  pains  and  struggles 
which  could  not  be  appeased,  and  indi- 
cated every  thing  but  a  state  of  tranqui- 
lity. 

Shortly  after  the  Earl's  departure,  Lady 
Montrevor  had  communicated  his  offer 
to  the  astonished  Julia;  who,  when  no 
longer  permitted  to  doubt  the  truth  of  so 
singular  a  proceeding,  hastily  and  pe- 
remptorily declared  she  would  never 
accept  him. 

'^  Surely,  Julia,  you  will  not  without 
reflecting " 


"  My  dear  madam,"  she  exclaimed, 
interrupting  her,  *'  not  a  moment's  re- 
flection is  necessary.  The  Earl  of  Ashmore 
can  never  be  any  thing  to  me — our  cha- 
racters do  not  suit — he  is  much  too  gay 

for  me — he  has  no  solidity  in  ln's  judg- 

u4 
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ment — nor  steadiness  in  his  principles — 
nor  dignity  in  liis  manners— his  preference 
is  scarcely  any  compliment — for  he  seems 
always  equally  desirous  of  pleasing  every 
one.  You  have  yourself  often  said,  you 
feared  his  moral  character  was  not  good  ; 
and  neither  your  ladyship  nor  Mr.  Byng- 
ham  liked  Edward's  being  very  intimate 
with  him,  and  indeed  to  me  he  is  very 
disagreeable." 

Lady  Montrevor  had  been  nearly  pro- 
voked to  smile,  as,  in  the  above  list  of 
negatives,  with  which  Julia  so  unmerci- 
fully loaded  the  character  of  the  Earl,  she 
traced  the  positive  excellencies  of  that  of 
Selwyn,  which  her  ladyship  had  often 
herself  pointed  out  in  her  family.  She 
now  answered, — 

'^  And  pray,  my  love,  may  I  ask  how 
long  Lord  Ashmore  has  been  so  very, 
very  disagreeable  to  you  ?  for  you  must 
excuse  my  recollecting  that,  when  Lord 
Carlmaine,  he  appeared,  by  your  beha- 
viour to  him,  particularly  the  contrary." 

6 
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Julia,  vexed  and  confused,  could  only 
request  Lady  Montrevor  would  have  the 
goodness  to  thank  the  Earl  for  the  honor 
he  did  her,  and  decline  the  offer. 

''But  w^hat  reason  should  I  give  for 
your  rejecting  him?"  asked  her  ladyship. 

''  Tell  him,"  said  she,  "  I I  am 

much  obliged  to  him, — that  I  am  too 
young, — that  I  do  not  wish  to  marry. 
And  indeed, — indeed, — my  dear  madam, 
I  do  not ;"  she  added,  bursting  into  tears, 
and  hiding  her  face  on  Lady  Montrevor's 
shoulder. 

''Be  calm,  my  dear  girl,"  said  her 
friend,  taking  her  hand,  and  sitting  down 
close  by  her ;  "  while  you  are  thus  agi- 
tated, you  are  wholly  incapable  of  form- 
ing a  rational  judgment  on  the  subject 
in  question.  All  I  ask  of  you  at  present 
is  to  listen  in  silence  and  attention  to 
what  age,  knowledge  of  the  world,  and 
the  most  affectionate  regard  for  your 
welfare,  suggest  to  me  to  lay  before  your 
youth  and  inexperience.  Do  not  con- 
u  5 
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elude,  my  love,  from  this  prelude  that  I 
entertain  the  slightest  wish  to  lead  you 
to  a  decision,  which  should  require  the 
sacrifice  of  a  serious,  prior,  well-placed, 
attachment.  I  am,  I  hope,  still  farther 
removed  from  the  possibility  of  desiring 
you  should  unite  your  fate  with  a  man, 
whose  want  of  religion  and  moral  rec- 
titude might  not  only  endanger  your 
happiness,  but  your  virtue  also.  Too 
well  I  know,  the  anguish,  the  wretched- 
ness, the  severity,  and  peril,  of  the  trial, 
ever  voluntarily  to  see  any  woman,  and 
surely  not  one  I  love  so  tenderly,  exposed 
to  it.  But,  before  I  proceed  further,  I 
will  tell  you,  that  I  had  this  evening  a 
long  conversation  with  Lord  Ashmore ; 
in  which  he  spoke  with  so  just  a  sense  of 
regret,  nay  remorse,  of  the  errors  and 
faults  of  his  youth,  that  he  has  given  me 
a  very  favourable  opinion  of  the  natural 
goodness  of  his  heart :  and  this  sentiment 
is  confirmed  by  the  prudent  and  honour- 
able arrangements  he  imparted  to  me,  as 
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being  already  made  for  his  future  mode  of 
life  ;  and,  above  all,  his  determination  to 
break  off  immediately  all  connexion  with 
the  unprincipled  companions,  particu- 
larly Captain  Lucas,  whom  the  late  Earl 
so  greatly  disapproved  :  I  must  therefore 
think,  that  I  should  be  both  uncharitable 
and  unjust  not  to  form  sanguine  hopes  of 
his  future  conduct.  With  respect  to  the 
very  uncommon  advantages  of  this  al- 
liance, in  a  worldly  point  of  view,  as  they 
relate  to  yourself,  I  will  say  nothing ; 
since  they  are  too  evident  not  at  the 
first  moment  to  strike  you  :  but  perhaps 
you  have  not  considered  them  as  affect- 
ing your  brother.  How  happy,  my  Julia, 
would  you  feel  in  possessing  the  power 
of  giving  Frederick  such  a  friend  as  the 
Eavl  of  Ashmore ;  by  whose  powerful 
interest  the  labours  of  his  profession 
would  be  lightened,  and  his  success  en- 
sured." 

^'  Oh  !  my  dear  madam,"  cried  Julia, 
her  eyes  swimming  in  tears ;  "  you  know 
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there  is  nothing  I  would  not  do  to  serve 
my  brother ;  my  only my  dear  re- 
lation. If  you  can  assure  me  that, 
through  me,  Frederick  would  rise  to  the 
eminence  his  virtues  deserve, — that  he 
would  be  benefited, — be  rendered  more 
happy,  by  the  sacrifice  of  my  peace, — my 
happiness  :  name  but  the  means,  and 
you  will  not  find  me  hesitate.  Must  I 
even  become  the  wife  of  Lord  Ashmore, 
I  am  ready." 

"  Let  not,  my  sweet  girl,"  said  Lady 
Montrevor,  much  affected,  and  embrac- 
ing her,  ''  even  your  best  feelings  mis- 
lead you  thus.  I  should  wholly  disap- 
prove a  step  of  this  kind  ;  and,  whatever 
personal  advantage  your  brother  could 
possibly  reap  from  it,  he  would  detest 
such  a  sacrifice  as  your  warm  romantic 
imagination  has  painted.  But  let  me 
fully  understand  you,  Julia  :  I  see  you 
are  averse  to  the  addresses  of  Lord 
Ashmore,  and  I  suspect  Selwyn  to  be 
the  sole  cause.     Is  it  then  possible,  that, 
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notwithstanding  what  appears  to  me,  to 
my  brother,  and  all  your  friends,  his 
indifference,  or  at  best,  his  great  inde- 
cision ;  notwithstanding,  also,  the  assur- 
ance you  gave  me,  that  he  had  never  even 
once  expressed  his  love  for  you,  or  given 
you  reason  to  think  he  entertained  a  wish 
to  marry  you  ;  and  is  now  gone  abroad 
without  even  an  attempt  to  see  you  since 
the  masquerade  ? — Am  I  not  correct  ?" — 
'^  Perfectly  so,  madam ;"  answered 
Julia,  with  a  sense  of  rising  shame, 
mingled  with  pride,  not  towards  Lady 
Montrevor,   but  Selwyn. 

''Is  it  then  possible,"  her  ladyship 
continued,  ''  that,  on  such  slight  foun- 
dations, and  under  such  circumstances, 
you  can  cherish  an  affection  sufficiently 
strong  to  induce  you  to  reject  an  oppor- 
tunity of  establishing  yourself  so  advan- 
tageously, and,  I  must  hope,  so  happily 
in  life?" 

''  Oh  !  no,"  said  Julia,  deeply  colour- 
ing, ''  do  not  believe  it.    If  I  ever  thought 
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too  well,  perhaps  too  tenderly,  of  Mr. 
Selwyn,  the  time  is  gone  by ;  and  I  now 
certainly  do  not  think  he  deserves  eitlier 
my  love  or  good  opinion." 

"  Nay,  Julia,"  said  her  ladyship, 
"  though  I  would  not  see  you  weakly 
partial,  neither  would  I  have  you  unjust. 
Adophus  Selwyn  has  many  virtues ; 
though  he  may  want  decision  and  con- 
stancy in  one  solitary  instance.  But  tell 
me,  my  love,  have  you  no  other  reason 
for  wishing  to  refuse  Lord  Ashmore  than 
what  relates  to  Selwyn?" 

''That  objection,  I  assure  your  lady- 
ship, no  longer  exists,"  replied  Julia, 
with  momentary  indignant  pride  :  "  but 
I  never  in  my  life  thought  of  Lord 
Ashmore  as  any  thing  but  a  common 
acquaintance  ;  and  I  do  not  think  I  ever 
could  like  him  sufficiently  to  persuade 
myself  I  was  justified  in  marrying  him." 

Lady  Montrevor  had  watched  a]  I  the 
varying  emotions  of  Julia's  heart  on  her 
ingenuous  intelligent  countenance ;  and 
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perceived,  that,  in  her  present  state  of 
mind,  while  her  tenderness  towards 
Selwyn  was  drowned  by  less  pleasing 
emotions,  she  might  easily  be  brought 
to  yield  her  consent  to  receive  Lord 
Ashmore,  particularly  by  again  urging 
the  probable  benefit  her  brother  would 
derive  from  such  a  connexion.  But, 
though  she  saw  all,  probably  more  than 
all  the  advantages  in  the  offered  alliance 
to  both  her  young  friends,  and  though 
she  was  most  anxious  to  remove  from  the 
heart  of  Julia  a  growing  attachment  to 
Selwyn,  of  the  reciprocity  of  which  she 
could  collect  no  proofs,  and  was  much 
inclined  to  doubt ;  yet  she  was  far  from 
wishing  to  take  advantage  of  the  sen- 
sibility she  had  excited. 

After,  therefore,  a  few  more  observa- 
tions on  the  inconsistent  behaviour  and 
apparent  indifference  of  Selwyn,  and 
justly  merited  encomiums  on  the  person, 
manners,  gentlemanly  accomplishments, 
and,  above  all,  the  strong  attachment  of 
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the  Earl,   Lady  Montrevor  parted  from 
her  now  silent  protegee  with  these  words. 
''  I   will   not   lono:er    detain    you    from 
your  room,  my  love,  nor  will  I  receive 
any    answer    to-night.      You    will,    of 
course,  consider  all  we  have  both  said : 
I  shall  do  the  same  ;  and  I  have  no  doubt 
that,   in   the   morning,  I  shall  have  the 
pleasure  to  find  that  your  natural  good 
sense    has   convinced  you   of  the  indis- 
cretion (I  had  almost  said  indelicacy)  of 
a  youog   woman's    cherishing   a   secret 
affection  for  a  man,   by  whom  it  was  not 
sought, — when  your  virtue  and  strength 
of  mind  will  speedily  enable  you  to  over- 
come it.     You  will  also  feel  assured  that 
affection  alone  dictates  now,  as  it  always 
has  done,  and  ever  will  do,  my  advice  ; 
which,  on  this  occasion,  is,  that  you  con- 
sent to  admit    the    addresses  of   Lord 
Ashmore,  unless  you  have  stronger  rea- 
sons for  rejecting  them  than  I  am  now 
acquainted  with." 

For  the  first  time  in  her  life,  Julia 
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received  the  affectionate  services  of 
Ursula  almost  in  silence  ;  and  was  suf- 
fering her  to  leave  the  room  without 
embracing  her,  when  her  old  nurse, 
bursting  into  tears,  asked  if  she  had 
given  her  any  cause  of  offence.  The 
afflicted  girl  threw  her  arms  round  her 
neck,  and,  mingling  her  tears  with  those 
of  her  early  friend,  said,  "  No,  dear 
Ursula,  you  can  never  offend  me  ;  but  I 
am  rather  out  of  spirits  :  to-morrow  I 
shall  be  better,  and  then  I  will  tell  you 
all."  Ursula  returned  her  caresses,  and 
quitted  her  ;  grieved  at  heart,  as  she  said, 
to  see  her  dear  sweet  face  so  pale,  and 
her  eyes  so  red. 

Julia  would  gladly  have  unbosomed 
herself  to  this  old  and  faithful  favourite  ; 
but  she  knew,  that,  from  the  moment 
Ursula  supposed  it  possible  she  should 
become  a  countess,  and  the  mistress  of 
Brookdale,  every  other  consideration 
would  have  lost  its  weight,  and  every 
opposing  circumstance  have  called  forth 
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her  unqualified  disapprobation.  She  was 
not  therefore  the  confidant  that,  at  this 
time,  suited  the  state  of  Julia's  mind; 
which,  now  that  she  was  no  longer  under 
the  influence  of  Lady  Montrevor,  shrunk 
more  than  ever  repugnant  from  an  union 
with  Lord  Ash  more.  Not  but  that, 
when  she  dispassionately  permitted  her- 
self to  think  of  him,  she  allowed  him  all 
the  favourable  qualifications  her  ladyship 
had  enumerated  ;  and,  had  her  heart  been 
free  to  choose,  she  could  not  imagine  to 
herself  any  reason  why  she  should  not 
have  felt  grateful  for  his  love,  and  per- 
haps have  shared  it ;  if,  after  proper  in- 
vestigation, his  character  had  proved 
deserving  the  good  opinion  with  which 
he  had  so  suddenly  impressed  Lady 
Montrevor. 

But,  alas!  that  heart,  perhaps  indis- 
creetly, certainly  unfortunately,  had 
made  its  election.  She  had  lately  seen 
too  much  of  Selwyn.  In  the  short  but 
delightful  hours   past  with  him  at  the 


CONCEALMENT.  451 

parsonage,  his  character^  till  then,  un- 
marked by  her  but  for  stern  probity  and 
cynical  observation,  had  rapidly  unfolded 
itself;  and,  beneath  a  reserved  and  rather 
rigid  exterior,  she  thought  she  had  dis- 
covered a  heart  of  delicate,  almost  en- 
thusiastic, sensibility  ;  strong  in  every 
religious  principle  and  moral  virtue, 
warm  and  steady  in  friendship,  and  ca- 
pable of  the  most  devoted  attachment. 
But  if,  indeed,  he  were  thus  susceptible, 
she  was  not  fated  to  awaken  his  tender- 
ness ;  or,  if  she  had  excited  a  short-lived 
preference,  the  sickly  sentiment  had  soon 
subsided;  and  he  thought  of  her  no  more. 
Still  her  heart  could  never  cease  to  ad- 
mire, respect,  and  love,  what  she  then 
saw  of  his  manly,  noble  disposition ;  the 
mild  and  pleasing  sw^eetness  of  his  man- 
ners, and  the  total  absence  of  all  selfish 
consideration,  that  marked  his  every 
word  and  action. 

We  do  not  mean  to  accuse  our  heroine 
of  a  want  of  discernment,  although  we 
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suspect  that  her  penetration  did  not  lead 
to  this  sudden  discovery  of  Selwyn's 
merit  He  had,  indeed,  a  far  more  suc- 
cessful advocate  in  the  partial  heart  of 
Julia,  than  he  could  expect  to  have 
found  in  the  most  unprejudiced  conclu- 
sions of  her  judgment  and  observation. 
Yet  the  reasons  of  her  preference  were  so 
solid  and  manifest,  that  her  choice  could 
not  be  said  to  be  directed  by  the  delusions 
of  her  imagination,  although  this  creative 
faculty  had  not  been  inactive. 

To  the  powers  of  Selwyn's  mind  there 
was  moreover  attached  a  mysterious  in- 
fluence, which,  with  the  very  few  he  had 
ever  permitted  himself  to  call  female 
friends,  was  generally  irresistible,  and  in 
its  effects  was  also  much  more  extensive  ; 
for  it  reached  to  other  occasions,  in  which 
passion  and  partiality  could  not  be  sup- 
posed to  mislead.  Selwyn  certainly  pos- 
sessed an  acknowledged  superiority :  he 
might  be  said  to  be  endowed  with  an  un- 
usual strength  of  mind,  the  force  of  which 
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was  not  lessened  by  the  dissipation  and 
refined  habits  of  polished  society  :  to  this 
rare  quality,  wherever  his  character  un- 
folded itself,  may  be  ascribed  that  natural 
ascendency,  which  he  was  seen  to  pos- 
sess, almost  without  an  effort,  over  the 
minds  of  others. 

Such,  so  richly  endowed  by  heaven, 
nature,  and  love,  did  Selwyn  now  appear 
to  Julia,  when  placed  by  her  imagination 
by  the  side  of  Lord  Ashmore.  No 
wonder,  then,  if  the  latter,  though  at- 
tended by  the  seducing  attractions  of 
exalted  rank,  Lady  Montrevor's  support, 
and  a  heart  to  all  appearance  devoted  to 
her,  was  disqualified  to  contend  with  so 
formidable  a  rival.  No :  Julia  thought 
she  might  not,  nay,  most  probably,  never 
should,  see  Selwyn  again,  till  he  had 
formed  some  other  connexion,  promising 
more  certain  happiness  than  what  she 
still  could  not  but  believe  he  had  once 
contemplated  with  her ;  and  with  all 
the  energy  and  sincerity  of  her  heart  she 


454  CONCEALMENT. 

wished  he  might  find  it :  but,  for  herself, 
she  felt  persuaded,  she  had  thought  of 
him  too  long,  and  too  tenderly,  ever  to 
experience  sentiments  sufficiently  favour- 
able towards  any  other  man,  to  induce 
her  to  accept  his  hand  w^ithout  feeling 
criminal.  No :  her  heart  she  felt  w^as 
unalienably  Selwyn's  ;  and  never  would 
she  give  another  a  right  to  claim  its 
tenderness  as  a  duty.  Such  being  her 
feelings,  she  would  submit  them  the 
next  day  to  Lady  Montrevor ;  convinced 
that  she  w^ould  never  urge  her  to  act  con- 
trary to  her  conscientious  belief  of  what 
was  right.  To  Frederick's  advantage 
she  was  sensibly  alive;  but,  could  he 
view  the  state  of  her  mind,  would  he  not 
approve  her  rejection  of  Lord  Ash  more, 
since  her  heart  would  not  go  with  her 
hand?  Would  he  not  also  with  ge- 
nerous scorn  reject  every  good  to  be 
purchased  by  a  pang  of  hers  ? 

Amidst  all  the  reflections  of  this  sleep- 
less night,  some  thero  were,   however, 
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that  shed  a  gentle  ray  of  hope  over  the 
darkened  prospects  of  our  heroine  ;  whose 
youth,  ignorance  of  the  consequence  of 
worldly  advantage,  innate  loftiness  of 
spirit,  and  naturally  contented  mind, 
combined  to  render  her  insensible  to,  or 
regardless  of,  the  brilliant  attractions  of 
the  alliance  within  her  reach.  Lord 
Ashmore  was  probably  not  informed  of 
the  suspicious  mystery  which  clouded 
her  parentage ;  and,  Julia's  pride  yield- 
ing to  her  fears  of  being  distressed  by 
the  solicitations  of  her  friends  to  accept 
Lord  Ashmore,  she  determined  positively 
to  insist  on  this  communication  being 
made  to  him;  hoping  that  his  lordship 
would  be  induced  to  withdraw  his  ad- 
dresses, and  thus  spare  her  a  painful 
opposition  to  the  wishes,  which  she  began 
to  fear  would  be  those  of  nearly  all  her 
friends. 

There  was  also  another,  but  more 
latent,  source,  in  which  hope  so  secretly 
dipped  his  wing,  that  Julia  was  herself 
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at  first  scarcely  conscious  of  its  effect  on 
her  feelings  ;  but  by  degrees  its  influence 
was  acknowledged  by  her  heart,  gave 
energy  to  her  resolution,  and  the  sweet, 
though  faint,  delusion  shed  a  glimmer- 
ing of  pleasure  over  her  reflection.  She 
could  not  be  mistaken ;  the  tremulous 
voice,  the  confused,  yet  pointed  words 
he  had  uttered,  the  impetuosity  of  his 
manner  when  last  she  saw  Selwyn,  had, 
she  thought,  all  evidently  declared  him 
tormented  by  jealousy.  And,  if  she  was 
right  in  this  conclusion,  what  might  she 
not  hope  when  he  should  know  she  had 
positively  rejected  Lord  Ashmore's  offer- 
ed hand  ? 

In  these  too  flattering  sensations  she 
however  would  not  permit  herself  long 
to  indulge,  recollecting  Lady  Montrevor's 
declaration  of  the  indelicacy  of  them  to- 
wards a  man,  who,  so  far  from  seeking, 
had  wholly  withdrawn  himself  from  har. 
Still,  in  spite  of  the  wounded  pride  she 
incessantly  summoned  to  aid  her  in  sub- 
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dmng  these  sentiments,  they  kept  pos- 
session of  her  heart ;  and  had,  at  least, 
an  equal  share  with  her  sense  of  pro- 
priety towards  the  earl,  in  directing  her 
determination  to  refuse  him. 

She  arose  early,  and  sought  the  solace 
of  the  only  friend,  whose  age,  she  thought, 
might  excite  feelings  similar  to  her  own. 
She  had  found  it  impossible  to  conceal 
from  this  loved  companion  (as  she  had 
at  first  intended,  on  account  of  Edward's 
great  intimacy  with  Lord  Ashmore)  any 
of  the  late  occurrences,  contenting  her- 
self with  insisting,  that  Caroline  should 
not  communicate  them  to  her  cousin. 
From  Miss  Montrevor  she  now  met  with 
kindred  sympathy ;  for,  though  no  ro- 
mance or  impetuosity  of  feeling  had  ever 
entered  into  the  composition  of  her  cha- 
racter, yet  so  near  being  united  to  the 
man  whom  she  had  loved  from  her  in- 
fancy, she  was  well  capable  of  feeling 
Julia's  situation. 

Miss  Montrevor,  therefore,  now  en-» 
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couraged  her  friend  in  declining  Lord 
Ashmore;  but,  at  the  same  time,  im- 
pressed with  her  mother's  opinions  and 
belief  respecting  Selwyn,  she  urged  her 
with  affectionate  earnestness,  and  for  the 
sake  of  her  own  peace,  to  think  no  more 
of  one,  who  had  shewn  himself  much 
more  the  slave  of  suspicion  and  incon- 
sistency, than  of  any  serious  preference 
for  her. 

Stung  by  observations,  which  she 
had  no  power  of  refuting,  Julia  again 
felt  all  her  pride  and  resentment  against 
Selwyn  revive  ;  and,  though  it  could  not 
operate  in  altering  her  determination  re- 
specting Lord  Ashmore,  it  yet  enabled 
her  to  meet  Lady  Montrevor  with  more 
composure  and  fortitude  than  the  latter 
had  expected.  Julia  immediately  sub- 
mitted to  her  ladyship  the  propriety  of 
making  Lord  Ashmore  acquainted  with 
the  circumstances  respecting  her  mother, 
unless  she  were  permitted  at  once  to 
decline  the  honour  he  intended  her.    Her 
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ladyship  answered,  that  Lord  Montrevor 
understood,  that  by  some  means  the  Earl 
seemed  fully  acquainted  with  those  par- 
ticulars, and  considered  them  as  wholly 
unimportant,  compared  with  the  happi- 
ness of  calling  her  his  wife.  '^  But," 
continued  her  ladyship,  pointing  to  a 
letter  in  her  hand,  *^  this  comes  most 
opportunely  to  relieve  my  mind,  and  as- 
sist our  determinations.  My  brother 
arrived  in  town  last  night,  and  I  expect 
him  every  moment."  She  had  scarcely 
finished  these  words,  when  Mr.  Byngham 
entered.  As  soon  as  the  mutual  expres- 
sions of  pleasure  at  his  return  had  been 
exchanged,  Julia  quitted  the  room,  when 
Lady  Montrevor,  without  loss  of  time, 
imparted  to  her  brother  all  that  had 
related  to  Julia,  Lord  Ashmore,  and 
Selwyn. 

Mr.  Byngham  was  at  first  most  agree- 
ably surprised  at  the  very  important  con- 
quest made  by  the  charms  of  his  lovely 
ward ;  while  he  regretted  that  Selwyn 
x2 
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had  not  been  equally  captivated.  Suspi- 
cious apprehensions  afterwards  arose  of 
the  stability  and  sincerity  of  the  Earl's 
reformation,  and,  consequently,  of  Julia's 
happiness.  Still  the  establishment  was 
in  itself  so  desirable  in  every  point  of 
view,  as  to  interest  and  consideration, 
that  he  ended  with  expressing  a  wish  to 
see  Julia  Countess  of  Ashmore  ;  though 
he  affectionately  added,  that  nothing 
should  induce  him  to  use  his  influence  in 
persuading  her  to  put  any  violent  re- 
straint upon  her  inclinations. 

As  a  very  few  hours  would  bring  the 
Earl  to  receive  an  answer  to  his  propo- 
sals, Julia  was  immediately  summoned, 
and  again  her  heart  and  sentiments  un- 
derwent a  most  painful  and  severe  exa- 
mination, during  which  Lady  Montrevor's 
opinion  respecting  Selwyn  was  fully 
confirmed  by  Mr.  Byngham,  who  saw, 
with  great  concern,  that  his  excellent 
young  friend,  unconscious  of  half  the 
mischief  he  had  done,  and  him^^lf  j»r^- 
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bably  but  slightly  impressed  by  Julia's 
attractions,  had  most  seriously  injured 
the  peace  of  the  artless  girl.  Young, 
however,  as  she  was,  and  though  now 
visibly  depressed,  gifted  by  nature  with 
so  much  spirit  and  vivacity  of  temper, 
and,  above  all,  having,  when  pressed, 
candidly  acknowledged  that,  till  the  mas* 
querade,  she  had  always  rather  liked  than 
disliked  Lord  Ash  more,  Mr.  Byngham 
imagined  they  might  safely  look  forward 
to  her  getting  the  better  of  this  juvenile 
inclination,  and  becoming  sensible  of  the 
sacrifices  made  by  Lord  Ashmore  to 
obtain  her;  and,  by  degrees,  returning 
his  love. 

After  drawing  Lady  Montrevor  aside, 
and  communicating  to  her  these  reflec- 
tions, in  which  she  fully  coincided,  he 
thus  kindly  addressed  the  agitated  girl. 
^'  My  dear  Julia,  this  business,  though  of 
the  greatest  importance,  need  neither 
distress  nor  alarm  you.  Lord  and  Lady 
Montrevor,  and  I,  see  this  opportunity  of 
x3 
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settling  you  so  advantageously  in  life,  as 
a  most  fortunate  occurrence  ;  but,  how- 
ever desirable  it  may  appear  to  us,  and 
we  have  no  doubt  must  do  to  your  bro- 
ther, yet,  v^ithout  his  personal  consent 
and  sanction,  I  do  not  consider  we  should 
be  justified  in  urging  you  to  dispose  of 
your  hand." 

"Oh,  no,  my  dear  sir,"  said  Julia,  her 
eyes  recovering  at  the  instant  their  wont- 
ed brilliant  animation,  "let  nothing  be 
said  or  done  till  Frederick's  return ;  then 
it  will  be  quite  soon  enough  to  give  an 
answer  to  Lord  Ashmore." 

"  Not  quite  so,  my  dear,"  said  Lady 
Montrevor  ;  "  his  lordship  must  receive 
an  answer  to-day,  and  your  guardian  will 
give  it  him." 

"Yes,"  said  Mr.  Byngham,  "I  will 
see  the  Earl  of  Ashmore,  and,  without 
committing  or  absolutely  engaging  you, 
I  will  endeavour  to  persuade  him  to  wait 
a  month  before  he  receives  your  final 
answer.     In  two  days,  I  am  informed,  he 
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must  embark  for  Ireland  ;  but,  under  the 
present  circumstances,  you  must  be  aware 
that  he  will  expect,  and  most  reasonably 
too,  that  you  should  allow  him  to  see 
you." 

Julia  answered, — while  her  heart  beat 
high  with  joy  at  her  present  reprieve,  and 
the  anticipation  of  ultimately  escaping, 
by  Frederick's  means,  from  the  persecu- 
tion of  her  friends,  which,  however  affec- 
tionately exercised,  was  not  less  distress- 
ing, and  to  be  feared, — '^  Certainly,  my 
dear  sir,  whatever  you  and  Lady  Mon- 
trevor  think  is  due  from  me  to  Lord 
Ashmore  I  shall  submit  to,  provided  I  do 
not  thereby  pledge  myself  to  accept  him." 

"Mr.  Byngham  will  prevent  his  so 
interpreting  your  complaisance,  till  his 
wishes  are  sanctioned  by  your  brother ;" 
replied  Lady  Montrevor :  and,  the  con- 
ference breaking  up,  Julia  joined  Ca- 
roline with  a  countenance  radiant  with 
one  of  her  happiest  smiles.  If  Frede- 
rick was  to  be  the  arbitrator  of  her 
x4 
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fate,  such  was  her  confidence  in  the  ten- 
derness of  his  affection  for  her,  and  the 
influence  she  had  ever  possessed  over 
him,  that  she  felt  convinced  that  she  had 
nothing  to  fear ;  as  he  would,  better  than 
all  the  world,  understand  and  respect  her 
feelings,  consult  her  wishes,  and  indulge 
her  weakness. 

Thus  re-assured,  with  all  the  celerity 
that  marks  sanguine  youth,  the  hue  of 
health,  and  almost  joy,  revisited  her 
cheek;  and,  though  a  sudden  paleness 
again  overspread  it,  when  the  loud  knock 
announced  the  arrival  of  the  Earl,  fear 
reached  not  her  heart ;  and,  confiding  in 
the  promise  of  Mr.  Byngham,  the  notice 
she  received  some  time  after,  that  his 
lordship  waited  for  her  in  the  dining- 
room,  though  it  made  her  tremble  in 
every  limb,  yet  it  could  not  prevent  her 
from  feeling  sensible,  that  a  heavy  weight 
was  removed  from  her  mind. 

In  vain  she  requested  her  guardian  to 
return    with  her  to    Lord  Ashmore,  or 
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Lady  Montrevor  to  go  with  her,  or  even 
Caroline  to  accompany  her.  It  was 
agreed  that,  after  the  Hberal  and  hand- 
some manner  in  which  his  lordship  had 
behaved,  and  submitted  to  all  the  condi- 
tions proposed  by  Mr.  Byngham^  it 
would  be  equally  improper  and  ungene- 
rous to  refuse  him  an  opportunity  of 
conversing  with  her  alone,  and  of  plead- 
ing his  own  cause.  Mr.  Byngham  and 
Lady  Montrevor  then  affectionately,  but 
with  much  seriousness,  reminded  her 
that,  if  Lord  Ash  more  could  not  be  ac- 
cepted till  her  brother's  opinion  was 
known,  neither  must  she  consider  herself 
at  liberty  to  refuse  him. 

''  I  could  not  deny  his  lordship  the 
freedom  of  declaring  to  you  his  senti- 
ments without  witnesses,  Julig^,"  said 
Mr.  Byngham  ;  "  but  I  warned  him  not 
to  expect  any  decision  from  you  :  but,  on 
the  other  hand,  I  fully  expect  that  you  do 
not,  at  least  for  the  present,  in  any  way 
X  5 
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offend  or  discourage  a  man,  who  has 
shewn  almost  an  excess  of  disinterested 
affection  for  you." — Saying  this,  he  led 
her  to  the  door  of  the  apartment,  where 
Lord  Ashmore  was  waiting  in  great  im- 
patience. Julia,  though  much  agitated, 
was  not  aware  of  all  the  difficulty  of  the 
singular  situation  in  which  she  was 
placed,  and  from  which  Mr.  Byngham 
augured  much  in  favour  of  what  he  now 
decidedly  wished. 

Indeed,  in  his  late  interview  with  Lord 
Ashmore,  the  latter,  whose  passion  for 
Julia  rose  higher  on  learning  the  tempo- 
rary opposition  (for  in  no  other  light 
could  he  possibly  consider  this  appeal  to 
Frederick  Lawrence,)  to  the  immediate 
success  he  had  anticipated,  displayed  so 
much  ardour  and  sincerity  of  attachment, 
blended  with  such  honorable  feeling,  that 
this  worthy  man  became,  equally  with 
his  sister,  the  dupe  of  his  hypocritical 
professions ;  and  he  felt  assured,  that  the 
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heart  of  one  so  young  as  Julia,  unless 
guarded  by  a  prior  engagement,  would 
never  be  able  to  resist  such  generous, 
passionate  solicitation,  as  she  would  now 
be  exposed  to. 

While  he  returned  to  impart  to  his 
sister  these  sentiments  and  hopes,  Julia 
had  several  times  applied  her  hand  to  the 
lock  of  the  door,  without  having  courage 
to  open  it ;  and  perhaps  might  at  last 
have  retreated,  had  not  the  impatience  of 
the  Earl  led  him  suddenly  to  throw  open 
the  door,  when,  seeing  the  blushing,  he- 
sitating girl,  joy  dispersed  the  cloud 
gathering  on  his  brow ;  and,  seizing  her 
trembling  hand,  he  drew  her  eagerly, 
but  respectfully  in,  and,  closing  the  door, 
led  her  to  a  seat :  then,  standing  before 
her  for  a  few  moments,  enjoyed  the  full 
tide  of  luxury  afforded  by  the  contem- 
plation of  her  glowing,  beauteous  features. 
Her  eyes  remained  bent  towards  the 
ground ;  but  still,  shaded  as  they  were, 
he  could  perceive  that  they  had  lost  the 
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expression  of  sorrow  with  which  he  had 
lately  seen  them  filled ;  her  face  also  no 
longer  wore  the  sad  expression  which, 
the  last  time  he  saw  her,  he  thought  had 
so  well  become  her.  But  now  that  love 
and  vanity  whispered  that  he  had  wrought 
this  change,  she  appeared  to  his  enrap- 
tured mind  a  thousand  times  more 
lovely.  At  length,  placing  himself  by 
her  side,  he  said, — "  May  I  flatter  my- 
self that  this  compliance  with  my  wish  to 
see  you  is  less  in  obedience  to  your 
friends  than  the  desire  of  quieting  my 
fears  and  uneasiness."  Julia  remaining 
silent,  he  continued, — *' You  have  doubt- 
less been  told  that  the  first  most  anxious 
wish  of  my  heart  is  to  obtain  your  appro- 
bation of  my  lov/e;  but  no  one,  Julia, 
could  tell  you  half  the  ardor  of  those 
w^ishes.  I  am  informed  you  will  not, — 
cannot, — yet  give  a  decided  answer: 
but,  though  it  may  be  settled  that  you 
should  not  absolutely  promise  to  be 
mine,  yet  say  that  from  you  no  obstacle 
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shall  arise  to  damp  the  hope,  that  time 
shall  bless  our  union.  Give  me  but  this 
assurance,  and  1  swear,"  continued  he, 
with  increased  earnestness,  and  pressing 
forcibly  both  her  hands  to  his  lips,  *'  to 
live  for  you  alone,  to  make  your  happi- 
ness, your  wishes,  your  will,  my  law. 
Your  relations,  your  friends,  shall  be 
mine  ;  and  so  shall  all  your  pursuits  ;  and 
in  time,  I  trust,  your  virtues  also.  Speak, 
dearest  Julia, — permit  me  to  hope, — at 
this  moment  I  ask  no  more." 

He  paused ;  and,  allowing  her  at  length 
to  withdraw  her  hands,  she  availed  her- 
self of  their  regained  liberty  to  cover  her 
face,  which  she  had  before  averted  from 
his  earnest  gaze. 

Mr.  Byngham  had  been  perfectly  right 
in  his  conclusions ;  no  young  female, 
whose  heart  was  still  her  own,  could 
have  refused  it  to  the  youthful,  handsome, 
importunate  lover,  who  now  pleaded  so 
vehemently  for  a  return  of  love  as  ho- 
nourable as  fervent. 
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Nor  did  even  Julia  behold  or  hear  him 
unraoved ;  but  her  emotion,  could  he  have 
penetrated  the  whole  of  its  cause,  would 
not  have  highly  flattered  her  admirer. 
There  was  in  his  voice,  at  times,  a  pecu- 
liarity similar  to  that  of  Selwyn,  particu- 
larly in  its  softest  tones  :  a  circumstance 
which  on  this  occasion  greatly  affected 
her,  and  perhaps  made  her  listen  with 
more  indulgence  and  patience  than  she 
probably  otherwise  would  have  done ; 
yet  it  also  served  forcibly  to  recall  the 
image  of  Adolphus  to  her  imagination,  as 
an  effectual  talisman  against  the  pleading 
of  the  supplicating  Ashmore,  who,  em- 
boldened by  a  silence  which  Julia  knew 
not  how  to  break,  continued  to  press  his 
suit  with  more  warmth  and  tenderness, 
as  his  hopes  of  success  increased. 

Our  heroine's  nature,  however  defi- 
cient and  imperfect  in  other  respects, 
possessed  not  a  grain  of  coquetry,  or  that 
mean  female  vanity  which  glories  in  the 
pain  it   inflicts.     Far,    therefore,  from 


CONCEALMENT.  471 

deriving  any  gratification  from  the  pas- 
sionate effusions  of  love,  uttered  by  a 
young  man  so  formed  to  inspire  a  cor- 
responding sentiment,  she  v^^as  sincerely 
grieved  at  her  conquest,  while  she  almost 
reproached  herself  for  weakly  adhering 
to  the  cold,  ungrateful,  absent  Selwyn  ; 
and  refusing  to  share  the  generous  affec- 
tion of  his  cousin,  whom  the  whole 
world  would  pronounce  far  more  at- 
tractive. 

With  these  favourable  dispositions  to- 
wards her  lover,  it  will  not  appear  sur- 
prising, if, — inexperienced  as  she  was  in 
these  matters,  and  yielding  to  the  charac- 
teristic generous  sensibility  of  her  dispo- 
sition, fettered  too  as  she  was  by  the 
restrictions  of  her  friends, — her  answers 
and  behaviour  to  Lord  Ashmore  were  not 
sufficiently  discouraging  to  induce  him 
in  the  least  to  despair.  "  I  shall  ever 
retain,  my  lord,"  she  said,  with  more 
than  her  usual  sweetness,  "  a  most  lively 
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remembrance  of  the  honour  you  do  me, 
and  the  generous  attachment  you  profess. 
More  it  is  not  in  my  power,  and  less  gra- 
titude will  not  permit  me  to  say.'^ 

Lord  Ashmore  resorted  to  every  Httle 
artifice  for  prolonging  the  interview, 
which  Julia  at  length  resolutely  termi- 
nated, secretly  promising  herself  never 
again  to  be  exposed  alone  to  a  repetition 
of  a  subject  to  which  she  had  been  com- 
pelled to  listen. 

The  Earl  took  his  leave,  more  than 
ever  devoted  to  the  lovely  woman  whose 
mild  fascinating  manner,  and  irresistible 
sensibility,  had  now  first  taught  him, 
that  in  woman  were  higher  and  more 
powerful  charms  than  those  given  to  the 
beauteous  face,  or  finest  form;  and  he 
resolved,  that  the  two  days  he  still  had 
to  spend  in  England  should,  as  much  as 
possible,  be  devoted  to  Julia,  hoping  he 
should  be  able  to  make  farther  advances 
in   the   flowery  path   before  him.     But 
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these  hopes  were  in  some  degree  baffled. 
No  entreaties  on  his  part,  no  persuasions 
of  her  friends,  could  obtain  for  him  one 
moment's  private  interview  with  Julia, 
who  had  already  reproached  herself  for 
her  former  compliance,  which,  she  now 
saw  reason  to  fear,  had  led  his  lordship 
to  form  conclusions  to  which  she  would 
never  agree. 

He  was  however  going  to  Ireland,  and 
that  one  fortunate  circumstance  so  much 
relieved  the  mind  of  Julia,  as  to  make 
her  forget  that,  although  Lord  Ashmore's 
departure  might  release  her  from  the 
vexatious  importunity  of  his  solicitations, 
yet  that  her  more  serious  causes  of  grief 
and  uneasiness  would  still  remain. 

In  the  expectation  of  this  near  libera- 
tion, and  the  prospect  of  soon  returning 
to  Arlingham,  where  it  would  not  be  long 
before  her  beloved  Frederick  would  join 
her,  and  take  nearly  all  her  cares  upon 
himself,  Julia  found  courage  to  suppress 


474  CONCEALMENT. 

her  feelings,  and  submit  to  treat  Lord 
Ashraore   so  as   not  to   incur   the  dis- 
pleasure   of   Mr.   Byngham    and  Lady 
Montrevor,   both  of  whom,  she  plainly 
perceived,  were  anxious  for  her  union 
with  his  lordship,  though  they  professed 
to  leave  the  result  to  be  settled  by  the 
decision  of  Frederick  and  her  own  heart. 
Caroline  was  also  now,  by  the  descrip- 
tion of  the  warmth  and  generosity  of  the 
Earl's  attachment,  become  an  advocate 
for  him ;  while  Ursula  declared,  she  only 
wished    to    live    to   see  her  settled  at 
Brookdale,  and  she  should  absolutely  die 
if  Lord  Ash  more  was  rejected.  ; 

At  last  the  parting  was  over  :  the  Earl 
had  protested  that  his  happiness,  his  life, 
depended  on  his  union  with  Julia,  and 
had  sailed  for  Ireland.  On  the  following 
day,  Lord  Montrevor,  perfectly  recovered, 
and  now  happy  in  the  renewal  of  the 
tranquil  pleasures  and  enjoyments  no 
where  go  permanent  and  unfading  as  in 
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a  domestic  circle,  set  out  with  his  family, 
Mr.  Byngham,  and  Edward,  for  Devon- 
shire, where  he  hoped  to  lose  still 
more  completely  all  remembrance  of  the 
many  days  and  years  he  had  spent  in 
guilty  pursuits,  which  he  had  so  blindly 
and  so  fatally  sought  as  pleasures. 
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